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According to poetess Ram ab h ad ram b» h^r Mahakavya Raghunatha-
Abhyudaya, Gaud Bhupati is depicted as wearing a white garment and 

holding a water pitcher beside king Raghunatha.

D. G. Vedia states in his book “ViSvagunadarSa Campu”, “Gaud originally 

is the name of the part of Bengal. In modern times it implies the whole 

Bengali speaking region.”

Kaling :

di^ <&< 14.1 w 1

There is a reference of Kaling Bhupati fanning king Raghunatha.

D. G. Vedia observes in his book “Kaling is the name of a country lying 

to the south of Orissa and extending to the mouth of Godavari”

Kerala :

In the same Mahakavya it is said that the king of Kerala is sitting near 

king Raghunatha.
>,*

D. G. Vedia opines in his book “ Visvagunadarsa CampiP, “This region is 
known as a land of extreme heat high humidity, lagoons and sand dunes. 

The Malabar coast down to the southern most top of the peninsula had 

always remained an independent territory isolated from the rest of India 
by virtue of its position between Ghatas, and sea.”

Pandya :

Wm\t !l

H
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3f#P^lrW3 difealTe!rfcl U,<1 rm u^y\fc|[cf^^iH^ ,

faMt&W TrPTRT ^-ff^RfFT: IIT^TFTTWJ^Fl^o.i* ||

It comprised of the existing districts of Madurai and Tiruvenelly. It was 

thus centred round the basin of the river Vaigai on which the city of 

Madhura is situated.

The city of Vijaynagar described in the Mabakavya Madhuravijayam : 

tIMRftfiftqi TFT Iwnf^RPTS: 1

The city Vijaynagar was established by king Bukka, who made it as its 
capital city. Poetess GangadevI beautifully describes this city of 

Vijaynagar in 20 verses in the first canto.

This city was situated on the bank river Tungabhadra and was adorned by 

huge and gem set town gate (Gopura) resembling the peaks of Sumeru :

There were tall and beautiful trees like Agoka, Caihpaka, Naga, Kesara in 
the gardens of the city. Moreover, the lakes, full of blossomed fragrant 

lotuses and graceful swans enriched the beauty of the city :

TFI%4H^: I

. w ii
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The Royal palace of king Kampana looked splendid on the bank of river 
Tungabhadra where peacocks used to dance spontaneously in the gardens 

of the palace by hearing the sweet music played on Mrdanga (drum) :

iR^iftWI^ \.\o ||

#^'5 "SR^r i
diu^|<wf f§RFcrf% f^Hslfu'^: I

Similar description of city Lanka is found in Sundara Kanda of Ramayana.

tr ¥T^itor wpH1
IRTRFPT-

The city was endowed with beautiful ladies. Some verses describe the 
lovely glances, gait and breasts of the ladies in a very charming diction ;

WWW: IR^TTf^RTT \.^W

m '<srfeR i

Thus, beautiful city of Vijaynagar is described by poetess GangadevI in 

the text Madburavijayam.

The city Madhura described in the Mabakavya Madburavijayam :

Madhuramandalam is the name of the Pandya country the capital of which 

was Madhura.

Commentator P. S. Shastry rightly observes, “Madhura was the capital of 
Pandya kingdom. The country, now to the south of the Rayalaseema was 
then divided into Chola and Pandya regions.” The city being very 

o beautiful and charming was rightly called Madhura which was shattered 
by the Muslim rulers who also destroyed the splendid structures like 

temples, palaces and streets therein (see the map) :
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ts: ten «nten ^ i
^f?r wmteirzpTOf PUShm^**-vp «t^r: u n^rte^ 6.^ 11

