CHAPTER III

EXCAVATIONS AND- SUMMARY  OF RESULTS

This chapter is divided into three.;arts.‘ Part one
deals with the detailed account of the excavations of four
seasons, The second part 1s confined to general interpre~
tation qf stzatigraﬁhy. The‘third = l.e. the final - part

is devoted to a short sunmary of resultd,

1
EXCAVATIONS

The excavations at Devanimorli were undertaken with the
following objectives ' _

1) To decide whether both rectangular mound and the
conical mound were formed on structuies.' And 1f they were
formed that way, then find outvyhe characteristic features
of these structgres.

2) To get strat;graphic‘evidénce to»put the monuments
as well as other ahtiquities in a chronological sequence,

3) To study in full details various aspects of
architectural as well as decorative features of these
structures, .

‘ 4) To find out the reliquary casket from the Stupa, if
-1t was deposited there, 4

The excavations at Devanimorli were undertaken for four
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7 1959-60 ¢ February to April

1960;61 '+ February to April

'1961-62 : November 1961 to April 1962
1962-63 : December 1962 to March 1963

During‘tﬁe first two seasons, excavat;ons were conducted
with a view to’gquse tﬁg plan an@ elévgtién'cf ;hé monuments
and estéblish‘ their chronology with the ﬁélp of stratigra-
phic as well as other archaeologicdal evidénces. ‘Last two
' " seasons' excavatiohs were planned mainiy'té'diséover)the
‘relic casket and to sfuﬁﬁ’the teéhgical aﬁpeeté~df'¥he
‘masonry of the Stupa. . | ‘ o

| Copsideripg the extenslve area of the site} contrasting
topographies of ﬁhe mqunds and the nature of the problem, .
1t was decideﬁ that these excévatigns should bé planned in
such a way ﬁhgt they can serve @hg purposes of hq?izontal"
ag,weli as ve;tiéa; excavations, ’Foxiccygring §Q9‘whole
ggea,~1tlwas necessary to plan thg treécbes in such a way
that thelr correlation and 1den£i£1cat;qn of’lpcus would be
gésy, Mq:eovergvlocal stnatigraphy"at,varipug spots was

also to be studied.

v .

Due to such a nature of work, the excavations were
planned bofh to trace the structures and to study thelr
stratigraphy at varioué crucial polnts, Moreover, the

_thickne%s of layers was not uniform throughout the slte
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dﬁe to the irregular elevations of the ruined structures,
Therefore, some layers terminated at various places owing
to walls etc. ‘In such circumstances, stratigraphy can be
studied only at such plgceg‘where complete sequence of
layers was preserved. Due to such nature of the problem,
coherence of plan was an lnevitable factor of the whole
planning for the first two seasons; But the last two
seasons’ work was a concentrated effort centered malnly on
the Stupa, to get the reliquary casket and to study the

teechnical aspects of the structure,
Season I (1959-60 : February 1960 to April 1960)

The nmain objectiQe of this season's excavations was %o
study the nature of the site and to fix a tentative chrono-
logy. To pursue this aim, it was necessary to expose the
structures hldden in the mounds, For thls purpose, the site
was dlvlided into two areas:

(a) The rectangular mound

(b) Conical mound.

The rectangular mound was named as the Vihara mound
after 1ts nature was known and the conical mound was named

as the Stupa mound.

The Vihara mound was a low mound having about eight
feet of archaeological deposit and covering an area of about
180t x 170', As its central part was having a broad depre-

ssion, the surface of this mound resembled the shape of a



saucer, The conical mound was about 40' high, It had a base
of about 120' diameter. it was a taperlng'mound having a

blunt but slightly convex top measuring about 20' diameter,

. Due to such totally different topographies gnd shapes,
botﬁ mounds had a1 uneven deposits of debris - overlylng ‘
the remains proper. Therefore, it was decided to tackle
one mound first and then link - if possible - both the
mounds gradually when the baslc problem of one mound was
solved,

In the first instance, it was planned to lay the
trenches ln such a way that both mounds can be encompassed
with least labour and their relative stratigraphy can be

linked, checked gnd grosseexamined,

For such a purpose, a diagonal trench was lald south=-
west to northesast right across the Vihara mound. The
southern end of the treneh was covering fhe south-wes tern
corner of the mound in such a way that it extended upto the
ground level of the adjoining field, By this method, 1t was
hoped that the southe-western corner of the concealed structure
could be exposed first without damage., The further north-
eastern extension of this trench would expose the further de-
tails of the central part of the structure, Finally, the
north~eastern end may expose the north-esastern corner of
structure., 1If needed, this trench can be extended further

and can be linked with the Stupa mound. By this plan, the
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natural soil can be exposed at the south-western end of
trench which was outside the mound area, and 1t can help

to study the natural elevation of. the soil.

To serve all these purposes, a trench measuring 100' x
12 was laid. It was divided into equal sub=-squares measu-
ring 12' x 10'. The sub-squares were named alphahétically

beginning from south-western end.

