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APPENDS X - 2

SOME LINGUISTIC AND LITERARY ASPECTS

The Br* P. has some linguistic peculiarities 
which are similar to those of the Epics and other 
Puranas. The linguistic peculiarities are classified 
under three heads, (i) phonological, (ii) marphological 
and (iii) syntactical.

(A) PHONOLOGY

Hiatus, irregular Sandhi, materical change 
of vowels, interchange of sounds in speiiing are some 
of the important phonological characteristics of the 
Br. P>*



(1) Hiatus :

Hiatus is not allowed in Sanskrit language 
but the language of the vedas, the epics and the 
puranas provide exceptions to the above rule. As 
the puranas followed oral tradition, a pada was a 
unit by itself in recitation and therefore many 
examples of hiatus between the padas are met with.

Hiatus may be within a pada or between two 
padas. Examples of hiatus within a pada are less 
frequent than those between two padas. Some examples 
of hiatus occurring in the Br. P. are as follows.:- 

(a) Hiatus within a pada

Avastabhya idam (60.31)

Sa ca evambhasam (60.34)

Aditya iva (108.69)

kva ekaiva (108.41)

1. For these peculiaritie's in the Ramayana, th vide 
Sen Hilamadhava : A comparative study in some
linguistic aspe cts of the different recensions 
of the Ramayana, 101, No.1 d, Ho,2, December,1951
pp. 119.



Krodhaiteisa irjT (4,52) 

Yaisifanarasute Tithe (3.81)

- Utksipya sPyuaham dlptao (36.34) 

Bevadyastu 4mah (36.43)

Tatra asansumanojnarupah. (36.106) 

Sarvaya ugraya (3?.IS)

Srnuyadvi idam (40.128), (40.12?) 

Itatsrutia rservakyam (173.26) 

Pasyatsu rsimukhyesu (173*27)

Sa ca evambhasam (60.34)

Artki^sya rsimukhye (73.25)

Sasaka uma (74.15)

Asaman^a iti (78;40) 

Bhaksyartham tu ubhah (80.26) 

Stiprite ahatardvijam (85.15) 

ea rslbhistada (87*15)



Fi^cala usa (89.12)

Sa iti (89*24)

Surasea rsayascaiva (96.22)

Sarvena rsayastatha (198.13)

Te garbMnyaV$bham aha (100.7)

bharyam ubhe tu te (100.23) 

Bhartari te ubhe (100.9) 

ete yate itastatah (103.11)

^ate putre apamrsah. (104.22) 

Patsyan^Ime apatepate (104.29) 

Nrpaputra Sfsim (104.49) 

Visifakitrena rsina (104,69) 

Vasanstatra i^o (108.8) 

te ubhe (110*115) 

sacibharta udaradhib. (122.55) 

sa api (123.130)

ipsitah. (125*33)

esa eva (125*92)



Ursya uddhatavrttita (13?.?) 

Dyaur^yot sna asisa'bi (134.34) 

deiraWea rsayah (142.5) 

te agatya (147*14)

Fanarmanu sya uta (152.34)
Dhruija iskna (178.130)

Nibabandku u&akhale (184.35)
v ^VisVo anantacyuta (219.35) 

agacchata itlrayan (219*58)
\

tu rsipumga^h. (41,6)

&i>he api (137.25)

Sahite api (137*28)

(to) Haitus between two padas :

Ado tt rd itirdanu sea 1‘tfa arista surasa 
khasa j 3*5

Parsvsto viharasyami ityenam yacito
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Vatapirnaumliscaiifa libalah svasrumasta'feia

3.88.
Mardcirmaghavanscalva tebblah Svasrtoas- 

taiha 5.75.

KraunaC tu Jaytayaaonasa uluka pratya4u- 

kakanj1 3.43

IksiTakusta &6kuksim Isa astakayamatha"' 

dis'at (7,48

Kapalamocaxiam Caiva avakiraam ca 

katoyakam (25.51

Hairaam Vimanam savalatpatakamarudha
~ ' h, , '
a gat - Jvaritam Jteftena ) 56*11

Amrtam paramatma ca l^arah ka^ranam 

mahat J 56,* 40 , 1
■s

Ifertimanfta upagamya alamcakrut, purottamam (

36. 61

rbu hemarita sis Irak. ajagnsataratidyuti J 36.89 

lfananadyasamakx3?ne aham tatra dvi^atayah [36.125 

Gayanti vain gsyatrino arcayantyalfeamarkinah. j

140. 6



I

tesaia Svaha svadha caiva Gtpnuvanti 
Svadanti ca } 40.91

Ketakt karaviraisca atimlaktais* ca 
kims'ukaih 1 41.43v , *

Ketakivanakbandaisca atimtiktaik
saku^akaik! 42.24 , 43.32
/

Lalfeigulinairvitanai^ca udyana irnandano
Pamaih | 43.55

Hayamedhapya nispatyai ete yata itastatah {'
103. 11

Makham tu visayam krtva ayantu 
surasattamah [ 105#7

tabha pi yaksial praba ile kimanutfiksase j
108.43.