The courtyards of the royal palaces, which were once sprinkled with the 

cool water, were sprinkled with the tears of Brahmins captured by 
Turuska and also in the temples in which sounds of Mrdanga (Drums) 

were heard formerly were now echoing the fearful howls of jackals :
„ __ •& r _____ n in- , ,

ten Ttefterr^T: i
Tn te‘ ste# n ftwwn( ii «

wntete ter
TRTFf I 

II

The rivers too were affected by the activities of Yavana rulers. The 
streets, which were earlier resounding with the recitation of the Vedic 
mantras were now full of the fowl roars of drunken Turuskas rulers and 
their officers. The sacred smoke coming out of the sacrificial altar was 
replaced by the filthy odour of raw meat of different animals thrown on 
the roads and also the Royal Paths, Highways, which were formerly 
frequented by the charming ladies wearing Nupura (anklets) giving out 
sweet tinkling sound were turned into the horrible places for dragging 

away the poor Brahmins with iron fetters.

In short the lands of A grah arm (The donation of land given to the 
Brahmins) earlier used by the learned Brahmins were turned into 
Madyagala (Liquor houses) :

r . - au I
613 II
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TWbRTCt W#fT PftRW'TO: 1

: <pr^ II £.<U

£.*311

City Tanjore described in the Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya :

Thanjavur or Tanjavur in Tamil is known as Tanjore today. It is 218 miles 
southwest from Madras (Chennai) and 24 miles from Kumbhakonam 
situated on the bank of river Kaverl. J. M. Somasundaram states in his 

book “The Great Temple at Tanjore”, “According to Puranas, this place 
was an abode of the demon named Tanjan (cT^R) and other demons who

were killed by Lord Visnu in the form of Nila-megha perumala. At the 
time of his death the demon requested Lord Visnu to make this place holy 
and known by his name. Hence this place is known as Tanjavur. This city 

is also known for its bronzes of great beauty, ancient specimens of which 
are housed in the Art Museum of the city. It is rightly called the cultural 
centre of KaverT delta having been the capital of great centre of Chola 
Empire which flourished between 10th and 14th century. The Nayakas and 

the Maratha rulers also made it the capital. Tanjore comprises primarily 
two divisions the small fort of Cevvappa (16th century), grandfather of 

king Raghunatha and the large fort of Vijayaraghava, son of king 
Raghunatha (17th century) and three suburbs.”

City Tanjore is described at length in the Second canto of the Mahakavya 
Raghunatha-Abhyudaya written by poetess Ramabhadramba. According to 
the poetess Ramabhadramba the city was the abode of Goddess LaksmI 

whose citizens were disciplined and followed the path of law and order :

to wmm m Own fropf n .r ii

: l
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Wet -4<(Nl: I
■fwrrw -^trq^Tft \yfcl^ spffcj: II F A ° II

The city looked marvellous with fountains and gardens :

Wet ^ iftflftl Ml^qi pfej tf[cR |
Wet T^^rrsf TWftWT cRRTR, II^MPf?^-^ .^31|

The palaces were studded with jewels, so Tanjore (Tajjanagari) appeared 
like the city of Indra (Amaravatl) whose market places and shops were 

flooded with gems and valuable objects :

MftgraforiKlfolWlAhfuirilc«i; Wf: I

uP'mRuA wi ^recPTxR^r 11 T^TT*tr«^Wr3 A° 11

f^iqf«I^Wdl fteTR FMFWt Wd4HPll ¥W?Tef fl II

-EFpftpyrjt5 WTPT'hMT'
iftrerr WFT* II ^^T8TT«lWf-F^MI

[Note : The Verses 31-46 in Canto II of this text edited by T. R. 

Chintamani are missing and not printed in this text.]