To begin with, digging was undertaken from the southe
western end wnere the natural soll was supposed to be
uhderlying within a few feet (as this end was near the
adjoining field). Natural soil was exposed at a depth of
1'-6", After studying this, the higher part of the mound
was opened, where it was covered by sub-squares D, E and F,
This digging revealed the exlistence of a part of a siructurs.
Further cleaning of debris indicated that this was probably
a part of the plinth of some siructure. For getiing further
details of this structure, sub-squares B and C were also

opened which were to the north-east of A,

Leaving the adjoining sub-squares F and G, sub-square H
was opened which revealed the outer wall of the south-western

corner-room of Vihara,

Thus, after revealing some important features of the
building, it was felt that it might be a large rectangular
structure - a monastery, Trench I was extended 20' towards

north-east, to study the central part of the mound., Here, a
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.pavement of burnt-bricks and mud-mortar was éqused at a
depth of 6'-3", It looked 1ike ~_tlie central courtyard. I%
came to view after removing the sticky—hlaCKish’earth which
seemed to have beeﬁ forﬁed due to‘vegetaéion af ter water-

logging.

On the slxth day of excavation (17th Februery), nine
silver coins were found which on further cleaning and examl-
vnati0n~were found to be belonging to Western Kshatrapas.
 They were found in a lump on the floor of a room in sub-
square B (8.W, corner of Vihera). Later on, this room was
named as room No.1l8., They were found just by the side of
the entrance, Four of these coinsfwere deciphered, the
latest belonging to Kshatrapa Visvésena (A.D.295;304). This
evidence clearly indicated that this site belonged to early
'qenturies of Christian Eﬁa‘ Thereforé,-to study more archi-
tectqrai details of the rooms’and 1ts other features, sub-
équéres D and E were extended respectively 10' to west and
12' to éast,'leaving a baulk of 2' between the original
trené? and this extension, These new sub~-squares were named
as Dg and E2, ‘The digging of these sub~squares exposed the
'south-western corner of the structure‘as,well as 1ts outer
face. The angle of this corner was a rightqangleq:'The
rectangular shape of the mound suggested that the other
thfee corners of th;s mound may also,reveal-such corners of

this structure.
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Thus, this evidence provided a clue that this monastery was

an angulsr sitructure -« i.e. probably a rectangular structure.
The<éetazis of the rooms (Ko.18 and 19) near this corner
clearly indicated that this structure must have been a four-
sided structure with rooms on all sides which opened towards
the cén%ral court-yard. A part of a thick wall-like structure
which, on later investigation, turneé out to be the outer
plinth of the strueture was also exnoaeﬁ to the south of the
structure. This construction seems to be extending towards
east as well as north - thus indiceting that this may be a

uniiorm feature all around the strueture,

Degper digeing in D and E on the Vihara mound revasled
a covered drain (damaged) in the south-westiern corner of
court-yard. Thig drain seems to end on the outer face of
Vihara.
- The dlgging on the Vihsra mound uptbto this stage had
revealed the following features
1) The south-western corner of the structure

2) Rooms of this corner opening towards central
court-yard

3; Part of open courte-yard
4) The iluner verandshs bordering the central paved
ecourt-yard, ‘
These features of south~westerd portion of the structure
sugges ted that'the remaining three corners of the structure
also might be on the seme plan. Hence, to expose the rous

of rooms of southern and western wings, field of excavation



was extended ‘towards east to expose the southern row. and

" towards’ north to expose the western row.

To correlate the Vihara trench with the conical mound,
the Vihara trench was extended to 100' towards north-east
in such a way that it can cover the southe-western portion of
the Stupa mound, This extension Qas élso dividéd }nto sube
squares measuring 10" x 12, Subesquares T and U'in this
extension cover the south-western corner of<the coniial mound,
" To cover more area of the conlcal mound, sub»squares T and U

were extended towards east.

yor

Cléaning‘of conical mound was siﬁulfahéously undertaken.
‘This primary c;eaning r@vealed a torso and legs of a. terra-
cotta Buddha image found ﬁ;o& the,southern-sloberf the mound
at a height of 14 frpm'groﬁnd level, This discovery proved
that the conicallmcugdfwaé formed as a result of the destruc-
" tion of the Stupa adorned with terracotta Buddha images., This
discovefy gave a great impetué to excavations, ané in a due

gourse gave a new turn,to-the whole excavation,

To study the architectural features of the Stupa. a
new trench - Wrench ILL - was 1aid on _the Stupa mound.. I%
was also lald dlagonally ‘at 315° horth covering the south—
western corner of the mound. This trench measured 90' x 15'
. .and was divided into sub-squares measuring 10' X 15‘ Digging
. or rather cleaning of the structure was started from the top

of the mpund. But this portlon of the structure appeared o

1



be highly damaged, hence for about 2', no more structural

details could be traced there,

o The‘éleaning along the slope was also undertaken with

a view to study detalls of side elevation. To study the
detalls of‘base an6>corner, cleaning of débrisvwas resumned

at the south-western end of the trench, After about 4'
diggiag the damaged corner wés exposed, It was found to be
,'in.a‘gight-angle. It~was, therefore, evident that the base
of this structure was angular on plan, -The angle further
suggested that this Suructure had probably four sldes, Wwhile
removing the debris a numoer of deuorat1Ve terracotta piecss
of arches, bricks etc,, were found,‘which indicated that this

monument must have been decorated with these plecas,

\Whilé_cleaning the area near south-western corner of
Stupa, segment of a circular structure was exposed which
- after further gicavations during next season turned out to

be an apsidal-ended structure facing west.

