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CHAPTER IX 

GEOGRAPHY
S*SS2»S>2S*55S5

Texts or narratives of purely historical or 

geographical nature are very rare in Sanskrit literature and 

whatever geographical information can.be gathered is mere 

incidental. The material therefore which constructs the 

ancient geography of India is scattered amid a mass of other 

subjects, and can hardly oresent a general view. Therefore 

tjbb items of geographical information require to be,very 

carefully examined and assembled together from a variety of 

sources - literary, epigraph!e, monumental and traditional - 

before we can give a complete geographical picture of ancient 
India#!

The geography of India is chiefly dependent on 

religion. Her every tree, every river, every mountain, every

1 Law 3. C#, Geographical Essays, P. 1.
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spring5 every cave, every lake, every hermitage, is sacred.

As it is the duty of every pious Indian to visit holy places, 

pilgrims travelled far and wide and their knowledge of all 

the places has been handed down to us in the sacred litera
ture. Md as Cunningham2 says, "though there is plenty of 

the fabulous in Indian Geography of outlandish regions, the 

allusions to purely Indian topography are generally sober.

The main features of the country were already known in very 

early times."

To reconstruct a systematic geography of ancient 

India, vedic literature, Brahmanas,■ -upanisa&s-, Dhsrmasutras, 

and Dharmasastras are useful. As Law points out, " The 

epics aid the pur anas are recognised, ns a rich mine of 

geographical information about ancient India, They contain 

some chapters giving a fairly accurate account of not only 

the different' territorial divisions of India but also of the 

rivers, mountains, lakes, forests, deserts, toms, countries 
and peoples."3

A discussion of the geographical data in the 

pur arias is beset with many difficulties. The chief of these 

is the conventional character of puranic geography. The
2 AncientGeography of India, Introduction, P, XXX^III.

3 Historical Geography of Ancient India, Introduction, P.1,
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geographical uncertainty leads to historical uncertainty.
The geographical data of a particular work are difficult to 
be assigned to a particular historical period in the face of a 
faulty and uncertain chronology. References to the Hunas, 
for example, are met with in documents so early as the Mbh. 4 
and Eamayana.5 The Mahabharata appears to have received 
additions till as late as the 5th century A.D.® “and so it 
would be wrong to say that the Mbh* reflects contemporaneous 
events* Mother difficulty is the occurrence of the same 
name in respect of places, mountains, and the like in various 
parts of the country. Hisadha, for example, is a mountain 
lying to the south of Meru, known by the Greeks as Paropamisos, 
and now called the Hindukush,' as well as the name of a place 
situated near Vidarbha (18,10). A third obstacle is the 
application of different names for the same place or people, 
for example, Visnutfrfcha or Maudgalyatfrtha .(136,41) used for 
a tfrtha on the river Godavari'and Abhlras, Dasyus, and 
Mleeehas (212,26-28) used for the people called at present
4 Mbh, ed. Calcutta,1834-39, 1,66865 111,1991, ¥1, 373.
6 The St.Petersburg Dictionary records, only one reference to the Hunas in the RSmayana, namely as, a varia lectio in the Bengal recension (ed.Gorresslo, Paris 1845, IV,40.25). ,
6 First liuna invasion was repulsed by skanda gapta about A»D. 455j Fleets Gupta, inscriptions, No.135 M.A.Steinj 

White Huns and kindred tribes - Indian Antiquary, XXXIV, 
P.80, ff. - ,
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Ahlras residing largely in the United Provinces, Bihar, Nepal, 
and some portions of Eajputana. Then there is the tradition
al and conventional element in Geography preponderating in the 
pur anas. Names are handed down traditionally and used with

out any regard to the existence of the places and peoples 
concerned; and the "geographical fancies of an early age are 
similarly propagated from generation to generation and sometimes 
find their way centuries later into the sober pages of technical 

literature" •r Last hut not least is the disregard to the 
distinction between real and, fabulous geography* The Br. P. 
thus mentions an assembly hall of lord Brahma to the north of 

mountain Meru, thus transferring the place to a fable land 
(18*37)«

The geographical accounts in the different pur anas 
are very similar and the account in one is often repeated in 

another and in some cases a longer account is condensed into a 
shorter one. • The names of the countries, mountains, rivers, 
etc. are mentioned at random without any topographical details, 
very often even neglecting the direction in which a country 
or a mountain or a river lay, assuming their knowledge by the 
contemporary- Indians as a- matter of course,7 8 The list in the

7 Mark Collins: The geographical data of the Raghuvamsa and 
Dasakumaracarita, P. 8,

8 Dr.Motl Chandra^ Geographical and Economic studies in the 
Mahabharata: Upayana period*



842

Brahma, Vayu, Matsya and Markandeya purinas is a long one, while
that in the Visnu is very short. The information about
geography given in Variha, Skanda, Ling a, laradlya, Brahmaval-

varta, Agni, Bhagavata and Bhavisya is not very useful. The

Padma.purana provides a detailed list of countries and rivers
of India but as it is in a very confused form and as the
divisional setting of countries has been mistaken, it has not
proved to be very useful. The longest list of countries and
peoples of India is, contained in the Markandeya, Brahma, Skanda,

Brahsnanda and the Vayu-pu.vanas. The Ramiyana (Kisk.Ch.40) and
the Mahabharata (BhIs.,Ch.9) also contain similar lists of

names of
countries and rivers. The majority of the/countries and 
peoples found in the purinas is very much the same as found in 
the jaMy|d3.y#r^^a„sac5t4^^wtl^Marka3a4M^liPii^.^T.an<i 

Markanddya purana is considered to be very important from the 
point of view of providing geographical information. The Br.
P. agrees, very ^closely with, the Mark.P., the same order being 
observed in the eastern and northern divisions, and the same 
mistakes have been committed in the countries of the central 
division.. And as the Markandeya is undoubtedly' an earlier

Tiyj-ifeafiMi; Ajxp.-.^l; , ^

compilation than the Brahma-purana, it can be presumed that the
• wT. -Y- ̂  it ya; >J £-,

Brahma framed its lists from the lists of Markandeya, as based
on different directions*^, Though, there are minor differences,
9 Chaudharl S.B., ist!to'ilc'',Settlements’’in''Ancient India, Part 1, 

PP» '12,13. "
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it seems very probable that the seven lists of the Markandeya 
formulated with a reference to the different directions were 

borrowed from the Vayu text Of all the pur alias, the best and 
oldest text of geographical tradition of India is contained in 
the Y^u^^d.JrjfeJoda^, Though,, they do not furnish long 

lists, the seven lists of ethnic names appear to be very genuine 
As the two texts are substantially the same, which indicates 
that the two puranas were originally one and the same, co> 
is generally believed.3”® The text of the Matsya pur aria seems 

to be a repetition of the text of Vayu. "It thus follows that 
the geographical texts of the vayu, Brahinahda, Markandeya,
Matsya and Brahma are in agreement with one another subject to

Asome small variations, and that the common source of Matsya 
and Markandeya is the text of ¥ayu and Brahmahda from which the 
other puranas framed their lists,, while the Matsya copied from 
the Yayu text freely, the Markandeya subjected it to a critical 
revision, and so the Markandeya on the other hand was copied by 
Brahma in the same way.13”

From the geographical standpoint, the importance of 
the Brahma puraha is very great* It gives a general view of 
the world geography* It mentions Jambudvlpa and describes
10 Ch^dhari''’¥•Br.^A|lli^^‘and,.•¥ayU;,Euranas, - JBoRS, X¥, 183 ff.

11 Ghaudhari S.B., Ethnic settlements,i.,in^Ancient^Ind'iafi'«pi:il4.
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BhSrata together with its varsas, kulaparvatas 5 Kesaracalas, 
other innumerable mountains, rivers and cities. It refers 
to the various rivers grouping them according to the mountain 
ranges out of which they arise. The principal people residing 
in India and on its border are also mentioned and they are 
arranged according to the countries to which they belong.
Many names of countries and peoples -are the same as found in 
other puranas, but some of them are entirely new and original.

The extensive Mahatmya literature contained in the 
puranas dealing with the topography of the various tirthas 
or holy places is very important from the geographical view 
point as evidence is supplied by them for locating some import
ant sites.
careful study of the portion shows how thoroughly acquainted 
the author was with the region surrounding the river Godavari. 
Besides this, the Br.P, furnishes a ..description of Utkala- 

^pradesh in the Purus ott amakse t r amahat ay a. The geographical
study of the Brahma -purana becomes all the more important in 
view of its furnishing the valuable clue about the location 
of its author.

Brahma-Purana » World Geography

Thejeare seven continents, vis. Jambu, Plaksa,
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^ TSalmala, Kus’a, Kraunek, Saka and Puskara and they are 

surrounded by oceans of salt-water, sugar-cane^ juice, wine, 
ghee, curdled milk and milk. In the midst of all these 

Jambudvlua is situated. Meru, the golden mountain, is 

situated in the middle of it. Its height is 84,000 yojanas. 
It penetrates downwards 16,000 yojanas. The width of its 

peak is 32,000 yojanas. The area of its base is 16,000

yojsnas* It appears like the petal of a lotus. To its south 
are situated the mountains Himavan, demalrata and Kisadha and 
to its north are the mountains Nila, Sveta and Srngin. Two 
of these great mountains are one lakh y03anas in extent and 
are situated in the middle,^*2 the remaining mountains are 

less by ten and ten thousand yojanas in length and they are all 
two thousand y eg anas in height and they have the same breadth.^3

12 Nisadfta on the south of Meru and Mil a on the north, accord- 
- ing to Visnu-PurSia, Bk. II, Ch. ii.

13 18,11-*171 Aec.to Sri M.M.Yajnik (ref.to note 18^,the mountains Meru and others can be identified as under.:-
(i) Mahameru - The range of' mts.from SuparsVa the Say ana 
mts.in the north to G&ndhamS&ana the kuen-lun mbs. in the 
south; and from Mandara, the kiaeptasa khingan mts.in the east to Yip ala the Tian-Shan’mts, in the west.
(ii) Meru - The Altai mts, (iii) The mountain^ of the three 
northern <k the three southern countries: (a) Srhgi - The_ 
mountain forming the north-eastern boundary of’ the Uttarah 
Kuravab (b) Efreta - The Bielukha (white mountains).
(e)_Nila - a peak of the Altai mts. (&) Ilimavat - The 
Himalaya mts. (e) Hemakuta « The Ta-Sai-Slian mts. (f) 
Hisadha - The un-an-uliag mts.
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To tile south of the mountain Meru are situated the 
countries Bharat a, Kirapurusa and Ilarivarsa and to its north 
are situated the countries Kamyaka, Hiranmaya and Uttarakuru. 
In the, middle of all these countries is situated the Ilavrta- 
varsa covering the mountain Meru .from all the sides .for 
9,000 yojanas.14

On the four sides of Meru, four mountains are 
situated, Maadara is situated on the east, Gandhamadana in 
the south, Fipula in the west and Suparslva in the north.
They are decorated with the standard trees. Thus the trees 
Kadamba, Jamba, PippsLa and Vata are situated on the four 
mountains respectively. These mountains are eleven hundred 
yojanas in extent.,* 1 2 3 * * * 7® a tree of Jambu is situated in the middle 
of Jambudvipa after which it takes its name. The juice of 
the Jambu tree flows and becomes a river.
14 18,18-21, fajnik M.M, in an appendix to his book called 

Genealogical Tables of the Solar and Lunar dynasties with the Map of Jambudvipa identified all the dvlpas in the 
following waysJambudvipa - Asia, excluding Asia, Minor and Arabia and 
the plains to the west of the Yeinsei.
Nine principal countriess
1, Uttarakuru - The Tundras & the Forest-belt of Siberia,
2, Hiranmaya - The south-eastern districts of Siberia,the 

centre of Aryan civilization from 8000 to 4500 B.G.
3, Ramyak'a - The country between the river Yeinsei and the

lake Balkhas. 4. Ketumala - Russian Turkistan 'the
birth place of Nations', 5. Ilavrta - Upper Mongolia
and eastern Turkastan, S. Bhadra£va - Manchuria ,

7. Harivarsa - China proper, 8, Kirapurusa - Tibet.9. Bharata'- India, :
15 18,22,23; ref, note '17»,
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Four forests and four streams are situated on the 
four sides of the mountain Meru. Thus the forest Caitraratha 
is situated to its east, Gandhamadana to its south, Vaibhraja 
to its west and Hand an a to its north. In the same way the • 
streams Arunoda, Maliabhhdra, Asitoda and Manasa are situated 
on the four sides of the mountain Meru (18,30,31).

The Kesara mountains to the north of the mountain 
Meru are santavan, Cakrakunjja, K&rari and Malyavin and Faikahka

I _those to the west are Sikhivasa, Faidurya, Kapila, Gandhamadana
end Janudhi, those to the south are Xrikuta, Sisira, Patanga,
Hucaka,' and Nisadha and those to the north are Jathara,
\ % _ _ ^Sankhakuta, Rsabha, Hamsa, Nag a and Kalaajara (18.32-36)-.

Moreover, the ©ourt of lord Brahma is situated on 
the mountain Meru and it is a great city having an ^|ea of 
14,000 yojanas and in all its eight directions and sub-direct 
-ions are situated the courtsof Xndra and other lokapalas 
(18.36-38).

The divine river Ganges issues forth from the foot 
of lord Visnu, enters the moon and after passing through the 
court of lord Brahma, it falls from the sky after dividing 
itself into four parts, vis. Sita, Alakananda, Caksu and 
Bhadra. The eastern stream known as Site" passed from one
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mountain to the other and flowing through Bhadrasva, she 
entered the ocean. The stream known as Alakananda enters 
Bharata after flowing southward, then it enters ocean and 
divides itself into seven parts. The stream known as Caksu 
flows westward and after flowing through the country Ketumala 
it enters the ocean. The stream known as Bhadra passes 
through Uttaragiri and Uttarakuru and enters the ocean.3“®

The mountains Gandhamadana and Kalyavan extend to 
Mila and Nisadha, In the middle of both of them Meru is 
situated in the form of a petal. The Bharaha, Ketumala, 
BhadrasVa and Kuru are the leaves of this lotus. The 
mountains J.athara and Devakuta1^ are the boundary mountains 

and extend to Ilia and Hisadha, from south to north (18,44-46).

The mountains Gandhamadana and Kailasa stretch from 
east to west and are situated at the end of the ocean for 80 
yojanas. ' The Hisa&ha and P ally at r a are boundary mountains and

16 18.38-44.
Its four great rivers ares (i) Bhadra - The iana,falls 
into the aretic ocean (uttara saaudra), (ii) Sita - The 
Amur, falls into the pacific ocean (Purnarnava).. (iii) 
Alakananda - The Ganges falls into the Indian ocean 
(Baks.ina Mahasagara) • (iv) Caksus - The oxus, falls into 
the sea,of Aral (ksarodadhi),

17 Jathara - The stanvoi rats.
Devakuta - The yablonoi mts, aec.to Shri M.M.Iajnik, 
Op.Citi, They form the eastern boundary.
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18and extend to HUa and Hisadha from south to north. The 

mountains Trisrnga and 3arudhi are the two mountains on the 

north and they, like the two former onesfextend to the ocean. 
These eight are called the boundary mountains (18,50-52),

The valleys among these mountains are exceedingly 

charming and they are decorated with forests and cities*
t , •

They are terrestrial heavens and in them reside the siddhas, 

car anas, Laxmi, fisnu, Agni, Surya, Indra and other gods.
These are the places of daily enjoyments for Gandharvas, laksas, 
Biksasas, Daityas and Dahavas. , The people live here for 

10,000 to 12,000 years, and here no one is affected by any 
kind of mental agitation. In BhadrisVa, lord Visnu is ■ 

figured with a hcrse ’ s head, in Ketumala. he has the form of a _ 

boar; Bharat a, that of a tortoise and he has the form of a 

fish in the north (18.57-00). .

18 18,47-49, missing in ms. *ka*.
Gandhamadana - The Kuen-lun mts., Kailaaa - The Karakoram 
mts. They form the southern boundary; Hisadha - The 
Balkan mts*, Pariyatra - The Paropamisus mts,, they form 
the western boundary; Trisrnga & 3arudhi - The mountains 
north of the Altai mountains* - M.M.Yajnik, Op,Git,, For 
further details about the Pauranic Geography, vide als@, 
Siddhesvarashastri CitraV; BhSrata -varsiya prdcxna 
earitrakosa (in Marathi), Appendix 2, PP,664-669.
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Plaksadvit>al9

The lavana ocean surrounds the Jaabudvitsa: and - the
PlaksadvTpa surrounds the lavana ocean. The area of Plaksa- 

dvipa is double that of Jambudvipa i.ef two lakh yo^anas. 
Medhatithi, the king of Plaksadvlpa, had seven sons, via. 

Santaaaya, Sisira, Sukhodaya, Ananda, Siva, Ksemaka and 
Dhruva and the seven countries of the Plaksadvlpa are named 
after it.20

There are seven varsa-mountains fixing the boundary 
of the Plaksadvipa. They are Gobheda, Candra, Hara&a, Dundu- 
bhi, Somaka, Sumanas, and tfaibhra^a,21 The seven rivers 

flowing there are Anutapfea, s'ikha, Viprasa, Tridiva, Kramu, 

Aarta"* and Sukrata,

19 M.M.¥ajnik, Op.Cit,, South-east Arabia, Asia minor and 
Russia in Europe.

20 Ibid - Sahtamaya - El Hasa and oman in Arabia.
Sisira - Syria.
Sukhada - Kurdistan and Armenia.
Ananda - Turkey in Asia,
S’iva - South Russia in Europe said Ukraine.
Ksemaka - Great Russia in Europe,
Dhruva - lorth Russia and Uovaya zemlya.

x _21 Ibid - Gomeda - Jevel Akhdar * Green mountain fin Santamaya
Candra - Lebanon = i.tfhite mountain in Sisira.
Harada - Ararat, the loftiest peak in Asia minor,

rising to the height of 16916 feet,in Sukhada, 
Pundubhi - Taurus in J&ianda.
Somaka - Caucasus in S'iva.
Sumana «* Ural in Ksemaka.
Vaibhraja - The northern extension of the ural in 

Dhruva,
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The arrangement of yugas hoes not prevail there*
In the Plaksadvipa, the Tretayuga alone prevails* Besides 

those above mentioned, there are thousand others hills and 

rivers. The dharrna is properly divided here according to 
varna and As'rama. There are four types of classes, viz.

Ary aka, Kuru, Yivisva and Bhavi, They corresponding- to 

Brahmins, ksatriyas, vaisyas, and sudras. In the middle of 

this continent, there is a great tree of Plaksa after which 

the continent takes its name. All the people worship lord 
Yisnu here in the fora of Soma. The Plaksadvipa is surrounded 

by the ocean of Sugarcane M juice being of the 'same size as 
that of Plaksadvipa (20.1-20).

The Salmaladvxpa surrounds the ocean of sugarcane 
juice. Yapusmin, the king of the Salmaladvxpa, had seven sons 
and the seven countries of s’almaladvfpa were named after them. 

The area of Salmaladvxpa is double .that of the ocean of sugar

cane juice. The seven varsas are Sveta, Harita, Jisuta,
Rohita, Yaidyuta, Manas a and Suprabha.23' There are seven
22™'l4TMTla JiTik1- The" "Eastern Africa with "the foundered ancient 

continent of Gondwana also called Lamurxa*
23 Ibid - Sveta 5 The countries of the foundered ancient 

HaritaS of Gondwana - or Lemuria.
- Jiautail

Kohita - Tanganyika,some part of Gondwana and Soma
liland.