Tundir Mandala or Top$a Mandala :

Tundir Mandala is the Dravid region of which the capital was 
Kanchipuram. According to the commentator P. S. Shastry,

“f*Stt cKIteM I l^TTCsqt WTT ($iq1d4PllcHc|fpj| <^IK?l!fG| W*t|
i wyrf|cft5^ yflrs ff!r i”

In the Mahakavya Madhuravijayam poetess GangadevI depicts, prince 
Kampana conquering and subjugating the Dravid king Camparaya 
reducing him to the position of a tributary king and proceeding 
victoriously to Kanchi, modern Canjeevaram :

■srfcq cp^UytslP^ctl^H: Trqsq
3T?nf«r Wfcfrh^clfcfcTWt: IR^Tlf£|'il4Rv 3 II
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I

IR^TTf^T^ "tf .4?

Similarly in the Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya as depicted by the 
poetess Ramabhadramba, Krsnappa Nayaka was the ruler of the Tundir 

Mandala who was defeated by king Raghunatha :

WTfSm ll^ipmP^Wf-Vs.Vs^ II

T^fTOf¥fT«rt^W^ T^n*R£I: I

wrf^rcf ■^w'Fn^ cf T^TTSIT^^n^-VS .vs?

Marakat:

King Kampana is said to have made the city of Marakat, the seat of 

Government of the newly acquired province as depicted by poetess 

GangadevI:

am •?? m *rc*?icniwf% i
RKpqdR^RUyfd^ll^H' II

Marakat was the city of emeralds. It was the new capital of king Kampana 

after the subjugation of the ruler of Kanchi.

Kumbhakonam City :

N. L. Dey in his book “The dictionary of Ancient and Medieval India” 
states “Kumbhaghona or Kumbhakonam is in the Tanjore district and was 
one of the capitals of the Chola kingdom and was a celebrated place of 

learning” :

■'tprNst

Srirangam :

D. G. Vedia states in his book “Vi£vagupadar£a Campu”, “It is known as
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Seringham and is situated two miles to the north of Trichinapally in the 
province of Madras. Srirangam is situated on the bank of river Kaven.” It 
contains a celebrated shrine of SrT Ranganatha, a chief deity of the Raghu 
race. It is one of the biggest temples with numerous Gopuras (town gate). 
Ramanujacarya, the great propounder of the VWstadvaita philosophy 
resided here and passed away here. The temple was supported by all the 

dynasties of South India namely Cholas, Pandyas and Nayakas. The 
Mohammedan rulers had tried to destroy it often in the 13th century AD.

King Cevva, grandfather of the hero of the Mahakavya Raghunatha- 
Abhyudaya had built a Vimana (golden hall) of SrT Ranganatha as 

depicted by poetess Ramabhadramba :

tFT Ttf^Cchfa T^fTJT: I

Hill Rajagambhlra :

In this hill Rajagambhlra, the enemy of king Kampana, Camparaya had 

sought asylum (refuge).

sm TTFT I

Chandraprabha states in her book “Historical Mabakavyas in Sanskrit” 
“This Rajagambhlra hill is said to have received its name from one 
Rajagambhlra Sambuvaraya, an ancestor of Camparaya (1336 AD) of 
Kampana’s time. Inscriptional records say that Rajagambhlra 
Sambuvaraya who lived during the reign of Chola king, Rajaraya HI, was 

a subordinate of that king who flourished during the Saka 1180. This was 
during the siege of Rajagambhlra where Campa had taken refuge. King 

Camparaya of Dramida was killed by Kampana at Rajagambhlra rajya.”
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RIVERS

Tungabhadra :

River TuAgabhadra flows from western part of Mysore and emerges to the 

north portion of Nandi Konkur of districts Kurnool to river Krsna. Then 
passes through Simoga meets river ‘Bhadra1 and hence named 

TuAgabhadra.

As stated by the poetess GangadevI in her Mahakavya Madhuravijayam, 

river TuAgabhadra encircles the city of Vijaynagar. The cool breeze 

blowing over the river TuAgabhadra welcomed the victory march of king 

Kampana’s army :

IT I

TamraparnI:

The description of river TamraparnI is found in the following verses :

wflf&r "dra q^f: ir^tt^rpth, rs ii

^rtfoRH
W*T: I

As depicted by poetess GangadevI, “The water of river TamraparnI was 
rich with pearls and it gave pleasure to elephants too. Besides, Queen 
Devayl went for Jalavihara (water sport) in river TamraparnT.