Garudena yato Yfari anitam tadrasatalat i
159.43

Ahamkaras ca. buddhisca kbhe narayanatmake |
60.28

YSkSadyaiah spbtirafci caru manusyaloke 
abami tavanti dinam gatasya j110.135*



Atha dityena ca gatya evamukto 
yamastada ( 86.40

Kadacitkriyamane tu ilaya nrtyakarmanii
108.61

lyam vikrtarapaste asyab papain ca 
laks.aye J131.9

Adya me saphalam rianraa adya me saphalarn 
tapab | 176.28

Preksastt§ pascanmam bruti asatyam 
satyaktadinim | 108.46 ,

Purusasya ca ^esena ile kamamiyasyasi |
108.41

Hamasyatha 'fflnitatml Ilamailobravldidam f

108.4

108.4
Tatraiva matimadbatta ilomatya^natbCbrablt /

Tesam annam samaniya iha niksipyate 
sada \ 215. 38

Esipyate tatra dustatma ekaki 
inistabbminarah [215.110



I^urtimanta 

purottamam j 36,61
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^pagamya alameakrub

Raima stall prsthato1 bhgretya ayodbya- 

vasibhib saba l154.27

Bamena sa perityakta” itynohurdva ra- 

palakab 554. 24

' Kva gata yoniia" mata eko ramotradrsjisyate j

154.24

evam s tbit am tu ma tvam vai^siUab sprsyu- 

rSJaUgab \ 151*11

Abravam tam hari tatra ‘asinam 4agatam 

prabbum j 135*11

Martyaloke papabbuta a^nanatpapaka'rinf j 131.14

Bagno matim viditva tu irigita fcobravldi- 

dam ] 111*28

Sthapite pr&tiraabhyeti iti antahparo- 

bbavat | 48.11

Ahamkarasca buddbisca bfafoe narayanatmak& l

60.28



Adityasya priya bharya us a" tuastri 
pativrata ) 165.2

Axartam puramatma ca i^varah karanam 
mahat | 56.40

Usmapa dhumapadcaiva ajyapat somapastatha
39.24

Iiigudisaptupamaisca asVTatthagastya 
Jambukaih (44.58

Yens mueyeta deiFe&a asiaatsaiBsarasagarat l
45.19.

t K,Asanairargfcya padaisca asteatairabhinandys \

ca 45.42

Gacchamaaastu tanpreksya ekada dbarmafat 
priya | 45.59.

Pascimayam sthitak ye ca uttarapatbasim 
sthltah. ( 47.15

Hatavasisi^a yamyaste adityaya nyavedayan i
94.22
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Parasumadaya hastena urmerantastato 
vra^a l 50.13

i - _Silpenmkhy ay a viprendrah kurusva pratima 
itit 50.43

Vismayain puramam gatva idaxn vjieanamai£- 
ralHt t 50-56

(Drataram nidhiga c chanva i itasceta^ca 
dhatfativ 152.14

Ittham cintayatastasya Utpanna duhkhaha 
mataht 53*26

Bramamanasca kim tatra ascaiyam drstavanasi|
• 4 1 ♦ • «

55.5

Daitya himsanuraktasca avadhyah surasatta- 
maiht 56.36

evamevamaham nit ha iccheyam twatpra sadat ah |* » • '

56.63

Dvadasyam suklapaksa|ya uposya mnnipamgavih I
58.22

Gotrotsado hhavettasya uddhrte caitfa s5ntidah\
58.57



Fragatayam raj©nyam tu utt^ito nanyamana- 

sab \ 150.18

Romano it at anurbbutva idem stotram Jagau 

nrpab I 51*9

/ t _ _

Ahamkarasca buddhisca ubhe narayanatmake \

60*28

Alfastabbya idam sarvamaste narayanat 

prabbuh \ 60.57

Omkaram ea nakaram ca angusthe hastayo- 

rayaset \ 60.56

i (_ _
Cakram khadgasca samgam ca astau mudrsh 

prakirtitab I 61.55

Yatpbalam cannadanena arghatitbyena 

kirtitam (65.64

Kumbham ca daksinam caiva aearyaya 

nivedayat l 67.45

Sampujya tam namaskrtya imam mantra- 
mudi^rayet l 67*4?

Pranamya sirasa bhaktya acaryam tu 
visariaysP \ 67.4^
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Brahmankrtayugadau tui^payonyo na vidyate 1

70.31

isvaradyadi ^ayeta apatyam babusaktimatl71.1? 

Tena viddhastrinetropi isayam buddbi- 

madadhet \ 71*30.

Ksayo lokpalas'ca adityah samarudganah. I 72.8 

Tasminnutpadyamane tu utsavasca babbuvire |

73.22

Yasminkale as suresasya uraa patnyabha'bat- 

priya I 74-.8

i - - - ,
Abo lokagatiscitra aho dbatarnamostu te

75.29

Candrasuryoparage ca ayane visiilfe tatha J

75*37.

Esa tebbyo viiista tu alam sambbo namostu 

te | 5? 75.4-5

Svastyayano rasa rtvigbbih krtamangalah

Girirbrabmagireb parsve gSfyiano nama

naradg^ \ 84.2

78.18
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Kesari nama tadbharta adriketi tabba”* 

para! 84.3

84.6

An^jana cidrika caiva Agasyamrsisattamam

Totontfanayam s a mi day a adri paisacamurti- 

man I 84.16

Mama deyi suresana ityueuste Prthakprthak I

87.40

tasyah pradaksinam cakre iyamurviti 
samsmaranl 8?.20

87.29

87.36

87.95.

