CHAPTER — IV
HISTORICAL DATA

Historical Works in Sanskrit

The compositions based on history depicting the great personalities and

the prominent events connected with them are called chronicles or

historical texts.

In Sanskrit literature there are many such works. Some of them are listed

below :

e.g Ramayapna of Valmiki, Mahabharata of Vyasa, Raghuvamsa of
Kalidasa, Rajatarangini of Kalhana, ABuddhacarita of Ag$vaghosa,
ﬁs‘up&"]zvadba of Magha, Navasihasarikacarita of Parimala Padmagupta,
Vikramarkadevacarita of Bilhana, Hammiramahakavya of Nayacandra

Stri etc.

In a Historical Mahakavya we get a great deal of information 'régarding
various aspects of the personality of the great kings, the celebrated poets
as well as the well known scholars and saints. Some times we also get the
knowledge of the contemporary society and the cultural and family life
existing in those days. Moreover, through the depiction of topographical
features the poet informs us about the palaces, temples, shrines, lakes,

bridges built by the talented engineers and architects of the past.

Apart from the literary beauty a historical text comprises of a number of
fascinating aspects related to the culture and tradition of a region or the
country as it is described in the texts like Madhuravijayam, Raghunatha-

Abhyudaya and Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti.

Buddhacarita (c. 2™ Century AD) consists of 17 cantos describing the life
and teachings of Lord Buddha.

Raghuvamsa of Kalidasa (c. 4™ century AD) consists of 19 cantos narrating

the significant episodes in the life of many heroes like Dilipa, Raghu etc.
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Sisupalavadha of Magha (. 7" century AD) comprises of 20 cantos
relating the episode of Krsna’s slaying of Sisupala. The Rajasiiya sacrifice
of Yudhisthira is described and in it éiéupéla’s misbehaviour, the

immediate cause of the conflict, is well delineated.

Navasahasankaracarita of Parimala Padmagupta (c. 11™ century AD)
consists of 18 cantos and throws light on the historical facts describing

the Paramara dynasty.

Vikramarkadevacarita of Bilhana (c. 11% century AD) consists of 18
cantos. The historical significance of Vikramankadevacarita lies in the
fact that in this Mahakavya the biographical details of the princes of
Calukya dynasty are described. It speaks of the history of the Calukyas in

general and of Vikramaditya VI in particular.

Kalhana’s Rdgjataraigini (c. 12® century AD) contains eight fararigas
depicting the historical event of the various dynasties that ruled Kashmir
till the days of Kalhana. He very accurately gives the chronological
genealogy and the topography of Kashmir. This work is thus regarded as
the earliest available source for the history of Kashmir. A§oka, the great,

is the first historical figure portrayed in the Ra3jatarangini.

The Prthivirdjavijaya of Jayanaka (c. 12" century AD) describes the
glorious deeds of the last Hindu emperor of India, Prthviraja Chauhana.
The Prthvirdjavijaya contains the short account of the ancestors of Prthvi
rija Chauhana, who ruled from the middle of the 8" century AD till the
end of the 12™ century AD. Prthvirdjavijaya too is important not only for
the contemporary history of Rajputani but for the history of India in

general.

Madhuravijayam of Gangadevi (c. 14™ century AD), in nine cantos,
describes the achievements of her husband, king Kampana and narrates
the prominent events, which took place in his life and also depicts the first

dynasty called the Sargama of the Vijaynagar Empire. The defeat of the
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Camaparaya (Sambuvaraya, the ruler of Kanchi) by Kampana and then his

expedition towards South are described in details.

Hammiramahakavyam of Nayacandra Siri (c. 15" century AD) narrates in
14 cantos the bravery of the Chauhapa kings with special reference to

king Hammira.

Raghunatha-Abhyudaya of Ramabhadramba (c. 17" century AD) in 12
cantos depicts the events and episodes which took place in the 17
Century in the city Vijaynagar. King Raghunatha’s fight with Colaga,
ruler of Devikottah, king of Nepal (Jaffna) and Jaggaraya, the ruler of

Karnat Empire are described at great length.

Vaidyanatha-prasida-prasasti of Devakumarika (c. 18" century AD) in
five Prakaranas (chapters) narrates the heroic deeds of the great rulers of
Mewar, starting from Bappa Ravala (c. 8" century AD) till Ripi
Sangramasirhha (c. 17® century AD), son of Ripa Amarasimha and queen

Devakumarika.

In all these works starting from Ramayapa we find the biographical
sketches of famous princes and Kings like Rama, Krsna, Dilipa, Raghu,
Siddhardja, Navasdhasanka, Vikramankadeva, Prthvirdja Cauhana,
Hammira, Kampana, Achyuta and Raghunatha and of course a large
number of Kings mentioned in the Kashmir chronicles. In the poetry
belonging to the medieval period we find the account of the Dynasties like
Paramdaras, Calukyas, Cauhanas, Sarigama. Similarly in Madhurdvijayam,
Raghunatha-Abhyudaya and Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti the history, life
and expedition of king Kampana, king Raghunatha, Bappa Ravala and his

descendents are described.

Glory of Vijaynagar Empire as depicted by Poetess Gangadevi in the
Mahakavya Madhuravijayam :

The city of Vijaynagar is described by the poetess Gangadevi in her poem

Madhuravijayam. There are 20 verses in Canto I, which describes
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beautifully the city of Viiaynagar. Poetess starts the kZvya with the
glorification of the city by comparing it with Amaravati ruled over by
God Indra. The city was situated on the bank of river Tungabhadra. Its
Gopur (town gate), gardens, palaces are beautifully described at length by
the poetess. The beautiful city appeared like broad forehead of the lady in
the form of Southern direction. Everyday the musical instruments like
Muraja or Mrdariga would be played in the palace and there was such an
impact of this melodious music on peacocks in the Royal garden that they
would start dancing by hearing the musical melody appearing like
Meghanada (rumbling sound of the clouds) :

aerrdifgsrar 7 fasanfstagg: |
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The city looked beautiful because of lakes full of blossomed fragrant
lotuses and graceful swans : 1

FAGHIGHYR : FABAFT AT ¢ |
Hremiregfe AfEIETse : 1AguEasET- v i

The ladies of this city were very beautiful. In some verses the description
of the charming faces of the ladies of Vijaynagar city, their eyes, their
gait and their breasts are delineated by the poetess in a very charming
style: .

YEFATLETFHIS SHTAISTHS I |

HAGDTN IR A TIAAAT IHYUfasE-2.&21
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Foundation of the Vijaynagar Empire and king Bukka :
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In the first half of the fourteenth certyry <nuth Indiz witnessed an epoch
making event. It was the foundation of the last empire of the Hindus of
the South - the Empire of Vijaynagar. As its name Vijaynagar signifies, it
was an empire that became victorious after a relentless struggle against

alien forces of the Mughals.