In the other verse, the devastated condition of river TamraparnI is 
described. The water of river TamraparnI was first white with sandal paste 
but during the reign of Yavana kings it was made red by the blood of 
cows slaughtered by Muslim rulers :

N. L. Dey states in his book “The Dictionary of Ancient and Medieval
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India”, “The river Tamrapari'is in Tiime^elly, which was been formed by 
the united stream of the Tamboravari and the Chittar. It was famous for 

the pearl fishery.”

D. G. Vedia, states in his book ‘ Visvagunadarsa Campff, “It is called 
Tamravarnl(Tamra - Red and Varna - Colour) because of the red water.”

In the Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya, this river is mentioned only 

once:
wfwtr: ydldNft crrewf i

KsTrataraiiginT :

Poetess GangadevT mentions river Palaru alias Palar by the name 
Kslratarahginl in her Mabakavya Madhuravijayam. It is the chief river of 

the North Tamil Nadu :

RRflwIWI dx^dlHhlcf II

As rightly observed by the commentator Potukucchi Subrahmanya 
Shastry, ifd ^TT^RT : dJ^PTltM

'l$TK'tfffcu I cRMI'tS Hl4i'u^1:q^<i'il- “TTFTR^fkl^dl %gT dcOdf I

dW«Ttrtf TT# MK«i)*HHMd: I cTC W UT$W dd lid I”

Kaveri:

There is a reference of river KaverJ in both the Mahakavyas namely 
Madhuravijayam and Raghunatha-Abhyudaya.

The river is mentioned as ‘SahyakanyS in the Mahakavya
Madhuravijayam by poetess GangadevT in the eighth canto. While in the 
Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya it is described at length in the first 

canto.

N. L. Dey states in his book “The Dictionary of Ancient and Medieval
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India”, “It is a river in the southern India, which rises from the spring 
called Candratlrtha in the Brahmagiri Mountain in Coorg. It is a golden 
river known as the daughter of Kavera. It is a river flowing from the 

mountain called Sahya. Srirangam is situated on the bank of this river.”

The river Kaverlalias Daksina Gaiiga, crossed the boundary of the region 
near the city Tanjore and became Utpathagamim going astray like Turuska 
rulers who turned away from the noble path of the morality and followed 
the path of injustice and immorality. Thus these Yavana rulers not only 

spoiled the streets and roads but also the rivers by their evil deeds :

arfefsr Bk^hT i

Moreover, in the Mahakavya Raghunatha-Abhyudaya there is a 

picturesque description of trees, and vegetation growing on the bank of 
river Kaverl as depicted by poetess Ramabhadramba. She has -used words 
like Sahyatmaja, Sahyasuta, Sahyabhava and Kaverakanya, for the river 

Kaverl because she springs from Sahya mountain and is said to be the 
daughter of sage Kavera.

River Kaverl is personified as a lady growing day by day. On seeing the 

Mango trees nourished by her, she feels happy like a mother :

WTT f=Wlf I

In the next verse, beautiful flow of the river Kaverl is depicted. It looked 
as if it is continuously dancing with the waves surging up :

Tfw fc|«1+q I! ||

Poetess states that on the bank of river Kaverl, there were several gardens 
of Sugarcane (trees) which were taken by the men and women to the huge 
machine for being pressed for taking out the juice of Sugarcane.
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Peacocks' are depicted by the poetess as if imitating the ladies on the bank 

of river Kaverl:

fcrcrfsf i
f^f aRrtdKtmd h w n

Also the rows of the mango trees are imagined as stretching their branches 
on the bank of river Kaverf, as if calling the travellers to distribute their 

sweet mango fruits like the house holders honouring the guest by offering 

the fruits desired by them :

3TT^5 HfcM'bUfcHKH'f £F*TT: I

There is a graphic description by poetess Ramabhadramba of river Kaverl 

flowing in a country called Chola.