87.50

Ityuktv&ham Gautamaya ahaiyamudadam mune j

Paplyasim matim krtva ahalyam sumudaiksata

Agacchantam nityameva ahalyam priya’tfadini |

ItyurservacSfaiam srut$a Ahalya Jaramabravit l

Ta^d gatva prceha nrpate upadeksyati te

hitam\ 88.8
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Nakbyatavyam tvaya kvapi apatyanam tatba 

priya\ 89.8 -

_ (
Akarmanaiva pyata iti nraktimarga mrsocyate\

88.11

lyam cbaya nasya mate lass' mata tia sa nyatah l

89.22

Paryadbattadyato yati usa bhamistatab tada |

89 *28

Tatrasan panyanesena adhyas^e ca mabi- 

tathal 92.7

Asritya gautamim devim aste eg munibhirvrtab. l

92.19

Mata mahi yaama iyam mama daivad-upijfata I

92.55

Hatavasista Yamyaste adityiya nya^Sedayan |

94.22

Kim dadamiti tanaMidaffltt.&ub sura apif 94.31 
( ’

Yamam yadi vaco mOldya anumanyanti denatah \

94.35
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Tato yamadayab sarre abhisiktastu nandinaI

94.45

Uttar© naraadatire abhisekaya tssthire j

96.12

Yasmindese surendrasya abhiseko bha'fti^yati I

196.16

i ~ i ' t

Yasistbo Gautamascapi agastyotrisca 

kasyapah i 96.21

96.22

98.21.

100.5

201.4

105.11

104.27

Saianam tatpunyatoyena akurvarmabhisecanam |

Devatirtham ca tatraitta agneya Jatavedasam J

Putramutpadayanena Indradarpaharaxa subham j
*

Tatsrutva vismlto raja anayemairj mamaiikikam |

Hayamedhasya nispatyai ete yata itastatah/

Pasordantesu jatesu ehi gacckadhuna ppate /
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Suta me santi bharya ca aham vai
%

Pancamastatha \ '104.52

— vGautamim gaccha rajendra rttfigftik 
Sapurohitah. \ 104.67

Makham tia visayam krtfra ayantu 
surasattamahl 105*7

Syattcaam sarnameveha cnam data's sura 
■goydh \ 106.86

AsramesM. ca PunyesflL ahannaste sa Gautamah l
107*11

Alpa\$idyastvalpavaya alam tava guruh 
katham \ 107*18'

Svarge yata mama bhrats ahamatraiva 
samstbita * 107*29

Tatastyaksyame jiflfam me idanim tefcfa 
pasyata-^ \ 107*33

Anasobam kim karomi atapovidya eva ca I

107*37

Vasiqthopi tada" yat<lt adayag^n^ifretfa nah I
108.6



108.28

108.31

Debi me tridasessna umavanamiti ^tain \

Mrg<i bhutva visalaksi ilasya puratobhavatt

i

Puruqasya ca kfesena ile kamanuyasyasiI108.41 

Tathapi Yaks ini praba ile kimanuviksa s 6 \
108.43

Preksasva Pascanmam bruhi asatyam
Satyavadinim \ 108.45

*0* - , ,Sa pururai(fasain praba iksvakunam tatha
kulam \ 108.83

-» _ ca _ _Vananiryanamevatha amtyanam purodbasab
* ^

108.84

Pusno dantanathotpatya Indram vyadra- 
vayatksanat t 109*25

^apemaranam tru natbam samartha agnim 

pra3|sye kirn nu karyam bbavenme 110.61

Dednrbalaya te capi arortam suravallabban$ j.
110.79



pippalam\

U#aca Pippaladalsca umam natva ca

110.172

Krtakrty<astato vatsa akramarva ciram* * •

divam i 110.189

Analastvamaranalia apastatra katham

\ 110.202

Asthnam ca pavanam bruiii asmafeam ca
* ♦

gavam tatha"} 110.212

Tatputraniscayam apatro nrpasattamah f

111.17

Tadra'ja^acanaip sVutMa amatyanaijp mahamatib. |

111.27

Eajno matim viditva fee ingitajno 

bravididam | 111.28

Bhogavatyapi tam praha uktapurvam punah. 

sakhim 111.62

Sarvavidyamathavepya Ubhau tau Eamalaksmanau j

125.99



RAmao ca laksmanam. capi ayacatam
■r* v*mahamate f- 123*87 .!

Agnesca pujaka ye ea apam vai pu§ane
4

sthitah \ 126.32

— c*. — — i i _ —Paratantra v^am tata isvarasya vasanugah /
128.37

Jamata 'gneh sa dharraasca agniskaitfa sa

havyavat \ 138.66

Tathaiva 3a,fcani sacaracaram ca apapakam# l •

devi tataica jatam | 129*79
*

Sakhaihavatsa cendrasya abjakah sa vrsakapihj

129*99

Vari yapi haviryasya agneh priyakaram 
sad'a \ 129.101

Tamagastyam pujayitfe apastambo munis vara&if
" « •

130.4

Tato visvavasuh puny a rsindevam trilocanam /t i * 9

132.6
Amratam gautamivari amrtam svarnamucyate/

133*16



Ahamasmi maiianstatra ahamasmiti vai 
mithah, \ 135*4

Chandomayaya devaya omkararthaya te namah )
138,33

Ahamapyagnimaveksya uta yasyfiupriyantikam I
138*30

• Sa k^adaciddivam gatva Indralokamagatpunah |
140*5

- ~ \Stutiip ca danam ca sabham sab ham ca 
astram ca vasamsi purim vanani 140*11