As rightly pointed out by Suryanarayan Row “The Vijaynagar Empire was
founded by five brothers Harihara, Kampa, Bukka, Marappa and Muddapa
in the second quarter of 14™ century. They expanded it on all sides and
each ruled over a portion of it. Kumara Kampana the hero of the
Mahakavya Virakamparayacaritam (Madhuravijayam), the son of Bukka
extended the empire as far as Madhura.” The same information is given by
Aiyangar Krishnaswami S., “Thus Vijaynagar was the capital of the later
kings but Anagondi seems to have been in existence long before the rise
of Vijaynagar. When the Rayas began their carrier of foreign conquest,
they could not have selected a better place for their capital than Anagondi,
lying in the midst of rocky and irregular hills and the rocky river
Tungabhadra on the east. But as these grew in power and importance they
found the extension of Anagondi in the valleys among these hills, difficult
and naturally pitched upon an equally secure place on the southern bank
of the Tungabhadra, now identified and well known as the magnificent
ruins of Vijaynagar or Hampi.”

YIGHTE B S |
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According to Aiyangar Krishnaswami S, “The city of Vijaynagar is said to
have been found about the year (1335-1336 AD). Still, from the accounts
of the historians and the inscriptions we come to know that Harihara, was
the first ruler of the Vijaynagar Empire. The inscription records that
father of Harihara-I, who was named Sangama I, had five sons, of these,

Harihara was the eldest, and the founder of Vijaynagar Empire”.

At the commencement of the Mahakavya poetess has paid tribute to king
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Bukka, the younger brother of Hariharz :

ATHCHHEIIH A AR HISTATEA: |
LS gfd TArdl T g e inyufasaq-2.]8 1

The story starts with Bukkaraya who ruled from 1343 to 1379 AD. He is
said to be the founder of Vijaynagar Dynasty. He is mentioned as the

brother of Harihara Raya.

As rightly observed by Dr. Aiyangar Krishnaswami, “In 1336 AD, the
great sage Vidyaranya played an important role in the foundation of the
Vijaynagar Empire. The great task of the foundation of the Vijaynagar
Empire was done by Bukka and his brother Harihara who ruled all the
territory to the South of the Tungabhadra river nearly 300 years from
1356 to 1377”.

It is believed that Vidyaranya played an important role in the foundation
of the Vijaynagar Empire. Vidyaranya remained as a minister and
counsellor of the three distinguished Kings of Vijaynagar. He was born
about 1314 AD of a pious, learned and prosperous Brahmin family. He
acquired proficiency in Grammar, Medicine, Astronomy, Mathematics

and other sciences.

s
.

In the 14™ century AD, the Mohammedan invasion of India was
destroying the Indian culture. At this juncture Madhava, alias Vidyaranya,
encouraged a king named Bukka to raise a Hindu Army. Madhava, the
chief advisor of the Vijaynagar kings caused many temples to be
constructed and was a leading patron of learning and the arts. Thus, we
can say that Vijaynagar came into existence for th«_e'purpose of saving
South India from being completely conquered by the Mohammadans, and

to enable Hindus to protect their Dharma against the cruelty of enemies.
This fact is supported by the following secondary source.

Aiyangar Krishnaswami states, “Vidyaranya was born about 1268 or 1296

AD. He was not only the spiritual preceptor but the bearer of the burden
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of sovereignty of Bukka. He was the migister under the early Viiaynagar
kings. He was the hereditary preceptor and minister of Bukka-I.
Madhavacarya known to the world as Vidyaranya may be described as the
establisher of the Karnatak Empire of Vijaynagar associated with the great

Advaitic school of Indian philosophy”.

Venkataramanayya also observes “On the bank of Tungabhadra river,
Harihara Rayula built the city of Vijaynagar after the fall of the kingdom
of Kampile, made it his capital, and founded the Vijaynagar Empire. In
the first half of the 14™ century AD the southern India became
disintegrated into pieces unable to withstand the Muslim armies and the
entire south upto Rameshwaram bounded by the sea fell into Muslim
hands. Harihara Rayalu and Bukka Rayalu began to expand their
kingdoms with a view to revive and rehabilitate Hindu Religion. At the
behest of Vidyaranya they built Vidyanagar in 1336 AD, as capital and
while Harihara Raya was effectively administrating the kingdom,
Bukkaraya under the able guidance of his minister Madhava extended the
kingdom. King Bukka, appointed his own son Kumara Kamparaya, as
Governor of the Kolar region with Mulbagal as capital later.
Tondimandalam and Malbar region of South India also merged in the

Vijaynagar Empire.”

According to poetess Gangadevi, king Bukka was generous, valorous and
brave king :

AT A RS- |
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Poetess Gangadevi describes king Bukka, father of prince Kampana,

another Indra. Also he is regarded as sage Manu by his subjects :

! Other verses are : 1.37,38,42
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As a good father he gives advice and teaches Kampana, his son, to shun
the vices like attachment to women, gambling, hunting, drinking etc.:

fom e Sifemaerays fEgasw i w9 &: |
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Commentator P. S. Shastry states, “Bukkaraya is mentioned only as the
brother of Harihara Raya. Bukkardya was a“Ksatriya. Bukkardya, was the
most renowned king of all the Rayas of Vijaynagar. There are some
stories and histories stating that by the time Vijaynagar assumed full
shape, Bukkaraya was its Samrata. He held sway over Vijaynagar for a
very long time. History shows that Vijaynagar was being called
Vidyanagara. But this is not found in this Kavya. Deviyl was the eldest
wife of Bukkaraya. She begot three sons, Kampaniddu, Kampanudu and

Sangamudu. Of them first Kampana is the hero of the Kavya.”

Devayi, his chief queen, was the most lovable and prominent queen
among all the queens. She is described by the poetess as bearing the sign
of pregnancy, who gives birth to princes Kampana, Kampanadu and

Sangama :

QETET AT FEATEIRET gAY : |
T YUY wgd wddl iagafesa-es i’

P. S. Shastry states, “Devayi was the eldest wife of Bukkardya. She begot

el

three sons, Kampanadu, Kampanudu and Sangamudu. Historians state that

Gaurambika was the wife of Bukkaraya and her son the second Harihara

! Other verses are 1.74; 2.2,40,42
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was the succzssor of Bukkaraya to the empire of Vijaynagar. By scrutiny
of the descriptions given by Gangadevi it will be clear that the
descendents of Kamparaya alone were the rulers of Vijaynagar empire and

that Kamparaya himself was the next Samrata of the empire”.
King Kampana :
He was the son of King Bukka and Queen Devayi born on an auspicious

day and was rightly named Kampana by his father Bukka, who educated

him in military science and made him expert in the science of warfare :

A9 9N Rad wowt: deffdanfagrasd |
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Poetess Gangadevi depicts his personality, generosity, valour and
statesmanship :

AU HISTEOIgST TEHHE TRATHI |
RS FAR S TUvEI et sH: inyREe -3

He touched the heartstrings of his people and collected tax in a very

gentle manner.