Yaidyuta - Kenya and Uganda.
Stiprabha - Anglo Egyptian Sudan and Libya.
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seven mountains in the seven countries, vis.Kumuda, Unnata, 
Balahaka, Drona, Kahka, Mahlsa and Kakudman‘The seven 
rivers of dalmaladvlpa are Sroni, Toy a, Yitrsna, Candra,
Sukra, Sukra, Vimocanr and Hivrtti.

The four classes in the sfelmaladvipa have different 
colours, viz. Kapila, Aruna, Yellow and Black, and they 
correspond to the four well-known classes, viz. Brahmins, 
ksatriyas, vaisyas and sudras. Lord Visnu is here worshipped 
in the form of Vayu and a great tree of ^almala is situated 
in the middle of it, after which it takes its name. The 
Salmaladvipa is surrounded by the ocean of wine, being in. 
extent the same as that of Salmaladvipa (20.21-35).

Kusadvipa25

The area of ..KusadvTpa is double that of Kusadvlpa.
24 Ibid - Sumuda jj The mountains of the foundered ancient 

Unnata $ continent of Gondwana or Lemuria. Balahaka!
Drona - Livingstone in Eohita.
Kahka - Eigen,Kenya and Kilimanjaro in V'aidyuta.

They are extinct voreanoes.
Mahfsa - Has Detchen,active volcano 4600 3.C., 

in Manasa.
Kakudman - Marra mountains in Suprabha.

25 The southern and western Africa - M.M.Yajnik, Op.Cit
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Jyotisman, the king of Kusadvfpa, had seven sons, and there 

are seven countries after the names of these seven sons, viz. 
Udbhid 5 Venumat, Svairatha, Randhana^f; and Dhruti, Prabhakara 

and Kapils..27 There are seven mountains in Kusadvlpa, viz. 

Vidruma, lemasaila, Dyutiman, Pustiman, Kusesaya, Hari and 
Mandara ,23 The seven rivers of Kusadvlpa are Dhutapapa, Siva, 

Pavitra, Sammati, Vidyut, Arabha end Mahl. There are many 

other rivers and hills. Here people are divided into four 
classes, viz. Danins, Sustains, Saehas and M^lahas corresponding 

to the four well-known classes of Brahmins and others. Lord 

Yisnu is worshipped here in the form of Brahma. A great tree 
by the name Kus’a is situated in the middle of Kus'advipa after 

which it takes its namev The Kusadvlpa is surrounded by the

26 20.36, in ms. ’lea* Randhana is given as Lambana.
27 22 yajnik M,I4., - Op *Cit.

Udbhid - Cape Colony
Venumat - Natal,Or^ange Free State,and Trsnsval. 
Svairatha - S.b'. Africa and Bechuana Land.
Randhana - Portuguese West Africa,Congo and French 

equatorial Africa,
Dhruti - The country between the lake chadd and the 

__ river Higer.
Prabhakara - Western Africa.
Kapila - The country north, of the lake chad upto Sahara.

23 Ibid - Vidruma - Ruwensore mountains in Udbhid.
Hemasaila - Drakensburg Range in Venumat.
DyutimSn - Jenker - Afrikander Mts,,in Svairatha, 
PustimSh - Lovili in Randhana-.
KuSefifaya - Cameroon in Dhrti.
Hari - Kong mts.in Prabh.aka.ra.The mountain range 

of Sierra Leone (lion Hill).
Mandara - Tibesti, in Kapila-,
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ocean of ghee having the son seine area as itself,29 

Kraunc advlp a30

Krauncadvipa surrounds the ocean of ghee and its 
area is double that of Kusadvfpa, Dyutiman, the king of 

Krauncadvipa, had seven sons after whom the seven countries 
take their names, viz, Kusaga, Mahdaga, Usna, Pfvara, Andha- 
karaka, Muni and Dundubhi. 31 There are seven mountains here,

viz.Kraunch, ¥amana, Andhakaraka, Devavrata, Pundirikavan, 

Dundubhi and Mahasaila. The seven rivers of Krauncadvipa are 
Gauri, Kumudvatl, Sandhya, Ratri, Manojava, Khyati ana 

Pundarika-. People are divided here into four classes viz, 

Puskalas, Puskaras, Dhanyas, and Khyatas. Here lord Visnu is 
worshipped in the form of Rudra and the Krauncadvipa is 

surrounded by the ocean of curds (20,46-57).

29
30

31

20.35-45,
la^nik M.M, - Ibid. Krauncadvipa - Korth Africa and Europe, 

excluding Russia in Europe.
Ibid - Kus'aga - Morocco end Algeria.

Mandaga - Portugal,Spain and the foundered land upto 
Corsica and Sardinia,

Usna - The country from Corsica and Sardinia upto 
y the Hack sea.

Pfvara - France,Switzer land, Austria and some part
of Germany.

ibidhakarka - Hungary and Czechoslovakia.
Muni - Great Britain,Ireland,Belgium,Holand,Denmark, 

Prussia and the foundered land of the north 
sea.

Dundubhi - Scandinavia,Lapland,and the foundered 
land of the north sea*.
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Sakadvfpa32

The Sakadvlpa surrounds the/ocean of curd§Jand its
' ■■Milium . . . . . . . . . . . . . ffl" Wi'-'M—1

area is double that of Krauncadvipa. Bhavya, the king of 
\Sakadvipa, had seven sons after whom the seven countries of
the Sakadvlpa were known,viz. Jalada, Kumara, Sukumlra,
Manlraka, Kusumoda, Modaki and Mahadruma.33 The seven great •

mountains of Sakadvlpa are Udayagiri, Jaladhara, Raivataka,
Syama, Ambhogiri, Astikeya and Kesari.3^ The great tree of

Saka is situated in the middle of this continent after which 
1

the Sakadvlpa takes its name. The rivers hare are Sukumarf, 
Kurnarl, Nalinf, Renuka, Iksu, Dhenuka and Gabhasti. There 

are thousands of other small rivers and hills* People are 
divided into four classes, via.Magas, Magadhas, Minasas, 

Mandagas, corresponding to the four well-known classes of
32 Ya^nlk M ,M,, Op *-ci t * ,Morth America,Greenland,Central America 

sbw west IndieslEquador,Columbia and Venezuela*
33 Ibid ^«\JaladaJL Alaska

- The Tundras of Canada,Characterised by 
grd^j lakes.
Sukuiara - Canada 
Mmir%a - United States 

JKusumoda - labrador extending upto Greenland. 
jf Modaki - Mexice,Central America and West Indies • 

Mahadruma - Equador,Columbia and Venezuela.
34 Ibid - Udayagiri - Mc.Kinley, at 140° longitude west of

Greenwich in Jalada*
Jaladhara - Coast range of the Pacific in Kumar a. 
Raivataka - Rocky in Sukuinara.
£yama - Alleghany mts .which attain a height of

6707 feet in their summit .Black Dome mt.in 
Manicaka.

Ambhogiri - The Appalachian mts. ext ending from 
Labrador to Greenland,from 80° to 20°

^ longitude,west of Greenwich.
Ancikeya - Sierra Nevada,, in Modaki 
Kesarf - North eorditteras, in Mahadruma.
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Brahmins, Ksatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras. Here lord Vxsnu 
is worshipped in the form of Sun, The Sikadvfpa is surrounded 
by milk-ocean having the area same as that of Sakadvlpa 
(20,59-73),

Puskaradvfpa33

The Puskaradvfpa surrounds.the milk-ocean and its 
area is double that of Sakadvfpa, Savana, the king of 
Puskaradvfpa, had two sons, viz.MahavIta and Ghat akikhanda, 
after whom the two countries ;take their names,®® The 
mountain Mahasottara is situated in the middle of Puskaradvfpa 
in a round form,3? The tree of Hyagoodha is situated in the 
Puskaradvfpa and lord Brahma’resides there. It is surrounded 
by the ocean of water (20,75-95),

Thus these seven dvlpgaare surrounded by the seven

35 3Ca3nik 14.M,, Op.Cit,
Puskaradvfpa - South America from the river Amazon to 

La plata,
36 Mahavfta - Chile, with the foundered land of Pacific, 

Ghatakikhanda - Brazil, Bolivia, Paraguay, Uruguay arid
Argentine Republic,■with the foundered 
land of the Atlantic.

37 Mahasottara - The Andes between Mahavfta and Ghat akikhanda.
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oceans.38 The land beyond the Puskaradvipa is golden and 

is uninhibited. The mountain Lokaloka is spread there for 

10,000 yojanas. The whole region around the mountain Lokaloka 

is covered by darkness; and Andakataha surrounds the darkness • 

The area of the whole world together with its Andakataha, 

continents and mountains is fifty crore y03anas (20.96-99).

The seven Patalas are very charming. • Their area

is 70,000 yojanas, each Patala consisting of 10,000 yo^anas.

Their names are Atala, Titala, litala, Sutala, Talatala,
- - - 39Rasatala and Patala, and the lands there are of different 

colours, via.krsna, sukla, Aruma, Pita, s’arkara and golden.

It is said that they are more beautiful than heaven. The 
Timas a body of lord Visnu is worshipped there in the form of 

lord Sesa, It is inhabited by Daityas, Danavas and Serpents 

(21,1-13).

38 20.89 - Yajnik M.M, Op.Cit.
Lavaca - The Lower plains of Siberia,Caspian 

sea and the western Persia.
Iksu> - The Baltic sea,the eastern Prussia,the Black 

sea and the eastern Mediterranean sea.
Sura - The red sea and the sea between Salmala 

& Kusa.
Sarpig - The Atlantic.
Dadiii - The sea between Greenland and Scandinavia. 

Ksira ** The Pacific.
Jala - The south Atlantic.

39 Yajnik M.M., Op.Cit., Atala - Sumatra5 Vitala - Bcrneso; •
Nitala - Java; Sutala - Celebes; 
Talatala - Australia;'
Rasatala - New Guinea;
Patala - New Zealand.



859

Bharata

It is situated to the north of ocean and to the 
south of Himalaya. It is called Bharata and the people 

here are called Bharatas. Its area is 9,000 yojanas. This 

is a land of action. From this land Svarga, final emancipa
tion from existence and the final end are attained (19.1-5).

There are nine divisions of Bharata'viz, Indradvfpa, 

Kasetuman, Tamraparna, Gabhastiman, lagadvrpa, Camay a, Gandhar- 

va, Varana and Bharata (19.62,27,14,15).

Alexander Cunningham discusses the Purihic nine 

divisions of greater India in the appendix I of his book called 
’Ancient Geography of India’ and comes to the following 

conclusion. Indradvlpa is Burma, Kasetuman is Malaya Penin

sula, Tamraparna is Ceylon, Gabhastiman is Laccadive, Maldiva 
or Ernakulam in the south west, Kagadvfpa is Salsette, Elephanta 

and Kathiawar in the west, Saj&nya is Cutch in the north-west, 

Gandharva is Gandhara, the valley of Kabul with a small tract 

of land to the east of Indus and Varuna is situated in the 

north-east of India•„

This ninth division, i.e.Bharata is surrounded by 
ocean and is thousand yo^anas long from north to south. To 
its east stay the Kiratas, to its west the Yavanas, and in its
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rmiddle reside the Brahmins, Ksatriyas , Yaisyas and Sudras and 
maintain themselves on sacrifices, battles, mercantile and 
other services. There are seven kuiaparvatas, vis.Mahendra, 
Malaya, Sahya, Suktimin, PJcsa, Yrndhya and Pariyatra (19.6-9; 
27.19,20), They were so called because each of them was 
associated with one particular country of tribe. Thus 
Mahendra is the mountain par excellence of the Kalihgas,
Malaya of the Finely as, Sahya of the Aparahtas, Suktimat of 
the people of Bhallata, Hksa of the people of Mahfsmati",
V'indliya of the Atavyas and, other forest, folks of central 
India, and Paripatra or Pariyatra of the Misadas There 
are many hills situated near them. Their summits are broad 
and lofty aid are delightful and spacious. The other mountains 
are Kolihala, Vaibhraja, Mandara, Dardalacala, Yatapdhpya, 
Yaidyuta, Mainaka, Surasa, Tuhgaprastha, Kagagiri, Godhana, 
Pandaracala, Puspagiri, Yaijayanta, Raivata, Arbuda, Rsyamuka, 
Gomantha, Krtasaila, Krtacala, Sriparvata, Cakora and thousand 
others. By them the people both Klechhas and others are 
mingled together according to their divisions (27.20-24; 19.10).

The rivers Ganga, Saraswatf, Sindu, Candrabhaga, 
Yamuna, Satadru, Tip as a, Yitasta, Iravati, Kuhu, Gomati,

40 Baichaudhari, Studies in Indian antiquities, PP.105-108; 
also cf. Agraval Y.S., Bharataki Kaulika ekata (in Hindi).
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Dhutapapa* Bahuda, Drsadvati, Vipasa, Devika, Caksu, lisfehiva, 
Gandakf, Kausikl, and Apaga emerge from Himalaya (27.25-2?5

19.10) 5 the rivers Devasarit, DevavatT, Vataghnf, Sindhu, 
Venya, Candana, Sadanlra^ Mahl, Carmanvatl, Vrsf, Vidi^a,

___ X ^
Vedavati, Sipra, Avanti emerge from the mountain Pariyatra; 
the rivers Sona, MahanadS, Narmada*, Surathak, Kriya, Mandhklnf, 
Oasarna”, Citrakuta, Citropala, Vetravati", Kara-moda, PiiaciM-, 

Atilaghusroni, Vipapma, Saivala, Sadheruja, Saktimati, Sakunf, 

Tridiva, Krarau 127.30-32)$ T£p£, Payosnf, Klrvlndhya, and 
Kaverl emerge from the mountain jpisa;4**- the rivers Sipra,

Vena, VaitaranI, Sinlvali, Kumudvati, Toya, Mahagaurl, Durga, 
MtahJila, Narmada*and Suraraa emerge from Vindhya(27.33,34;

19.11) $ the rivers Godavari-, Bhlmarathf, krsnavena", Apaga, 

Tuhgab'hadra, Suprsyoga, and Papanasinx emerge from the 
mountain Saliya (27.35,36; 19.12)$ the rivers Krtamala, Tamtfa- 
parnf, Pusya^a and Pratyalavatf emerge from the mountain 

Malaya (19.13$ 27.37,38); the rivers Pitrsomarsikulya and 
PvSikulya emerge from the mountain Mahendra (27.37,38; 19,14); 

the rivers Rsikulya'J Kumar a (19.14), Suvikala, Kumar!, Manuga, 

Mandagaminf and kssyapalas.ini emerge from the mountain 
Srlktiiaan,42 * All these rivers possess holy merit, flow into

41 19.11$ in adh.27.33, the rivers Tapf, Uirvindhya and 
Pay osar are said to emerge from the mountain Vindhya,

42 -27 . 38,39; missing in mss. *ka* and Ikha*.
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the ocean, are mothers of the world and destroy the sins#
There are thousand,- others small rivulets some of which flow 
only during the rainy season and some of' which flow at all' 
seasons (27.39,40).

The Brahma-Parana mentions the seven divisions with 
a reference to the six directions and the central part. Thus 
Madhyadesa means the central division, Udacya, the northern 
division, pracya, the eastern division, DaksinsEpatha, the 
southern division, and Aparahta, the western division* Then 
follows a group of tribal names called Vindhyacala and the 
last division has been designated as parvatasrayinsli. For 
details regarding the various- people residing in the above- 
mentioned regions vide eh. X entitlesl"Ethnie Data1'.

The law of four age's is established in Bharat a. It 
has nine samsthanas. Tc its south ana west and east are the 
great oceans, the Himavat range stretches along on its north, 
like the string of a bow and the Brahma-pur ana furnishes a' • 
long eulogy of Eharata, the land’ of action (27.65-80).

As the geographical names contained in the Brahma- 
Puraha are too numerous to be discussed for the identification 
in this work, which is not a treatise mainly on geography, an 
attempt has been made here to show how far the Brahma informa
tion ami: admits of verification in the light of a similar
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information from the other sources, and an appendix of all 

the geographical names sf appears at the end for ready 

reference* .

IDENTIFICATION OF GEOGRAPHICAL PLACES

Abhlra
<>

The Abhlra country; situated on the Indus, north of 

the Sauvlras, where the Abhlras gave their name to the Greek 
satrapy of Abiria.43 Patanjali locates them in Sindhudesa 

and connects them with s'udras.44 But the Mbh.relates their 

movements froip the region of Punjab and Mathura to what is now 
known as kohkana*45 In the Hasik cave inscription an Abhlra 

king Isvasena who flourished about the end of the second 
century A.B* is mentioned*46 This is probably the earliest 

reference to their southward marbh*

43 Tavn, Greeks in Baetria and India, 172; For the identifica
tion of various geographical names, Kalyaba's tirthanka 
is also very useful*

44 PHAI, 418.

45 Bhandarkar, Vaisnavism, Saivism and other minor religious 
systems, 37*

46 PHAI, 418.

47 Patil D.R., Cultural History from the Vayu-Parana, P*242.
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. The fisnu pur aria ,43 the Maa?kandeya49 Purina and 
Varahamihira50 locate them in the west and hut the 
Markandeya31, Vayu32 said VarShamihira also locate them in 
the south.33 They are again connected with the Pandu migra
tion to the south.34 Taratantra states that the region of 
Abhlras constitutes the portion between the western bank of 
the river Tapf and the southern portion of Kohkana. Even 
to-day the Ahiras are found in the Punjab,33 Kathiawar33 

and parts of Nasik and Khandesha districts.

The Brahma-pur ana mentions them both in the north
west in the Pancanada region (212.11,27) and in the south 
(27.56). The Abhlras mentioned in the north are there called 
Mlecchas and' Dasyus and support the evidence given in the 
Mbh.3? and those mentioned in the south are called Daksinsn 

tyas.

Aeastvasrama

’ The hermitage of the sage Agastya was situated at
48 Wilson, II, Ch. Ill, PP. 132-5.
49 Ch. 57, W. 35-36.
50 Bhandarkar, Op.Cit., 3.
51 ChS, 57-58, W, 45-8, & V.22.
52 45.126. ,
53 Indian Antiquary, 22,272.
54 K.Pillai, Tamils 1800 years ago, 57.
55 Grooke, Castes and Tribes of Horth-west Province and 

Audh.
56 Enthoven, Castes and Tribes of the ^ombay Presidency.
57 Mausala P., ?ii, 220-242*, viii. 270.
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Akolha to the east of Nasik.58 Some hold that fet a distance 

of twenty-four miles to the south-east of Nasik at Agastipuri 
there existed the hermitage of the sage Agastya. Some 
think that this hermitage was situated on the summit of the 
Malaya range of Malayakata which was also known as drlkhanda- 

dri or even as Candanadri

The Brahma-pur ana states that the tlrtha is situated 
on the bank of the river Godavari (118*31) and the tlrthas

- , 9 ■' '

AsVattha, Pippala and many others are situated near it. 
Probably it is identified with the one mentioned in Ramayana.

Alaka

Kalidasa gives a picturesque description of Alaka 
as a city of Kubera in the Meghaduta.

The Vayu also associated it with Kubera6® but at 
ones place6! we find a mention of king Pururavas there thus 
suggesting its location near pratisthaha in the Himalaya.

The Brahma-pursna also states that king Pururavas 
enjoyed with Urvasf at the following places, vis* Caitraratha
58  ""lamlyana", Aralqy akdhdaCh. TT:" Mahibhar at & Gh.95, 1-3 j

of.'As Padma P* <&. 6, si. 5.
59 Law B.C., Historical geography of Ancient India, P.274.
60 Vayu 47.1-60.
61 Vayu 91.6-8.
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forest, Alaka, Nandana forest, Uttarakuru, Foot of Gandha- . 
midan*. mountain, summit of the mountain Meru (10.6,7).