Bhavadbhistapaso arnica aham vairannivartaye I
142,8

Kva hosyam syaddvitfiyam tu ahutyantarameifa
1 < *

ca \ 148.10

Agnyantaram naiva tfibra upadeyam bhavisyati-i
148.10

Smaranatpa^hanadvapi istaih samyusyate 
sada \ 152*41

* — •*-• ■ Pasyatsu lokapalesu arye tatra pravadiW M
154,25



S
Eamastau prsthatobhyetya ayodhyavasibhih 

saba l 154.27

Tatrasuste Janah sarve artgirobbyo nyavedyat i

155.4

_t~l
Hatani sasvadduritsni caina asyab prabha- 

vadarayah sakhaya^ t 157*11

Brahma vismi mabeso va adityo vapi 

candramah \ 158.22

Karmabhumimavastabby a asura sarvatobbvan J

160.5

Tusnim sthite mayi tada asrausam vacamutt-
' i * % l

amain' 161.1

Jayo manyusca sauryam ca isatejabsamadbhavam j

162.22
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Bboi-ane tapavi^te tru atmartbam kalpitam tu 

yat l 165.16

Garudopi tsyoh srutifi~avastham saba visnana }
• i ' i ■ *

166.8

*\A — — — ^

Eipunjitva jagams su indralokato surairvrtam |

171*3
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Pramatirjitatfanstatra ur$asi daivatastriyam j

171.10

,"* —• I I — —! -»
Tam samgatam viksya slab harisca atmanama- 

darlayatam munibhyah \ 174.5 ’

Gunanamanu'bhavena udtahavabhibhavau tattia l

175.26

Devarajaa vinij'sitya tada indrajiteti vai I

176.20

Adya me saphalam j$anma adya me saphalam 

tapah | 176,28

Garhapatyena vidbina anvaharyena karmana j

179.29

Proksaniyara sranam caiva avabhrtiiyam 
tathaiva ca ' 179-50

_ _ i
Jaghana tan duradharsau utthaya sayamodadh- 

ek' 180.58
• '

Arbhaka yuiayo kojtifa ayuso^te na hanyate j

185.10
- K 1 l

Kundinam na pravaksyami ahtva yudbikesavam J

199,9



sadal
Tesamarmam samaniya iha niksipyate 

215.36
ISodhanam caiva bbavati upaghatavata 

sada \ 221.118

I'jairiroahiiomi vatmau te upadbyayapade 
Stbitab \ 56.127

Tasya ksetravarasyatha rte devanmabesvarat j
t

41.87

Mameti nsdatah parsve ubhau tata harisamkarau J

155.12

Mattab purvatara prtbvi a^pab purnast|.ci.
1 \ * '

tatab \ 157.26

Sa praba feristarenatlia Indrasya tu -yicestitam ]
124.61

(2) IBSBGULhR SAMATHX

Abosya (2.15), (178.64) for abo asya^
aboWdabkbam (216.1) for abo atidtithkham devapi 

% *(255.29) for devah api talah stamatab (56.100) for



talastamalah j Visaraga is retained and a dental 
sibilant is inserted.

(3) Metrical change of voxels

There are also instances where a vowel is 
lengthened or shortened metri causa.

(a) Lengthening of short vowels :
Dehe for dehi (228.5)» 
durgatisu for durgatisu (157.25)

(b) Shortening of long vowels :

(i) ucuh for ucufy (110.39)

(c) Vowel-harmony :

(i) ucutuh for ucatuh (194.25)
* * *

)
"\J

1. For various linguistic peculiarities vide the 
articles on linguistic aspects of Ramayana by 
Filamadhav sen and ^Mahabharata by Kulkarni f. P-



(d) Vowel-haplology
(i) Sprsyun for sprseyun (151 •11)

(ii) Varidasatmaja for varadasatmaja - 
note the reading in the ms •kha* 
(13.170)

(4) Interchange of sounds in spelling

(a) aspirated and unaspirated
(1) sakhotaka (45*51) and sakhothaka (44,61)

0») Nasalised and non-nasalised...
* \ _ t \

(i) Simsumara (44,47) and Sisumara (44,47)

(c) Sa and sa
1(1) Samhara for samhara (213*86,90), the mss 

ka and kha read samhara
t(ii) krsara (29.54) and kr^ara (221.46)

v •-(iii) Mn^ala for musala (220.10)
(iv) ^arvalah for sarvasah (7.41)

(v) kausalya for kausalya (123*4)
a$.
(d) "'S'a and 4a

(i) Bomahar^ana (50.35) and Lomaharsana
(50.35)

(ii) Hrstaroraa (47.49) for hrstaloma



(e) La and da
* •

lift for Ida (87*30)

(£) Va and ba
Yibhitaka (44.60) for Yibhitaka

(g) da and da
Sadvale for sadvale (6.26)

(h) Sa and kha

(i) Panisata for PaniJshata (25.#2)
(i) dh for hi

midhuse for mihlluse (59*37)

Ibis case shows the vedic feature

(j) Miscellaneous :
(i) Jtgarti (150,15) for a^tgarti•(150.2) 

loss of a possibly on tbe imitation of
i tlokeitgartib'(150.2)

(id) Aguru (44,62) and Agaru (29.41)
(iii) Mahavaci possibly for Mahavici (215.84)
(iv) Joti for Jyoti (122.74)
(v) ITaggminah for Vagminah (47*50)*

■ »

(225*54)
Thus irregular samdbi, hiatus, metrical 

clmge of vowels., interchange of sounds in spelling

JS
S»



122?

and a' few other Isolated phenomena are some of 
the phonostogieal characteristics of the Br.P.