AYES YEIaa nves st 97 7 ffage e |
gt faasaar yyadifafen qaafaa wnygufasa-y s

FafreeRf vt qdw qRapieE |
fafayaafufican yofeda 93 s imgafasa-u.u

As depicted by poetess Gangadevi, other kings ruling over the regions of

Magadh, Malav, etc. paid homage to him :

! Other verses are 9.14, 15, 27
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King Kampana was also fond of Performing Arts like music, dance etc.:

fFraarfreafEeat: |
qmmﬁammww ECRIEERECIEY |

P. S. Shastry states, “In this k&vya it is indicated that he was functioning
as Yuvaraja, even during the life time of king Bukkaraya. King Bukkaraya
taught Kamparaya lessons in statecraft and diplomacy, handed over his
ministers, commanders and trusted subordinate kings. This establishes
that even before his invasions, he was holding sway over the Vijaynagar
kingdom as a Yuwvardja. Recognizing him as his regal representative,
emperor Bukkaraya himself adorned Kamparaya with all his royal

jewellery, before sending him for the invasion. Poetess describes
Kamparaya as “gRgUcasAa qaifes@”, thus proving that Kamparaya is also

known as Harihara. In 1352 AD Kamparaya raided Kanchi and killed
Camparaya, the right hand man of the Sultan of Madhura. It was this
Kamparaya that invaded Kerala and Andhra regions. Like his father he

had the assistance of able and efficient ministers.”
Conclusion :

King Ka}npana ruled for 28 years and strove like his father Bukka for the
revival of Vedic culture in southern India. The contemporary Muslim
rulers like Jalaluddin Hasan Shah and Camparaya, rulers of Kanchi and
Madhura, who aimed to root out Hindu culture were defeated by king

Kampana with great courage and fortitude.
Rulers defeated by King Kampana :

Poetess Gangadevi describes Camparaya alias Sambuvardya as the enemy
king of king Kampana. He ruled over the Tondamandalam, a portion of
Kanchi. King Kampana was ordered by his father to defeat king

§ambuvar5ya. King Kampana prepared himself for the war against
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Sambuvariya and by defeating and killing.him on the battlefield ruled

peacefully over Kanchi :

I qrevEiTeded : Y IyEr, Ti=gEn, |

gty sEEafdays: sfaffammesgdiia imyufesm-3.620
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In a single combat, Sambuvaraya was defeated by king Kampana :

Y FfaaacEy 9ER: FEUfd: |
et wvy ad=sqia iaguiisa-v.cRi

Commentator P. S. Shastry states, “Champaraju, became the king of the
Dravidians administering Tondamandalam from Kanchipuram. He was
assisting and playing to the tune of the Muslim ruler. A fierce battle took
place at the hill fort of Rdjagambhira. Kamparaju killed Champaraju alias
Sambuvaraya and reigned over Kanchimandalam with Markathgapuram as
capital. Two independent kingdoms were flourishing in the Dravidian
region during the time of Bukkardya. One of them was éambuvarﬁya in
Tondamandalam with Kanchi as its capital. The second was the Sultanate
of Madhura. Both of them came into being during the regime of
Mohmmad-Bin-Toglak, Emperor of Delhi. In 1335, Sambuvariya was
installed as the ruler of Tondamandalam. But he died in 1339 AD within

four years. His son Rajanarayana succeeded him in 1362 AD.”

Surathranudu, according to poetess Gangadevi was the Sultan who
defeated Pandyas, Colas and Vira Ballala :

mu:mmn;@‘ EEIGEG EtEaE el
TE FATUT SR . iwgufsEg - .|

King Kampana killed this Sultana namely Jalaluddin Hasan Shah ruling

over Madhura :



117

SN AT (A SFAH T H AT H |
RedrarrEgars i g wuE iagafasEe - .31

According to commentator P. S. Shastry, “History reveals that in the 14™
century before 1340 AD, Jalaluddin Hasan Shah, the commander of the
Sultan of Delhi was holding sway over the Pandya kingdom. This Sultan
is the last of those who ruled over Madhura. Jalaluddin Hasan Shah ruled
only for five years. This k4vya establishes that he was the person who
killed Veera Ballala. This book enables us to assert that this Sultan

Jalaluddin himself is the counterpart of the hero.”

In the Mahakavya, Vira Balldla is referred only once by the poetess (as

mentioned above IX.27).

According to the commentator P. S. Shastry, he was killed by Sultan of
Madhura namely, Jalaluddin Hasan Shah. Vira Ballala took it as his duty
to protect South India from onslaughts of the Muslims. Very often he
resisted the Muslim forces that tried to conquer the south and emerged

victorious. He was killed in 1340 AD by the Muslims.
Royal Spiritual Teachers :

Poetess Gangadevi bows down to Guru KriyaSakti (c. 14" century AD),
an ardent devotee of Lord Siva : |

YRS fasamad g |
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According to the commentator P. S. Shastry, “3ifenq ®red fasramwS-
TR ad SIS TARaTaaE e 3t avdd 1

Chandraprabha in her book “Historical Mahakavyas in Sanskrit” observes
“In spite of the later kings of Vijaynagar being served by the Vedantic
sage Vidyaranya, they did not give up their family priest Kasivilasa
KriyaSakti Papdita. This has been well proved by an inscription of the

Mysore State, which record that Bukka II, son of Harihara II, made a
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grant of land to Vidyasankara, with the knewledge of Kriyasakti. From
this, it becomes clear that Kriyasakti was the Kulaguru of the kings of

Vijaynagar and that he occupied a distinguished position.”
Visvanatha (1294-1325 AD) was the teacher of poetess Gangadevi :

o) u faerlt qafagena: watat: )
T yHRREETy 9fid wgusafy payufasa-g.es i

Krishnamachariar M. in his book “History of Classical Sanskrit
Literature” observes “Vi§vanatha lived at Warrangal under the patronage
of Pratapa Rudra Deva (1294-1325 AD). Left as an orphan while yet a
child, he was educated by his maternal uncle Agastya. He was the author

of Saugaridhikaharanpa, a play based on Mahabharata (Vanaparva).”
Poets mentioned in the Mahdkavya Madhuravijayam

Poetess Gangadevi mentions Agastya (1294-1375 AD) as the author of 74

Kavyas and a poet of great erudition :

JqEaEfaEG AHATHES |
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M. Krishnamachariar observers, “Agastya was the court poet of king
Pratapa Rudra Deva of Warangal (1294-1375 AD) and was probably
patronized by King Sangama and Bukka I of Vijaynagar. His Bzlabharata,
a poem in 29 cantos relates the whole story of the Mahabharata, beginning
with the origin of the Kuru line of kings from the Moon. The poetry is
highly musical and the felicity of expression is remarkable. His
Krspacarita is a prose work on the life of Sri Krsna. His Nalakirtikaumudi
is a poem on Nala’s story available only in 2 cantos. Among his other
works are Laksmisivastava, Lalitisahasranama, Manipariksa, Sivasamhita
and Sakaladhikara.”
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Gangadhara (1250-1350 AD) :

TR ST THIEHEHET |

ARHAT T 0D IR A NI~ 2.4 |
According to the commentator P. S. Shastry, his date is 1250 to 1350 AD.
Krishnamachariar in his book “History of Classical Sanskrit Literature”
states, “Gangadhara, was the son of Agastya’s sister. He is said to have
composed a play visualising the story of the AMahabhdrata. He was
probably also the author of the two plays Candravilisa, and
Righavabhyudaya.”