Further, clesrance of the area around the image and the
apsidsl-ended . structure exposed the detalls of the base plat-
form of Stupa. This platform was found to be about 8' high,
It had 'a plain base with only one roll-moulding at this place,
"Above th;s moul@ing remalns of three pilasters were exposed,
“at intervals of 6'=9", The top roil—moulding of eornice
and its deécorative irieae of bands were found to be completely

missing at this part of the structure,:
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Thus, when various dlgs at several spots on both
mounds revealed the probable plans and elevations of these
structures, the Stupa and the Vihara wére clearly identified,
After this identification, it was decided to cover the whole
site wlith a new plan of trenches, Thié was necessary because
the excavation was spreading in a wide area where a uniform
numbering of sub-squares and trenches was necessary. For
this purpose, it was decided to plan new trenches in a grid
system, The Stupa and the Vihara mounds were now covered with
two separate grids. These grids were laid in such a way that
the unexposed structures along with the adjoining area could
be investigated completely. The Stupa area was divided into
49 sub-squares and the Vihara area was divided into 81 sub~
squares, Bach sub-square measured 20' x 20! and was sepa-
rated from the adjoiniﬁg sub=~squares. by a baulk of 3' on all
four sides. The sub~squares were named alphabetically as well
as numerically., The extensions of Trench I and Trench'III
had exposed the south-western corner of the Stupa as well as
part of the southern face of platform I éf the Stupa. Hence,
now 1t was decided to find out the dimensions of the base as
well as other features of Platform I. Therefore, sub-square
A7 which covered the south-eastern corner of the mound was
opened, After thils, sub-squares A3, A4 and A5 which were
covering the southern side of the Stupa, were also opened
one by one to expose the whole southern side of Platform I.

While removing the debris accumulated on Platform I, a number
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of decorative terracotta pleces such as arches, pllasters,
decorative bricks and fragmenta of three Buddha images wvere

discovered lying loose in disorder.

Sube=square A2 which covered the old Trench III on the
southern slope of mound was opened to trace the plan and
archi tectural detalls of the platfform and the surmounting

drum.l But; this‘facet of‘the Stupa was found to_bg highly
‘damaged; ' | ,

| Inspite of this damage, the #ase portipn.of Plafform
II was found to be still in tact., About 4' of the base was
plein., It termlnated In a roll-moulding (1'-6")., The
cleaning of western side of the Stupa was also ﬁndertaken
by opening B3 which covered the southern end of this side,
Grédually, B4, BS and B6 were taken up to study the western
elevation of thé structure, and to find out the base of the

" surmounting drum,

After getting this much information about the southern
and western side of the Stupa, 1t was declded to expose the
eastern side as well, So, subesgaares B6 and C6 were opened,
This side of Platform I was found to be damaged. Sub-squares
B7 and C7 were also opened t0 ‘expose further detasils of layers
to the. east of the Stupa. Slmultaneously, C3 and D3 .were also

opensed to expose the north-sastern side of the Stupa,:

Thése exeévations revealed some parts of Platform 1

which were highly damaged in B7., About 7' of the decorative
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cornice was found to be in tact. The details of roll
mouldings, pllasters and other decorative features of this
side are much damaged. Top of a plinth like structure was
exposed in B7 and C7 to the east of Stupa., The top of this
structure was in an even level of base of the Stupa. Its

alignment seemed to be obligue to the’stupa.

E3 was opened to study the north-eastern side of the

Stupa along with its stratigraphy.

The north-western corner of the Stupa was also exposed
which turned out to be highly damaged., A small wall-like
structure running north-sgouth was exposed touching the north-

western corner of the Stupa.

In short, during this season, first diagﬁnal trenches
were laid on both the mounds. But after the discovery of
Kshatrapa coins and the Buddha images' the field of excava-
tions was enlarged and the plans changed to sult the nature
of problem, For convenience, the site was divided in trenches

laid in a grid system.

At Vihara, following features were exposed:

(1) Southern row of rooms | |

(2) Western row of rooms

(B)AVerandah along these rooms

(4) mhe south-western part of central court-yard

(5) Parns of southern snd western outer plinths,



The following features of Stupa were exposed :

(1) The top of Stupa

(2) The southern side of Stupa, particularly Platform I
and damaged parts of Platform II1. The details of
cornice and pilasters of Platform I,

(3) Western side of Stupa - part of Platform I.

(4) Some portion of north-eastern slde.

