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CHAPTER: IT

HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL
DATA

Here in this chapter historical as well as geogra
phical references occuring in this Campu are dealt with 
for discussion. In one way or the other history, geogra
phy and society have influenced our poet most. Thus Yis- 
vagunadarsacampu is more important from these points of 
view. The picture of the society depicted in this work 

provides a good data for cultural as well as critical 

study.
H 1st°rical_data:-

Fo doubt such historical references are few in nu

mber. The kingdoms of Cola, Fayaka, Pandya, Yavana etc. 
are referred to. Maharastrian and Mohamedan warriors are

j —praised most. People like Saka, Huna, Yavana, Turuska, 
Hleeeha etc. are also mentioned often. People seems to 
be well acquainted with the foreign languages like Yavani 

and regional languages like Dravida i.e. Tamil which took 
prominant place with the course of time.
Cola (v.146,446,454,455,507, pr.193):

This word is generally used to denote the region 
as well,as the people belonged to it. Colas ruled over 
South India which is distinguished from the plateau of
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the Daecan, for which it is seperated by the Krsna and

Tuiigabhadra rivers, during fourth to eighth century A .D.

Hiuen Tsang knew it as a small territary, nearly co-inci-

ding with the Cuddapati District but not as the expanded
1

kingdom to the south. Colas are mentioned in the Sangama

age ( 200 B.C.). They ruled the Cola country from ninth
2

century A.D. and were over thrown in 1310 A.D.. General

tradition recognizes the existence of three kingdoms, and

only three, in the Tamil country namely Pandya, Cola and 
3

Gera or Kerala. According to the generally accepted tra

ditions, the Cola country or Goromandala was bounded no

rth by the river Pennar, and on the southern by the river 

Yellaru; or, in other words, it was extended from Ifellore 

to pudikottai on the eastern coast where it abutted on 

the Pandya territory. On the west it extended to the bo

arders of Ooorga. Thus this limits include Madras, seve-
4

ral British districts and greater part of Mysore state.
»

Here in this work our poet Yenkatadhvarin descri

bes the country as shining with the sacred places, the
/

middle part of the country full of Saivite temples and 

possessing very enchanting natural scenery. The trees 

like mango, kramuka, coconut, punnaga and the creepers

1. Smith Y.A., The Early History of India, pp.465.
2. Majumdara R.C., Ancient India, pp.403-409.
3. Smith Y.A., op.cit., pp.464-
4. Ibid pp.465.
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like Fagavallj. (v,446-449) . Many people were used to per

form the sacrifices like Jyotistoma, Ukthya, Aptoryama, 
Sodasi, Yajapeya etc. Of course here also people became 
careless in observing the ritual performances with the 
course of time (v.450-453). The ladies of this country 
generally never use..blouse ( v.454-455). The ladies of 

this country gather to sing the songs in praise of Kama- 

deva or Cupid, god of love at the occasion of the first 
menstruation of a lady. This is a very strange custom 
found no where (v.456 & 458.). The ladies are described 

as pure and sxkx expert in the amorous sports (v.458) .
Nay aka:

One cannot say definitely that the poet Yenkatadh-r 
varin has used the word 'Fayaka* to refer to the famous 
rulers of South India. But as Yenkatadhvarin often usee 
puns, so the use of the word 'Fayaka' may be understood 
to suggest the Fayaka rulers of South India. Fayaka and 
Ranganayaka are the names of lord Yisnu at sriranganagari 

or Srirangapattam as well as the Fayaka rulers of the 
time (v.408-409). Among such Fayaka rulers of Madura 

the names of Krishnappa. II ( 1595-1600 A.D.),-Krishnappa 
III (1601—1609), Yirappa il (1609—1623) seem worthy to 

be noted. The Nayaka king .named Tirumala Fayaka (1623- 
1659 A.D.) cultivated relations with foreigners like 
Butch and Portuguese. It is also interesting to note 
that the contemporary and co-student of our poet, Fila- 
kahtha Diksita, a famous poet and an author of Filakantha-
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5

vijayacampu was his minister. At T'anjore also Fayakas
ruled at least sinoe 1541 A.D. Raghunatha (1600-1633)
and Yijayaraghava (1634-1673) might be contemporaries

of the poet Yenkatadhvarin. Then the weak rulers of Ta-
3ore could not save it from the different powerful opp-

6
onents like Muslims and Europeans.