Alafeananda*

According to Vsyu62, ICurma®3, Fisnu®- and Markan- 
deya65 pur anas, it is one of the four streams of the Ganges 
and reaches the sea with seven mouths* The Br, P. also 
supports the same view, and states that the Alakananda enters 
Bharata through the southern course (IB.41,42).

Alakananda is constituted of Visnuganga" and 
Saraswatf and Captain Rapson declares that this river falls 

, as a waterfall on the ' other side of Badrinath*.®®

According to others, it is a river in Garhwal, 
Himalaya, a headwater of the Ganges. Her course can he 
traced from the Gandhamadana mountain.®^ It represents the 

upper course of the Ganges* Its upper tributary is constitut
ed of the pinda and another stream at the confluence of which 
is situated Srinagara in Garhwal.®8 According to I.G.I.®9,
62 41* 18 ' ‘
63 I.'46.31.
64 11*2*36, 11,8.14.
65 56*7,8.
66 Asiatic Research,' 11.
67 Bhag.,17.6.24, Brahmandu III*14.21,56.21;Fisnu 11.2.34,36, 7ayu 41.18; 42.25—35; Mlirk* 56.7,8,
68 Law B.C., Rivers of India, P.19.
69 Imperial Gazetfeer of India, Fol.XF,P*60 and U.P.Gazeteer 

for Garhwal, 7ol,36,
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there are five sacred confluences of Alakananda with other 
rivers, vis. Bhaglrathi- (Devaprayaga), Nandaprayag^, .Karna- 
pray ag»-(confluence \fith Pindar river), Budraprayaga (conflu
ence with MandakinI), Visnuprayaga.

Amarakantaka 1  ... ■ >     ■ ■
Amarakantaka is the Amrakuta of the Meghaduta of 

Kalidasa7*3. According to the Matsya P.73*, this sacred hill 
was superior to Kuruksetra. In the skanda purana72, its 

sanctity is described and there it is mentioned as holy, it 
being the source of the river Narmada. The Visnu-sarahita7® 
and Vayu7- describe its sanctity for the purpose of 

sraddha. The Br. P. states it as a holy tirtha situated on 
the bank of Narmada (25.20, 64.6, 65.95,‘77.4).

This hill is a part of the Mekhala hills in Gondawana 
in the territory of Nagpur in which the rivers Narmada and Son 
takes their rise.75 According to some, it is in the Rewah

______ • - ■ ———

71 22,28; 186,12,34; 188.79, 82, 191,25.
72 Skanda P,, Avantyakhanda,. Revakhanda, 6.37-8,
73 Ibid.
74 77,4-16, . .
75 Law B.C,, Hist, Geog. of Ancient India, P.303.
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Taluka on the easternmost extremity of the Maikala range,
25 miles by country road from Sahdol railway station, 3000 
ft. above sea-level. It is one of the sacred places of
Hindus.^

Anarta

According to Ilarivamsa^ and the Brahma- Parana 
(7.27-34), the region Anarta is named after Anarta, the son 
of Saryati, who liras the son of Manu Fivasvah. Kusasthali 
was its capital and Raiva the son of Anarta ruled there.Qnce 
he went to Brahma with his daughter. When he returned the 
Yadavas had captured the city Kusasthalf and had named it 
Dvaravatl. Raiva married his daughter Eevati with Balarama 
and went to Meru to practice penance.

It is in north Kathiawar From the various 
references obtained from Mbh.,^® Bhagavata80 and Matsya83* 

it seems that the region consisting of north Gujarat and 
Saurashtra whose main city was the ancient Kusasthali or 
Dvaraka was, Anarta. Thus according to some this tract 
lies round Dvaraka",while according to others, it is situated 
round Fadanagar.82

76 Law B.C,, Holy Places of India, P,34.
77 Harivamsaparva 10.31-3,
78 Luders’ List No.965.
79 Mbh.,Fana,(Cr.ed.) 15.9,185 180.25,
80 10th Sk., 678; 9th Sk., 328; 1st Sk, 14.25.
SI 12.22.
82 Bombay Gazeteer, 1.1.6.
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Andhraka

They are probably the same as Andhras mentioned in
the Brahmanas,88 and. Jatakas.84 In the inscriptions of
AsokaSS they are mentioned as residing on the borderland of
his empire. According to Manusrarti88, they were a barbarian

87people, According to Mbh. , they were a rude race, but 
they established a kingdom during the third and second centuri
es B.G. Andhra was a kingdom also in Hieun Tsang's time in 
the 7th century A.D., and comprised the eastern portion of the 
Nizam’s territories, with its capital at Waranagal, according 
to Cunningham,88 Another capital was Dhenukakata, xdaich is 
Dharanfkota near Amaravat*! on the KIstna,89 In the Madras 
census report90 Andhra is said to be probably the same as 

Telingu and is taken to be the Sanskrit name for Telugu in 
the Madras census report.

The Br. P.01 mentions it as situated in the Madhya- 
desa along with the other Janapadas, viz, Matsya, Mukutakulya,
S3 Gopalachari, Early History of the Ihdhha Country, 1.
84 Mehta, Ratilal, Pre-buddMst India, 370,
85 Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, 1.
86 ' Saletore, Wild tribes in Indian History, 9*
87 Sabha P.(Cr.ed,) 2.4.21; 2,28,48; 2,31,11; Yana P,(Cr. 

ed.) 3.48,18.
BSAncient Geography of India.
89 Archaeological Survey of West India,No.10 by J.Burgess, 

P.32.
90 Report, p, 188.
91 27,41,42; the ms, ’ka* reads ’Atharva* for 'AndhrakaI
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Kuntala, Kasikosala, Kalinga, Jamaica and Vrka. The Brahma 
P,. mentions Andhas as residing in the eastern part •"

Anga
The Av.93 and JStakas94 associate Arigas with 

Magadhas, and their Janapada is mentioned first among the 
sixteen great Janapadas known to these works.93 The 
Mahabharata makes the races of Mg a, Vahga, etc. to be the 
descendants of the saint Dfrghatamas by Sudesna, wife of 
Bali.93 The Brahma-Puraha also mentions Ahga, Vanga, Suhma, 
Pundra and Halinga, as,the sons of Bali (13.31,36,37).

According to Simmer and Bloomfield the Arigas were 
settled on the rivers Son and Ganges in later times bat their 
early seat was presumably there also.9*? Pargiter regards 
them as a non* Ary an people that came over sea to eastern India?8 
Ethnographieally they were connected with the Kalirigas and 
other peoples of the plains of Bengal.99 The Brahma-Purina
92 27.61, the ms. *kha* reads here Mdliaka.
93 JASB, 1918, 317.
94 Ibid, 320? £n,7.,Bhys Davids, Buddhist India, 23.
95 Law B.C., India as described in early texts of Buddhism 

and Jainism, P. 19,
96 I, 104.
97 ATtindisches Leben, 35, Hymns of the A?.,446,449,
98 J.R.A.S., 1908, P. 852.
99 Cambridge History of India, I. P.534,
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also mentions it as an eastern Janapada along with Andhas,
Vamataa*? Kuicis , Vallakas, Makhintakas, Vangas, Maladas,

* #v-

Malavartikas, Bhadratungas, Pratijay as, Bharyangas, Prag- 

jyotisas, Madras, Videhas, Tamraliptakas, Mallas, Magadhakas, 
and Handas (27*51-53)*

The capital of Angas was first called Malihl which 

name was changed to Camp a or Campavatf in honour of a king 
named Campa, Lomapada's great grandon.3-00

Antarvedi

The traditional .Antarvedi is the country lying bet
ween the Ganges and the Jumna and between Prayag*. and Haradva- 
ra.101 The Aiigavarts of the sutras and Madhyadesa of Manu 

are designated according to the ICaVyamimamsa (93) as Antarvedi 

which extends upto Benaras. The Bulandasahara district lies 

actually in this Antarvedi.

According to others, it forms the last of the seven 
sacred places on the Godavari The Brahma- Purana seems

to refer to this Antarvedi (167*2).

100 Br,. P. 13.43; Harivamsa XXXI, 1699-1700; Mbh.,Santiparva 
34,35•

101 Indore Copperplate inscription of skandagupta, 466 A.D.
102 Hunter W.VJ*, Imperial Gazeteers of India, Vol.I, P.204*
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Anupa

The Mahabharata associates Anupa with kings Jtartavl2$ 
Arjuna and Nala104 and the Karivams'a suggests its proximity 
with Surastra and Marta.-*-05 The Nasik inscription of 
Gautamlputra Balasri105 and the Junagadha rock inscription 
of Rudradaman10? associate Anupa with Aparahta, Vidarbha and 
Avantf and locate it in the district around Mahismati on the 
river Narmada^

The Brahma-Purina, however, refers to Mupa-desa 
in connection with the story of Prthu and states that King 
Prthu allotted the Anupade'sa to sutas and the Magadha country 
to Magadhas thus establishing some connection between Anup^desa 
and Magadha*108 It has been suggested that this Anupa might 
mean a part of Bengal, east of Magadha.109

Mm&£

The Rv. mentions the river Apaya as flowing between
103 lTana"pT (Cr.ed.T 3.116,19.
104 Bhrqma P, (Or.ed.) 6.90.2?,
105 ABoRI, 17.330 4. cf.also Joshi Umasankara ’PuranomaGuJarSta1 (In Guj.), P.4,
106 PHAI.411.
107 Ibid. k
108 4.67j cf. also Patil, Cultural History,from the Vayu 

Purina, P, 246.AIHT,* 16.109
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Saraswatf and Drsadvatf,110 The Mbh. mentions it as flowing 

through the country of Madras.111 The Markandeya and the 
Vayu place it in the north112 and a reference in BrahmanqLa 
purana leads to its identification Afghanistan,112

The Brahma -purana mentions it along with many other 
rivers as emerging from the Himalaya (27.27),

According to Zimmer, it is near the Saraswatl.114
It is Haas h small tributary flowing past Thanesvara.112

116According to some it is a branch of the CM tang river,

Anar anta

The edicts of Asoka suggest that Aparahta meant all 
the countries in western India,* 11*'’ The Masik inscription of 

Gautamipura Balasri and the inscriptions of Satavahana kings 
and Budradaman take Aparahta to mean a narrow region of the

110 III.23.4; cf. also Das A„G., Rgvedie Culture, P.161,
178, 353.

111 S .Sorensen, ,Index to names in the Mbh,
112 ABoBX. 17,231-2.
113 De, Handolal, Geographical dictionary of Ancient 

India, 2nd ed.,10;
114 Altindisches Leben-., 18.
115 Lav; B.C., Hist. Geog. of Ancient India, P.69.
116 J.R.A.S., 1883, P, 362.
11? PHAI, 259,
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present northern. Kohkam.HS Bhandarkar3*1® belie Ye s' that 

the Aparanta means the modern region of the north Konksna
*1OA

whereas Bhagawanlal Indraji suggests Aparanta a to means 
the western sea-hoard'of India,

i

The Brahma-puraha mentions once Aparanta as a

northern country along with other countries occupying north
» ^(27,45) and elsewhere it states that the countries Surparaka,

!

Kalidhsna, Lola and Talakata occupied the Aparanta or the 
western portion (27.58). The Brahma-purana also locates the 
Saurastras, Sudras, Abhfras ana Arbudas in the Aparanta 
country (19.17),

Arbuda

It Is the Mount Abu in the Aravalli range in the 

Sirohi State of Rajputana. According to Megasthenes and 
Arian the sacred Arbuda or Mount Abp. is identified with 

cap it all aii which attains an elevation far above any other 
summit'of the Aravail! range.123* The river Sabhramatl

118 Altekar A. 8,. Ancient towns and cities in Gujarat and 
Kathiawar, 2,

119 Bhandarkar 1UG., Early history of the Deccan.
120 Indian Antiquary, 8,140; cf. also Altekar, Op.Cit., 2.

121 Mcirindle, Ancient India as described by Megasthenes 
and Arian, P. 147.
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emerges from it*'3'22 It is one of the important txrthas of 

the Jainas.123

The Brahma -pur ana refers to it many a times-3-'24 

as an important mountain, a holy tfrtha and once locates it 

in the west (19*17).

Asmaka

In the Suttanipata, it is mentioned as situated on

the bank of the river Godavari Immediately to the south of 
— logPatatthana.*" According to iha Rhys Davids it is situated 

immediately north-west of Avantf and the settlement on 

GodavarS/ras a later colony.Kautilya also places Asmaka 
on the Godavari.-2*'7

The Brahma-Purlna mentions Asmaka as a southern 

country along with others, vis. Pumas, Musika, Kumar a, Rama- 
tha, Saka, i-laharastra, Mslifsaka, Kalinga, Abhfra, Valsik'a, 

Atavya, Sarava, Pulinda, Mauleya, Vaidarbha, Dandaka, Paulika,

122 Law, Some Jain canonical sutras, PP.184-1855 Rajputana 
Gazeteers, Vol.III A Compiled by Grskine, PP.2S4 ff;
Hunter W.W., the imperial Gazeteers of India,Vol.l,PP.2 ff,

123 Sandesara B.K., Jain Agamom aw Gujarat, (in. Guj .).
124 27.23 - here the ms.’kha’ reads Ambuda, 25.27s 54.10,

64.9, 245.22.
125 ?,97?5 cf.also Bhandarkar R.G., Carmichael Lectures,

1918, PP.4,53, f.n.5.
126 Buddhist India, PP. 27-28.
127 Arthaslstra, tress.Shamasastris translation, P.143, n.2.
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Maulika, Bhojavardhana, Kaulika, Kuntala, Dambhaka and 
lilakalaka (27*54-57).

Asvatfrtha

According to Mahabhar at a,128 it is the joining

place of the rivers Ganga and Kali in the Kanoj Province,
129while according to the Yoginitantra, it is a mountain 

Asvakrahta in Kamakhya near Gauhati in Assam.

* But the Brahma-Parana places it in Prabhasa, near 
Somanatha and states that as here Tvast.a pared the lustre of 
Sun and as the Asvins were bora here, it is called Asvatirtha 
(89.42,43).

Itreyf

The river Atreyf and the lesser Yamuna meet to
gether in the district of Rajshahi and then the United stream 
receives two small tributaries, one on the right and the other 
on the left, Then it bifurcates east of Nator. The main 
stream flows into the Ganges south-east of Boalia in the 
district of Rajshahi and the lesser stream into the Karatoyai30
128 Anu^asanaparva A.4, Vanaparva, Cr.ed.3.115.16; cf.also 

Vamana purana A,83
129 Uttarakhaada A, 3.
130 Law, Rivers of India, P, 29^
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The Brahma-purana calls Atreyi to be one of the 
seven parts into which the river Ganges is divided, the 
other six parts being, Vasisthf, Vaisvainitrf, VamadevI,
Gautami, Bharadvajf and Jamadagni (173.3,4).

Avantl

The Mahabharata places it in w©stern India131 a&<jl 
situated on the river Narmada". Mrs. Rhys Davids notes that 
Avanti was situated to the north of the Vindhya mountains, 
north-east of Bombay.132 l.W.Rhys Davids observes that it 

was called Avanti as late as the a 2nd century A.D., but from 
the 7th or 8th century onwards it was called Malava.133 
According to Bhandarkar D.R,134 the Janapada of Avanti was 

divided into two parts, Northern part with its capital 
TJjjaini and the Southern one in Daksinapatha with its 
capital Mahlsmatf, but Raychaudhari hesitates to accept this 
conclusion.135 Ujjayinf, which was the capital of Avanti
or western Malwa and which was situated on the river Sipra, 
a tributary Ujjain in Gwalior, Central India.135 Avanti

A,
131 Variaparva (Cr.ed) 3.87.1, VirStaparva IV.1.12.
132 Psalms of the Brethern, P.107, Note 1 •
133 Buddhist India, F. 28.
134 Some aspects of Ancient Hindu Polity, Charniiehael lectures.
135 PHAI, 122 fn. 4.
136 Rapson, Ancient India, P. 175.
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roughly corresponds to modern Malwa, Himar and adjoining

i37parts of the central provinces.

The Brahma* Purana states that the descendants of 
Andhaka family gave in marriage their sister Ahukl to the 
king of Avanti.^8 Again it is stated that Jayadhvaja,one 

of the five sons of Kartavfrya, was the king pf Avanti and 
his descendants, viz. Talajanghas, Vitihotras, Sujatas and 
Bhojas, faundikeras were called ivantayas (13*201-204). The 
Brahma-purana further provides a picturesque description of 
Ujjayinx and states Indradyumna to he its king (A.43).
Here it is said that Avanti was a great city in Malwa and 
Avanti and IJj jay inf are thus identified here (43.24).

Avanti

Avanti and Sipra are understood as being the two 
names of the same river,but the Brahma-purana mentions 
Sipra and Avanti separately, thus suggesting names of two 
rivers both of which had their source in the Pariyatra moun- 
tain (27*29). It is probably the river which rises near

. iAG „Mhow and flows into the Chambal. The Markandeya P« reads
137 ))aw.b7c,,. Hist. G-eog. ""of' "Anc. India, P. 305*
138 15.54, according to mss.*kaf and *ga'.
139 27*29; cf, also Patil D.B,, Op.Cit., P.249*
140 Pargiter, Mark. P., P. 295*
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Ah A „Avarni and the V araha-Pur ana reads Vapanti instead of
*

Avanti.

Avimukta

It is the name of Benaras.^^ The Brahma-Purana 

also emphasizes Siva worship here (207*30)*

Ayodhya

It is one of the holy places of the Hihdus. fhe
- 144 *145Bhagavata and Skanda refer to it as a city* ^ fhe

Brahma-Purana mentions Ayodhya in connection with Rama (154-.
27*157*6). Vikuksi, the eldest son of Ikgvaku was the
king of Ayodhya. fhe river G-anga flowed through it (7*45»46
157*6).

Badari

-* *146According to Varaha Parana, it is a secluded
place in the Himalaya region. There are two holy places 
here called Indraloka and Pancasxkha. The Padma-Turana^'7 

mentions Sarasvatatirtha in Badari. It is a holy place in
W\ 57* 20 ~ "

142 LXXXV
143 Siva Purana, Sanatkumara Samhita-,

A. 182-184*.
144 (IX. 8,19).
145 Chap. I. 64-65*
146 141.1,10,14.
147 Oh. 133.

41; Matsya P.,



880

Gandhamadan*. where there was the hermitage of Bara and 
Barayana.

The Brahma-Purana also mentions Badari as a " *
tXrtha (25.1?) and notes the prevalence of Barayana worship 
there (65<t86),

Badarikasrama

The Mahabharata, Padma- Purina, logini-
tantra,^0 Kadambari^^ and skanda-Purina^^ mention this 

holy tlrtha. The Brahma-Purina also considers it to be a 
very holy tirtha (25*27; 64.5).

Bahuda

Pargiter identifies it with the modern Ramaganga
which joins the Ganges on the left near ICanauj.^^ But
Nandolal Dey^^ identifies it with the river Dhavala, no%

\called Dhumela or Burha-Rapti, a feeder of the Eapti in 
Oudh. According to epics""*there was another river of 

this name# in the Deccan. The Mark.?. (Ch.57) connects it 
with the Himalayas.
148 (90.27-34). —
149 Oh.21, Txrthamahatmya.
150 2.6.167*
151 P* 94.
152 1.53-59*'
153 Markandeya P., PP. 291-92.
154 Geographical dictionary, P.16.
155 Mbh., Bhxsmaparvan, 9*322; Anusasanaparva, 165,7503, 

Ramayana, Kiskindhyak^da, 41,15.
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The Br. P. (27.26; 64.12) also states it to emerge 

from Himalaya along with other rivers. See ’Apaga'.

According to Siva Purina, G-aurf was turned into 
the river Bahuda hy the curse of her husband Prasenjit. I'he 
Brahma -Purina also relates £q, similar anecdote (7.91).

Bhadrasva , .