Thus, this season's excavations provided ample evidence
about the nature of the site, its chronology and plans and

elevations of the Stupa as well as the Vihara,
Season II (1960~61)

This season's excavations were resumed for'achieving
following objectives: , {
(1)‘To get further detalls of the architecture of
the Stupa and the Vihara. |
(2) To correlate the'phases of building activities on
the Stupa and the Vihara, |
(3) To expose and study other structures exposed

around the Stupa.
(4) To find out further details of Phase I of the Vihara.

STUPA -
During previous season's excavation, top of some part

of a platform or plinth-like structure which was aligned
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obliquely to the Stupa was exposed. During this season,
it'was talken up for further invéstigations; This'structure
was to the east of the Stupa. Its top ievél’correspbnded
Qith the ground-level of the étupa. | .

For further investigation of this obligue strucfure,
digging in A7, B7, C7 and D7 was resumed. After cleaning
the top of this structure, its eastern edge and flank was
also expésed by digging deeper just by the side of this
structure, This section clearly indicated that this strue-
ture was built on the natural soll which was sloping towards
north i,e, towards the river, The foundation of thls struc-
ture was rammed with small pebbles; sand and brick powder.
In all elghteen courses of this structure were exposed.

The ground level sloping towards the river, the.existence
of sand and small pebbles just by the side of the base of
the structure, and its oblique alignment suggest that this
structure was most probhably built for prot@cfing the Stupa

against the erosion under the base.

The cleaning of 1ts top revealed somé holes which seemed
to ha&e been made haphazardly, From this, it was clearly
gvident that they were not made for ény structural burposes
‘but were probably meant as flag-posts, To study the exten-
sion of obligue platform towards north, digging was resumed
'in D4 and E4 where it was clearly proved that this structure

ended near northe.eastern corner of the Stupa. But where this



structure gpded,‘another structure (this was also proved at
a later stage to»be a protection wall) was exposed, This
‘protect;on wall was running towards- west, It was pursued

af the later stage bf‘excavations, when it turned out to be
a compound wall or a protection ﬁall, buttressinglagainst the
‘river; which coming from north almost at fight éngla to the

Stupa, may damage it.

To expose the above mentloned compound wall,. sub-squares
D2, D3 end D4 were opened, Here in D2 aﬁd,D3,~the collapse
of the upper part of the Stupa was exposed in the section of
the baulk between D2 and D3. This collapse was composed of
an in tact topﬁled portion of elther Platform 1II or soms
surmounting part., This big lump,of the qgllapsed’portion
was resting at an angle of about 100° to Plaﬁform-l. Thls
fall was about 10' high. Keeping some part of this &ollapse
in tact (fqr study), other debris was removed froﬁ D2 and D3
to expose the further details of the compound wéll. The base
of the wall was exposed at a depth of 7;-2" from lts top.
To expose the further western extension of this structure,
D2 and part of D1 were aiso brought to the level of this wall,
Fron -this cleaning, 1t was testified that this wall was still
running ‘towards west where at some places i;s core, formed of
Tubbles was already exposed.- Deeper digging'in b3 brought. to
light all the architectural features of this wall,  They
clearly indicated that the core of this structure was built

of big rubbles and was covered within a casing of brick work,
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The outer face {(northern face) of thls wall was foﬁnd to be
buttressed, hence in section, its Horthern side was sloping.
The top of this wall which was on the ground 1level has
har;zontal recesses and rbll-Mouldings‘which suggest that
this wall was probably having some decorative features iike
votive stupas on it. But these decorationstéré completeiy

missipg.
Apsidal~ended Structure

BExcavations were resumed in A2 on the Stupa mound to
expose the detalls of the segment of the structure traced
near south-western corner of the Stupa. This sub-square waé
further eztended 10' towards sduth; :Eéétérn pdrtion of Al
was also’ apened to study the entrance end of this structure.
These digs revealed the plan of an apsidal-ended structure
of burnt bricks and midnmasonry. Only some segmental part
(about 15') of the apsidal end was found to be in tact while
the remaining features of the plan of this structure were
'traged by the sfudy of ghést-wails, foundation trenches and
flooring patches'(Fig.s). From these details, it was conclu~
‘ded that this structure was having two parallel walls, with
‘eastern end apsidal and western one angular. The entranee
of the strucuure was in the western side. The flooring was
found to be preparad by ramming small pebhles, brick-powder

and earth.



Votive Stupas to the west of the main Stupa

The cleaning of debris to the west of the Stupa%/ .
revealed two more votlve -Stupas near the northe-western
corner of the ﬁain'Stupa.‘.A square: structure was also
exposed to their south, Thus, in all, four votive stupas
are exposed. The square structure is situated mid-between

thése small structures.

