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This Sskte Upapurana named Msh3bhagsveta which preaches
pure unswerving devotion to SBakti or Devi emghasizing Her
Splendour and considering devotion to Bakti to be more efficacious
than the devotion to its possessor either Visnu or Bivs indicates
the development of pure devotion to Devi thot had resched its
scme ot the time of its composition. Its gaining populsrity as 3
purdna is inferred from Brhaddhsrmspurans's considering the
Mghabhagsvats as a Mshspursns and plaglarizing many verses from
it over and sbove imitasting its lsngusge and contents. Observing
the above facts, I thought it worth its while to undertske 2
criticsl study of this Pursna and to mske good its deficit.

In this my undertsking, I have got valusble help and
guidance from the following persons to whom my thanks are due.

Even though for my father end guide Dr.B.N.Bhatt, Retired
Deputy Director, Oriental Institute, M.S.University of Beroda,
Baroda, it was needless on my part to formally express my thanks
to him still in order to avert the suspicion of being ungrsteful
in the eyes of others, I hesitetingly but earnestly end humbly
express my sense of gratitude to him for his able guidsnce
throughout in this my undertsking. He has encouraged me inspired
me and suggested to me the right solutions of different vexing . o+
points. MYy Thanks aFe due o D% R.T.Nanavali, H ed,:gifh of Samskril, Palt 3 Prrhvv
Facwfy of ATEs,mM 5 MUVETSIY of Barodd fow WS Yaluable sugdestions,

My thanks are due to MM.Dr,A.N.Jani formerly the Head,
Department of Sanskrit, Faculty of Arts, M.S.University of Bsroda,
snd the Ex-~Director, Oriental Institute, M.S.University of Baroda,
Baroda, for his vslusble suggestions end encoursgement esBecially
for drawing my attention to the book " Studies In The DevibhIgasvsta "
by Dr.P.G.Lalye. I 8lso thank MM.Dr.S.G.Ksntawsla, retired
Prof. and Hesd of the Department of Ssnskrit, Faculty of Arts,
M.8.University of Baroda, Barods, for his suggestions in this
. undertsking. I also thank my former guide Dr.A.J.Ravsl, Resder
in Sanskrit, Faculty of Arts, M.S.University of Baroda, Bsrods,
as well s Dr.M.lM.Pathsk, Ex-General Editor, Critical Editions
Wing, Orientsl Institute, M.S.University of Barods, Barods.

Mrs.Ushe Sadsnandsn is too near to me for formal scknowledgement

of thanks. 1 thank uncle B.S.Zaveri for typewriting the thesis
25510uously.I express ~y seNse of 3%&"&4& fo abl These, the have helped we
M ovie wey oF The other, ’

21st June, 1993. H.B.BHATT
Baroda )



