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My interest to study certain problems pertaining to 

fertiliser industry developed while I was working in a small 

and newly established research centre, in Bombay, known as 

•Ihe Bombay Research Centre'. A few visits of Professor S.R. 

Hashim to that centre brought me in close touch with him.

I am unable to account for what I owe to Professor S.R. 

Hashim under whose guidance i have completed this study. In 

the course of this study, I have availed much of his time 

and intellectual resources. His sheer interest in this study 

and constant encouragement kept on igniting my enthusiasm.

She prevalence of research oriented atmosphere in the 

[Department and, liberal facilities provided to the researchers

of the Department, were of great help to me. Ihe Department
\

provided research assistantship in the I.P.C.D. Centre and 

for that I did not avail the short term fellowship which the 

ICSSR had granted to me. For all these, I am highly grateful 

to Professor Y.I. Kothari, the Head of Department. I am also 

grateful to Professor M.M. Dadi, Dr. (Mrs.) M.N. Shah and 

Dr. (Mrs.) D.A. Rede with whom I had fruitful discussions,

Ihe base of this study was founded in the library of the 

Fertiliser Asso ciation of India, at its regional office in
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Bombay* I am grateful to the FAI staff for allowing me to 

become the member of their library. I am also grateful to the 

Ministry of Fertilisers and Chemicals as well as the Ministry 

of Agriculture and Irrigation for providing the necessary 

data, required for this study.

The computation of data would have become mu da difficult 

without the use of computer. I am highly thankful to the 

staff of the University Computer Centre, especially Miss. 

Jayashree H* Purandare who prepared a programme for me and 

also helped me in the course of computation.

Mr, P. Yousuf and Mr. Y.D. Shah kept aside their research 

work while helping me in the proof reading of this thesis*

I am grateful to them for this. I am thankful to Mr. C.I. 

Kacfahia for -typing the thesis neatly. I am also grateful to 

other staff members and my colleagues in the Department and, 

all others who helped me directly or indirectly in many ways.
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