(B) MORPHOLOGY 

(1) Declension :

Irregular numerals, change of number, 
Irregular compounds, change of gender, transference 
of nominal stems, infinitives and confusion of vibhakti 
are some of the important features in the declensional 
system of the Br.P.

(a) Irregular numerals :

Astavimsatime for ast,avimsatitame (196.26)

(b) Change of number :

Plural for dual :
Adhiyatam for adhiyatam (194.21)

(c) . Irregular compounds i
(i) Compound with ml -

ma ciram (184.45), (185*19), (210.30)
(86.27), (121.11)



(ii) Compound with na - 1

Naciradaham (56>59)
NanyamanQga (46.30)

(iii) Wrong compounding :

Yojananam sa^irayamavistaraih 1(215*89)
* * i

Here the word sasti seems to have been 
wrongly connected with ayama, though it 
should he compounded with 'Yojananam’; 
yafcacchaktya for yavacchakti (73*44) 
Yathaiaktya for yathasakti (213*10)

(d) Change of gender :

(i) masculine for feminine :
Mattamatangagamibhin for mattamatanga- 
gaminibhi^ (168.24)

(ii) Neuter for Feminine j

. t lSptamimsati for saptavimsatih (3*59)
t cSpptavim^ati for saptavi^psatim not 

declined under the altraction of dssa 
and trayodala (3*2?) 

risti for ristam (168^13)
y. % i *

i. Wot the compound with ma and na - vide unpaninian 
forms and usages in the cr.ed. of the mbh - 
Kulkarai E.D. Bo£i, Vol. 24, 1943 P.94.



(e) Transference of nominal stems :

(i) Consonantal stem for vowel steni 
(•44} jfb^eadrar^j^nali for /tajendrarajasya 

(12.10)
(iii) Vowel stem for consonantal stem :

Apsaraih for apsarobhih (68.29)
, Narakesarim for narakesarinaa

*

(210,30)

(f) Infinitives :

(i) ,anit for set
cartum for caritum (7.60)

(g) Confusion of vibhakti :
(i) genetive for nominative

MaMmnah for mahima* (153*11)
t

(2) CONJUGATION

(a) Termination ~ masl for mah :
Parayamasi for parayamab. (120.12)
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(b) Absence of guna :

Aruhat for arohat (176.47)* In other words 

here is Zero grade for the normal grade.

(c) ' Infinitive :

Simplex for causative : Asvasitura (with

vowel lengthening for asvasayitum (159*28)

(d) Change conjugation t

(i) Krnvana for kurvana (152*54)

(ii) Present participle - Pranamati for

pranamanti feminine parasmaipada without 

num. Dhis is a vedic form (73*10)

(e) Change of voice :

Parasmaipada for Atmanepada

(i) Participle : udeksanti for udiksamana 

metricauseL (35*65)

(ii) Atmanepada for Parasmaipada :

Biyantyam for diyamanayam (227*82) 

Yadasva for vada (92.24)

Babhuvire for Babhuvuh (111.50)

Bivyamane for divyamah (171*9)

Divye for divyami (171*12)

Anugacehasva for Anugaccha (7*10), (7*7) 

Abhyagacchata for Abhigacchati (13*53)



, Gacchedfcsn&s for pacchato (4?«8) 

Usmesyataahe for' Haaiasyaraeli (65*22) 

fCridate for kri&etl (39*34)

GmeratC' for saarati (115*19)
I —;

Besye for sesyaesi (129*85)
• 4

t(li) PBrcsmaipada for Atman©pada ~

Bha^ja for Bhojosva (127*22)

Yscate for Yacadhvsm (98*7)

Alabhanti for oiabbamena (4.74) 

Madani for adadai (55*57)

) Irregular gerunds :

(i) Simplex for causative 

set for suit
i

KasitVla for KaiaeyitlSs (225*00 

(ii) GBit for set

sthapya for stnapeyitvs (43.11)

(lii) ye for tv’s

cjfcatya for eintayitAfa (227*103),

Gray a for C-rhitfcfe (A .50) (4.70), 

(13*134), (228,52)

Fa^ya for po jay i (?4.5) , (148.7)

Srarfya for sartvsT (150.25)
• 4



1
(g) Aorist system :

(i) Augmentless aorist
(ka) ma with, augmentless aorist 
ma krthah (35.2,61) 
ma vadhih (124*69)

ima sucah (151.12)
(ii) Augmented aorist i

Ma with augmented aorist 
ma abhfcth (35.19)

(h) Imperfect system :

(i) $na with imperfect 
Ma kuruta (123*164)
Ma nupasyata (152.19) 
la samaviset (144.13)

(ii) Augmentless imperfect :
(Ka) parasmaipada for Atmanepada 
Anubruvan for Anvabruvan (74*53) 
ksamat for aksamat (6,21)
Bhavat for Abhavat (178*188) (124.109)

(i) Potential system :
Ma spr^syu^\ (151*11)

Ma bhetavyam (53*20)
Ma Eodih (3.120), (16*35^36)

is
*.