Vihara

At the Vihara mound, follpwiﬁgyprébiems were taken up:
1. East-west cross-section of the whole structure, -

2, Shrine room.,

3. Qetails of main entrahceg and their approach,

4, Unexposed rooms

To expose the east-west cross-section of Vihara in
‘ relsation to its adaoining area, the whole .row of sub-squares
‘B, B}, B2, B3, B4, B5, B6, B? and B8 running east-west was
'ﬁaken up- for excavation., B and Bl covered a parf of western
b‘row of rooms and its adjoining outer field ,and B6 and B7
covered the part of eastern row of rooms with its adaoining
fialas. The remaining sub=squares covered the central court-
'yérd and the side verandahs. By maintgining a section thus
covering the central court-yard, the verandeh and the rooms,
1t was posslble to study the stratigraphy which may shed
light on the bullding activity of the site. The debris over-
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lying phase II monastery did not reveal any layer“like
formations except the—suverfece—debris, the silting caused

by water logging and the debris on the surface of the pave-
ment of Phase II. The yellow silt-filling between the pave-
ments of Phase I and Phase 11 was uniform throughout the
section, The yellow silt f;lling between verandah and the
outer wall of rooms was also uniform, Thié filling 4id not
reveal any antiquity and hence it suggeéted that the yellow
silt filling was iﬁtentioﬁa;, It seems that the silt was
brought.from some natural deposit nearby. The south-eastern
corner of the court;yard was‘damaged and was found'to be miss=
ing, But a local section in B4 and B5 was interesting. Thils
sectlon clearly revealed two separate constructions of Veran-
ﬁahs of both the phases. $he additiog'of Phage I; was clearly
marked. From thé details of alignment, bonding, aund plan, it
wasxclearly evident that the monastery of Phase 1II is built
almost on the samé plan as Phase I, Only the verandah of

Phase II is slightly enlarged.

.Digging on the eastern side of Vihara was resumed, Here
some portion of an independent structurec (like a wall) was
exposed which rested on the virgin soil. This structure
suggested fhat the area to the east of the Vihara was also
inhabited, From local inquiry, it ﬁas gathered that this area
was levelled up by digging off foundations of structures and

turning 1t into a field,
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ghrine Room

Further cleaning in A2 which covered the central. part
of the southern row of rooms exposed the c¢entral room. vhich
was used as shrine-room, 1%t had a low platform with projec-
tions and recesses on plaﬁ. This plinth is attached to the
‘side walls of the room. The southern part of this plinth
which might have a pedestal-for an image ismdestroyed by
‘brick-robbers. But, part of its floor of green-schist slabs
is still preserved. After studying the details of this
shrlne-room, it was decmded to expose the shrine TOOM of
’Phase I, which was suppoged to be underlying the present
shrine room, For this purpose, a small pit was‘sunk right
phrough thg fiporing. Even after removing fifteen courses
of bricks, no traces of the eariisr shrine -room could be

exposed.

E3 and E4’which covered the entrance of the‘Viharé and
the adjoining area to its south, were'opened to study the
details of séction on the outer side of the entrénce, as
well as other arcﬁitectural remainé near it. This dig
revealed a pllnth-llke structure at about 10! to’tﬁé south’
of the entranca. Its bondlng and elevatlon clearly suggested
that the plinth was the foundation for flight of steps which
1&& to(the outer plinth of Vihara'and theﬁ té the main

entrance of. Vihara,

A small hoard of thirty-seven silver and lead c¢oins was
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found from ES5. .These coins were put in a tiny red pot which
Qas burried in the yellow silt-filling (depth 5'-4" from the
presentAégouné level, and‘about é“‘fiom the floor level) near
the entrance of the room (Room No.Z2) adjoiﬁing the main
entrance of Vihara. This yellow silt filling belonged to
Phase 11, because it seems that the layer of thls filling

was 1aid to ralse the level for Phase I1 construction.

BExposing the remaining poriions of eastern and western rouws
of rooms ’

The remaining unexposed portions of the eastern and
western rows of rooms was also taken up by resuming work in
B7?, C7 and D7 in'eastern side and Bl, C1l, D1 and D1 in

western side,

Thus, during this season, all the four sides of the
Vihara were completely exposed. An extra room was exposed
attached to the outer side of the southe-eastern corner of

the Vihara.

Season III (1961~62)

The main objectives of 1261-62 excavations were as
follouws: ~ |
1. To Giscover the relic casket from the Stupa.H
2. To study further details of followlng structures :
A, Protection wall to the north of the Stupa.

B. Apsidal-ended structure.
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)C.“Votive Stupas.

the
' Do Rectangular structure to- the west of Stupa.
) . “the
" B, Complex of struﬁtur g to the-north of Vihara. o

the
‘F, Pavement between Stupa and Vihara,

'Stupa'

The tentative date of -the site was already fixed on _
'ﬁhe basis of numismatic and other archaeological evidences,
So? to support them, i1t was decided to get some direct con-
¢rete evidence from the Stupa itself., It is a well-known
fact that Stupas are generally built to commemorate some~
thing - elther the place itself where they are built or to
enshrine the relics of some promlnent personalityt, There-
fore, some Stupas contaln relic éaskets; occasionally with
inscriptions on them, which may provide a good evidence of
date. Hence, during this season, it was planned to discover
 the casket from the Stupa - if thena was any. To pursue this
objective, it was necessary to open the Stupa itself. 'By the
way, 1t was planned %o study its constructional details also,
Its relation with the protectlon wall to the north, and the
oblique platfofm to the west, wag also %0 be studied. For
this purpose, it was planned to open the northe~eastern guarter

of the structure.