Geographical references found in the text Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti

The rulers of Rana dynasty beginning with Bappa Ravala not-only fought 
with the Mughal kings, and established and brought prosperity to the 
region of Mewar but also undertook the construction of number of 

temples, palaces and the reservoirs of water.

Each and every king of this Guhilot dynasty was concerned with the well 
being of his citizens and strove to create immemorial monuments like 

Ekalinga Temple, Kumbhalgarh (Fort), Jagadish Temple, Udaisagar 
(lake), Rajasagar (lake) and Vaidyanatha Shrine. These constructions were 

meant for beautification of the cities and for maintaining the cultural as 

well as religious harmony in those days. ^

The concept of Isfapurta and that of Lokasamgraha evolved by God Krsna 
in his Bhagavadglta (IV.25) specifically refers to the works of public 
welfare carried out by our ancestors particularly the kings and Emperors 
like those of Mewar.



170

Temple of EkalingajI:

The well-known temple of Sri EkalingajI about 19 kilometres from 
Udaipur, Rajasthan was built by Bappa Ravala (8th century AD) in honour 

of Lord Siva, also called EkalingajI their family deity. Harita, the spiritual 
teacher of king Bappa Ravala advised the latter to build the temple of 

EkalingajI due to whose divine grace, the king could achieve an excellent 
success in all his endeavours. This tradition of worshipping and honouring 
God Ekalinga was continued by the successors of Bappa Ravala who 

renovated and rebuilt the Ekalinga temple again and again.

Devakumarika, the queen of Maharana Amarasimha (1699-1711 AD) has 
also paid respectful tribute to God EkalingajI whose worship (Saparya) 

was duly performed by the family priest even during her reign.

In the introductory verses of the text Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti, 
Poetess Devakumarika pays her homage to Lord Ekalinga by whose grace 
these Ranas, were able to rule the kingdom. Saparya was performed by the 
family priest especially on MaghacaturdasI (Sivaratrl) i.e. fourteenth day 

in the second fortnight in the month of Magha, (February).

^ ^ncfr I
TO y-HKIcf TMT II^WTO "50. II

TOW ft ^TT TOT WSVtiWpBfm II %TO 1T.¥. \J\l

In the Rajaprafasti Mahakavya, author Ranchod Bhatt, protege in the 
kingdom of Rapa Rajasimha, pays his homage to Lord Ekalinga :

qZHllWwiricPTW: era IITOnrerf^/R I!

JagadlSa Temple :

JagadTSa temple was built by Rana Jagatasimha in 1651 AD and is 
dedicated to Lord Visnu. It is referred very briefly in the text
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Vaidyanatba-prasada-pragasti:

^pf: I
TRt 'qf*rafifr ¥#p|5whw: II #SRT«T ¥T.¥. ?.^\9 II

Mf^TT TjfeWMf 33 I
tt*T fSl^aft: YTW^y'feWRRfFT II #W=TT«T UKS. W II

Ranchod Bhatt, in his Mahakavya Rajaprasasti, points out “Jagatasimha 
worshipped the Jyotirlinga adorned by king Mandhata and performed the 
Tuladana (weighing donation) of Gold each year thereafter.”

• —. ♦ N. ......... .

fT % *TT »MHI I

<jwr sm

King Jagatasimha generously gave various types of donations. He is said 
to have installed an idol of Lord Jagannatha on VaisakhT Purnima (the full 

moon day) in the month of Vaisakha, (April) :

\Nni<m qW ^N-'irsld: I
**nW*T>3 IRM^rf^cl II

Jagatasimha constructed the beautiful temple of Lord Visnu, in the town 
of Udaipur. According to James Tod if ana Jagatasimha built the palace on 

the lake called Jaganivas on which is Jagamandira.