(j) Present system

(i) Sma with the present for showing 
past :

Roditi sma (228.80)
Kurvate sma (86,6)
£alati sma (162,6)
Ralcsati sma (131,4)
Kridanti sma (43.35)
Apnuvanti sma (83.9)
Stuvanti sma (162.6)
Bhavanti sma (38.27)

(ii) Ma with present
la asti (244.38)
Ma arhathah , (135*5)

(k) Future system :

Hirasyanti sma (8.29)
Nas'ayanti sma (55*29)

(l) Imperative system :

Ma with imperative
~~ /V' . .Ma muncasva (8.46)

Ma kuru (4.36), (8.43), (128,5) 
Ma nimajga (228.29)
Ma" ruta (124.72)

CO



Ma vilambyatam (184.87) 
la vilamba (170.64)
Ma vyathasva (151.11)
Ma vilambatha (47.9)
Ma bhaja (127.22)
Ma sprsa (125.74)
Ma Bhava (144.16) 
la vidharyatfcn (187*52)
Ma vyathasva (151.11)
Ma dehi (83.24) 
la vada (128.21)
Ma bhava (144.16)
Ma stuhi (164.46)

(m) Past passive participle ;

Sma as a padapnrana 
pustah sma (74.75)
Abhiratalj sma (219.85)

(n) Denominative verbs :

Manayita (225.54)

(o) Irregular form :

Pitrpinda prayacchakajj't for 
pitrpindapradayakah (215.129)



Thus absence of guna, change of 
consugation change of voice,irregular gerunds, 
interchange between set and anit, denominative 
verbs are some of the important features of the 
conjugations! system.

(5) SYNTAX

The instances of sgntactical aberrations 
comprise cases of deviations from the rules of case 
governance as laid down by panini :

(a) accusative for dative
Brahmanasya pratisruta (12.20)

i+ *Pratisrutakes dative but here it is used » ' _ _ 
with genetive against the paninian sutra-
Pratyanbhyam saWafy purvasya karta (1.4.40)

fon-matprasHdat (211.9)

(b) Alam :
CL(i) Aim with instlfumental

Alam nama sahasrena (31.29) 
Alam khedena (80.43)
Alam majjena (80.43)
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v' A lam klesena (160.18)

Alam kalanSJlokanena (86*31)

Alam anyena (74.49)
Alam dainyena (127.55)

(ii) Alam with infinitive 

Alam kartum (87.44)

(4) USAC-E

There are various usages to show the 
superlative degree some of the examples are as 
follows

Tattvam vina ke grasitum samarthah/ (112.4)

kova dhartum tvamrte vai samarthahI (112.6)
Tadrte nasti kimcana\ (145.9)

* *

Mopayonyosti samsare vinam gangam-U

sivapriyam\ (158*20)
*

samsare dehinamanya na gatih kapi
kutracit l (164.50)

— I v —Kanyasti sadrsastvaya (175.81)

- - t i
Ghetta nanyosti lokesmtotvadrte 
munisattamal (226.4)



1 ' INatena ssdrsah kasat \ (45.23)
I __ _Na mesti tvamrte Bandhuh I (59.55*56)

Ya-trahamasmi tatraite na tisthanti 
kadacana\ (137*6*7)

5vam vina kah samarthotra (94.30)

(5) LONG COMPOUNDS

3!he power of combining two or more stems 
into a compound was inherited by OIA from the Indo- 
European period. But the language of the vedas and 
Brahmanas differs considerably from that of the later 
period "as regards the length and intricacy of the 
combinations allowed", In the Rv and Av, there is 
no single instance of compound with more than three 
independent members; Avestan also does not contain 
any compound with more than three independent members. 
But compounds gradually became more and more long 
and cumberous in later Sanskrit untill the climax 
was reached in the writings of subandhu^ Bana and



and Bhavabhuti where we meet with num'jferous 

cases of long compounds running upto several 

lines a stretch. # lo such unwiedly and 

barbarously long compound, however, is found in 

Br.P.

(a) Compounds with ten stems
, - \ I
(i) Prati-agra-samjata'silindhra"kandali

lata diuma-adi-udgata - pallava" (36.73)

(ii) Bhava-anga samsarga-su-samprahasa" 

su"Bveda-samlapa-raheh prakaraiK.

(.129.79)

(b) Compunds with seven stems ;
— — <w

(i) Hasa-vivara-niryata-roma'punga calat — 

vapuh \ (233*28)

\ »-
(ii) Rakta'asoka-prasakhotha-pallava-anguli 

dharini. (38.85)

(iii) Samad' aiUkula-udgita~sila~kusum 

samcayaih (36.107)

1. Nilamadhav sen. The vocabulary of the Eamagrfa 
?AK, Mo.5, 1957
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.Civ) Akhila-mahi vyoma^jala -agni-pavana-
atmakam (185*41)

(v) Deva-rsi"siddha-gandhari&.a yogi"Isvara -
nisevitam (124.155)

V

(vi) Hari-hhakta-atma'^a -dvesa " kalusikrfea —
manasa (149*5)

(vii) __ — i __Nana"janma-arjita-asesa"papa-ksaya"~
vidhayinam I (155*27)

(viii) V ima lar-salila -dliara- ntpa t a~namra "utpala-
agra (56*79)

(ix) Surabhi-kusuma-renu “klrpta-plata-sarva -
anga —sobha (56*79) , n

(c) Compounds with six stems :