- The top courses of the structure were highly dilapidated.
From this debrls, a number of decorative brlcks and & fragment
of a Chaitya arch was discovered., All these pieces were found

to be dumped in disorder. After removing about ten courses,

B WS S R W N T Wk B T S S M R

1. Fergusson, Higtory of Indian and Eastern Architecture
pP«50, note 2.
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the clrcular alignment of courses was clearly exposed,
These circular courses ceased at the 49th course, i.e. at

a depth of 13'-9" (23'-6" high from the base of the Stupa),
indicating that this level must be the base of the circular
. drum. Under this, the coufses were laid in headers*aﬁd
stretchers bonding, suggesting an angular construetion. A
decorative arch fragment was discovered at a depth of 16'-3".
After this, no other decorative fragments were found from
éhe core, The base of the structure was ekposed after
removing 141st course (From top 1lst course from base), The
foundation of the structure was found to be composed of

yellow silit-filling,.

"To study the further details of the outer architectural
features of the Stupa, cleaning of all sides of tﬁe Stupa
was fesumed. It was also plaﬁned to find out‘some positivse
clue to reconstruct the platform or platiforms between Platform
‘I and the base of the c¢ircular drum. But, no evidénce of
other platforms could be deteeted.' The other interesting
feature of platform 11 which was exposed by this yéar‘s
‘cleaning were four built~in niches at cerdinal points on all
the four sides. These niches were found o be pléin and
were devold of any other architectural features. The niche
in the northern face contained some lime lumps and a number
of flat-based bowls usually assigned to Kshétrapa pefiod.

In the southern side, niche were placed two moulded bases

of pilaster, probably to prepare something like a pedastal,



But from\theirﬁirregular‘arrangement, it'wee clearly evident
that they had been placed there at a later.stage, l.e. during
Phase III, when the Stupa.was repalred.  Theniches in the

eastern and western sides did not reveal ‘any speclal feature,

Protection Wall-

Further traclng of the extenszon of protection wall. to
the north-west of the Stupa was also undertaken by opening
part of D1 on the Stupa mound. Here, only its rubble part’
was exposed. ;ts covering brick work is- completely destroyed
. It was pursued upto about 10'. It was fcqnd to‘be extending
tawards‘the west upto.aboﬁt 380 feet andxtheq'taiing evthrn
towards south, Some rubble coﬁstructioniof 1ts western slde

i1s already exposed by natural erosion.

Rectangular Structure;

" Further cleaning of the rectangular structure between
the %otive stupas was also undeitaken. This cleaning exposed
' some remains of a-big storage-jar having gritty core., It was
placed on the outer pavement of the structure, - The inner
details of this structure are completely destroyed -due to

brick-robbing.

Section between the Stupa and the Viharas

Subesguare Al was extended to 10' towards south to link

the Vihara, apsidal ended structure and the Stupa, by a cross-
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section, But, this did not reveal much interesting strati-
graphlic details as the top of the remainsg of all the three
structures were at different levels and hence the debris and
other accumulations of deposits were at uneven levels and
much disturbed by brick-robbing, tiliing of land and the

present road.

Further cleaning of the so called "complex of structures"
near the main entrance of the Vihara clearly indicated that
they were the damaged parts of the Vihara ltself - the outer

plinth and the plinth for steps.

Season IV (1262-63):.

Last seaéon's excavation of.the Stupa was confined to
its northeeastern quavter only which 8id not reveal the
casketd, henée during this season, 1t was planned %o open the
Stupa with other plan. 7o pursue this objective, a square

trench on the Stupa was considered an ideal plan of approach,

For this purpose, first of ell the cenire of the Stupa
was located, And aiter removing about two to three feet of
damaged portion of the top, a trench measuring 17' x 17' was
laid in such a way that its centre may roughly coincide with

the cenire of ithe Stupa.

The method of excavating was not actually what may be

called 'digging', but 1%t was a slow process of removing the
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brick courses one after another by mesans of crow-bars, This
precéution was quite obvious because the bonding of every
course and its masonry was to be studled in detail. Moreover,
it was difficult to forecast the nature of the underlying
course at every dig. 1t was also difficult to trace at first
instance the markings of pitline, or some peculiar construc-

tion of the chamber or pit of casket,

The very first dig clearly revealed that the bricks
were lald in a circular aligmnment, After removing a few

courses, the volute plan of alignment was clearly traced.

After removing elghteen courses, top portion of a Buddha
image was exposed., It was in the centre of the Stupa. To
 study its stratigraphlic position and relation with the
structure, a gquarter sectlion aleong its body-line was dug out,
This revealed that the partly broken image in Dhysanamudra
was faciﬁg east and was partly covered by masonry., It was
placed very carefully in such a way that the edges'of packing
bricks may not inflict any demage., Its base was at a helght

of 31;5 feet from the base of the Stupa, -

The volutes under this image were arranged in a Pipal-
leaf pattern with their pointed tips changing directions in

clock~wise direction at every course.