She Brhatsamhita mentions the king of Bhadrasvas . 
and Kern^^ remarks that they were a mythical people fabled 

to have lived in the remote East... Phe origin of the Bhadra?* 
sVas living near the Udayagiri may be traced to the Ev.
(1.115.2 ff.)

I'he Brahma-Purana states that the mountain Bhadra-
*

sva was to the east of Meru (18.2$) and it is also stated 
that the river Sita comes to India after crossing the 
mountain Bhadrasva (18.41).

BhlmarathT

It figures prominently as a Sahya river in the
Puranas, which appears to flow in the north-western portion

»

of the district of Poona, from which place it takes a south
easterly course and flows into the .krshi north of the 
district of Eaichur, -Hyderabad. It is fed by many streams. '

156 Indian Antiquary, 22.175*
157 Paw B.G., Eivers of India, P.49.
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The Brahma- Puraha also states it as emerging from 
the mountain Sahya (19.12) along with Godavari and Ersnavenf*. 
Elsewhere it is associated with Tungabhadra, Suprayoga . 
besides the above-mentioned rivers (2?.55).

Bho.iakata '

The Mahabhar at a"1 ^ mentions Bhojakata and Bhojakata

-pura as two places in the south conquered by Bahadeva.
Prom the list of cities mentioned in the Mahabharata it
becomes clear that Bhojakata or Blichpur was distinct from

1*59Bhojalcatapura or Bhojapur, the second capital of Yidarbha 
(modem Berar). Bhoja coincides with Berar or ancient
Yidarbha and Chammaka, four miles south-east of Blichpur in

*the Amaraoti district. In the Harivamsa, Bhojakata is 
expressly identified with Yidarbha. '

The Brahma-Purana states that Bhojaiata xvas in the 
possession of Bkmi, the brother-in-law of krsna and many 
people gathered together to witness the marriage of Aniruddha 
with Rkmi's grand-daughter (201.9). Elsewhere it is said 
that'Bhlsmaka was the king of Kundina at Yidarbha and Bkmi 
was his son (199.1). This seems to establish the connection 
between Bhojakata and Yidarbha.
158 Sabhaparva, (Cr.ed.) 2.28.40.
159 Law B.O.i Eist.Geog. of Ancient India, P.144.
160 cf. also Yi^nu Purana, LX, 32.
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BhrgutlTrtha
*

The sage Bhrgu had his hermitage at Balia in the

Uttara Pradesha, situated at the confluence of the Ganges

and the Sarayu. Dey thinks that it is Bheraghara

containing a temple of 64 Yogins, 12 miles to the west of 
162Jabalpur. The Brahma -Purana mentions it among a list

of holy places without indicating its location (25*48).

ghgsataagfi
According to Varaha-Purana (A.216), it is a 

mountain on the southern bank of Gandaka in Nepal and here 

there was a hermitage of Bhrgu. The Brahma-Purana states 

that it jk is a holy place (25*11) and that the king Yayati 

attained the highest status by practising severe penance on 
it.^^ But the Vayu-Furana (79*20) does not support the 

location fixed on the evidence of the Varaha-Purana.

Bindusaras

Dey^^ locates it at a place two miles south to 

the eastern bank of Gandakr. The Yayu (47*1-60) and

Brahmanda show its situation at the foot of the Gauda■* * «

161 Law B.C., Hist. Geog. of Ancient India, P.72*
162 Handolal, Dey, Geographical Dictionary.
165 12.48*, cf. also Yayu, 95-102.
164 Nandolal Dey, Op.Cit., 58.



mountain.The Brahma-Purana states that the Bindusaras
»

was created by collecting the drops of holy waters from all 
the tlrthas and locates it in the Ekamraksetra (41.54)•

Brahmagiri

It is a mountain near Iryambaka in the Masaka 
district in Maharashtra. Prom this mountain, the river 
Godavari-Gautaml-Gahga emerges. There is also another
Brahmagiri in Kurga from which the river Kaveri emerges.

The Brahma * Purana states that the gods resided on 
it. As it is mentioned in the vicinity of Tarahatlrtha 
which is mentioned immediately after Tryambakatfrtha,167 it 

might well accord with the location fixed on the evidence of
the Padma-Purana.

*

The Brahma-Purajia states that there is another 
Brahmagiri named after lord Brahma as he performed a sacri
fice there (74.25,26,88). The sage Gautama brought the 
river Ganges from Siva's head to Brahmagiri (75.48). The
sage Gautama resided with his wife Ahalya*on the Brahmagiri 
(87.55). it is said to be 84 yojanas long (161.51,52).

165. D.ey, Op.Git., 38.,
166 Padma Purana,. Uttarakhar*da, A.62.
167 79. 5*6,17; cf. aiso 84.2, 80.6,
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Brahmakunda------------Ti

lt is a deep pool in the Brahmaputra, situated on 
the eastern border of the Lakhimpur district of Assam* It is 
situated at a place where the river emerges from the 
mountains and is surrounded on every side by hills. It is 
frequently visited by Hindu pilgrims from every part of 
India*-1*®8

The Brahma-pur apa mentions it as a holy place (25*16)
i*and locates it near the confluence of the rivers Apsara and 

Gaftga without establishing its identity (100.2).

. 5 . . Bpabma 
Brahmaputra

It is the principal river of Assam* It is mentioned 
by the loginitantra1®9, BaghpvainSa (N.81) and Kalika Pur ana 

(Ch*82). Modern Geographical exploration goes to show that 
its eastern region of the Manasa-Sarowara.!?° According to

Swami Pranavananda of the holy Kailasa and Manasa-Sarowara, the 
Brahmaputra rises from the chema-yungdung glacier*!?1

168 Law Hist.Geog".' of'"Ancient India, P. 214.
169 2,2.119 - ed. by Jivananda ?idyasagara, 1,605 2.4, 

PP.128-29,.
170 Law B.C., Rivers of India, PP. 29-30.
171 Chatterjee S.P., Presidential address to the geographical 

Society of India, Geographical Review of India, September 
1953.
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The Brahma-Purina mentions Brahmaputra as a holy 
river and states that it has seven tributaries (64*10),

Brahmasara

According to some the Ramahrda is the Brahmasaras.
According to Agni Pur aha (A,115), it is a stream in Gaya,
The Skanda-Puraha locates it at three different places, viz.
in Avantiksetra (28*36), Dvaraka (14,21) and Mahl-sagara
Samgama-ksetra (56,5-7)* The SrImala-Purina locates it in 

• • •the Srlmila ksetra.3-72

The Brahma-Purina mentions it thrice among the list 
of holy places (25*65,68, 73).

Brahmavarta

It is a region between the rivers Saraswatl and
Drsadvatl.173 Afterwards it was called Kuruksetra.3-74 The 

* * •
capital of this region was in Karavfrapura on the bank of the 
river Dr sad vat 1,176 The Bhagavata-Purana mentions a ghat a

of this name on the river Gahgh near Bisura in Kanpur district* 
As it is a famour place of pilgrimage, it is also called
172 A* 17, cf« also •Puranoma Gujarat ’ - Umashankara Joshi.
173 Manusamhita Adh, 2, cf. also Pargiter,Tyans,of Mark.P.,

PP, 290,292,349, 377.
174 Rapson, Ancient India, P* 51,
175 KHika-PurSna, A* 48-49.
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Brahmavarta' tirtha (Skanda 3, A.22).

The Brahma-Puraha mentions it as a holy place 
(25.39,56,57).

Cakratlrtha

As the Brahma-'Purana frequently mentions it in
' - ' • m -

connection with the Gaut ami-mahatisya, it seems to be a place 
near Tryambaka from where Godavari emerges.1^

Caksu

It is the river oxas*177 Bhaskaracarya describes it 
as a river emerging from Ketumala.^8 The Mbh.l?9 describes 

it as flowing through Sakadvipa. It emerges from Pamira and 
is situated at a distance of 300 miles to the south of 
Jakaartisa,-**8®

The Brahma-Purana states that it is one of the four 
parts into which Ganga is divided. It crosses the mountain 
Ketumala situated in the west and joins ocean (18.42,43), 
Elsewhere it is stated that its source is Himavan (27.27).
176 86.1,29,109. 1,2,55,57;110.1, 128/71, 134.1,15,25,12,21.
177 Matsya P. A.120, Asiatic Research, V,3, P,.330.
178 Siddhanta Siromani Bhuvanakosa, 37,38.
179 Mbh., Bhfsmaparva, A.2, *
180 Mccrindle, Ptolemy, P, 278,

f
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Camp a*

This city was situated,at a.distance of about four 
miles to the west of Bhagalpur *

The Brahma "Purana states that it was the capital of 
Aaga and was formerly known as Malini. It was named Campa 
after the name of Campa, the son of Prthula&sa*

Campakaranaa

It is a place of pilgrimage of Buddhas and Jains and 
is situated 5 miles north to Eajiraa in middle India and it is 
referred to in Jaioinl BLSrata. According to iSalrtasaipgama- 

tantra, it is situated in Pajjpfr (A.7).
The Brahma- Purina mentions it as a holy place (13.43).

Candrabhaga*

According to Milindapanka (P.114) this river issues 
forth from the Himavan mountain. > The Candrabhaga or Chenab 
appears to flow ^ust above Kishtawar as a confluence of two 
hill streams* It flows through Jammu and forms a doab with 
Jhelum.2*82' According to: Pargiter, there were two rivers of 
this name but the second.. stream is difficult to be identified!’82
181 13*143, cf."also Maitsya ?., Ch.48. For details vide Law B.C, 

Some Jain#. canonical sifbras, P.73; Beal, Buddhist Records 
of the western world, II, 191-192*

182 Law B.C., Hist. Geog. of Ancient India, P.73.
183 Mark. P., P.291.



The Brahma-Pur ana mentions it as emerging from the 
mountain Himalaya along with Other rivers (19.10; 27.25).

Cedi

The ancient Cedi country lay near Jumna. It corres
ponds roughly to the modern Bundelkhand and the adjoining 
region.1®4 According to Rapson, Cedis occupied the northern 
portion of Central Provinces.185 Pargiter opines that Cedi 
lies to the south of Jumna.185

The Brahma Puraga mentions the king of Cedi (216.89).

Citrakuta

It has been identified with Citrakuta near Kalanjara 
in the Banda district,- It is the modern Citrakot or Caturkot 
hill or district near Kampla in BundeIkhanda * It is also
identified with Chittoor, the famour fort of which was captured 
from the Gar jar a Pratiharas by krsna III.18^

184 Bh'andarkar D.R,, Carmichael Lectures, 1928, P.52; Cambridge 
History of India, P.84,

185 Ancient India, P.162.
186 AIHT, 272; cf, also Pargiter - Ancient Cedi, Matsya and Karusa - J.A.S.B,, LXIV, Pt.I (1895), PP. 249 ff,
187 J.B.o.R.S., 1928, P.481; also cf, Ray H.C,,Dynastic 

History of northern India, Vol.l, P.589, for epigraphic 
references.
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The Brahma Purina mentions it as a holy place (64,5)
m

and states that during his exile, Rama lived here for three 
years.1®8 The Brahma P, states there was a hermitage called 
Citrakuta, visiting which one obtained the merit of As(ramedhai89

_ _ a Citrakuta'

The Brahma Pursuja states it as arising from the 
mountain Rksa (27,30). It is one of the Rksa rivers \irhich is 

probably the stream which flows round the south and east of the 
modern Chitrakut, past Carwi into the Jumna. *^0

The Cola kingdom stretched along the eastern coast from 
the river Penner to the vellar and on the west reaching to about 
the borders of Coorg*191 The Ramayana,1?2 the Markanddya 

(57.45), the Vayu (45.124) and Matsya (112.46) refer to Colas.
The Brahma Purina refers to Colaka as a southern country.1^

1S3 123.116; cf. also Ian. Ayodhya kaiida, Ch. 55.
189 35.26, missing in ms. ’kha’.

190 J.R.A.S., April, 1894, P. 239; Law B.C., Rivers of 
India, P.48; Geographical essays, P.110.

191 K.A.filakantha Sastri, The Colas, Ch.II, P.22.
192 IV., Ch,41, Bom. ed.
193 27*59; the mss. ‘kha* and ’ga* read ‘Utkala* In place 

of ‘Colaka’.
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Dandakdfranva 
* -% +

According to Pargiter, it covered almost the whole
of the Central India from the Bundelkhanda region to the river
krsna.l®4 The Mahabharata seems to limit the Dandaka forest 

* • • * »
to the source of the Godavari".

The Brahma Parana mentions it often but it also seems 
to limit it to the region of the river Godavari, and once 
refers to it as a southern country(2?*56).

Dasarna

It is generally identified with the FediJa or 
Bhilsa region in the Central Provinces. The Pura^as 
associate it with the Malavas, Karusas, Mekalas, Utkalas and 
Mstadhas, The Br. P. states it as a Janapada of Findhya and 
mentions it along with Malagas, Melakas, Colakas, Karkasas, 
Uttamarnas, Bhojas, ItLskindhakas, Tosalas, Traipuras, Faldi^as, 
Tumburas, Pavanas, Abhayas, Pau$ikeras, Cicaras, and Hotradhar-

' ' 1 t » - *

tas (27*60). Elsewhere Dasarna is considered to be an unholy 
place, unfit for sraddha purposes (220*9) .

194 J.R.A.S., 1894, 241$ cf,
195 Sabhaparva,(cr.ed.)-2*28*43; Fenaparva (cr.ed.) 3.83.38.
196 88.98, 110*96$ 129.66,119$ 161.68,73$ 123.117,119$130,18$ 131,19,34.’
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Dasarna

"' " *i 1 . ,

1 s (Ptolemy calls it Dosaron,3*9^ which actually occurs 

in the list of rivers issuing fsDom the Rksa mountain as given
i ►

in many other puranas.3,98 It is the modern river named 

Dhasan near Saugar in the C.P*3-99 Gafcett says that this is 
the same river, as Dhasaun of Bundelkhanda.290

The Brahma Purina mentions it as arising from the

mountain Rksa (27,30).
• *

Devika

This river is mentioned in Pahini1 s Astadhya^ra 
(VIIJT.3.1), loginitantra (2.5.139) and Kalika Purina (24.137- 
138). Pargiter identifies it with the river Deeg, a tribu
tary of the river Ravi .203‘ It has also been identified 

with the river Deva or Devika in U.P., which is another name 
for the southern course of the Sarayu.202

The Brahma Parana mentions it amongst'a list of 
*

rivers emerging from Himalaya. .

Phfttanapa**

It is a river rising in Himalaya.2013 There is

197 ¥11. i. 39-41.
198 Raychaudhari, Studies in Indian Antiquities, 124*
199 Ibid, also cf, Mark. P., A.57.
200 The PrScTna Soda of Garett.
201 Msfrk.P.292; note; also cf.Vamana P.Chs.81,84,89; Matsya, 

ch.113.
202 Agra Guide and Gazetteer,1841,II,PP.120,252.
203 Matsya P.,114.22, Vamana P. 57-80, BrahmSnda 11,16.26.



893

another river of the same name in Varanasi.2^
* jk

The Brahma Purana mentions it as arising from 
HimHaya (27.26).

Drsadvati 
* ♦

It is mentioned in the Rgve&a as the southern and 
eastern boundary of what was then known as Brahmavarta.205 

According to Mbh,206 it seems to have formed one of the 

boundaries of Kuruksetra. This river lias been identified 
with the modern Citrang which runs parallel to the Saraswatl?0? 

Elphinstone and Todd identify it with the Ghagar flowing 

through Aabaila and Sind but now lost in the desert sands of 
Rajputana.208 While Cunningham identifies it with the river 
Rakshi that flows by the' south-east of Thanesvara,2^9 some « 

have identified this river with the modern Chitang or 
Chitrung.210 The Brahma Purina mentions it as emerging 

fro® Himalaya (27.26).
ioi Skanda P., Kalikhanda, Uttara, Adh. 59.
205 Rv.III, 23-4; 11-17.
206 Vanaparva, 5074.
207 Rapson, Ancient India, P.51; Imperial Gazetteer of India, 

P.26.
208 J.A.S.B., VI, 131.
209 Archaeological Survey Report;,*: XI?,
210 J.R.A.S., 25,58.
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Diirga

It arises from tlie mountain Vindhya. The Brahma 
Pur aha mentions it among a host of rivers rising from Vindhya211

Dvaraka or Dvaravatf

The name of this holy city does not occur in the 
vedic literature hut there are many references to it in. the 
Mbh, and Pur arias.

It appears that there were two Dwarakas, one more
ancient than the other, The ancient Dwaraka was situated
near Kodinara, A little mound which rises on the sea-shore 

*
between the mouths of the river Somat and Singara three miles 

from Eodinara is surrounded by the Kzvmrx m ruins of a temple 
which popular Hindu belief declares to be the original Dwarakai

where krsna resided and thence transferred himself to DwarakaT
* *.

in Okhaman&ala.212
* *

\

It was founded by krsna owing, to .constant invasions 
and harassment of Jarasandha.2^2 The Brahma P. states that 

the Trsnis and Andhakas left Mathura through the fear of 
lalayavana, took counsel v/ith k^Qna( ran to Kusasthalf and 

built up DwsEraki. (14.54-56). The Vipnu P. (¥.23.13-15) and

211 "Br.27-34," Vamana 45.1Q3.Brahnia&da 11.16.33, Barhaspatya 
Sagdiita 111,128.

212 Bombay Gazetteer, ¥ol,¥III on Kathiawar,PP.518-520, for
Kodinara and P.522 for Mula Dwaraka.

*

213 Mbh, Sabhaparva (Cr.ed.) 2.13.49, Varaha P.149,7-8,



895

the Br. P. (196,13-15) says that krsna begged of the ocean 

a strip of twelve yojanas, built Dwaraka with large parks,, 

mansions and strong walls and established the, people of Mathura 

there. When krsna passed away,the city was flooded by the 
sea and swept away,2***4 It was the capital of Snarta23* *^ 

and was first called Kuiasthall.216 The present Dwaraka is 

near Okha in Kathiawar,a

Bkamraka

It is situated in Utkala or Orissa about twenty 

miles from Cuttack, Ekamraka is the ancient name, the 
modern name being BhuvanesVara» The Brahma Purina describes

and glorifies this txrtha (41,10-93) and'all those verses are 
quoted in Txrthclntamani.21<;, It is said to be the destroyer 

of sin, equal to Beiiaras, and as having eight sub-*txrthas and 

it was so called because in former ages there was one mango 
tree^21® In the Bhuvanelvara Inscription,2-**9 it is stated 

that Candrika, daughter of the Ganga* king Anahga Bhfma and

214 Mbh.Mausala Parva 6,23-24, 7.41-42; Br.P.210-55 & 212-9,
Yisnu ?. Y.38-9; Brahmavaivarta P. IV. 129.44,* *" \ :

215 Udyogaparva 7.6•
216 Brahma 7.29-32, Mbh.Sabhaparva 14.50, Matsya 69.9,

Agni 273.12.
217 PP, 176-130.
218 34,6, 41.11-12.