(i) _ — . V \ —-Nana puspa ra ^ a-sugandhi-pavana-prahradani
(156.80) "

(ii) Nasa-agra -dattd aksi-prakasa Prasannah.
(110.49)

(iii) Deva- dana\fa gandha&a yaksa* vidyadhara
uragaih. (51*45)



(d) Compounds with 'a* akacagrahanat, 
asapat (52.55)» aslmantam (67*50), 
asaptamanb (42.1), abadhasu (221.57) 
araktaksam<jf (50.49), abhutasam pla^Eam 
(150.8), anagna drasanafc, (151.4)

(.6) REffEAINS

The Br.P. contains some pada which are 
of the nature of refrains, i.e. the same line is 
repeated many a times either in order to eulogise 
some one or in order to pray some Cod, or to serve 
some other purpose. Some of them are :

*s,Frthurejfa namaskaryah (4,116-121)
Adirajo namaskaryah (4.116.121)

Trahi mam purus,ottama (1.55)

Tatphslam krsqamalokya Manchastham Labhate
SFarah, l (65.60-75)

Drstva naro labhetkrsnam tatphalam Daksinamukham 
(165.84-99)



Tatha samastfctlrthanam Vasistham< /

purusottamam (60.12-45)

Somesvaram tam saranam vra3 ami 1(150.15-21)

HarastatpfaaleWnotl testy. krtmam 

pranamya cal (157*42-50)

fatphalam satatam tatra prapnuvanti 
man&Esinah I (177*12.14)

Te marah svargagaminalj. * (224,10)

lam raj anparayamasi) (120.9-14)

(7) REPETITIONS

As t£e puranas were recited orally, some

padas and phrases were repeated. Sometimes, one

and the same word was repeated many a time, and thus

generally happened in long prayers. Some of the instances

of repetitions from the Br.P. are :-

, . ta
il) Tatph^m satatam tatra prapmrvantx

manisi3j.ah (177.13-14)

(ii) Tatphalam labhate tatra pratyaham 
prayata^ sucih (177*14-15)
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(iii)

(iv)

(▼)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

(xi)

(xii)

(xiii)

Adyapi ns nivartante samudrebhyah
_ i _iva pagab. (5*19*25)

- , ? , - - -Tairiyam prthiSf isarva saptadvipa
sapattana l
Ysthapraiiesamadyapi dharmena 
pratipa^yate I \
(4.15, 12.20,21)

\San me earanyan saranam bbavetam | 
(104.6,8)

Anngaecbasva mam \ (7*6,10)

Ilbalah svasipfastatbs | (3*75,88) 

Sena tvam nimantritah 40.97-99) 

Eajanam sobbyasecayat l(4.11«r14) 

Kimidam .mama samjatam\(108.46,47) 

Sapasa dharaye pra&ah I (141.1) 

Dharmame!fa param manyej (1t?0.39-45) 

Tina pntrena rs^endra^(104.10,12)



(xiv) Pufcra eva paro loke^ (104.11,12)

(xv) Dbarme vafddbim kuru stbiravf (80.43,47)

(xvi) Kim mam bhawana dasyasi* (83*26,27)

(xvii) Tamab prayadathamavat 1(122.9»10»12)

(xviii) Prasida (155*18-23)

(xix) Tvadg^tah (125.23-24)

(xx) Pabi (124.94-98)

(xxi) Cakara (140.14-17)

(xxii) Yatrabamasmi tatraite na tistbanti
f i

kadacana ' (137*6,7)

(xxiii) Ankama rc^hum arbasi (154.5>7)

(8) IDIOMS

CD Jfa&ca karya vicarana (92.41),(96.28)

(iv.41)

(ii) Varta^syesam na kartafcya (94.40)

(iii) esa dbarmah sanatepa (10.35)



(iv) Putake putake madhu (iv*59)
' ' « * •

* - ,(v) Ha sakyo vistaro vaktum varsasatairapi
1 I I

(v.3)
(vi) Ha sakyate natastesain vai vaktum 

varsasatairapi)(5.57)

(vii) Kalena himsayamasa (12.11)

(viii) Manaryakam krthah. 1(17*36)

(ix) Samayam karayamc^kre (17.4)

(x) Ma tebbudbMdhiranyat ha (35*19)

(xi) Jaaubhyain avanlm gattra (39*97)

(xii) antastasya nu vidyate (44.7)

(xiii) Marane matim kurvate sma (86.6)

(xiv) Tridivam yayau (4.51)

(xv) Khamutpeturatkah. pranah (17*1) “
Pranapal^kheru ud"4gayun -» OfA C*

* * *

(xvi) lurdhagesu nijfagraha (6*33)

(xvii) Murdkna nipatye (56.61)



(xviii)

(xx)

(xxi)

(xxii)

(xxiii)

(xxiv)

lahim nipatya (59.15)

Yadbhavyam tadbhavisyati (165.26)

Tvayi drste visesatah (110.18)
Gust Tama dekhe visesa 

— #
IMurdhni silata patayeyam (169.32)

Pasyati caksnsa (89*21) Goj. 
dola kadhavaf ' •

TrATA«u1\'\9-^
Pand. itdl^a^siyan (70,28)

(9) CASES PROBLEMATIC 10 THE EDITOR

In the Br.P. there are many instances 
which are problematic to the editor of the An.ed 
and these instances are followed by a mark of 
interrogation. They are as follows :~

Vyajayata (3.33)