After removing course No.44, the top knob of the schist-
casket was exposed in a pit-like depression., Removal of

‘eourse No.45 exposed the clrcular top of the casket with
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inseription on it. The casket was found placed In a red
slipped broken pot having sagger base., But the shoulder,
neck and rim portions of this pot were missing. To flx the
casket perfectly, some packing of brickbats was also put

around it,.

Course No.,42 was laid in a peculiar'plan. Its central
part was composed of a rectangle formed by obliquely laid

bricks, The volute was encireling this rectangle,

The circular alignment of courses ceased at 49th courss
under which bricks were lald in straight allgnments either
east-~weast or north-south, Some of the courseé under this
were in headers and stretchers, but this technlgue was not
followed regularly. Sometimes, the same alignment was
repeated for two courses consecutively. Sometimes, bricks
were laid even in irregularly east-west as well as north-
south alignments in the same course., Inspite of all these
irregularities, it was beyond doubt that the circular drum
ended at 49th course (as the circular courses ceased at that
course) and square construction started at 50th course, at

~a helght of 23,5 feet from base of the Stupa.

After removing course No.63, a dump of decorated
Chaltya-arch pleces was exposed in the eastern part of the
trench, Thelr twisted forms and deteriorated core suggested
that they were spoiled during thelr manufacture while firing

and were; therefore, discarded, and hence dumped in the core
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of the Stupa itself. After removing three courses, 1t was
clearly evident that the dump was resting on course No,67 at

a height of 20,05 feet from the base bf the Stupa.

After taking out these arch-pleces, further digging was
resumed upto course No.78, under which another dump of deco-
rative jambs was exposed - placed on course No.,82, at a helght
of 14.5 feet., This Qump was deposited ig the western part of
the trench.

Top of a bullt<in structure of bricks having pinkish
colour and finer fabric was exposed after removing course
No.90. For stiratligraphic position, first a crosse-section was
cut on 1ts two sides, l.e. eastern and western keeping the
structure intact, After this, the quarter section of the
structure iiself was cut to study its\inngr construetion and
if possible its contents. This revealed the top of a pot
placed under it. To get a section of the whole structure and
its-relation to the pot l¥self, half of the structure waé
removed. Thus, the whole sect;on deplcting the pot, the
stepped structure, 1ts section, and the relative section of
the Stupa were exposed. After this study, the whole structure
was demolished upto the top levelkof the pot. Gradually, the
brieks surrounding the pot were removed.. And finally, the
pot was taken out. It was a red slipped globular pot with
slightly outturned externally beaded rim and high neck, From
this pot were found elight silver colns belonging to western

Kshatrapas, scme‘fragments of blue glass, tiny gold folls and
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other unidentified substances., The pot as well as the stepped
inner struciure were resting on course No,106, i.e. top of

" platform I at a height of about 8' from the base of the Stupa.
’ The'pot was actually placed in a small cavlty-like depression

prepared in course No.l1l06.

Digging through platform I was continued by the same
method, But here the masonry and bricks changed. The bricks
" of platform I were llke those of the stepped structure, i.e.

but Aaocugh lexture
having pinkish colour and finer ddrqf The mud masonry was
»of ordlnery nature., 1t was foupd that at every course a
‘layer of mud (about 1" thick) was spread and the course of
"bricks was lald on it. The cavities between bricks were not

filled with moritar.

i

_After removing course No.120, top portions of two
}Budﬂha images were exposed, After removing other eight
courses, thelr position was clear. These images werse
arranged ln' two rows facling opposlte directions - east and
west -~ with thelr backs supporting each other, Som€ more
(\iﬁages ware exposed.in the section facing north, Hence, to
retrieve them, the itrench was extended to about eight feet
towarqs south., For this purpose, the section facing north
was scrapped doﬁn:upto thé level of the images, By this
dig, the whole hoard'was exposed completely. There were six
images arranged in the same way as mentioned above, One of
them had wavy halr. Two square bricks having sitting Buddha
images in relief were aléo found from this hoard. The whole

group was resting on course No,128.
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After reﬁoﬁipgglslst course, a dumﬁlof yeliéw'silﬁ and
black mud:patches was exposed in the south-western corner of
the trench. A number of decorative pieces such aé~arches,
jambs, etec., were also exposed in the remeining space of the
trench, The plan of thls. course was very irregular., The silt
and mud dump in the south western corner was bordered in north
and east by bricks in oblique alignments, While rest of the
course was ln irregular alignmenté 1n headers and sfretchers.
A1l this was exposed at a height of .71 foot from the base

of the Stupa.