Earlier celebrated poets mentioned by Gangadevi :

Poetess Gangadevi praises sage Valmiki (c. 200 BC-200AD), the author
of the first Epic (Mahakavya) Ramayapa marking the beginning of
composition of Kavya (Padyanirmana) :

QAMISH], FURE §al graasr g o
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Gangadevi glorifies the learned poet Vyasa (c. 400 BC-400AD), who
composed a number of scholarly texts apart from separating and editing
the four Vedic texts. His composition Mahabharata is the magnum opus
containing 18 chapters (Parvas) :

S R e qrdaiE ol |

TEERARIG! W gafor yafor naggafasas-e.&1
Poetess pays tribute to renowned poets Kalidasa (c. 4™ century AD), Bana
(c. 7' century AD) and Bharavi (c. 6" century AD) in the following

VErIses
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Poetess eulogises the melodious lingnistic diction of the poet Banabhatta
and offers homage to the poet Bharavi, the author of the Mahikivya
Kiratarjuniyvam :

ferrderwaRyr TRt wRa: w=3: |

¥ oS fagruml aafesan iayufasa-L R

Tikkaya (1210-1290 AD) :

Swami Madhavanand in his book “Great Women of India” informs “This
Tikkaya is none other than the famous Tikkana Somayaji, the author of

fifteen out of the eighteen parvas (books) of the Telugu Mahabharata.”

frmasawawie: e Foilg: |
gyl wiafied? gaifia dead imyufasam-2.23 1

Historical references found in the Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya :

The ancestors of king Raghunatha are described in details in canto six of
this Mahakavya.

King Timma (c. 1500 AD) :

He was the first ancestor of king Raghunatha :

C TR T RS WaE : HE WAL |
ay yatasas v fowsrmyfoes: wdia: 1Ay Ean-g .30

Cinna Cevva (1549-1572 AD) :

Cinna Cevva, the grandfather of king Raghundtha was the son of Timma
and Bayyambika. In the following verses his works for the society are
described :

qq: IHRAY FARGAT TSR FHFAYAFAT_ |

wErH sareie genfiuae: fEfoaeas: irgTmarEE-e g

foaad @ fagumdify frd een Fremifdaen:

w91 FHIR THR TEETUIREAHS © 1T SaH,-€ . |



121

sitiienae faaryHs : TeREFIREE, |
ARSI 4 R A1 Toareim: 1T e -€ ]
TeIf= gAY e urErRt=S Saanf=am |

TETIERI Y WA SUHR I WAagHFHq: 1T ETIA-& 20 |

Krishnamachariar in his book “History of Classical Sanskrit Literature”
points out “This Cinna Cevva Naik became the first ruler of Tanjore. He
ruled about (1549-1572 AD). He built the big Gopuram (towngate) and
tank at Tiruvannamalai, the Dhvajastamhbha (Pillar of Victory) at

Vriddhachalam and compound wall and steps to the temple of Sri-sailam.”

S. Krishnaswami Ayyangar also observes in his text “Sources of
Vijaynagar History” “Cinna Cevva, the second son of Timma, was a great
warrior and offered many valuable gifts to the temples of Sri-sailam and
Vriddhachalam. He made many offerings (gifts) and established many
Agraharas (land given to Brahmins) on the banks of the Kaveri. He

married Miurtyambika, the sister of the Queen of Acyutaraya.”

King Acyuta (1572-1614 AD)

<

Acyutappa Nayaka, the father of king Raghunatha married Miirtyambika
who gave birth to Raghunitha, the hero of the Mahakavya :

WA vaaE qUaeRy aftas Jhiada sifd: |
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Like his father Cinna Cevva, king Acyuta was also a generous person who
contributed a lot to the development of the society as rightly pointed out
by Aiyangar Krishnaswami in his book “Sources of Vijayanagar History”,
“Acyutappa is praised by the son of Govinda Diksita for his long and
beneficent rule, for the destruction of his enemies, and for his liberal
patronage of learned men. He gave many villages to the temple of

Srirangam, offered a costly diamond throne to the God Ranganatha, rich
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necklace, crown all set with diamonds. He had many agraharas built in his

name. He performed many religious services in various temples.”

Henry Heras has also stated the same point in his book “Aravidu dynasty
of Vijaynagar”, “Acyuta constructed the beautiful golden Vimana (tower
over the chamber) at Srirangam and made many gifts to the God Siva
worshipped at Rameshwaram and restored the many firthas (holy bathing
ghatas) of the place which were in ruins. He constructed many temples,
granted agraharas and performed gifts like muktatulapurusa (weighing

himself against pearls and distributing the pearls in charity).”

Rijactidamani, a court poet of king Acyutaraya has also depicted the
philanthrophic works of his royal patron in his composition Rukmini-
kalyana Mahakavya and described king Acyuta, father of Raghunitha as a
great donor :
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Raghunatha Nayaka (1614-1634 AD)

Raghunitha Nayaka, the son of King Acyutappa and Miirtyambika was a
great ruler of the Tanjore lines of Nayaka. By his valour he defeated the
Pararigis and the other alien rulers for the establishment of Dharma and
Hindu culture. He was a great devotee of God Rama. In the whole
Mahakavya in almost all the cantos we find the depiction of glorious
personality, splendid virtues and majestic deeds of king Raghunatha :

TG HRIT WSRO FAAFIHATATE: |
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As a King he was capable of protecting his subjects and was called Janaka
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(father) by his subjects. His subjects enjoyed pleasure and prosperity
during his reign :
T8 g THe AT TST 997 a1: gRuresa=a+, |
I WA T S o S agfRr 1A e -3
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His court was endowed with learned poets and poetesses as well as erudite
scholars. During his reign Tanjore became the great centre of learning and
culture in South India. As pointed out in the following verses there were
several talented ladies proficient in various forms of art. Andhra
Ramayapa composed by king Raghunitha was translated by his court

poetess Madhuravani :

L ERIGE E L CR I EER ISR RCRE Tk e G e O
Hifer: FHearas o g eufaT e 1T -4 83 1

King Raghunatha has also written many books like Parijataharana,
Valmikicarita, Acyutendrabhyudaya, Gajendra-moksa, Nalabhyudaya,

Rukmini Krspna-vivaha, Yaksagana, Ramdyanasara samgraha.

According to M. Krishnamachariar, “Raghunatha was a poet and musician
and discovered a new type of Vipg called after his name. His Sazgita-
sudha is a comprehensive work on music, including instrumental music
and dancing. His Bharatasudhi embraced dancing. Among his other works
are Parijataharapa, Valmikicarita, Acyutendrabhyudaya, Gajendra-Moksa,
Nalabhyudaya and Rukmini-Krspa-vivaha, Yaksagiana, Ramaiyanasira-

sarigraha.”

