
iii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

My sincere thanks to my guide Prof. Sudha P. Pandya, who has remained the 

same kind person I knew even after her patience had been put to test beyond human 

capacity.  It is true that I would not have made it to this point but for her.  Her interest 

in the subject, her insightful comments, critical responses, attention to detail, and love 

for perfection have been invaluable sources of inspiration.  She has prodded me to think 

harder and encouraged me to work faster. I am indebted to her for all the guidance and 

support that I have been fortunate to receive throughout.  

I am grateful to a number of people within Ahmedabad University community. 

I thank Shri Prafull Anubhai, Prof. A. H. Kalro, and Prof. Havovi Trivedi for their 

commitment to faculty development and research that translated into active 

encouragement of my work. I thank Shri B. M. Shah, Director of Ahmedabad Education 

Society, for giving me sustained support and easy access to information that has helped 

me in this work. 

Prof. Pankaj Chandra, the Vice Chancellor of Ahmedabad University, himself 

a thinker and educationist, has been very encouraging and supportive from the start. 

The culture of rigorous research, academic freedom and flexibility that he has been 

striving to build at Ahmedabad University has played a pivotal role in making me 

succeed in this task. I sincerely thank Prof. Chandra.  

I deeply appreciate the unconditional support and encouragement that I have 

received from Prof. Devanath Tirupati, Dean of Amrut Mody School of Management, 

Prof. Parag Patel, Associate Dean of Amrut Mody School of Management, and Prof. 

Saptam Patel, Chair, Bachelor of Commerce programme.  

The Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad Library has been an oasis that 

I visited quite regularly in the early stages of my thesis and have returned frequently to 



iv 
 

every time I needed to gain fresh strength and insight. I thank the librarians, and the 

staff members of IIMA for the exceptional academic support that I have received.  

I thank Pallaviben, and Rameshbhai at the Department of English, The Maharaja 

Sayajirao University of Baroda and Gopalbhai in the office of Faculty of Arts for being 

my crisis managers!  

Prof. Prafulla Kar, Prof. Sarvar Sherry Chand, and Prof. Suguna Ramanathan 

(Amma) are among those people who have engaged my wandering thoughts, 

encouraged my disjointed arguments, listened to my half-baked conclusions, read the 

edited, unedited drafts of the chapters, seen the flaws and the follies, and also meaning 

in my work. If it were not for a sustained interaction with these exceptionally learned 

and kind people I would not have been able to reach the finish line. Thank you, Amma, 

Sarvar, and Kar Sir. I deeply appreciate your active support in my journey.  

Prof. Ritty Lukose has been my Dronacharya! I still remember my first class at 

Graduate School of Education at University of Pennsylvania that I took with her. She 

has been a source of inspiration and motivation from geographies apart! Thank you, 

Ritty. I also thank Professor.  

There were a host of very dear friends, scholars whose knowledge, expertise, 

and kindness I have exploited as and when needed.  I specially thank Gita Nambissan, 

Vijay Sherry Chand, Tridip Suhrud, Rita Kothari, Howard Spodek, Harjivan Suthar, 

Sashiranjan Yadav, Vidyut Joshi for enthusiastically engaging in a discussion every 

time I knocked at their door.   

At Ahmedabad University I have been lucky to have colleagues and friends, the 

list of whose names is too long, who offered support and encouragement. A special 

mention to Mita, who had been there and done it, as well as to Vibha, Poonam, Neha, 

Zalak, Preeti, who were sailing in the same boat, for being great friends. They gave me 



v 
 

everything -- lessons in Zotero, a useful checklist before submission, a share from their 

lunch box, a patient ear, a story of their own experience, strength, love, and a friendship 

that goes far beyond these words of acknowledgement.  

I guess one of the reasons why family comes at the fag end of the 

acknowledgement is because we rarely have words that match what these people mean 

to us. Snehakshi fui, Fua, Jaydeep, Veenbhabhi and kids, along with Nani (Mokshadha 

Kar) have been my family in Baroda. I will not able to thank all of them enough for 

being there.  I am indebted to Amma for the kind of support and affection that she has 

bestowed on me.  Appa, I know, would have been really happy if he were around. 

Vaidehi, my sister-in-law has been a friend, happy to listen, advise, discuss and help to 

clarify my thinking.  I am also sure far away in Adelaide my dearest Premamami, who 

has always believed in me will be very delighted. Thank you, Maa. Papa and Ma have 

known me and loved me before I even learnt to write; but I know that the completion 

of this thesis means as much to them as it does to me. My mother for the first time left 

me in the middle of my journey, and yet I must say she has been holding my hand. I 

will not know how to thank them for their unconditional love, acceptance, and a sense 

of self that they have given me. I thank my sister Maitreyi, niece Kavita and my dearest 

friend Shobhana for their love and understanding that did not vanish even when I 

stopped picking up their calls.  I have had some very stimulating discussions with 

Vikram on science and humanities at home that I have greatly enjoyed. I thank him for 

all that and more. My little devils, Anushree and Rahul, have waited, rather restlessly, 

for ‘mamma’ to finish her studies. I am proud of them. 

 