219 Edited by Dr. L.D. Barnett in Eplgraphlq Indi £<KIII,P.150.
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widow of Haihaya Prince Paramardin, built a temple of Visnu at 
Ekamraka., In that Inscription among other matters there is 
a laudation of Utkala, rof the sanctuary of Ekamra and of the 
lake Bindusaras*22^ The probable date of the inscription is 
1101-1200.22^- There is a vast number of temples and shrines
here.222

Gandaki

It rises in Himalaya and falls in Ganges at Sonepur 
in Bihar. It Is the Kondoehates of Arrian.223 It is a 
great upper tributary of the Ganges, which has its origin in 
the hills in South Tibet. Its main stream flows into the 
Ganges between Sonepur in the Sara district and Hazipur in the 
district of Muzaffarpur, while its lesser stream bifurcating 
at Basarh flows, into another river.224

220 Mentioned in Br.P., 41.53-54. For details vide Hunter's 
Orissa,Vol.l,P.23,1-241, Mitra’s Antiquities of Orissa,

, Vol„II,PP.56-98,Mitra's Notices Ycl.IV,PP.136-137,Ho.
1560,; Law B.C.,Geographical Essays,P.218; Bengal dist. 
Gazetteers,1908,Puri,by L.S.S, O’Malley, PP.234 ff., 
£.C,Panigrahi,Hew Light on the early history of Bhuvane- 
svara (Journal of the Asiatic Society,Letters,Vol.XVII,
Ho .2,1951 ,PP ,95 ff.’); Ekamra Purah.a. > •

221 Kane P.V., Hist, of Bharma^astra, Vol.XV,P.750.
222 Xzj£&kfe Archaeological Survey of India, Report for 1902-3, 

PP.43-44, Purusottaaatattva (Jivsnan.de Vidyasagara’s 
edition,' ljP.673)*. Where Baghunandana quotes several 
verses of Brahma Purana. Oh.41,

223 Ancient India.as described by Megasthenes and Arrian,P.188
224 Law B»C., Hivers of India, PP. 23-24,
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The Brahma Pur aha states it to emerge from the 
Himalaya.226

Gandhamadana

This mountain forms a part of the Rudra*. Himalaya

and according to the epic writers, a part of the Kailasa 
226range. The Brahma Purana states that it is situated to' - *•

the south of the mountain Meru (18,22), Again it is stated 

that a kesara mountain of that name is situated to the west of 
Meru (18.34), Lord krsna sent king Mucakunda to the place 

N aranar ay ana. situated on the Gandhamadana mountain (197,5).
King Pururava lived with Urvasf at the foot of this mountain?27 

and the Badaryasrama is also situated on this mountain(210.33),

There is another forest by the name Gandhamadana 

which is situated to the south of Meru, according to the 
Brahma Purana (18,30),

Gandhara

The Gahdharas were known to the Rgvedic times 
(Rv.1.126.7) • In As6ka’s edict 7 they are mentioned as

the inhabitants of Gandhara, which is equivalent to the north**

225 27.27; cf.also Varaha 144-106, BrahmSjda. 11,16-26;
Bhlgavata X.79,11; V.7.10, Padma Gh,21;Yoginitantra 
PP. 112-113, ^

226 Law 5.C., Hist, Geog. of Anc, India, P, 71,
f

227 10,7, cf. also Harivamsa 2X71, 5-7,
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west Punjab and adjoining regions. Tims it lay on both the 
sides of the Indus.22®

The Brahma Purina states that it was so-named after
«

Gahdhara, the son of king Angarasetu and that the horses of 
this country were very strong (13.151). Elsewhere it is 
mentioned among a list of countries lying in the north (27.45). 
According to the archaeological survey, it was the whole of 
the lower version of the Kabul river.22$

Gang a

The Bhagfrathi-gangd comes to light in the Gangotri
in the district of Garhwal, From Haradwara down to Bulandsha-
har the Ganges has a southemly course after which she flows
in a south-easterly direction upto Allahabad where she is
joined, by Yamuna, From Haradwara to Allahabad she flows al-

— 230most parallel to the Yamuna.

For the description given in Brahma- pur ana, vide 
the appendix lio.8.

228 Raychaudhari, P.H.A.I., ed, 4th, P. 50.
229 Reports, II. 15,
230 Law B.C., Pd vers.of India, 17 ff.

• Geographical essays, 84, ff.
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GahgTadvara

It is the same as Haridvara called also Gaiigadvara 
or the gate of the Ganges.2*5^ The Brahma purana also mentions 
it as a holy place2*52 and states that Bhagirathi flows 

through it (77*3)*

Gaurlsxkhara

It is the mount Everest in Hepal. The Himalayan 
peak which is really situated on the Mepal-Tibet border is

pzzregarded as the highest mountain-peak on earth. In 1953
Hillary and Tensing reached its summit and found it to be a 
perfect one covered with snow on which they were free to
move about. The Brahma purana mentions it as a holy place

♦

(25*74)*

Gautamil

It is another name of the Godavari* river and may 
be identified with the Akhanda-Gautamx, ive. the Gautamx* 
before it divides itself into the seven branches collectively 
known by the name Sapjfcagodavarl. v

The Brahma purana glorifies at length the river
Godavari and the subsidiary tfrthas on it (Chs.70.175)* The
W\ Mbh.Vanaparva (Cr.ed.) 5*80.20;3.83.18}5.141.7} Anusa- sana 25*13»Hhrma 15*41 & 47* II.20.53i Visnu BharmasQtra 

85.28; Agni P.47
252 25*15- the ms.^ka* mentions it as Gangadhara*64,5}65.87.233 Mount Everest - its name and height,B.T.Gulatee,Survey 

of India - Technical Paper Ho.4,Law B.C, •,Mountains of 
India PP.2 6.1

234 Epigraphia Indica XXVI, Pt.1, 1941, P.40.
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Txrthasara <;a part of Hrsimhaprasada) quotes at out 60 verses
from Ohs. 89, 91, 106, 107, 106-118, 121, 122, 128, 131, 144,
1#4, 159 and 172 of the Brahma Purapa, which fact shows that
the chapters on Gautamf in the present Brahma purana were part
of the Brahma puraha at least some centuries Before 1500 A.D.
She Brahma puraha states that the Ganges to the south of the

*

Vindhya mountain is called Gautamf and that to its north is
Bhagirathi (78,77)• She Godavari is said to he 200 yojanas

*

long and there are three crores and a half of tirthas on it 
(77*8-9)• Dandakaranya is said to be the seed of Dharma and 
Mukti and the country embraced by Gautamf is specially the 
holiest (161.73)-* It narrates how Gautama brought Ganges 
to Brahmagiri from the matted hair of Siva (chs.74-76). for 
details vide Godavari,

Gaya

Gaya comprises the modern town of Sahebganj on the 
northern side and the ancient town of Gayg~on the southern

"** ' i , -r

side. She ¥ayu purana contains Gayamahatmya (ch,105)*

Bhe Brahma puraha mentions it as a holy place (65*93, 
64,3, 25*10), sacred for sraddha purposes (220.30), It is 
named after Gaya, the son of Sudyumna or Ila (7*19)* It is 
also called an Asura txrtha after the,name of the demon 
Gayasura.2^ ’ 1 ■
235 70*.35i cf. also ¥ayu 105*4,5*
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Gaya’sxrsa

It is tiie modern Brahmagiri and is the rugged hill 

to the south of Gaya town which rises some 400 feet above 
this town.2^ The Brahma purana mentions it as a holy place 

and refers to the Aksayavata or the undying banyan tree*2^7

Godavari

The Mbh.2^, Kamayana,2^ Brahmanda (1.12-15)*

Matsya (22.46), Padma,2^0 .Raghuvams'a (Sill.55) refer to it.

It is the largest and longest river in south India, the source 

of which can be traced to the western ghats. It flows in a 

south-easterly direction below the Vindhya rangecutting a 

valley through the Eastern Ghat. It falls in three distri

butaries into the Bay of Bengal in the district of Godavari 

forming a large delta at its mouth. In its course through 

Hyderabad and Madras it is joined by many tributaries. It 

issued from the Sahya mountains along with the Tungabhadra, 

kaveri, Bhimarathi, iCrsnavena etc. This river which is 

considered to be one of the holiest in South India had really

its source in Brahmagiri situated on the side of a village
?41called i'ryambaka which xs 20 miles from Basik.

256 Barua' B.I'il.',..'Gaya' and' Buddha Gaya, I, 11.
237 25.68, cf. also Vayu 105.45; 109.16.
233 85, 35* 88.2.
239 Ar&nyakanda;Sarga 15*11-18, 24.
240 Uttarakhanda, Vs, 35-58.
241 Law B.G.Hist.Geog, of the India, PP.152-153*
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fhe Brahma purana mentions fryambaka tirtha as its 
source2^2 and eulogises it at great length (As.70-175)*

Phe Brahma purana also refers to its various tributaries as 
Purna, Pranxta and others, vide 'Gautama’’.

Gokarna

It is a village at Beoli in the Jajpur sub-division
of the Cuttack district situated two miles west of the police
station of Dharmasala.2^ As the Brahma purana also refers

to it as a holy place along with Bkamra and Viraja, it seems
244to refer to this place* Elsewhere the Br. P. mentions

it in the as a mountain.2^ Phe Mbh. mentions it in the
~ i 24-6vicinity of Agastyasfcama.

Gokula

It is sibuated on the left bank of the Yamuna and
contains the temple of Gakulanathaji. fasudeva being afraid
of Kamsa crossed.the river Yamuna and left Shri krsna in
charge of Banda who lived there. Vailabhacarya, a contemporary
of Caltanya and founder of the V'allabhacari seat of the
Vaisnavas, built new Gokula in imitation of Mahav&na.2^ Phe

248Br. P. also mentions it in connection with krsna.r M
242’ Oh.77* 9-10} cf. Baura Oh. 69-25.
243 Law B.C., list.Geog.of Anc.India, P.153.
244 64.8
245 25*80
246 Mbh.(Cr.ed.) 3.86.12.
247 Law B.C., Hist.Geog.of Anc.India, P.79.
248 181.40, 184.7? A,188.25* 191*1» 192.14, 197*8.
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Gomanta

There are various frills of this name. One is in
the Sahya range near Karavirapura and the river Vena. Another
hill, is near Dwaraka where krsna and the Vrsnis migrated from

249Mathura through fear of Jarasandha's attacks. The
mountain Girnar in Kathiawar is also called Gomanta. Pargiter

2*50identifies it with tfre hills of south or south-east of Nasik.

According to Bayehaudhari the hill might be placed in Stysore 
251region. ^

— 252The Brahma purana mentions it as a mountain. ^

Gomati

. ,., _ 053
There are many rivers of this name: (i) in kv,

it is invoked between Kubha and Xramu, hence it is probably
.modern Gonial, a western tributary of the Indus. hue know is
situated on the bank of this river.(ii) It is a river near
Saraswati.^^ (iii) It is a river near Bwaraka.^^ (iv) It

is in Oudh, rising in Himalaya and falling into the Ganges 
256 ✓ •below Benaras. ^ (v) It is a branch of the river Ohambal in

249’" ""of..Sabhdparva.14.-54, Vanaparva.(Or. ed. ) 3*36.19* Ba"ra<fiya
^ II. 60.2?'.

250 Markandeya P., P. 289, note.
251 Studies in Indian Antiquities, P.133.252 2?.23; the ms. 'ga' reads'Gomantha'.
253 VIII. 24.30, X ?5.6.254 Vamana P.63.61,83,2.
255 8kanda,Avanti khanda, A.60.256 Matsya 114,22, Bratimsfoda 11.16,25; KamSyana 11.49.11.

* A
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Malwa on which the city Ranathambhora is situated.25*^ (vi)
It is a river in Kangara district in Punjab.258

The Brahma Puraija mentions it as rising from 
Himalaya (27.26) and situated near Benaras (11.43). It is 
mentioned in a holy place (64,10) and elsewhere it is described 
as a river near the Utkala Pradesh (178.7).

Govardhana

This hill is situated 18 miles from Brindaban in the 
district of Mathura. In the village called paitho krsna is

t i *

said to have taken this hill on his little finger and held it 
as an umbrella over the heads of his cattle and townsmen to

pKQprotect them from rains poured upon them by Indra.

Govardhananura

It Is a sacred spot and one becomes free from sins 
by visiting it. It is near modern Nasik in Maharas t r a.250 

It may be identified with a large modern village of Govardhana*
, tGangapur on the right bank of the Godavari, six miles west of 

Nasik.2^
257 Meghadtrta, PhrvSMha, SI.47.
258 Indian Antiquary, ¥ol22, P.3.78,
259 Br.P, 187.51; 188,14,21,23,24; 189,1,4,190.1; Mbh.,

1 Udyogaparva, Ch.129; BM|avata V.19, 16; X.11,36;
13,29; Harivams'a Ch.55.

260 Mathura Buddhist image inscription of Huviska, Mark.P. 
Ch.57, Bhandarkar, Early History of the Dekkan, P.3.

261 Gazeteer of Bombay Presidency, Vol.XSI, 1883, lasik,
PP. 636-637.
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The Brahma uurana mentions it 6n the bank of 
Godavari on the north of the Sahya mountain. It states that 
it is the most beautiful place in the whole world and the sage 
Bhrgu lived there (27.43,44).

Grdhravata 
* •

It might be the Grdhrakuta hill of Gaya262 or it 
might be under Sukraksetra where a Grdhra became a man,263 
The Brahma Burma does not throw light on its location but 
mentions it as a holy place (25.69),

Hamsamarga

Pargiter states that they were pp. people in eastern 
Tibet.264 According to Nilamatapurana (14,64) it was a place 
near Kafemir. The Brahma P. mentions it as a northern country 
along with Kasmir (27.49).

Harikesavana

It is under Varanasi",265 The Brahma Parana
* t 7 -

mentions it as a holy place (25.62).

262 Mbh.; (Cr.,ed.) 332.87; Agni 116.12,Padina 1.38.11*, Narada
Ii.44.725 Vayu 108.83, / , . , , -

263 Varaha 137-56.
264 Mark. P,,. P.323, Note.
265 Ling a P. quoted by Tf rthakalp at aru, P.113,
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Hastinapura.

It was the ancient capital of the Kurus, situated 
on the Ganges In the Meerut district of the United Provinces.
It has been traditionally identified with an old town in Mawana 
tahsil, Herat.266

The Brahma purana also states that it was situated 
on the bank of the river. Bh&gfrathf and refers to its being 
dragged by the plough of Balarama (208,31-39),

Hemakuta

Pargiter states that it was a group of mountains in 
the Himalayas in the western part of Nepal,267 Hemakuta was 
near the rivers NandsT and Apara-nanda and between the sources 
of Ganges and Kausiki.268

Himalaya , ,

It is mentioned in Rv,(X.121,4), Av.(V,4.2,8^,VI.24.1) 
kenopanisad (3,25), Mbh.(Vana 158.19) and there are plenty of
references in pur anas. Its length is given as 1080 yojanas.

* *

The ancient geographers applied the name Himavat to the entire
266 Cunningham, Ancient Geography of India, P.702,
267 Kbh, (Cr-.ed,)' 3.109.2, CX,9968-87)
268 Ibid, KSrk.P. 369,
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mountain range stretching from sulctfman along the west of 
Punjab and the whole of the northern boundary of India upto 
Assam and Arakan hill ranges in the east.

As for . its description in the Brahma purarja, vide 
the appendix ho.8.

Iksu
Nandalal Dey identifies it with the river oxus^09 

but Pargiter says that it is difficult to identify it 
The Brahma pur ana locates it in ^akadvipa (20.67).

Indradyumnasara

It is near Purusottamaksetra or Jagannathapuri in 
Orissa, The Brahma Purina considers it to be a holy place 
(25.79) and locates it at the same place (51.29, 60.11, 63.1).

Indragona

Probably it is Indrapura, a lofty mountain mentioned 
in the Indore Copperplate inscription of Skandagupta which 
stands about five miles to the north-west of Dibhai, the 
chief town of the Dibhai Pargana s in the sub-division of the 
Bulandshahar district. ■ ,,

269 Geographical Dictionary, P.77: Vlqnu. Sk.2, A.42;
Vayu 45.96 and J.A.S.B. (1902), P.l’54.

270 Mark. P., PP. 292,, 304.
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It is mentioned as a large mountain situated near 
Himalaya and the Br. P, further states that the ling a of lord 
S*iva was placed there (174.25,26).

Iravati~

Some consider it to he the river Ravi, The Rapti 
and Iravatl are the contractions of this name* It rises in 
the rock-basin of Bangahal and drains the southern slopes 
of the pir Panjal and the northern slopes of Dhaula Dhar. It
appears first at the south-west corner of Chamba in Kasmir.

r { *

From Chamba it flows past Lahore, following a south-westerly 
course, and meets Chenab or the united flow of the Vitasta and 
Chandrabhaga between Ahmadpur and Saraisindhu.2?*

The Br. P. mentions it as a river arising from 
Himalaya (27.26). •

Janasthana

According to Raiaaya^a,2?2 it was situated between 
Vindhya and the Saivala mountains, and a part of it was called 
Janasthina, According to Pargiter Janasthana was the 
country on both the banks•of Godavari between its tributaries 
the ManjirST and Pragth.fta.2^2 ,
____________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________ ' *i

271 Law, Rivers of. India, P,, 13.
272 Uttar akar$.a, Ch.31.
273 J.R.A.S., 1894, P.247. <
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The Brahma Parana also places it on the bank of the 
river Godavari and mentions it as a holy place.274

Kailasa

It is mentioned by Yoginitantra (1.1, 1.12), 
Purusbttamapurl plates of Ramacandra,275 Bhagayata,276 
KalikapurSha,277 Mbh. ,278 and Kumar asambhava279 • The

Kailasa range runs parallel to the Ladakh range, 50 miles 
behind the latter* It contains a number of groups of giant 
peaks. It may be identified with the V aldy ht ap ar v at a. It is 
the kangrinpoche of the Tibetans, situated about 25 miles to 
the north of the Mahasasarovara,280

The Brahma purina mentions it as a holy mountain^

274 SB.1, 88.23,24; 89.31; 92.7;8; 213.130.
275 Epigraphia Indica, XXV, Pt. ?.
276 IV. 5.22, V. 16.27,
277 Vahgabasi ed. 13.23, 14.31.
278 Vanaparva chs.144,1565 Bhxsmaparva ch.6.
279 Hirnayasagara ed., viii. 24.
280 Dey N.-L. Geographical Dictionary, PP. 82,83; Law B.G., 

Geography of Early Buddhism, P,39, Mountains of India,
P. 7.
g 72.3,6; 75.1,2; 78.54; 143,11,12.281
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and once separates it from the Hemakuta (54*9) and elsewhere 
identifies it. with Brahmagiri (74.88). According to the 

modern geographers,this mountain was uplifted earlier, and hence 

is older than the Himalaya proper. It is of Hereynian age and 

got considerably folded and faulted subsequent, to its, uplift.

Kalinga

The ancient Kalinga seems to have comprised modem 
Orissa to the south of the Vaijsaranf and the sea-coast south
wards, as far as Yizagapattam.282 it also included the Amara- 
kantaka range which is said to.be in its western part.283

The Brahma pur ana also locates the Kalinga country 
at various places. It is said to be a Janapada of Madhyadela 

(27.42 )<, a southern country (27.55; 19.16),, a northern country 

(27.46). Baudhayana brands it as impure including it In his 

list of Samkfrna-yonay ah» The Brahma pur ana also considers
it to be unholy for sraddha purposes.284 '

Kamakhva

It is a place of pilgrimage near Gauhati in Assam.
282 .Mbfc..ill'. 114,4. ' 7"

283 Mbh, Vanaparva (Cr.ed.) 3.114,4; Surma II, 39.19; 
Cunningham, Geographical dictionary PP.734-35; Law, 
Geography of early Buddhism, PP.63-64,

284 220,8, cf. also Patil D.R., Op.Cit,, P.258.
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It was a great centre of the sensual fora of worship inculcat
ed in the tantras. The temple of KamaEdaya in Kamarupa is a 
special object of veneration to the devotees of this creed, 
as it is said to cover the place where the genitals of sakti 
fell when her body was cut into pieces by Visnu.285

The Brahma purapa mentions it as a holy place (25.30).

Kamaruoa

It is bounded on the north by Bhutan, on the east 
by the districts of Darrang and Howgong, on the south by Khasi 
hills and on the west by Goalpara,288

The Brahma purapa mentions it as a country situated 
in the east (19,16).