L. P. Mathur in his book “Forts and Strongholds of Rajasthan” says that 

among the several temples of Udaipur the JagadlSa temple is worth a visit, 
which was built in 1651 AD.

The Temple of Vaidyanatha

The temple of Vaidyanatha is located about 6 kms. from the city of 
Udaipur in the western direction in the village named 3rl6arama.

In order to please Lord Siva, Devakumarika, the mother of Rapa 
Samgramsimha made all efforts to renovate the Siva temple named 
Vaidyanatha in the year 1772 AD :
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fWt ft trTt: ^ 3TFRt I
ftrerR^rfif ^ ytbk Ph^j^h^iR : «Iw5? ut.i :*

«MlFTT«TfwmW ^rf^gf xR>R "te ^npnf^iw 11#:st.¥. ii 

The lakes constructed by the kings of Mewar

Rajasthan is well known for its artificial lakes; the most famous of these 

are found in the city Udaipur :

TTTfzf^TTWTxffi: TC ^tRf^qfcT: I

fSr*R^^rot ^#epT5T faftWcr^ n%nra yt.¥. *.3311

Maharana Udayasimha who ruled from 1542 AD is said to have built the 
beautiful city named Udaipur. Lake Udaisagar (1559-1565 AD) is formed 
by a lofty dam of massive stone blocks and it is at a distance of 13 Kms. 

from the town Udaipur.

The city of Udaipur is situated in a bowl shaped basin of the Aravalis. In 
the 17th century the Maharanas constructed the walled fortifications of the 

town. Thick ramparts are also built on the hills and its surrounding area. 
Udaipur looks beautiful by its scenery all around. As quoted by L. P. 
Mathur in his “Forts and Strongholds of Rajasthan”, Udaipur is called the 
‘Venice of the East’. Among the several temples of Udaipur the JagadTSa 
Temple is worth a visit. It was built in 1651 AD. Some places of Interest 

to visit with a radius of about 50 Kms. from Udaipur are

(i) Udaisagar built by Udayasimha is at a distance of 13 Kilometers 
from the town Udaipur. Here in AD 1572 Pratapa arranged a 
dinner in honour of Raja Manasimha, a noble of Akbar.

(ii) The well-known temple of Sri Ekalihga about 19 kilometres from 
Udaipur was built by the Maharanas, in honour of Siva, their 
family deity. The rulers of Udaipur always called themselves as 
Diwan of Ekalingaji and maintained that they held the state of 

Mewar in trust.
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(iii) At a short distance from EkalingajI, the village Magad-a, is famous 

for the two Sasa-bahu temples. These temples were built in 

eleventh century by the ruler of Mewar.

(iv) The Nathdwara and Kankroli situated at a distance of about 53 and 

68 kilometres respectively from Udaipur attract a large number of 

Vaishnav devotees. The beautiful embankment of Rajsamand, a 

big lake near Kankroli is picturesque.

(v) Jaisamand, one of the biggest artificial lakes of India; was built by 

Jayasifhha in the last decades of the seventeenth century. The 

embankment of this lake is terraced with white marbles on the 

north side.

(vi) The famous fort of Chittodgarh and Kumbhalgarh can also be 

reached from Udaipur in short time.”

Lake Rajsamand :

Rajsamand was built by Maharana Rajasimha (1654 to 1681 AD) who was 

the son of Maharana Jagatasimha. He built the famous Rajsamand Lake at 

Kankroli to save his subjects from famine.