Antardhaaameva ca (5*105)

Partksitasya ha (12.10)

tamudvahat (13*37)



Krt adarah. (15 • 6 )

Kuvayam (20.27)

Matritlrham (25.39)
\
Satakim (25.52)

*

Sahasrikam (25*52)

Kanyasamvetyam (25*72)

Niscivaprabhavam (25.72)

Aurvis itartbam (25.75)
\Sttbbam (31*19)

Sopyuktva (33*26)

Gogarga (40.75)

Vrsangarambbah (40.81) 

Devendrasyeva (47*51) 

Dhanadhanyasamanvitam (47*98) 

Tasamatyaih. (55.14)
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Funarjapet (59*12)

Devatastriyab (81.4)

Sobbistha (82*4)

Vrsakapim (84.19)

PuritsT (86.11)

Sarvasa (86.15)

Balias tat ra snrauaha bhitva deham 

p-uramama (106.40)

Atraste rasamuprs&am ta&akrsya sar<£ratah 

rasans (106.45)

Tathaiva laksmanasyapi Bharatasyanujasya 

ca (125*104)

Mabimna (155*11)

Abbyetya (154,27)

Bhavasya (157*25)

Mahitale (.159*28)

Akalpayaai (161.53)



Garhapatyosya (161 #2)

Jatave&asi (173*30) 

Mukti&asea (173*30) 

Bbaktitali (175*61) 

Hasamucchaih (191*27) 

Sadhuvahiskrto yah (191*31)
► I

Xtffirayan (219*57)

Prapitamahastatiieti (219*75)

Pavitrakan (219*61)

Fnavatarpayan (219*83)

Pau x’|3 ns b a s e su (220.11)

Vaaahstarn ca (220.191)

Bahiskantarite (223*5-7)

Saptamaiiabudclhih (232.29)

Isradhipa ( 242.49)

Puranesya Utah. (245.25)
* ♦



The above analysis clearly shows that
_the language of the puranis which bear similarities 

.with the epic st^le comes between the language
of the Vedas and the language of the classical 
Sanskrit. Some Brahmanical expletives like tu 
(7.19, 74.53), ha (7.28, 4.44, 7.1?, 28), va 
(4.39, 64.91), vai (4.41, 64, 91), Bata (35.38) 
uta (39.33, 152.34) and kila (208.42) 203.102,
228.25, 135*3) are also used here. As the pursnss 
followed oral tradition, the paninian rules were 
sometimes not observed taken a purana reciter wanted 
to impress the masses, he did not wait to scrutinize 
whether the words that flowed naturally from his mouth 
observed the paninian rules or not. Sometime^ memory 
failed and therefore the same padas were repeated. 
Again, the numerous instances of hiatus between the 
padas provided by the puraiias indicate that the oral 
tradition was in vogue. Common phrases like
*vistere:£a kirtaya* etc. were used to direct the

%

attention of the masses. The repetitions like 
gataste gatah gatah, ^agatya* gatya (169*14), gaccha 
gaccha' (129*41), were employed to show emphasis.

There are some phrases which are alliterativ^ 
Ea^anam lokadravanam, Akrurah krur^hradayah (the
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pun on words is noteworthy) u^atadbhil^ patadbhi-fri

(39.74)

Further, though the whole Brahmapur'Sna
«

is in Terse, a portion of it is in prose. It is 
said that 'Gadyapriya ki devaty and therefore 

other puranallike Bhagavata, Devi bhagvata and 

siva too contain portions in prose. Thus, in the 

Br.P, An ed, 4td|j. 165, the portion from ’Jaya Jaya 
Lokapjztela’ upto • kalusahara • fin the prose.

Again, the Br.P. has directly taken some

verses from the %. veda. Thus, Br.P. 174.14=Rv.
fW.

9.114.3, 174.15* Ev. 9.114.4, 174.16*9.114.2,
W*

174.17* 9.112.3
f

Another remarkable characteristic of the 

puranie style is the secondary importance attached 

to main roots. Thus, we see that the roots showing 

the main action, though capable enough by themselves 

to show the sense are not used alone but other 

secondary roots are attached to them. Thus, the 

main roots are dying out and the secondary roots 

gain prominence. The Br.P,. also furnishes many 

instances of the above style. Some of them are 

as follows



Hrste babhuvah (41.4),KOham gacchanti
* - * im(41*35)* Snanoia karayitva (41.61), Vab^tamarhaei

i
(41-8), Srotumicchamehe (41.8)* Vlsmayara Gatah

(44.53) , nivasamakarot (44.54), Vinssaraabhyeti

(45.54) , Pradaksini k^ta (45.56), Pranamamakarot
(45.68). Kartuin skknomi (47.20), (45*73)* ystnaia

karisyami (46.28), Prarembbsmakarot (4?,1), Kudam

lebbe (47*74)dnta babhuva (48.4), Dasatain Gatah

(49.38), daridratvaa gatah (49.38) Irvaratva® gatah

(49.38), Svamitvam gatah (49*38), mptlra yata (94.3?)*

Stritim karotu (110.142), Sukham cakre (166.9), Nrtyara

Cakrbh (15?*?6), Gitaa cakruh (157*16), nlrvighnatsm 
* « *

cakera (114.118), Chedanam cakre (89.42), krtakrtyatam 

praptah (122.46), bhasmi karoti (140.13), puriip eakara 

(140.14,15) etc.