Kambo.la

The Kainbojas are supposed to have occupied the 
western Himalayas, Geographically they are located in the 
north,287 They were one of the earliest vedic tribes. They

285 Banikanta Kakati - The Mother Goddess Kamakhya, 1948, '
286 Allen B.C.,Kaaarup, Assam District Gazeteers; Vol*I¥,

Ch.l.
287 Mbh,, (Cr.ed.) 6,10.64,



were settled to the north-west of Indus and were the same as 
Kambujfya*288 V,A.Smith has placed this country among the

mountains either of Tibet or of the Hindukush. Some have 

assigned it to the country round modern Sindh and Gujarat.

The Brahma P, refers to them as a northern people 
(27.47) and mentions them in the story of Sagara who is said

9 ’to have vanquished them with Sakas, Haihayas, etc. (8.50), who

according to Pargiter were the foreign tribes of the north.
The Brahmaffcgfcfaes of kha however refers to the best breed of 
, , P89horses not in connection with the Kambojas but with Gandharas. 
Vide ‘Gandhara’.

Kana.fch.al

It is situated two miles to the oast of Haradwara 
at the junction of the Ganges and the Niladhara. It was the 
ssass scene of Daksa lajna according to pur anas.290

\

Some consider it as a place in Mount Abu, Rajputana?9^ 

The Brahma pura^a mentions it as a holy place of pilgrimage 

(25.10; 64.5).
2S8 Persian''"'inscription.' ' '

289 cf. also Patil D.R., Op.Cit., P.258.
290 KSrma, Ch,3S, Vamana Chs.4 & 34, Linga Pt.l, Ch.100
291 No.454, ¥.1265, Inscriptions of northern India, revised 

by D.R.Bhandarkar,
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Karatova

It is a branch of the Brahmaputra and formed the 
-* 292western boundary of Kamarupa. Its origin is above Domar 

in the district of Rungpur and is joined on the left by a 
tributary in the same district and by another on the left in 
the district of Bogra. It has been identified by some with 
the Sadahlra.293

The Brahma pur ana mentions it as a holy river (64.13)
f MBbut considers It to be unholy for sbaddha (220.10) purposes. - 

The Brahma purina also mentions a place of pilgrimage Karatoya 
(25.76).

Kasf

Among the holy places of India,, Kasf or Varanasi 
stands prominent. The kingdom of Kas'i was bordered by Ko^ala 
on the north, Magadha on the east and Vatsa on the west.

It is mentioned by Panihi22^, Patanjali,22^

292 cf.; Mbh.", Vanaparvu'(Or.ed".) 3.83.37 'Padma Ch.21, Mark. 
57.21-25, Voginitantra 1.11.60? 1.12,69? 2.1.114;
Kdlika Ch.51, 6S? 58*37.

293 Amarakosa 1,2,3,32; Haimaktosa IV,151; Law, Hivers of India,
P.24. ■

294 Astadhyay£ (4.2,116).
2.1.1; P.32.295
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Bhagavata,296 Skanda,29^ Saura,293 Kalika299 and Mbh, 

The Brahma purana also mentions it as a holy place of 
pilgrimage (64,8; 207.15,21,26-28,39)*

Kasmlra

The Brahma purana also mentions it as a country in 
north.300 It lies to the north of Punjab,

Kausambi

It is a city of high antiquity being mentioned as 
early' as the Brahmana literature.301 There is some differ
ence of opinion amongst the scholars regarding its location.

According to Cunningham the present village Kosara 
on Jumna stands on the actual site of Kausambi.302 But
■/lucent Smith says that the site of Kaulambx is still to be 
investigated and it will be found in Baghelkhanda Taluka 
probably on the Tons river, not very far from the East Indian 
Railway which connects Allahabad with Jabalpur.303 Cunningham’s 
identification is now generally accepted.304

296 IX.22,22; X.57,32:X.66,10s X.84,55; XII.13,17.
297 Ch.I, 19-23*
2S8 Ch.jy, 7.5.
'299 51.53; 58-35.
300 27.49, 54.12, 230.70 _
301 Satapatha and Gopatha Brlhmanas, Law ’Kausambi in Ancient 

literature* Memoir of the Archaeological Survey of India.
302 Law, Ibid.
303 JR AS. 1898, 503. _304 Ghosh, Early History of Kausambi., 93-4.
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The Brahma purana mentions it as a holy place ,
(25*33),

Kausikf

It is the modem river Kus#i”, which flows into the 
Ganges through the district of Purnea, In Bihar, It is 
mentioned as a great river issuing from the Himalaya,303 it 
is remarkable for the rapidity of its stream, the danger and 
uncertain nature of its bed and chiefly for its constant

OAgwesterly movement,
' ' < * ' ,

The Brahma pur ana states-that Satyavatf, the wife
of the sage Rc£ka and the mother of J amadagni was turned into 
the river Kausiki (10,50) and it is mentioned as a holy place 
(25.43,64,13),its source being given as Himalaya (27,27).

Kaveri

It is the name of a river which starting from Coorg 
passes through the districts of Coimbatore, Trichinopoly and 
falls in bo the Bay of Bengal, It is mentioned in Ramayana,30^

305 Ramayana, jl&ik5h$a,‘ ¥,8, Varaha, 1405 Bhagavata 1,18.36; 
If,. ,19,13$ IX, 15,12.

80S Hunter W.W.- Statistical account of Bengal,1877$ also#vide Shillingford F.A., on changes in the course of the KusI 
river and the probable dangers arising from them5 in 
J.A.S., Vol.LXIV, Pt.i, 1895, PF. 1 ff.

307 Kisk'indhya kahda, XLI, 21,25 f,
, ** - ,



916

SOSMbh,, Harivam&a (27,1416-22), Kalikapuraha (24.130-135), 
Kavyadarsa (III.165), Bhagavata,303 Padma,3l° Brhatsamhita 

(14.13) and Raghuvamsa (IV.45). The TIrthayatra sections of

the pur arias and epics mention it as very holy. It is a 

famous river in South India, which rises in the ifestern ghats 

and flows south-east through Mysore and falls into the Bay of 

Bengal in the district of.Tanjore in the Madras State.

The Brahma purana states that ICaverl was the daughter 

of YuvanasVa and wife of.Jahn.tt and due to her ■ father ’ s. curse 

she. was turned into a river. She was considered to be the 

best among the rlveraXlO.21). The source of this river is 

given as the mountain Rksa (19,12) and it is considered to he 

very holy (64.11),

Kekaya ,

It Is mentioned by Panini,3**-2 Patanjali,3^3 

Rajasekhara,314 Mbh,315 and Bhagavata3^* and RStaayana.3!?

It has been identified with the present district of Shahpur in 

the Punjab, Cunningham identifies the capital of the Kekaya- ,

308 Bhfsma (Cr.ed.) 6.10.19; Vana (Cr.ed.) 3,83*20.
309 V. 19,3.8; VII. 13.12; X.79,14; XI.5.40.
310 Uttarakhanda Vs.35.38;
311 Law B.C., JRivers of India, P.51.
312 Astddliyay* (7.3*2).
313 MehSbhagya j,7.3.2). -
314 In K^yamlmamsa, they are. placed in the northern division 

along with the Sakas,Ednas,iCambo3as, ^dhlikas etc.
315 11,48.13, Mbh.(Cr.ed.) vi.57.12; VII.19.8; VII.19.7.
316 X.2.3; X.75; 12; X.84,5S; X-,86,20.
317 1.69.7; 11.71.18.
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desa with Giigak or Jalalpur' on the Jhelum.318

The Brahma pu’rana also mentions it as a northern 
country (27.46) and states that it was so called after Kekpyaj k 
the son of SiM (13.26).

i

Kirata

It is in the Himalayas and is possibly Tibet, The 
Brahma pur ana mentions it as a northern country (27.48), Else
where it is said to be a hilly country (54,13) and is consider
ed to be unholy for sraddha purposes (220.8),

Kisktndha > -

It lay far to the south of Godavari *319 The 
Brahma purana mentions it as a -Janapada of Findhya (27.60) and 
refers to it as a $ holy place (157,1,3,31).

Eonaditvar“* «

This sandy tract also known as Konarka is situated on 
the beautiful and holy sea-shore. It is situated near the 
northernmost end of the sandy Strip stretching from the Chilka 
lake to the Praci river. It contains a deity named Konaditya 
and is famous for the Hindu temple which is one of the best

318 d.A.S.B., 1895, 250 ff,
319 Pargiter, Mark. P.343, Koto.
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specimens of Indian architecture. This temple which has
been dedicated to the Sun-god is commonly known, as the Black

/

Pagoda which is situated at a distance of 21 miles north-east 
. of Puri town. The sea is a mile and a half to the south-east 
of the temple. The erection of the temple has been ascribed 
to the king Harasijphadeva of Khurda of the 13th century A.D.320

The Brahma pur ana mentions the deity named Konaditya 
in the Suryamandir situated in Utkala on the shore of the 
ocean (28.9,18,69).

Konkana

It is the country between the western e^hats and the 
sea, from about Bombay southward to Goa, in the wider sense it 
includes the Keralas, Tulahgas, Saurastras, Karnatakas, Karna- 
tas, Varaharas and the Kohkans proper,

4

The Brahma purana mentions it as a country unfit for 
»sraddha (220.8),

Koisala

It lay to the east of the Kurus and Pane alas and to
320 J.A.S.B., uai, 1903, Pt.l, P.120? Law B.C.,,Hist.Geog,.

of Ane*India, PP.165-166? Burnier-Konarak? Hunter, Orissa, 
I,, H.C.Mitra - Antiquities of Orissa, 11,145? Fergusson, 
History of Indian and Eastern Architecture, Book VI,
Ch.2.
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the west of Videhas from whom it was separated by the river 
Sadanfra probably the great Gandakoj321

She Brahma pur ana states it to be a Janapada of 
Vindhya as well as Madhyadesa (87.41,60).

Krsna

It is a river which is the same as krsnavena. 
According to the Br. P., it issues from the mountain Sahya.322 

The Brahma pur ana mentions it as krsna (77.5), Krsnavena (27.35) 

and Krsnaveni (19.12).

It has its source in the western ghats § flowing east 

through the Deccan plateau and breaking through the eastern 
ghats in a gorge, it falls into the Bay of Bengal. Its course 

lies through the Maharastra, Hyderabad, and the Madras State.
In its course through Hyderabad and Madras it is joined by many 

tributaries including the Dhon, the Bhima, the Dindi, the , 
Peddavagu, the Musi-Aler, the Paler, the Muner and the Tuhga-% 
bhadra.323

The Brahma puraha also states that the tlrtha where th 

rivers Krsna, Tungabhadra and Bhlmarathi join is very holy(77.5)

321 Cambridge History of India, I,308, Bapson,Ancient India, 
P.164.

322 27,35, 19.12, cf. also Mark*P, 57,26,27.

323 Law B.C., Rivers of India, P.48.
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Krtamala

This river is identified with the Vaigai which flows 
past the tom of Madhura, the capital of the kingdom of 
Pandya.324

The Brahma purana states it to arise from the mountain 
Malaya (19.12, 27.36).

Kuntala

This is a district of the Karnata country. According 
to some Mysore inscriptions the Kuntala region included the part 
of the Maharastra State and the northern portion of Mysore.323 
According to some, Kuntala is situated between Bhlma and Veda- 
vatf, comprising the Canarase districts of Maharastra and 
Madras states and of Mysore state and also perhaps a part of 
Maharastra with Vldarbha having its capital at Pratisthana on 
the Godavari.326

The Brahma pur ana mentions it as a Janapada of 
Findhya (27.41) as well as a southern country (27.57).

324 Law B.C., Rivers of India, P.4S.
325 Rice, Mysore and Coorg inscriptions, P,.3; Fleet, Dynasties 

of the Kenarese districts, P.284.
326 Mirashi V.V., Hyderabad Archaeological Memoir Ho.l4,P.9,f.n.
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Kuruksetra

It is mentioned by Panini,387 Mbh.,328 Taittirlya 

Ar any aka (v.1.1), Saura purana (67,12), Rainayana329 and Kurma 
pur ana,333 The ancient Kuru country may be said to have 

comprised the Kuruksetra or Thanes vara. The region included
Sonapat, Amin, Karnal and Panipat and was situated between 
the Saraswatl on the north and Drsadvati on the south.

The Brahma purana mentions it as a holy place where 
the hermitage of sage Vyasa was situated.331

Lokaloka

It is the name of a mountain which is supposed to be 
beyond the ocean of fresh water and beyond which again is the 
cell of the mundane egg.332

It is a mountain having an area of ayuia yojanas
(20,96).

Madhyadesa ,

The country is described as lying in the east of the
327Astidhyayi 4.1.172/176? 4.2,130.
328 83.1-8, 203-208.
329 Ayodhyakanda, LXX, 12.
330 Purvabhaga 30.45-48.
331 13.106, 25.6, 26.6, 51.63, 64.3, 65,87,92} 245.22.
332 ITisnu P. (Wilson), P.202, lote 6,
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region where the river Saraswati vanishes. To the west of 

Kalakavana which is identified with the tract edt somewhere 

near Prayaga, to the north of Paripatra and to the south of 

Himalayas, The.Aryavarta of sutras and the Hadhyadesa of 
Mann are ? according to Kavyamfmamsa (P.93) Imam, as Antarvedi 

which extends upto Benaras' in the east. The eastern boundary 

of Madhy4.de s a gradually expanded itself with the progress of 

time so as to include places which acquire sanctity within the 

brahmanical fold.

The following Janapadas, according to Brahma purana, 

are included in the Madhyadesa, viz. s Matsya, Mukutateulya,
. « f • |Kuntala, Kasi, Kosala, Andhrafca, Kalinga, Samaka and ?rka 

(7.205 27.41-42).

Madra
&

The country of the Madras mentioned in the Allahabad 

pillar inscription, roughly corresponds to the modern Sialkot 
and the surrounding regions between Ravi and the Chenah rivers. 

The people of this country were an ancient ksatriya tribe of 
vedic times.333

According, to the Brahma purana, Madra is a western

333 Law B.C., Hist. Geog. of Anc. India, P.105.
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country. 'The Brahma pur ana refers to Madraka as a northern 
country and states that it was so-called after Madraka, the 
son of ^ibi (13-26; 27.45).

Magadha

- It comprises the districts of Gaya and Patna. Some 
place it to the west of Mga being separated from the later 
kingdom by the river Campa.334

The Brahma puraha mentions Magadha as a southern 
country (19.16), as a northern desa (27.4S) and as a western 
Janapada (27.53).

Mahahadi

It is the largest river in Orissa, which rises from 
the hells at the south-east corner of Berar. It flows past 
Sihoa and passes through Bastar in the Central Provinces. It 
reaches the southern border of the district of Bilaspur. It 
follows a south-easterly course and flows past the tom of 
Cuttack.335

o
According to Brahma purana, it is a holy river 

(25.67; 64.13-§,14,25.67) and its origin is the mountain Hcsa
334 Law B.C., The Magiiadhas in ancient""India, J.A.S.3.,Vol. 

LXX, Pt.l, 1892.
335 Law 3.C., Rivers of India, P.44.
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(27.30).

Maharastra

It is the country watered by the upper Godavari and 
the region lying between Godavari and kr§iia.336 According to 

Brahma purana, it is a southern country ,(25.17).

Mahendra

' According to the Rama^ana33? the eastern ghats 

are known as the Mahendra parvata. The Mahendra range seems 
to indicate the whole range of mountains extending from Gan jam 

as far south &s the ms Pandya country to the whole of the 
eastern ghat range.338 The Mahendradri or the Mahendra 

mountain is situated between the Gaiigasagarasamgama and the 
Saptagodavarl ,339 Pargiter thinks that the name should be 

limited to the hills between the Mahanadi", Godavari and Wain- 

gahga and mm$. may perhaps comprise the portions of the 
eastern ghats north to the Godavari.According to Pargiter 
the Mahendra hills of Ramayana and those of the Puranas are 
two different ranges • But Ral Chaudhari34^ thinks that the

336 Law B.C., Hist.Geog.- of Anc.India, P.X71.
337 Kiskindhyaksnda, 41.18-20, Lahkakanda, 4,92-94.
338 Law B.C., Hist.Geog,of Ahc.India, P.22.,
339 Bhagavata, X.79.
340 MSrkandeya, P.305, note,
341 Studies in Indian Antiquities, PP.108-109.
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same range of hills is meant by the authors of the Ramayana 
and the puranas.

The Brahma purana mentions it as a Kulaparvata of 
India (19*3) and states that the rivers Trisandhya, Rsikulya, 
Vanjula, Iridiya, LangUlini and VsiAs akara342 and says that
the sage Parasurama practised penance on this mountain 
(213*122).

Hahl

It- issues from the Paripatra mountains and empties 
itself into the Gulf of Cambay, It has a south-westerly 
course upto Banswara, from which it turns south to pass 
through Gujarat.^-3

The Brahma purana also states it to originate from 
the Pariyatra mountain (27*28).

Mahl smat 3T

It seems that the city MahlsmatX was situated on the
bank of the river Narmada as both of them are mentioned in
proxiity (13,76-79)* It was situated on the bank of Rewa.344 

It was the main city of - Anupadela*,345 
£ According to Dey, MShismatr is considered to be either

342 19.155 27#19j 47,37,38; 54*10,.
343 Law B.C., Hist.Geog, of Me.India, P*,288.
344 Bhagavata, 10th Skandha, 79,21.
345 Bhandarkar, Indian Antiquary, 7, P. 254.
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Mahesvara or Mandtfata on the bank of the river Hfcrmada.346 

According to Munshi K.M., the ancient Mahismatr vras situated 
in place of the present Bharuca.34^

It was the capital of the south Avanti. Here 
Kartavfry^arjJuna imprisoned Havana and it was, the capital of 
Kartavlrya.3^8

i' ■

Mainaka

It is referred to in Foginltantra349 and Kadambari 

of Sana (P.86). It is the Siwalik hills proper extending 

for about 200 miles from the Beas -to the Ganges, and are 

known to the ancient geographers as Mainakap ar vat a. In the

Uttara Pradesa the Siwaliks are known as the Churia and the 
Dundwa ranges and lie between the Ganges and Yamuna.3^

The Bamayana locates it in South India,

The Brahma purana refers to it many a times3^1 but, 

348 Geographical Dictionary.
347 Durgasahkara Sastri, Aitihasika Saips'odhana, P.561,
348 13.175, cf. also Bhagavata, IX, 15.22; Matsya 43.29,38;

Visnu I?, 11,9,19; also vide Munshi Kanahaiyalal - The
Mdfiismatr of Kirtavlrya. 1922; and Fleet J.F, Mahfsmandala
and Mahrsmatf.. ' • f* ■

349 2.4, PP. 128-129,
350 Law B.C., Mountains of India, PP.\ 3,4,7.
351 2/.22; 54.10,. 72•3,7,14. _ ’
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its exact location, is not given. But as it is mentioned 
with the mountains situated chiefly in the north, it seems to 
be the mountain situated in the north and not the one mention
ed by Ramayana, once it is called Vakraparvata (54.10).

Malada

According to Cunningham, the Maladas are the people 
of the modern district of Maldah in which the old cities of 
Gaur and Pandua are situated, while the toxm Maldah itself is 
old.^2 The Brahma purana mentions it as an eastern country
(27.51).

Malava

It is difficult to locate exactly the Malava, In 
Alexander’s time the Malavas were settled in the Punjab. Smith 
thinks that they occupied the country below the confluence of 
the Jhelum and the Chenab, i.e. the country comprising the 
Jhang district-and a portion of the Montgomery district,3®3 

According to Mccrindle they occupied a greater extent of 
territory comprising the modern Doab of the Chenab and the 
Ravi and extending.to the confluence of the Indus and the 
Chenab, identical' with the modern Multan district and portions
352 Arch. Surv. Reports, XV. 77.
353 J.R.A.S#, 1903, P.631.
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of Montgomery.354 Some have located them in the valley of
lower ReTvi on both banks of the river*35*5

The Brahma P, mentions it as a hill country (27*64) 
and as occupying the area of Pariyatra mountain (19*17) thus 
locating it in the area indicated in the Allahabad Pillar 
inscription of Samudragupta. The Brahma P, further mentions 
Avanfci as a main city of Malawa (43.24).