Ranchod Bhatt in his Mahakavya Rajaprakasti observes :

UWRIT TftfH IgT d<JHI4><uhRtdl I

wrd: wwRre '<4^ -viiwrenr^ as ii

ctsfi ?n^prcr: i

While Rajasiihha was going to Jaisalmer to get married he saw on the way 

a vast space of land, where he decided to construct a dam as per the right 

advice of his Purobita. King Rajasimha gave the name to the lake 

Rajsagar on one fine auspicious day :

WP54 fMd tlrjfrtraT TPSTOFTT: I
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f^ \fH4i4<=h:l -^.?olI

Dharmpal rightly remarks in his book ‘Rajasthan’ “The Rajsamand is 
situated about 60 kms. north by north-east of Udaipur. The lake is formed 

by a dam by Rana Rajasiriiha I between 1661 and 1676 AD. Its 
construction helped in relieving the sufferings of a starving population. It 

is in fact the oldest known famine relief work in Rajasthan.”

Jagamandira :

The palace called Jagamandira was built by Maharana Karnasimha in 

1622 AD in the lake Jaganivasa in Udaipur.

This vast and magnificent building which is a symbol of architectural 
marvel and aesthetic excellence was rebuilt and renovated by a number of 

later kings of Udaipur like Rana Jagatasimha and Rana Amarasimha.

L. P. Mathur in his book “Forts and Strongholds of Rajasthan” rightly 
says that Jagatasimha (1628 - 1654 AD) is said to have constructed ladies 

apartments, a garden and a courtyard and afterwards Rana Amarasimha 

added to its beauty and splendour :

sRrecrsrii 1
appilt n t*t it.¥. 11

All these buildings designed and engineered before some twelve hundred 
years are utilised and visited by the people all over the world even today. 
The Jagamandira is converted into luxurious hotel in Udaipur at present.

MOUNTAINS

Meru or Sumeru :

Beauty of mountain Sumeru is referred by the poetess GahgadevI in the 
Mahakavya Madhuravijayam in the description of the city of Vijaynagar :
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l II

Meru is a famous mountain in the navel or the centre of the earth, on 
which heaven of Indra containing the cities of Gods and inhabitants of the 
celestial spirits is situated. It is called Sumeru, Hemadri or Golden 
mountain, Ratnasanu or jewel peak or Devaparvata or the mountain of 
Gods. It is identified with Rudra Himalaya in the Garwal where the river 

Ganga comes out. It is situated near Badrikashram.

Lokaloka Mountain :

Lokaloka Mountain is mentioned in the Khandakavya Santanagopala of 
poetess LaksmI Rajnl (19th century AD).

Lokaloka is a name of a mythical mountain that encircles the earth and is 

situated beyond the sea of fresh water which surrounds the last of the 
seven continents; beyond Lokaloka there is complete darkness and to this 

side of it there is light:

wt "5 m ^TtsfafcikH, i
■prapf wtt FHhis iWAn^iNM r .r ii

Govardhana :

Govardhana is a celebrated hill in Vrndavana near Mathura, which was 
lifted up and supported by Lord Krsna on one finger for 7 days to shelter 
the cowherds from a storm of rain sent by God Indra :

In the Khandakavya Santanagopala it is said :

wri i

The same reference is found in Bhagavata Parana :

^IT I
^w|Y#50cti(Hc| MM<b: imHMd^uui *o.^.^n
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Bharata (India) :

In the composition BKdH,” poetess Uma Deshpande has shown her

love and admiration for her motherland India. She glorifies Kashmir, 
which is covered with snow and looks like Tilaka on the forehead of 

India:

Brat i

IpT ft BTBWvft TPilt liapfBBJI

^s? ft bb brb TO^^ciKcbH, iisHbb; *II 

Gujarat :

She also feels proud of the Gurjara Bhumi, her KarmabhBmi: 

-W <l M t<TBB *fft: I
_ v f\ rvfBB SfBRt Bvr’SBWKi:

Vadodara :

The city of Vadodara popularly known as Baroda is one of the most 
economically, socially and culturally advanced places of the state of 
Gujarat state.

