ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I am deeply indebted_to'Pror. R. Rajalakshmi for her
guidance in the conduct and presentation of the work
preseﬁted,in this thesis., I thank Prof. C,V. Ramakrishnan
for his wvaluable suggestions anduepcouragemept. Thanks are
also due-to Dr. J.R. Dave, Mr. G.?;‘Krishnamnorthy end- the
members -of the department of Biochemistry for their help and

kind eooperation.

The aid given by the University Grants Commission in
granting me a Teacher-Fellowship under the-Facuity~of'
Improvementjggizzgﬁzg to earry outithese infestigations is
acknowledged. gretefully. 1 am'obligeg to the management of
St. Joseph's College, Tiruchirapalli for encouraging me and

granting study leave.

March, 1983 M. Patrick Gomez
Department of Botany
St. Joseph's College
Tiruchirapalli