Malaya

Pargiter correctly identifies Malaya with the 
portion of the western ghats from the Nilgiris to the Gape 
Camorin. The southern extension of the western ghats below 
the KSverf, now known as the Travancore hills, really forms the 
western side of the Malayagiri.35^

According to the Brahma P. it is one of the kula* 
parvatas of India (19.3, 27.19),. It is considered to be a 
holy place (64.9, 160.12) and the rivers Tamraparnf, Krtamala, 
Pusyaja and PratyalavatJ are said to emerge from it (19.145 
27.36, 54.10).
354 Invasion of India, APP,. note, * P. 357.
355 Raychaudhari, P.H.A.I., 4th ed., P.205.
356 Law B.C., Hist.Geog. of Anc. India, PP,22,23.
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Mandakini

Mandakinl identified this Bksa river with the modern
* •

Mandakin*which forms a small tributary to the Paisundi 
(Paisuni) in Bundelkhanda and flows by the side of the Mount 
Citrakut.357

She Brahma ouraha also states it to be the river
— •

arising from the mountain Rksa (2?,30). Elsewhere it is 
stated that king Pururava and Urvasf stayed on the bank of 
this, river (10,6), Here it does not seem to be the Rksa

» 9

river, • , , . ,

Mandara

It is situated in the Banka sub-division of the 
district of Bhagalpur, 30 miles to the south of Bhagalpur, and 
three miles to the north of Bans!,358

The Brahma purana locates it in different places.
It is referred to in connection with the charming of the ocean 
(13.182), It is associated with Dardalaeala(27.21), It is 
said to be situated to the east of Meru (18,25) and also as 
situated in the Kusadvlpa (20,41), Marakasura is said to 
have carried away the bejewelled peak of this mountain359 and 
357A,S.i.B., XXI, 11.
358 Byrne, Bhagalpur, B.D.Gazeteers, PP, 162, 163, 1Q9.
359 202.10, 209.13,117.
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it is said to be a holy place.

i

Maniparvata

It is in the Himalaya region,361 The Brahma Purapa 
mentions that the king Narakasura carried away this bejewelled 
mountain with him (202,54 , 203.1).

Mathura

It was the capital of the Surasena. It was the 
home of the Vrsnis and the Andhakas and was attacked by the 
demons (A.14), The Vrsnis and the Andhakas left Mathura on 
that account and established their city at Dvaravati.362

The Brahma pur ana mentions it in the north and 
refers to it frequently in connection with krsne.3S3

Matsya

* According to Manu, the Matsya country formed a part 
of the Brahmarsidesa, which included the eastern half of the 
state of Patiala and of the Delhi division of the Punjab, the 
Alwar Taluka and the adjacent territory in Rajputana, the
360 54.9, 56.19,64.9, 72,36.
361 Jataka II, P, 92.
362 14.56, ef. Harivams'a, ch. 37.
363 27.46; 69.4; A.185-212, 245,24.
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region which lies between the Ganges 'and the Jumna and the 
Muttra district in the United Provinces#3*34 in the ancient 

times, the Matsyadesa included the whole of the present Alwar 

territory itfith portions of Jaipur and Bharatpur, Vairata was 
also in the Matsyadesa.335

The present town of Vairat is situated in the midst 

of a circular valeey surrounded by low bare bed hills which 

have all along been famous for their copper mines. It is 105 
miles to the south west of Delhi, and 41 miles to the north- 
of Jaipur.

The Brahma purana mentions it as a Janapada of 
Madhyadela (27.41; 54.12).

Meru

It is identical with the Rudra Himalaya in Garhwal 
where the Ganges takes its rise.36^ It is near the BadarikS- 

drama and is probably the Mount Meros of Arrian. On the 

western side of this mountain stand lisadha and Paripatra; on
364 Manu II. 19-20, 711, 193; Rapson, Ancient India, PP.50-51.
365 Cunningham’s Report, Archaeological Survey of India,

Vol. XX, P* 2.
366 Law B.C., Hist.Geog.of Anc.India, P.321. Also vide 

Raychaudhari,PHAI, 5th ed,;,' PP.66 ff,, Smith 7.A.,
Early History of Ancient.India, 4th ed.,P.413; Banerjee 
R,D,, Badgalar ItihSsa, P.158, Imperial Gazeteers of 
India, 7ol.XIII, 382 ff.

367 Law, Geography of Early Buddhism, P.42.
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the southern side stand Kailasa and Himavanta, and on the 
northern side stand Srhgavan and Jarudhi.3®3

It is a mountain which contains gold deposits and is 
supposed to be situated to the north of the Jambudvipa,

According to the Brahma purana, the mountain Meru 
is situated in the middle of the Jambudvipa and its area is 

32,000 yojanas (18.27,29).

Mithila

Mithila ims the capital of Videha.36® It has been 

identified with the modern Janakapura, a small town within the 
Nepal border. The districts of Musaffarpur and Darbhahga meet 

to the north of it.

The Brahma purana mentions Jan alia as the king of 
Mithila.(242-54? 17.19).

Mrttikavati

It seems to have been situated somewhere on the, 
north-eastern limits of modern Gujarat,370 According to the

Br. P. it Is situated oh the bank of the river Narmada and
•%

king Jyamagha conquered it (15,15),

368 Mirk. P., Vangavasi ed,, ,P. 240.
369 Mbh., fanaparva, 254, cf. Mahavastu, III, P.172, Divya^ 

vadSha,P. 424.
370 Pargiter, Mark. P., P.342, Note,
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Musika

Pargiter suggests that the MrsU&as were probably 

settled on the bank of the river Musi on which stands modern ■ 
Hyderabad,3''’1 Both in the Mbh,3^2 and the Mark, Parana, the 

Musikas are mentioned as a people living in the south.

The Br, P, also mentions it as a southern country

(27.55).

Haimisa
«

It was a holy forest where sixty thousand sages lived. 

Many pur anas were written here. It is the modern Uimsar, 20 

miles from Sitapur and 45 miles to the north-west of Lucknow.

It is a holy place-of Hindus frequented by pilgrims from all 
parts of India.3*'*3

The Brahma purana gives a picturesque description of

Xt ( A «1) e

If armada

It is the most important river of Central and Western 

India, It rises from the Maikal range and flows more or less
371Mark. P.,P.S66I ' ' ' " “
372 Bhfsmaparva, IS, 365. * •

«

373 LaWB.C., Hist.Geog.of Me.India, P.41.
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in a south-westerly direction forming the natural boundary 
between Bhupal and Central Provinces.374

The Brahma purana mentions the mountain Vindhya as 
its source (19.12). It is considered to be a devatirtha.
It flows through the mountain Amarakantaka (77.4). Some hold 
that it rises in the Araar ak ant ale a mountain and falls into the 
gulf of Cambay. The southern bank of the river Narmada is 
considered to be unholy for sraddha purposes (220.9).

Hirvindhva

Kalidasa mentions it as lying between Ujjain and
the river ?etravatf.3?s It lies between Vxdis'a and Ujjayini.

i.e.between the Dasarna and the Sipra. It is identified with
the modern Kalisindha which forms a tributary of the Carmapva- 
- 97Sti. The Kali sindh flows north from the Vindhya range to

join the Chambel on the right. As the Kalisindh is probably 
the Sindhu of Kalidasa’s Meghaduta, the identification of the 
lirvindhya with the Mewas, another tributary of the Chamber!, 
seems to be more reasonable,0'

The Brahma pufcina mentions it as emerging from the
mountain Rksa (19.12),

► •

374 Law'BVc_.7'll,Mlst'rGeog1.1"of" Aiic.India,"" P.324•
375 1.28,29, Meghaduta.
376 Journal of the Buddhist text Society, V, P.4Q,
377 Thornton’s Gazeteer, Gwalior, Bhupal,
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Mlvasatiura

It is Mewasa on the Pravara which falls into Godavari 
at the sacred place called Toka.

The Brahma purana states that as Siva and Sakti 
resided (livasa) at the confluence of Pravara and Gautamf- 
gahga, it was called livasapur (106.53,54).

Pahlava

. Pargitsr seems ,to establish the Pahlava colony in 
Punjab.*^® The Br.P, mentions it as a northern desa (27.47).

-Paneala

It comprised Bareilly, Budarin, Farukkabad and the 
adjoining districts of Rohilakhanda and the Central Doab in 
the U.P, It seems to have been bounded on the east by the 
Ssutassi Guiaati and on the south by Chambal, It extended from 
the Himalaya mountains to the Chambal river.The great 
kingdom of PaScala was divided into northern and southern 
Paficala having Ahiechatra arid Kampilya as their respective 
capitals. northern Pancala included districts of the Uttara 

Pradesa lying east of the Ganges and north-west §f the Oudh 
While the southern Paficala included the country between the

378 Mark. P., P.374, I'lote.
379 Cunningham, Ancient Geography, P.36.
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Jumna and the Ganges on the east and south-east of the Kurus 
and Surasenas.380

The problem of the origin of the name Pane ala and 
its probable connection with the number Five struck the authors 
of the purahas and the Brahma purana states that as the five 
(Panea) sons of Bahyasva, vis, Mudgala, Srnjaya, Brhadisu, 
Yavlhara and Krmilas'va were enough (Alois) for the protection 
of the region allotted to them, it was called Pancala.38!

Parada

On the strength of the evidence given in purahas and 
epics associating the Paradas with the barbarous foreign 
tribes of the north, Pargiter locates them in the north-west.383

The Brahma purana also mentions Parada as a northern 
country (27.46).

^ i ’

Parivatra

According to Baudhayana ’ s Dharmasutra (1.1.25), 
Fariyitra is the southern limit of Aryavarta. According to 
the Skanda purana, it is the farthest limit of KumarIkhapda, 
the centre of Bharatavarsa. Pargiter identifies the Pariyatra
380 Rapson, Ancient India, P.167.
381 13.95,96; 54.12s Bhagavata 9-21; ?isnu 19th Gh., 4th 

Ahka; Vayu, P.99; Agni 278.
382 JRAS, 1917, 40-47; 1910. 9-10; 1919. 354-361.
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mountain with that portion of the modern Vlndhya range, which
4 QOOis situated west of Bhupal together with the Aravail! mountains.

.According to Brahma purana, it is one of the seven 
kulaparvatas of Bharata (19.3) and the rivers Devasmrtf,
Devavatl, VataghnI, Sindhu, Venya, Candana, Sadanfra", Mahi, 
Carmanvati, Vrsi, Vidisa, Vedavati, Sipra and Avantl emerge 
from it.384

Paundra

The Paundras dwelt in and to the west and south-west 
of Bengal proper, l.e. the modern districts of Santal Paraganas 
and Birbhum and the northern portion of Hazaribaag.

The Brahma purana mentions it as a southern country
»

(19.16).

Pavosnl

According to Mbh. and the Markandeya purana, this 
river was separated from the IIarmada by the Vaidurya mountain?83 

The Matsya purana states that the river Payosni flowed through 
the countries inhabited by the two tribes called Tamaras and 
Iiamsamargas, Cunningham identifies it with the Pahoj, a

383 Law, Mountains of India, PP.17,185 Geographical.Essays,
115 ff.

384 27.28-29, 54,10; 64.9; 10.3f 10,17; 27.20.
385 Mbh. Vanaparva (Gr.ed.) 3.86*4; Mark. Cant. LVII, 24.
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tributary between Sindh and Betwa,386 but according to Law, 

this identification is not tenable.38^

The Br. P. mentions it to emerge from the mountain 

Rksa (19.125 and it is to the south of Yindhya.

Prabhasa

It is raentioned in the Nasik cave inscription of the 
time of Nahapana.388 It is in Kathiawar and it is the well- 

known Paabhasa Pat ana or Somnatha Patana on the south coast
- _ _ CJQQ

of Kathiawar.

The Brahma parana mentions that Yamuna and SaraswatT 

Join at Prabhasa (77.4) and is situated cn the <4avanarnava 

(194.24). Krsna directed U&dhava to go to Prabhasa when 

Dwaraka was going to be drowned in the ocean (210.30). It Is 

mentioned as a holy place (25.10, 69; 64.5), The Brahma - 

parana also mentions Somanatha at Prabhasa.

Prag.iyotisa

It seems to be included not only in the Kainarupa

336 Archaeological Suvey Report , YII, Plate XXII.
387 Law B.C., Hist.G-eog.of Anc. India, P.32Q.
388 G.119-24, A.D.
389 Gazeteer of the Bombay Presidency, 1883, Hasik, P.637.
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country but also a considerable portion of Ilorth Bengal and 
probably of north Bihar* According to Sir Edward Gait, 
Pragjyotisa is represented by the modern torn of Gauhati.

The Brahma pur ana states it was an eastern Janapada 
(27*53) and that Harakasura was its king.390

Pratistfcaha

.It is the modern Palthan situated on the north bank 
of the Godavari in the Aurangabad district and is spoken of as 
the greatest city in Daksinapatha.391

The Brahma purana states that a king Siirasena ruled
oao ** _there. The Brahma purana mentions another city Pratisthana

situated,,on the northern bank of Gatiga-Prayaga and states that 
here the king Pururava Alla ruled.393 It seems to be the 

modern Prayags. • - ,

graglg*-
It is modern Allahabad. There is the confluence of 

the three rivers: Gang a, Yamuna and Saraswati* ab Pray ago.

390 219.115; 202.3,14,16,19.
391 Law B.C., Some Jaina Canonical sutras, P.185.
392 111.2, 43; 227.151.
393 10,9-10; missing in ms. ‘kha’.
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The Brahma purlsja mentions that it is a holy place 
through which the river BhagfrathI flows.39- It also states 
that Prayaga was ruled by three Icings, vis. Kuril, Dusmanta and 
Bharata (Chs.10-12). Pururava is said to have been the ruler 
of this place (10,9,10).

Prthudaka

The old town of Dehoa is situated on the southern 
bank of the river Saraswati, 14 miles to the west of Thanesvara. 
The’ place derives its name from the famous Prtliu Cakravarti who 
on the death of his father Vena, sat on the bank of Saraswati 
for twelve days after the cremation offering water to all 
comers. The place was, therefore, named Prthudaka and the 
city which he afterwards built there was called by the same 
name.

' The Brahma purana mentions it as a holy place 
(25.35; 227.90; 64.7).

Pulinda

It was the westernmost part of Paduvar-kot tam lying 
adjacent to the Mysore country. It comprised the whole of 
the modern Pangsour taluka and that part of the adjoining 
Palamner taluka in the south which lay north to the Devarakunda
394 13.106; 25.6,9,25; 64.3; 65-88; 69.6; 77.3, 245.22.
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and the Karaveri hill ranges.395

. The Br, P. refers to it as. a southern country 
(27,56). , .

Purus ottamaksetra 
. * a ■ *

It is in the Puri district of Orissa. It is sandy 
and ten yojjanas in extent containing the famous deity, Puruso- 
ttama. It includes two distinct portions, the Balukhanda 
lies between two sacred tIrinas, viz.Svargadvara and Cakra- 
tfrtha. It is famous for the Hindu temple of Jagannatha and 
it. lies exactly on the shore of the Bay of Bengal. It extends 
from the LokanStha temple on the west to the BaledVara temple, 
on the east and from Svar gad vara on the south to the Matia 
stream on the north-east. About two miles from the great 
temple lies the Gundicabari.395

The Br. P. states that this holy city stands on the 
sea and also mentions that it is ten yojanas long.39^ The 
Brahma purana gives its minor details.

Puskala
♦

It was an earlier capital of Gahdhara, situated to
395 Indian Geographical Journal, Vol.XXV, Ho,.2, PP.14-18.
396 B.and 0. Dist, Gazeteers, Purl by O’Malley, 1929, PP.

326 ff; Stirling, Orissa, 1824.
397 Br. P. 43.9, 44,71, 177,1, 178.1, 105,192; 179.2,3$ 46.22.
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the west of the river Indus. It is identified with the 

modern CharsadHa, a little above the function of the Swat 
with the Kabul river.398 According to some,this city may be

identified with the modern Prang and Charsadda, 17 miles 
north-east of Peshawar on the Swat river.399

I

The Br. P, states that Puskala was a northern*

country (27,47).

Puskara«*

The Puskara forest is situated at a distance of
— 400six miles from Ajmer. The Br. P. mentions it as a holy tirtha. 

The Br. P, mentions another tirtha of the same name which is 
considered to be holy for srMdha (220.5),

It ley eight miles to the north of Guddapah,401 

The Brahma puraha mentions it as a mountain (27.23).

Halvata

It was near Dwaraka. Pargiter is inclined to

398 Agrawal V.S., Geographical data in Panini*s Astadhyayi,
Society, Vol.XVX, Pt.l, P.18.

399 Schoff, The Periplus of the Erythraean sea, PP.183-184; 
J.u.S,B,-, 1889; iii; Cunningham, A.G,I.,1924, 57 ff.

400 25.6,8;,54.3; 84,3; 65.95,90; 69.6; 245.22, 220.5.
401 Epigraphia Indica, 111,24,
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identify it with the Barada hills in Halar.402 In early 

times Raivata and Urja^anta might have been names of two 

different hills at Girniar, hut in later times they came to 
be identified40® close to Junagadh in Gujarat stands the 

Raivataka hill or Girnar.

“ The Brahma purana mentions it twice (27.235 72.6)
404but. in. the second reference ohe Raivata does not mean any 

particular mountain hut it means mountain in general.

Iiamatirtha

There are two tirthas of this name, one is a village 

in the Yizagapattam district where an inscription has been 

found on the wall of a cave in a Mil, belonging to Yisnu- 
vardliana Maharaja405 and (ii) it is a holy reservoir in Sopara 

near Bassein, about 40 miles north of Bombay.405

The Br. f. mentions it as a holy place on the bank 
of the river Godavari.40?

402 1^^289^ * *
403 Bombay Gazeteer, Vol.VTII, P.441.
404 72.6, missing in the ms. 'glia*.
405 Annual report of South Indian epigraphy,1918,P.133.
406 Gazateer of the Bombay Presidency, has Ik Ycl.XlTI.

407 25.78, 123,1,217,213.
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Ramesvara

It is a sacred island in the Bay of Bengal,
According to tradition, the famous temple of Ramnathswami was 
built here by Ramacandra when he crossed over to Ceylon to save 
his captivated Slta from the clutches of Havana, the tyrant 
king of Lanka

The Br. P, states that it is situated on the shore 
of the ocean (28,57).

Bksa 
* ■*

It is the ancient name of the modern Vindhya.409 
Joshi Umasankar has disputed this view410 but the Br.P. 
also states that it is situated on-the bank of Narmada as it 
is mentioned along with the rivers Narmada, Mekala", Mrttika- 
vatl and Suktimati (14,15), The Br.P, further states that 
it is one of the kulaparvatas of Bharata and the rivers Tapf, 
Payosnf, Kcfverf, NirvindhyS, S$ona, Suratha, MandakinT, 
Dasarnd, Citrakuta, Citrotpala, Vetravatl, Karamoda, Pisaeika, 
^aivala, Sadheruja, S'uktimati and Sakuni etc. emerge from
it.*UL
408 Law B,C:,» Holy places in South India, Calcutta Geographic

al review, September, 1942,'
409 Law B.C., Mountains of India, P,17i
410 Puranoma Gujarat (in Guj.), P.53.
411 19.3, 92; 27.19; 31-32,
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Rsvamuka

It is situated eight miles from Anaganadi on the 

bank of the river Tungabhadra. The river Pampa rises in this 

mountain and falls into the Tungabhadra after flowing west

ward* Pargiter identifies it with the range of hills stretch

ing from Ahmednagar to beyond Naldrug and Kalyahl dividing 

the Manjira and Bhlma rivers.^2

The Br. P. does not throw light on its location but 

mentions it as a mountain (27.23).