The same information is given by Shridhar Bhaskar Varnekar in his

Sanskrit Varigmaya Kosa and Madhyakalina Kosa of Shastri Chitrao.

! Other verses are : 5.54, 57; 11.24; 12.23
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Rajaclidamani Dikeita (17" century AD) patronised by king Raghunatha
Nayaka has composed a play called ‘Anandarighava in five acts.

Rijactidamani says in the prastavana of The Anandaraghava :

i RAT S E e G0 TAT AR 6 eedT: WRSaetvr, Tanged Y

According to Rajactidamani Diksita, these works of Raghunatha were
dramas. The Parijatzharana was composed in one night. He says in his
Rukminikalyana Mahakavya :
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In the present Mahikavya he is described as helping neighbouring King
Venkatadevaraya, king of Nepal (Jaffna) and also destroying evil kings
like Colaga and Jaggaraya :
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V. Vriddhagirisan, in his text “The Nayaks of Tanjore", observes “He is
called the establisher of the Karnat and the Nepal (Jaffna) kings and Neo
Daisarati (Rama) in building a bridge of boats across the ocean between
the main land of India and the Jaffanese coast of Ceylon, in his expedition
against his Portuguese enemies. During his rule there was peace, which
marked the development of the various cultural activities for which
Tanjore has been famous. King Raghunatha himself was a great scholar in
various fields. Several poets flourished at Tanjore under his royal

patronage.”
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Atyangar Krishnaswami, in his book “Sources of Vijaynagar History”
observes, “He placed Rama Deva Raya (Venkatadevaraya) firmly on the
throne of Chandragiri (Penukonda). He married Kalavati, the daughter of

Vempa Réja and Laksmamba and had by her the son Vijayaraghava.”

V. Vriddhagirisan in his book “The Nayaks of Tanjore” states, “King
Raghunatha was married to a Papdya princess. While the author of
Sahityaratnakara, Yajfianarayana Diksita says that he married a number of
princesses. In the text USaparipayam it is found that his queens were
Chencha Lakshmanna and Kaldvati. Vijayaraghava Nayaka was his son by
his Chief Queen Kalavati. The Raghunatha-Abhyudaya Natakam by
Vijayaraghava Nayaka calls Kalavati as Pafram purapi. Raghunatha had a
number of wives is mentioned in all the literary works of different court
poets in his kingdom.” Poetess Ramabhadramba in the Aahidkavya
Raghunatha-Abhyudaya calls herself as one of his numerous consorts :

¢ T qUEYd 4 a5, 9d WG 99 q |
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THE TANJORE LINE OF NAYAKAS
(A.D. 1500-1662)

Timma (15% Century AD)

V4

Cinna Cevva (1549-1572 century AD)

AV

Acyutardya (1572-1614 century AD)

/

Raghunatha (1614-1634 century AD)

i

Vijayaraghava (1634-1662 century AD)
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King Raghunatha is appropriately compared with God Rama, the king. of
Ayodhya who was kind, generous, brave, considerate, and righteous. He
practised Dharma and protected it. During his reign, there was perfect
happiness, and prosperity prevailing all over the earth as stated in the
following verses of Ramiyapa composed by sage Valmiki :
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King Raghuniatha was endowed with the virtues like those of God Rama.
Poetess Ramabhadramba has depicted the personality of king Raghanatha
as a prominent emperor who ruled over the western part of Southern India
during 17" century AD. He was endowed with several commendable
virtues like self-confidence, faith in the supreme Reality and interest in

different walks of life :
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Like God Rama, he constructed the bridge across the ocean while fighting
against the Portuguese ruling over Jaffna (Srilanka) :

fafeew 4¢ faftremqs wtor v farmeg )
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Just as God Rama gave back the reign of Srilanka to Vibhisana, the

brother of Ravana, similarly king Raghunitha restored the region of Nepal



(Jaffna) :
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The verses from Ramiyapa' are :
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In the present Mahakavya  Raghunatha-Abhyudaya,  poetess
Ramabhadramba who was also a consort of king Raghunatha has revealed
her genuine affection and reverence for the emperor by rightly comparing
him with God Rama. She has beautifully portrayed his powefful

pcrsonaliiy, impressive spiritual growth and splendid philanthropic deeds.
Krsnappa and Colaga (1600 AD) :

Krsnappad was the king of Tundir (the region of Kanchi) who was
imprisoned by Venkatadevaraya in 1586. King Raghunitha, after his
Penukonda campaign, fought with Venpkatadevaraya on his behalf and
released Krsnappa Nayaka :
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During the fight against Raghunatha, Colaga, ruler of Devikottah region,
asked the help of Krsnappa Niayaka :

! valmiki Rimayana — Critical Edition, Oriental Institute, Vadodara, 1992, page 821
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The same point is depicted in the book “The Nayaks of Tanjore” by V.
Vriddhagirisan and “The Aravidu Dynasty of Vijaynagar” by Rev. Henry

Heras.
King of Nepal (Jaffna in Srilanka) :

In the Mahikivya Raghunitha-Abhyudaya, king of Nepal asks king
Raghunitha to help him in the combat against Parargis (Portuguese) and
narrates how his ancestors were assisted formerly by the forefathers of

king Raghunatha in the same task :
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King Raghunatha concedes to help the king of Nepal in regaining back his
kingdom and starts his campaign against Colaga, the ruler of Devikottah,
the Parangis (Portuguese of Jaffna) and Jaggaraya, the ruler of Karnat
empire :
Sy 9 TSR TINEA IS |
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J. B. Chaudhari therefore rightly observes and states, “The King of Nepal is

the ruler of the island of Jaffna. This cannot be modern Nepal as it is described as
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an island accessible by a bridge of boats. Raghunitha calls himself “Nepala-
bhilpala-sthapanacaryd’ in his “ Bharata-sarigraha’.

V. Vriddhagirisan in his book “The Nayaks of Tanjore” states, “The army
crossed the channel with the aid of wooden floats. Raghunitha offered battle to
the Portuguese, who finding themselves exhausted in spite of the furious change
of their guns, fled for their lives, while a large number of them escaped by the
sea in small ships. Raghunatha inflicted another crushing defeat upon the
Portuguese and reinstated the Jaffnese ruler on his throne. This victory over the
Portuguese of Jaffna must have happened before the battle of Topur and
immediately after the capture of the fort of Devikottah and hence the date of this
campaign may be fixed approximately towards the close of AD 1615 or in the
beginning of the year AD 1616. Nothing more is known about this expedition
and the internal evidence does not throw any light as to who was the Jaffnese
king that sought the help of Raghunatha in his endeavour to regain his lost
throne.” [Nepal is identified with Jaffna as it is said that the country was
surrounded by ocean and other particulars of the description of this country
satisfy this identification] “The Pararigis (Portuguese) had on several occasions
been defeated by his ancestors and they had been waiting to wreak their

vengeance upon the king of Nepal.”
Colaga (1600 AD) :