Poetess Uma Deshpande glorifies the city of Vadodara as the old city 
which is like the ornament of motherland, whose wealth and knowledge 
add to the fame of king Sayajirao III :

BZRtf BTB TJT? -Jipjf cRWEcl I
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City of Vadodara is p?*rifi#»d by celestial sages and beautified by 
picturesque scenes. She has glorified Maharaja Sayajirao University, 
which is the playground for Goddess SaraswatT, established by Sir 

Sayajirao III:

toto writ i

WT to TPlffoiT fN ^tf I

fdT^R WtWf jm: w: liato^ HII

J. P. Thaker in his book “ Visvamitrimahatmyd' states “Though modern 
Vadodara stands on both the sides of river Visvamitrl, it should be noted 

that the original town was established on its eastern side and as such the 
ancient references are particularly to that portion of the town. In ancient 

Sanskrit and Prakrit literature, Vadodara is referred to by different names 
such as Vatapadra, Vatapatra, Patapadra, Vadavada, Vada-udaya, Vada- 
udra, Vada-udra. So Vatapadra or Vadapadra means a habitation in the 

confines of which stands a Banyan tree.”

The town name Vatapadra was established after the name of the Banyan 

tree, which became an excellent abode of brave heroes as rightly pointed 

in the following verse of the book “ Viivamitnmahatmyd’ :

m tht vtorfct w i
fwm! ntoifH#*fisic«i n

Jaisalmer :

Poetess Pravesh Saxena, in Anubhuti, beautifully describes the dawn of 

the Jaisalmer in Rajasthan :

WracIKT



178

i

'^rai^fcf

»& «v .

4NI:
WP^¥^«Rt^ I

L. P. Mathur states in his book “Forts and Strongholds of Rajasthan” “As 
the traditions say, Jaisalmer has its origin in a prophecy of Lord Krsna. 

According to the prophecy, a remote descendant of Yadava clan would 
raise his capital at this place, which would endure for centuries. Jaisal, the 

most illustrious ruler wandering in search of a peace met a sage named 
Ha. The ascetic advised him to build a fort on triangular hill. Jaisal started 
the construction of this fort in 1155. It took a period of seven years to 

complete it. The height of the triputa (triangular) hill is 250 feet. The fort 

has a regular supply of water through a few wells in its area including the 
Jaisalu well which is said to have been dug by Krsna to quench the thirst 
of Arjuna. During the next four centuries several additions in its 
fortifications were made.”

R. A. Agarwal, as quoted by Mathur L. P. in his book “Forts and 
Strongholds of Rajasthan” points out, “Unlike the Mughal forts, it is 

devoid of a well-laid out gardens, fountains and other such appearances.”

Conclusion :

The poetesses belonging to the medieval period (14th- 18th century) have

significantly highlighted some of the cities, the temples, as well as the
*

rivers and the lakes. They have depicted the beauty of the famous cities 
like Vijaynagar, Madhura and Tanjore situated at present in Southern 

India.

Similarly, the rivers like Tungabhadra, Tamraparni and Kaven nourishing
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the human life ac well as flora and fauna along their bank are beautifully 

depicted by these poetesses. We find a number of temples, dedicated to 

the deities like Ekalingajl\ Vaidyanatha, in Rajasthan even today, but 

these famous temples were built and renovated by the Mewar kings during 
8th-18th century. Poetess Devakumarika has skilfully depicted the 

significance of these deities and their temples in her composition 

Vaidyanatha-prasada-prasasti. In the same text we find reference to the 

splendid lakes like Udaisagar and Rajasagar, which not only quenched the 

thirst of the people but also added to the beauty of the city of Udaipur.

In modern poetry some selected cities like Vadodara and Jaisalmer are 

briefly described by the poetesses like Uma Deshpande and Pravesh 

Saxena.

Thus the description of the cities, reservoirs of water, temples, etc. found 

in the compositions studied by me is important both from the point of 

view of Geography and contemporary historical development.





117. Eklingji Temple, Udaipur
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