A half finished casket like container of Schist was
retrived from the qump of silt and mud. It was partly broken
and like casket I was p;aced in a pot. This pot had crumbled
due to the welght of the superimposed welght of the structure.
Removal of course No,140 in eastern side and course No,141 in
western side (There was a difference of one course in two
sides) of the trench exposed the foundatiop of yellow silt
filling, This filling was 2'-8" thick. It was laid %o level
up the uneven ground level of blackish earth, A thin layer
of mud mortar was laid on this filling;. The étupa was
erected on it, The detalls of courses and levels of anti~
qul tles will be clearly understood from the following ?abular

charit:
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140. N.S. " 0,00 BASE OF 'THE STUPA
VIHARA I

To study the north-western corner andiifs oﬁter plinth,
a trench measuring 17' x 24' was laid just aéjoining to this
corner, 1t was named as Trench 63 I, It fevealed following
features: f |
1) Plinth Phase I
2) Yellow silt filling overlying Plinth Phase I.
3) Part of Plinth Phase II

4) A part of a wall running northssouth,

By this dig, it was proved without doubt that the outer
plinth of the Vihara also has two constructionsal éhases.
Moreovey, in the southern part of this trench, layers of
depositions of debris of various phases were exposed, These
layers were evideqt in the section facing south, Hence, a

new trench measuring 20'x20' was lald Just to the north of



this trench, This trench gave interesting results. It
‘revealed—six 1ayefs, out of which the two lowermost layers
represented natural soil and yeliow silt filling respect-
ively. On the silt fiiling‘ﬁere exposed parts of three
walls, One of them rested on layer (5), 1l.e. the yellow
silt filling and two rested on layer (6), i.e. the natural
soil, thus suggesting that the walls resting on natural
soil belonged K to Phase 1, while the wall built on silt
£illing Qas bu;lt during latér phase, The layers also
revealed two habiﬁation'periods marked by roof tiles brick-
- bats and pottery. Remaining two layers represented collapsed

debris and ashey brown earth,

VIHARA II

During the course of exploration and excavation, the
area to the east of the Stupa and Vihara I was found to be
strewn with brick-bats and pot-sherds, suggesting some human
habi tation., Moreover, this area had sbﬁe mounds which seemed
to have been formed on the remains of brick structures parts

of which were even expcsed due to er051on.

i

Particularly, a mound aboqt 125 yards to ths south of
the Stupa and east of Vihara was having the shape resembling
the mound of Vihara I (having a depression in its centrs).
Hence, 1t was assumed that this mound also might have been
formed on remains of a monastery., A trench measuring 20'x20'

was laid on the south-wesitern corner of this mound, After
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removing the debris brickbats and loose earth corner portion
of a big structure - a Vihara - was exposed. This structure
revealed following features : | -

1) Two rooms measuring about 8' x 8'-9%" sach;

2) Parts of outer and inner verandahs,

3) Drain in the south-western corner of court-yard

4) South-western corner of paved court-yard. .

5) Parts of steps.

Like Vihara I, this Vihara is also built of burnt
bricks (16" x 10" to 104" x 23" to 24") and mud-masonry.
Some parts of steps exposed in thg section facing south
indicate that the maln entrance of the Vihara was faclng

west, l.e. towards the main Stupa.

SUMMARY OF - RESULTS

The excavations of Devanimori revealed the story of a
Buddhist settlement beginnihg from 3rd or 4th century and
ending in 7th or 8th century. First this site was inhabited
by Buddhist monks who had bullt a huge Vihara of burnt bricks,
This Vihara had thirty rooms on all four sides with thelir
entrances towards the central open court-yard, In addition
to these rooms, this Vihara had a shrine-room in its southern
‘slde and the main entrance in its northern side. This Vihara
had two verandahs - outer and inner - and a flight oﬁ%teps

near iLts entrance,
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The Vihara had three constructional phases marked by
distinet addi tions which were executed af ter levell:!_ng the
earller construction by yellow silt filling,

After a lapse of some tlme (after the construction of
Phase I Vihara) a massive, highiy adorned Stupa was erected
about §0' to the north east of Vihara., This Stupa had at
least two square platforms and a sﬁfmounting hemisphericai
drum. The platforms and a surmounting drum were embellished
beauﬁifﬁlly wlith terracotta dscorations 6f arches, medallions,
pilasters, cornlces, moﬁldings ete, All these decorations
werg cénperédxéround the Buddha(images in Dhyanamudra, The
Stupa had aiso undergone some renovations and'rebairs.

During Phase II this Stupa was partly renovated and during

Phase III, some minor rspairs vwere done,

Alongwith these monunents, other structures like
apsidal-aended structure - probably a Chaltya hall - votlive

stupas and square structure were also exposed,

Whole settlement was protected by a strong protection

-wall bullt agalnst the river flcw to the north of the Stupa,

A beautiful circular casket of greén schist with an :
inscription in Brahmi characters and Sanskrit language is
the culmination of all thé discovéries. This casket con=
talned a circular copper box in which was placed a gold
bottle which contained the relics of the Dasabala (Buddha).
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The inscription suggests that the Stupa was bullt during
the rule of the Kshatrapas. (3rd or 4th century A.D.)

The area to the east of this site also revealed
remains of a monastery and iheréby suggested that this

place was a cluster of big Buddhlst Settlement.

Besides these monuments, antiquitigs like colns
(Kshatrapa, Maitraka, Indo-Sassanian), Pottery (Red Polished
Ware), Stone and metal objects etc., were also collected,
They suggest that this site was a saered nucleus of
Buddhist religion right upto the end of 7th or 8th century
when once again it was deserted and the monuments crumbled

to ground.,
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