Colaga was the feudatory king of Krspappa Nadyaka and his capital was
Devikottah :
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King Raghunatha defeated Colaga on the battlefield and by capturing him put

him in prison :
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According to V. Vriddhagirisan, “Colaga was feudatory king of Krsnappa
Nayaka of Gingee and he is compared with Ravana for his misdeeds.
Colaga was the ruler of the south eastern portions also of the kingdom of
Gingee and his capital was Devikottah (Tirukottah) also called Jalkota by
the historians meaning surrounded by water an island fort at the mouth of

river Coleroon.”
Venkatadevaraya (1614 AD) :

Venkatadevaraya, the ruler of Karnat Empire, asked king Acyuta to lend
the services of his son prince Raghunitha to fight against Pirasikas

(Muslim rulers) :
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Historical Information found in the Text Vaidyaniilia-présada-puasasti:

The period from the 8™ century to the 12" century was marked by
different types of political activities particularly in the field of social,
religion and cultural movements in Rajasthan. The central part of Marwar
was ruled by the Parmaras, Southwest Marwar by the Solankis and
Chittod by the Guhilots who made efforts for the upliftment of the

contemporary society.

The Mewar chiefs called Ripas were the descendents of the solar race.

(Stryavamsr).

Poetess Devakumarika has highlighted the glorious personalities of some

of the kings of Mewar in the text Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti :

The first chapter contains 48 verses which enumerate the powerful kings
like Bappa Ravala, Bhimasimha, Ksetrasirhha, Kumbhakarna,
Amarasimha, Jagatasithha, Sangramasimha-II. The whole family lineage

is given as below :

1) Bappa Ravala (c. 781-810 AD)
2) Rahappa Riana (1201 AD)

3) Narapila (1300 AD)

4)  Dinakara (1300 AD)

5) Yasahkarpa (1300 AD)

6) Nagapala (1300 AD)

7) Purnapala (1300 AD)

8) Prthavimalla (1300 AD)

9) Bhimasimha (died 1303 AD)
10) Jayasimha (c. 1300 AD)

11) Laksmanpasimha (1314 AD)
12) Arisirhha (c. 1314 AD)

13) Hammira (1327-1365 AD)
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14) Ksetrasimha (1365-1382 AD)

15) Laksa (1382-1397 OR 1422 AD)

16) Mokala (1397 OR 1422 AD)

17) Kurhbhakarna (1433-1468 AD)

18) Rayamalla (1474-1509 AD)

19) Sangramasimha I (1509-1530 AD)

20) Udayasimha IT (1537 OR 1541-1575 AD)
21) Pratapasirhha (1571-1597 AD)

22) Amarasimha (1597-1620 AD)

23) Karnasirhha (1621-1628 AD)

24) Jagatasimha (1628-1654 AD)

25) Rajasimba (1654-1681 AD)

26) Jayasirhha (1681-1699-1700 AD)

27) Amarasimha II - Devakumarika (1699-1712 AD)
28) Sangramasimha IT (1711-1734 AD)!

Poetess Devakumarika in her text Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti has
furnished detailed information regarding the celebrated ancestors of her
glorious family beginning with valorous emperor Bappa Raivala, the
founder of the Guhilot dynasty. He performed a number of righteous
deeds meant for the well being of the subjects and it added to the glory
and splendour to the Rapa family. This tradition of performing various
noble works useful to the family and to the people at large was maintained
and continued by the descendents of Biappa Ravala as nicely depicted by
poetess Devakumarika. Acgording to the poetess by the blessing of Lord
Ekaliriga these Rana's were ruling on the earth who belonged to the solar

race and were blessed by God Siva alias Ekaliriga :

H YA1E, THfgal Smar aa f&avg: |
T YR T U qon {a: FRAey 139 ma 9T.9.-.x

! Chaudhary J. B. — Sanskrit Poetesses, page 15
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These Rapa's acquired the title Ripa (Rapapada) from the ancient King
Rahappa, who ruled for 38 years in Chittod and since they were skilful in
warfare they were called Rapa (X9 STt ).

FTEg orae ferawa Teearor: wide: gfEsan
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Ranchod Bhatt (1654-1681 AD) was patronised by Rapna Rajasithha. He
has composed two Mahakiavyas namely Rdjaprasasti and Amarakavyam
explaining the glorious personalities of the rulers of Mewar and their

activities.

Ranchod Bhatt in his Mahikiavya Rajaprasasti has explained the term
Rana . ‘

ARG [T s |
Fyeard Wit warfeefear Jar: 1usrafia-3.3310

According to Ranchod Bhatt sons of Gahilot were called Grhaditya among
which the eldest one was called Bappa :

Teifieym: 9 nfeetaryegar: |
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After Bappa Ravala, the poetess has mentioned the nine princes viz.,
Narapala, Dinakara, YaSakarna, Nagapila, Ptirnapala, Prthvimalla,
Bhuvanasimmha, Bhimasimha and Laksamanasimtha who are nicely
depicted in the present text Vaidyanitha-prasada-prasasti. Poetess

Devakumarika depicts each one of them in a charming diction :



138

She starts with Marapala (c. 1200 AD) :
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Then comes Dinakara (c. 1200 AD), who was so called because he was
endowed with lustre like that of the Sun :
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The Rana Yasakarna (c. 1200 AD) (was so named) because his reputation
pervaded in the whole earth :
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& FarHagyfEeEieETa fyeaft idemg .-

Nagapala (c. 1200 AD), who had might of innumerable elephants is again
beautifully described by the poetess Devakumarika :
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Puirpapala (c. 1200 AD), was the next ruler who gO\‘remed his kingdom for
the complete happiness of people :
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Prthvimalla (c. 1200 AD) was the next ruler after Purpapila who
vanquished all his enemies resembling elephants in might :

TR QU Jeatnes Refaftaa sRawe:
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Bhuvanasimha and Bhimasimha were brave kings, who possessed the
might of elephant :

TG AR YT aret wead |
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Favasirnha’s name itself suggests the permanent victory, which is essertial
for every ruler : '
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s T afen FRearie YA wfeaq fuxal 9w 19 g 919.-2.Re
Laksmanasirhha (1313 AD) was so called because he resembled Rama’s
younger brother Laksmana who defeated his enemies resembling
Meghanada :
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Poet Ranchod Bhatt in his Mahakavya Rajaprasasti, too mentions these
rulers viz. Narapati, Jasakarpa, Nagapala, Purpapala, Prthvimalla,
Bhuvanasimha, Jayasithha, Laksmanasimha. These nine princes are said to
have ruled within a time period of 50 years according to the poet Ranchod
Bhatt :

qestaeE: Yawd El YaTries: |

qe P RIS SEfEe aogd: i evaia- .3

BTN TR SH AL T, A ATa—¢. ¥ |

Arisirhha and Hammira (1327-1365 AD) :

TR AR YW {Avsaravsedl s |
BUEE TR YHREoagnr sffi: idegg w.y.-2.30

Ranchod Bhatt in his Mahakavya Rajaprasasti mentions Arisirhha to be

the elder brother of Ajayasirnha and the son of Rana Laksmanasirha.