SadanlraT

It has been identified with the Gaijdak by some and 

with Tapti by others. Some have identified with Karatoysu 

According to the Mahabharata it has been placed between the 

Gandaki and the Sarayu. Pargiter identifies it with the 
river Rapti.41^

The Brahma purana states that it emerges from the 

Pariyatra mountain (27.29).

Sahva
\

This is a mountain lying on the western ghats. The' *

412 J.R.A.S.', April, 1894, P,253.

413 Mark. P., P.294.
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western ghats were kififcn to the ancients as the Sahyadri, 
which from the boundary of the Deccan and ran continuously 
for a distance of about thousand miles from the Kundarivari 
pass in the Khandesh district of the Bombay State down to 
Cape Camorin, the southern most part of India. The western
ghats are known by different local names,

;

The Br. P. states that it is one of the seven kula- 
parvatas of Bharata and the rivers Godavari, Bhfmarathl, 
KrsnavenI, Tudgabhadra and Suprayoga emerge from it.4'1'5 It 

is situated to the south of Vindhya and its southern part is 
very holy (161.2,23).

S*dkala

It lias the capital of Madras. It is still known as
iMadradesa,. (Junningham identifies it with Sanglawala Tiba to 

the west of the Ravi River. Some identify it with ^ialkot or 
the fort of the Madra king Salya.4-5-5

%

The Brahma puraha mentions it as a CAty inhabited by
a #

people (19.18).
414 Law B.C., Mountains of India, Calcutta Geographical 

Society Publication, No,5, PP.22-23.
415 19.3, 12; 27,19, 35,36} 54.10} 64.9.
416 cf.Fleet’s note in the proceedings of the IVth Oriental 

Congress, vide also Cunningham, C.A.G.I. 686.
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Sakambharf

It was a site in the Jaipur State ,41? The Brahma 
purdna mentions It as a holy place (25*47).

^alaerama

It is a village in the Paramagudi tarafe Taluka of the 
Ramnad district.418 It contains an old temple of Siva,419

The Brahma pur ana mentions it as a holy place (25*21, 
64*4, 65.69).

Salva

The Silvas probably occupied the territory now known 
as Alvar.420

The Brahma purana places them in the west.421

Saraswatr

The Saraswatf and the Drsadwatf are the two historic-
» j

al rivers of north India that flow down independently without
417 Sahni D .R., Archaeological Remains'"'and excavations at 

Sambhar.
418 Ancient India,-Bulletin of the A.S.I., No.5, January, 1949*
419 Bpigraphia Ihdiea, XXVIII, Pt.ll, April,1949,PP. 85 ff.
420 Cunningham, A.B.A.S.I., XX, P.120$ Matsya P*, Ch.113.
421 19*.16-18, cf.Visnu II, Ch.III, SI.16-18.
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belonging to the Indus group. The river which still survives 
flows between the Satadr^i and Yamuna'’. It issued forth from 

the Himalayas, rises in the hills of Sirmur in the Himalayan 

range, called the Sewallk and emerges into the plains of A&- 
Badri in Arabala. It is considered sacred by the Hindus.4:22

The Brahma purana also considers it as a sacred
^ 42*5Himalayan river, joining with Gahga.

Saravu

It was the Ghagra or Gogra, a tributary of the 
Ganges, on which stood the city of Ayodhya. It 3oins the 

Ganges in the district of Chapra, Bihar. At the north-west 

corner of the district of Bahraich it receives a tributary from 
the north-east which goes by the name of Sarayu,^24

The Br,, P. mentions it as a holy river (64.13).

featadru

It is modern sutlej, a tributary of the Ganges..

It is a trans^Iiimalayan river as its basin lies mainly north

422 Law B.C., Hist. Geog. of Ane. India, P.121.

423 16.22; 135.23; 141.27; 126,32,40; 127.5; 110.206,210; . 
102,1,2; 77.4

424 Law B.C., Rivers of India, P.22,
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of the Himalayas. The source of this river is traceable 
to the western region of the western lake of the Manasa 
sarovar,42^

The Brahma purina mentions that it emerges from 
Himalaya and. stated it to be a holy river (19.105 64.12).

Sipra

This river has its origin in the lake called Sipra", 
situated to the west of the Himalaya mountain and falls into the 
southern sea.42** It has been immortalized by Kalidasa as a 
historical river on which the city of Uj jay ini was situated.^2? 
It is a local river of the Gwalior territory which flows into 
the Chambal, a little below Sitaman, and it is fed by two 
tributaries.428

According to the Pauranic list, it is said to have 
issued from the Pariyatra mountain. The Br. P. also states 
that this river emerges from the mountain Pariyatra (27.29),. 
Again it is stated to emerge from the Vindhya mountain (27.33). 
It is a very holy river (64.11) and the Br* P,. also states that
425 Law, Rivers of India, P.114$ cf. also Pargiter, Mark.P., P.291, notes.
426 KallkS Purina, Ch,19, PP. 14,17.
427 Haghuvamsa, VI, 35.
428 Law, Rivers of India, P.40,
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Avanti was situated on the bank of the river Sipra.429 

Skandlsrama

Does it refer to Skandapur, i.e. Vadanagara, from 
where the idol and vehicle of KSrtikeya are found?

The Br. P. mentions it as a holy place (25,14).

Sona
«

It is the greatest known lower tributary of the 
Ganges* *. It takes its rise in the Maikala range in the district 
of Jabalpur and flowing north-east through, Baghe'lkhanda, Mirza- 
pur and Sahabad districts, joins the Ganges, near Patna.430

The purahas count it as one of the important rivers
that rise from'the Rksa range. The Br,P, also states it to
rise from the Rksa mountain (27.30).

* »

Sravasti

The entire site of dravastl lies on the borders of
»

Gonda and Bahraieh districts of Oudh in the Uttara Pradesha and 
can be reached from the railway station Balarampur ,43^

429, 43*75, according to ms., ’kha* ’ksipra*.
*

430 Law B.C., Rivers of India, P. 26.
r431 Law,B.C*, Sravasti in Indian Literature (M.A.S.I.,No,50).
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The Br. P. states that it was built by king £3 r avast a, 
the son of Xuvanasva*432

Srfbarvata

This lofty rock overhangs the river krsna in the 
Kurnool district. It is usually identified with Siritan of
the Hasik Prasasti.^3

The Brahma purana mentions it as situated on the 
southern bank of the river Gautami.43-

Sthantttfrtha
*

It is one of the oldest places in ancient India.
The name is said to have been derived either from the Sthina., 
i.e. the abode of Isvara or Mahadeva or from the junction of 
the names of Sthaha. and IsVara. The famous battlefield of 
Kuruksetra is situated on the southern side of Ihanesvara, 
about SO miles to the south of Ambala and 40 miles north of 
Panipat.^®r>

The Br. P. mentions it as a holy place of pilgrimage
(25.53).
432 7.53; cf. also MatsyaXII, 29-30; Visnu Gh.II, Amsa 4.
433 Law B.C., Hist. Geog. of Anc.India, P.189.
434 167.6; 169.2,7; 27.24.
435 Law B.C., Hist.Geog,of toc.India, P.129.
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Sudra

Opinions differ as to the exact location of their 
territory. According to the Markandeya Purana, the country 
of the Sudras may be located in the Aparanta region or 
western country (53.35). According to the Mbh. the dudras 

lived in the region where the river Saraswati vanished into 

the desert, i.e. Vinasana in western Rajputana (IX.37.1).

The Br. P. locates them in the north (27.45).

» - Suktiman

Opinions differ regarding the location of this range.
Cunningham identifies it with the hills south of Sehoa and
Kanker separating Chattisgarh from Baster.43^ Beglar places

it in the north of the Hazaribagh district.437 Pargiter

identifies it with Garo, Ihasi and Tipper a hills.438 Vaidya 
it with Kathiawar range.439 Others have identified 

C.V. identifies/the Suktimat with the Sulaiman range.4®® Some

have applied the name to the chain of hills extending from
Sakti in Raigarh, C.P., to the Dalma hills in Manbhum drained
by the Kumari river and perhaps even to the hills in the

436 Archaeological Survey report, XVII, PP.24, 26.
437 Ibid, Till, PP. 124-5.
438 Mark. P. 285 , 306, notes.
439 Epic India, P. 276.

440 Z.D.M.G., 1922, P.281, note.
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Santal Parganas washed "cry 'the affluents of the Babla.441

The Br, P. states that it is one of the kulaparvatas 
of Bharata and the rivers Rsikulya, Kumara emerge from it.442

Suranlstraka

It is modern Sopara or Supara in the Thana district,

37 miles north of Bombay and about four miles north-west of 
Bassim. It was, the capital of Aparanta.443

The' Br. P* mentions it as an Aparsnta country

(27.58).

Suvarnat Irtlia—*   V   

It is probably the modern town of Sonepur situated
4/1Aat the confluence of the rivers Tel and Mahanadi.

The Brahma purana mentions it as a holy place, ■
(25.47).

Tatar allot aka

It is the same as Tamluk in the Midanpur district of
441 Raychaudharl H.C., -Studies 3n Indian' Antiquities, PP.113.120.

442 19.3,15, 27.19} 34.10} 64,9.

443 Law B.C., Hist. Beog. of Ane.India, P.299.

444 J.S.o.R.S., 11,52} Bhandarkar *s list, Ho, 1556.
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Bengal, about twelve miles from the junction of the Kupnarayana 
formed by the united stream of the Silai and Dalkisor in the 
district of Midnapur.

The Brahma puria also mentions it as an eastern 

3anapada(27<53).

Tamraparnf

Pargiter identifies it with the modern river Chittar 
in the extreme south and also of the district near it.44®

The Br. P, mentions it as arising out of the 
mountain Malaya (19.14; 27.36).

Tab!

It is not at all mentioned in the epics. Its 
source is in the Multai Plateau to the west of the Mahadeo 
hills and flews westward forming the natural boundary between 
the Central Provinces and the north-western tip of Berar.
It passes through Burhanpur and crossing the boundary of the 
Central Provinces, it enters the Gujarat to meet the sea at 
Surat ,447 The Tapi does not rise in the Vindbya.448
446 Law B.C.fHiSOeog.of Me.India, P.2S3.
446 Marie. P., P. 367, note,
447 Law B.C., Hist.Geog* of Ane.India, P.330.
448 J..Ph, Vogel, Motes on Ptolemy, B.S.O,A.S.,XIV. Pt.l,P.S4.



955
The Brahma puraha, mentions it as arising from the 

mountains it as arising from the mountains Rksa (19*11) and 
Vindhya (27*33). ElseJahere it is said that it flows to the 
south of the mountain Vindhya (70,33)* It is mentioned as a 
holy river*449

Triearta

It was located between the Ravi and the Sutlej with 
its centre round Jullundur, It represented Eangra in ancient 
days.4®® '

The 3r. P. mentions that VrkadevI, the wife of
- - v *

Vasudeva, was the daughter of the king of Trigarta(14*46). 

Tungabhadra

It is the most important among the lower tributaries 
of the krsna* The Tunga and the Bhadra rise from the western 
ghats on the western border of Mysore and combine to flow 
together under the name of Tungabhadra.451

According to the Br* P,, it emerges from the mountain 
Sahya (27*35) and is to the south of Vindhya (70*33). It is 
a holy river (64.11).

449 64.115 89,39,445 161.22
450 Moti Chandra, Geographical and Economic studies in the 

MahabhSrata, UpSyanaparva*
451 Law B.C., Hist.Geog.of Anc,India, P.196.
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Ujjayini • . .

Uj jay inf, which was the capital of Avanti or
i _western lalava, was situated on the river Sipra, a tributary 

of the Carmanvati. It is the modern Ujjain kempi in Gwalior,
Central India. At Uj jay ini the temple of Mahakala, one of

» 4-52the twelve most famous baiva temples in India, was built.

She Br. P. mentions the Mahakala temple of UjjayinT 
(45.66) and provides a picturesque description of Ujjayini 
(A.43). It states that Indradyumna ruled in Ujjayini
(43.89; 44.16). .

Utkala
'fhe BhuvanesVara stone inscription of Narasimha I. 

refers to the building of a Visnu temple by CandrikST, sister 
of Narasimha, at Bkamra, modern Bhuvanesvara in the Utkalavi- 
saya. It is clear , from this inscription that TJtkalavisaya 
comprised the Puri and Bhuvanesvara regions .^"55

Ihe Br. P. deals at length with Utkala Pradesa.^^

Uttarakuru

It is mentioned in the vedic and later Brahmanical

452 Law B.C.,UjjsyirS in Ancient India, Gwalior Archaeologic
al, Department.

453 Law B.C. ,Uribes in Ancient India, PP.333 ff.; Explora
tions in Orissa (M.A.S.I., Io.44).

454 ?.18; 47«?; 28,7; 42*4@.
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literature as a country situated somewhere north of Ka^mira. 
Some call it a mythical region.^*^

The Brahma purSna states that Pururava and Urvasi 
resided there (10.?)* When Samjna", the wife of Surya, was 
unable to bear his lustre, she went to Uttarakuru and 
practised penance (89.11,23).

Uttarapatha

The four boundaries of the Uttarapatha are no'^where 
mentioned in the Brahmanical or Buddhist texts. According to 
the Brahmanical tradition recorded in the Kavyamlmamsa the 
Uttarapatha or northern India lay to the western side of 
Prthudaka. The Brahmanical definion of nryavarta excludes 
the greater portion of the land of the Egvedic Aryans, which 
however is included in the Uttarapatha.^1’^

The Bx». P. mentions that the sons of Vikuksi were 
uhe protectors of Uttarapatha (7*48).

Vanga

It is the ancient name of Bengal. In the 13th cen
tury, Vangaladesam came to be called Bangala, and in Mohemmedan 
times, Bengal.

The. Brahma purana states that ic is an eastern
4$'5 Law B.O.', Geographical Issays,P.23.
456 Law B.G., Hist.Geog.of Anc.India, P.13*
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country (27*51) and. is so-called after Vahga, one of the 
sons of Bali (13.36).

Vasisthas^cama

It was situated on the Mount Abu in the Aravalli 
range* The Br*P. mentions it as a holy place (25.72,73).

Vaidisa*

Vidisa or Vedisa is the old name of Besnagar, a 
ruined city situated in the fork of the Bes or the Vedisa 
river and the Betwa, in the kingdom of Bhopal, within two 
miles of Bhilsa*^-^ According to the puranas Vaidisa was 

situated on the banks of the river Vidisd which took its rise 
from the Paripatra mountain. ^ The ancient city of Vidisa, 
identified with Bhilsa in the Gwalior State, was situated at 
a distance of 26 miles north-east of Bhopal.

The Br. P. mentions it as a Janapada of Vindhya
(27-60). ' '

Vaicaranls

(i) This river rising among the hills in the north
west of the Keonjhar State, flows’ first in a south-westerly

457 Meghaduta, Purvamegha, 25P1
453 Law, Geography of Early Buddhism, P.3*
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and then in an easterly direction, forming successively the 
boundaries between the leonjhar and Hayurbhan States and 
between keonjhar and Cuttack*

(ii) It is one of the sacred rivers of India which 
rises in the hills in the southern part of the district of 
Singhbhum and a little below the point where it enters Orissa^60

The Brahma purana also seems to refer to two
Vait&ranis. One rises from the mountain Vindhya (27*33) and

|the other is a holy river in Utkala Pradesa (42.4),

Vetravati

It is modern Betwa which rises near Bhopal and floors
^ forthinto Jumna* According to the pur anas, it issues^from the 

Paripatra mountain.
/

According to Br. P., it arises from the mountain
Eksa (27-3^)•
* •

Vidarbha

It is Berar recalled Vidarbha*. According to the 
puranas, the people of this place were the dwellers of the 
Deccan along with the Pulindas, Bttndakas, V'indhyas and others.

439 law B.C., Holy Places of India, P.15*
460 Law B.C.,y Bivers of India, P.43*
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The Br. P. states that Kundina was the main city of Yidarbha 
and king Bhlsmaka ruled there (199*1)*

Vrndavana

It is a place of Hindu pilgrimage and is situated
six miles to the north of Mathura. The Br. P. mentions it

46iin connection with krsna's childhood.- 

Vyasatirtha

It is probably the same as Vyasasrama, the hermitage 
of the sage Vyasa, situated at a village called Manal near 
Badrinath in Garhwal in the Himalayas.

The Br. P. mentions it as a holy place (158.1,40).

Jkistfk,
Probably it is the same as Yijayanagara or Bija-

nagara situated in the midst of the Karnatadesta. In its
glorious days this kingdom included the whole of the present
Madras State, Mysore and the districts of Dharwar and north
Kanara in Maharastra excepting the districts north of krsna
river, the district of Malabar in the west coast, Travancore
and Cochin. The ancient Pampa, now known as Hampe, was the

462name of the site of Vijayanagara..
461 1,85.1 i 189.22-24; 190.22; 198.4 .
462 Law B.C.,, Hist.Seog.of Anc,.India,. P.201.



The Br,. P. mentions it as a holy place of pilgrimage
(25.34).

>

Yindhya

It forms the boundary between northern and southern 
India. The R.ksa, The Vindhya and the Paripatra are parts of 
the whole range of mountains now kno?m as the, Yindhya. It 
may be identified with the Satpura* range. According to 
modern geographers, this mountain extends eastwards for a 
distance of about 700 miles from Gujarat on the west to Bihar 
on the east taking different local names. '

According to Br. P. it is one of the kulaparvatas 
of India and the rivers Narmada, Surama, Tapi, Vena* Yaitaranf, 
Sinivalx, Toya, and Antahsila emerge from it. The rivers
Bhlmarathi, Tuxigabhadra, Venika and Payosnl are to the south 
of it(70.33I 89.29). The mountain Sahya is on the southern 
side of it (161.2,66).

Vipasa

It is the Beas, identified with the Yipasis or 
Hypasis or the Hyphasis of the Greeks, which is a tributary 
of the Satadru or the Sutlej. It rises in the Pir Panjal 
range at the Bhotang pass near the source of the Ravf.^^

465 Law B.G., first. Geog..of’"Anc.India, P.20.
464 19.11*, 27.33,34 } 27#20
465 Law B.C., Hist.Geog.of Anc.India, P.134.
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The Br. ?. mentions it as a river emerging from 
Himalaya (27.27).

yitasta

This is the most westerly of the five rivers of the
Punjab. Among the four main eastern tributaries of the Indus,
the most western is the Yitasta or the Jhelum. It takes its
rise in the Pir Panjal range in the State of Kashmir and flows
towards the west in a zigzag course below Punch, and then turns

466south to flow in a south-westerly direction.

The Br. P. states that it is a holy river and 
emerges from Himavan (27*26; 64.11; 70.34).

Yamuna

It rises on the slopes of Bandar-punch, a peak 
situated on the watershed between the Yamuna" and the Ganges. 
The first and great western tributary of the Ganges is the 
Yamuna proper, which takes its rise in the Himalayan range 
below Mount Kamet.^^ The Br.,P. also refers to it as a 
Himalayan river (27*26).

466 Law B.,C« , Hist.Geog. of Ane .-India, P.135*
467 La?/ B.G., Hist.Geog.of Anc,.India, PP.135-136.
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Yayatipatana

It is probably the same as Yayatinagar, an
468ancient name of Kataka in Orissa#

The Br, I3.' mentions it as an holy place (25#26).

468 Epigraphia Indica III, 323 ff