Qg ga: i : 94 oy <9 |
TG TR SHETRN HEIW vewe: ITagafea—x. |

King Hammira, son of Arisimha ruled from 1327-1365 AD. He was brave
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and adventurous ruler, whn fought successfully against the Muslim ruler
like Akbar :

s R srRuagedii: afrgasn o wede: |
frcaeaad rgyasyfataeysrery: 13T 9.9 .-2.33

According to James Tod, “Hammira succeeded in 1301 AD and had sixty
four years granted to him to redeem his country from the ruins of the past
century, where period had elapsed since India ceased even the permanent
sway of war active princes. Hammira died leaving a name still honoured
in Mewar as one of the wisest and most gallant of the princes and
bequeathing a well established and extensive power to his son

Ksetrasimha”.

Ksetrasimha, son of Hammira ruled from 1364-1384 AD. He captured
Ajmer from Lila Pathan and vanquished the Delhi monarch Humayun :

IR Yage T guoid : fafde: fgla s |
i vl wrafa dtvad e o[t aear ISy, 18T 9TY.-Q Ry |

Ranchod Bhatt observes :

i aqEiad vami vamEal 99 |

ST eEaar BIET BER Aeewda: ITIIaRa-¥.] |
Laksa ruled from 1382-1422 AD. According to the poetess Devakumarika
Since he made gift of Lakh (Jaksa) of coins and defeated his enemies

hundred thousand i.e. lakh times, so he is called Laksa. He ascended the
throne of Chittod in 1362 AD and fought against Mohammad Shah Lodi :

S8 =Y N faud saafy s a9 <90
A ByaR faws s eafiHsTREEts: 13T U.9.~LRE 1
i =qEial v g 9@ |
AAFG TN BIET HEE) Arhersad: ISy afea-¥.]8 1
Mokala reigned from 1397-1433 AD, an important era in the history of

India. He was called Mokala because both Vispu and Siva reigned
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supreme in his heart :

THRaTH T, fewe IeramE! fhe TS |
A Fafy @ wETAae TEHEY Qe s 1deTg Y.~ |

Kumbhai, the son of Mokala, ruled from 1433-1468 AD. According to the
poetess he was more powerful than Kumbhakarna, the brother of Ravana.

he was skilled in donating numerous strong elephants :

: FERUIGTY JEUTHT T2 FHTHUIRTAT: T3 |
7: pivERyafaaaft: @ sy suR gy m.9.-2.3% 1

He is so called Kurmhbhakarpari because like the elephant, emitting ichors,

this king used to generously give gifts to the needy people :
SO T 39 g afea

According to Ranchod Bhatt, he ruled for 35 years and constructed a fort

Kumbhalameru.

According to James Tod, “Maharaja Kumbha was great warrior and a
patron of art and music. He was not only a great king, administrator,
warrior, politician, poet, but also a great architect with high aesthetic
taste. Besides fortresses, he also erected Temples. Kumbha Rapa was also
a poet. He composed a tika, or appendix to the ‘Divine Melodies’ in praise
of Krsna (Gitagovinda). Out of the 84 fortresses for the defence of
Mewar, 32 were erected by Kumbha. He built 32 fort in Mewar of which
the forts of Kumbhalgarh, is the most famous. Kumbha’s place in the
Annals of Rajasthan and India as a builder, writer and a military

commander is imperishable.”

His manifold qualities gave Mewar a good administration. Rajasthan will
ever remember this great son with gratitude. During the struggle against
the Mughal forces, Maharapa Pratapa’s main base was Kumbhalgarh.
From this fort he marched towards Haldighati to meet the armies of Salim

and Manasithha. Even after the battle of Haldighat, the fort remained the
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centre of his activities.

Rayamalla ruled from 1474-1509 AD and had three sons, Sanga,
Prthviraja and Jaimalla :

q TS T FIEG qa q9al fafassa |
o TEE Uit AEdiST Hae o T 9E S 19Ty 9Ly .20

Sangramsimha-I alias Sanga, son of Rayamalla ruled from 1509-1530 AD.
Maharapa Sangrama, is also known in the Annals of Mewar as Sanga who
defeated the forces of Ibrahim Lodi twice and fought with Babar in 1526
AD. In all, Maharapa Sangrama won eighteen battles against the Sultans
of Delhi and Malwa and in the end controlled either directly or indirectly
the great part of Rajasthan :

AGFSAT YITTHIVE: YUTATGE YT |

TRRTYY AT THER FRVITEINTG, T2 1A T1.9.-2.32 1
Udayasimha ascended the throne of Chittod in, 1541 AD. The significant
work which Mahirapa Udayasimha undertook was the foundation of
Udaipur town. He also constructed a lake known as Udaisagar, which is
well known even today :

qiftfar guvETa: WA Iqafdeyufa: |
A7 fagasdey yydigaqd fafaffay idwama gr.g. .33

Ranchod Bhatt in his Mahakavya Rajaprasasti states :
Ayt fespmieal Yuiae 9kt |
T IZATHET ¥ FRSANFAIRA TS v.q0l

quf  Nrewwd guwiay sifgufaufafos fes e an
18 fad Igafieramdamesiggaarrafaes ITsyafia-e8.2u

Pratapasimha, the celebrated hero, the glory of the Medieval India, son of
Udayasirtha ruled Chittod from 1571-1597 AD. He became the protector
of religion and stood strongly against the Muslim Emperor Akbar. The

most famous battle which took place during the reign of Mahiripa Pratapa
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was on the plains of the Haldighati abont 40 miles north of Udaipur. Both
Kumbhalgarh and Udaipur were occupied by Mughal forces. Later
Maharapa Pratapa succeeded in recovering Kumbhalgarh and many other
fortified forts and took back whole of Mewar. Devotion, sacrifice, bravery
and nationalism were the four pronged viftues of Rapa Pratapa. Despite ill
condition he resisted the might of the great grand Mughal Akbar, till his
last breath :

garafadis g a9a e dd Sl uftsar |
TRwIYL : gEFeT Lo gHis@dd o S STy .30

Rapa Pratdapa, was a successful administrator and an able General who
planned his strategies in a manner as to resist onslaught of the mighty
Akbar. Though defeated in the battle of Haldighati by the combined forces
of Akbar and Rzj7 Manasithha of Amber, he subsequently regained most

of his territory and brought back the honour of Mewar.

Amarasimha, the eldest son of Maharapa Pratapa ascendgd the throne in
1597-1620 AD :

IR [AVSHAVSHHI : HTYHTEHLS Fe4: |
M T19 FaAT: ATT 9[U: W& v A 96 19T I1.9.-2.36 |

J. B. Chaudhari rightly states, “The repeated attacks of the Mughal
Emperors wrecked the fortune and forces of Chittod so much that Shah

Jahan, attacked again in 1613 AD. Amarasimha could not defend him.”
Karnasimmha ruled from 1621-1628 AD :

TEHTRA FUGAHEHTAEYS yfeda wof: |
A AT T HOTIS g IS Wan-5-+e9: | Sgg wy.~2.300

L. P. Mathur in his book “Forts and Strong holds of Rajasthan” states that
he built the Jagamandira in 1622 AD. According to Ranchod Bhatt, “He

had the foot sign of lotus and was generous like Karna and hence named

Karnasirhha” : TIeeHI (5He : HOQAIUHY: IS Af&a-L1
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Jagatasimha succeeded his father Karpasimha in 1628 AD and ruled from
1628-1654 AD :

FIifar SrevRrATeT A dteieely 99 | |
TSrgTETd uN forsi: wrareAy foewtaaT 1T 9Ty .-

Ranchod Bhatt states, “Jagatasithha performed the donation of silver by
praising the Jyotirliiga of Omkareshwar, which was worshipped by
Mandhata” :

wfafa g q T aqasTH S a0 |

QAU T 9% AT TIQUITAI] ITSITafEd 4. .36 0
In the following verse we find that he has constructed the idol of Lord
Jagannitha in a beautiful temple on Vaiszkhi Pirnima :

sifer=ad gfofurn dwr@ sisereafa: |
SO TR e 1T afE-y e i

James Tod also observes, “Rapa Jagatasirhha built the palace on the lake

called Jagnivasa on which is Jagamandira.”

J. B. Chaudhari rightly states, “Karnasirhha reigned for 26 years
peacefully after the death of his father Jagatasimha 1628 AD. The
beautifully carved Jagadi$a temple of Lord Visnu in the town of Udaipur
is worth visiting.” Besides L.P. Mathur in his book “Forts and
Strongholds of Rajasthan”, says that among the several temples of

Udaipur the Jagadi§a temple is worth a visit. It was built in 1651 AD.

Riajasimha ruled from 1654-1681 AD. He succeeded his father
Jagatasithha in 1654 AD and built the famous lake called Rajsamand at
Kankroli to save his subjects from famine :

aarswag yfirefa: yftsa gufts: fee vefle: |

7% Y EndSeY 93 FHAHTEEtY 13wy 9ry.-2.3%1

While Rajasimha was going to Jaisalmer to get married, he saw on the

way a place for constructing a lake and thus decided to built a dam and



145

after five daye en an anspicious day king Rajasirhha named the lake as
‘Rajsagar’ which is also called Rajsamudra :

TN HITR €8T &1 SN unf=any |

HA: T TGHT IS, ITSIAia-R ol

AR e T qTSM aHHEA: |

QUHATEHI=ia Hd wrfatd Gagd ITSyaiE-] .20

T ar=A feafa aoqlres arirea s foafa ToEmR: |

TR TSNS §0a] TIRASITE { S9M & I aiEa-24.3% 1

TERAMT & TR TSz 54 iy |
T g% ferdaeR fesd ad fafa yffmmas: iaewaf@a-ge o

Jayasimha, son of Rajasimha, ruled from 1671-1699 AD :

AT SEAfdE ol g3 it ey |
4t greiEva Potwia T gfera afg: vdwmg e

Amarasimha, son of Jayasirhha and the husband of poetess Devakumarika
ruled from 1699-1711 AD. He offered many donations and was the
foremost among all the kings. He captured Malpur on the Ajmer frontier
that belonged to the Emperor of Delhi (Shah Jahan) :
FHTRITAEAATVEE 2 CHSRIA Y {E= S |
fafaferfeatat @ <t wafn wfafeaagardammEaE ik .y .- x|

foars 9 g1 Fa T T 90T AR |
qsAY g qEuE ami fee sfeavita 13 9ry.-x.qu
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Sage Harita, Guru of Bappa Ravala and hic descendents :

Guru was given the highest place and honour in those days and king used
to receive the Guru warmly with utmost courtesy. Sage Harita the teacher
of the royal family of Bappa Ravala is mentioned by poetess
Devakumarika in her Khandakavya Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti :

g1 {AAT gy srieee Rravsrdid |
¥ wHfog faftemuaifadafie fae fm: id.ag.-s

TR gufagaluraenyg sya fafs: |
SEATE s & R Hieoge il garr 14 919.-2.c 1

Ranchod Bhatt in his Mahakavya Rajaprasasti states :

Trttaafyn: gufisis: weinfoyem | =
T S aarse ST : Y9Ed: ey vifa-3.c1

Sage Harita, was a great devotee of Lord Siva alias Ekaliiga, due to
whose grace Bappa Ravala ruled peacefully as rightly pointed out by poet
Ranchod Bhatt :

gaHifead arsq: ¥ qEatuaedi: |

THS TRRIAYAIGIST I, ITST99iea-3.2 0

The Guru like sage Harita was revered by the kings of Mewar and they

used to work for their subjects under his guidance and blessings.
Rajapurohita Sukharama :

Sukharama was generous and truthful Royal Priest in the court of Rana
Sangramasimaha (17 century AD). Dr. Chandrashekhar'ﬁ'ohit in his
book “Mewada ka Samskrta Sahitya” has quoted the following verse
which is taken from “Sadgrimasimha Mahodaya Kavya” written by
Tripathi Bihari (which is not available at present) :

Weawg: oAy vagERiuted Siay: |
TqRardafna ari faafine: Qe o g um i a4
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iy FfaffEaawsryefias q SfeEiyg: |
Fromry, fauma a8 TS SAaeRl JaE IS -3 .63

The same episode is found in Bhdgavata Purdpa :

qragedrd WarE @ Fafs @g e
B go=aasu Jerraadr Tl 1 9rEaquor-20 oy 3l
Poetess Nalini Shukla too portrays God Krsna in her compositions titled
“Natavaradhyanani”, “Krsnakeligitani’, “ VrajakiSorastavanani’, “ Gopikrspalild’
and “Radhanunaya’.
Poetess delineates God Krsna endowed with a crown shining with the feather of
peacock and his waist portion jingling with Kinkini (small bells) :
AR BAEE AT LA,
TATYSSATEe T2 aaamyfaad |
: rerRERETRag .
Fifs<laetdhiaaiad MIGHad 1 MarEfes: i
In the five verses of Krspakeligitam Poetess Nalini Shukla asks Yasoda to
observe the activities of child Krsna :

FUHIYH ofg 99!

&ty FiergE uey QY H@yaTaHia |
AYIHEN Gialao™ YAESEIe |
HAEHT 11 57 fas | .
UMY afe 9! 1qrarEtes: i
FAFATS AEFHIR FUHETHERA |
YA FREaHd AE@awda i

T Fagud T gud |

gomaygr fe I nuErEfe:

In the Vrajakisorastavanam the poetess praises Lord Krsna as a Vrajakisora and
depicts his exploits as a child :

faafeaassaitaenady FoHTHe FeHFaaa o |
FIIRHEE (=3q: FRa-GH TTHUUTSTY SIau= Wi 1aaErsies: o