Panama:

Pandya country is praised by the poet Yenkatadhva-
rin ( v.507 ). It is said to be full of Smartas and the

/ _followers of Saivism. The word 'Pandya' is used for the 

country as well as the people thereof. Pandya kingdom
again came into existence in the sixth century A.D. But

7 - *it declined in the tenth century. I116 Panda kingdom, as 
defined by the tradition,,extended north to south from
the southern Vellaru river ( Pudukottai ) to Capecomorine

and east and west from the Coromandal coast to the great

high way, A Chchhankovil pass leading into Southern Ke-
!

rala, or Iravanacore. Thus Pandya kingdom was nearly co

existing districts of Madura and linnevelly, with the

part of a Iravanacore in which Oapacomorine is now in - 
8

eluded.

5. K.A.Hilakantha Shastri, History of South India, pp.139

6. Ibid pp.140.
7. Majumdar R.C., op.eit., pp.399-

8. Smith Y.A., op.eit., pp.464.
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Pallava:

In the description of Srirangana~gari the poet co

ndemns the Pallava or viciously sensual person who enga
ges himself in the affairs with courtizans or other la
dies. Ee does not use his wealth to patronize the learn
ed person. Here the name is not used directly to fefer 
to the king . According to the historical account the

Pallava dynasty reigned at Conjeevaram from fifth to the
9

ninth cetury A.D. The Cola kings threw them away. So the 

existence of Pallava king is not possible. The poet might 
have referred to some person belonged to Pallava race.

Foreigners who came to India in ancient time and 
medieval period or modern period are also mentioned.
Some names of such foreigners are not used in true sense.
Generally they are used as they were current. Yavana,
/
Saka, Turuska and Mleoeha are used in the sense of Mus-

*

lim people, while the word ’Huna' is used for the Euro

pean people particularly for the English people.
Huna:7

Originally they belong to the Central Asia and are 
10

Indo-Scythians. They came in India during the reign of

9. Majumdar R.C., op.cit., pp. 595-398.



127
of this settlement. When he speaks of their insult to 
the Brahmanas, the poet is certainly thinking of the 
activities of Christian missionaries who were engaged in 
criticising Hinduism. In the eulogy of the English coming

t _from Yisvavasu's mouth, the feeling of security which pe
ople had after the troublous Muslim times of wars-is ap
parent.....  the poet mentions that the English did not
forcibly and unlawfully rob othersi of their possessions. 
The. reference to their administration of justice is to
the Choultry court and the Mayor’s court of those days 

17in the port....:.” The Portuguese came in 1498 A.D. and 
were settled in South India. The Prench people came late 
in 1664 A.D. and were settled in Karnataka, pulicat or

* 9

Pralayakaveri where the poet Yenkatadhvarin was patroni
zed, was also selected for the settlement by the foreign- 

18
ers such as Dutch. So our poet might have known them all 
personally during his stay at Pulicat. But the reference
to Huna in the description of Madras is, no doubt, in the

*

sense of the English people. He points out the vices like 
pitilessness, cruelty, unholiness etc. At the same time 
he praises their virtues like non-snatching of wealth be
longed to others ( which was not found in Muslims ), sp
eaking of truth, punishment to the defaulters etc.

17. Dr.Y.Raghavan, notices of Madras in two Sanskrit works, Madras Tereentary Yolume (1939), p.108.
18. Dr. Saletore B.A., The Social & Political Life in the Yijayanagara Empire, Yol.II (A.D. 1346-1641),pp. 78, 

79,208,399.
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Mleccha:- '

The word •Mleccha* seems to be used for non-Aryan

people. Manu finds non-observation of four-fold class
19

system by the such out-caste people. Yisnupurana also 
2(3 ...

opines so. John Dowson takes the term 'Mleccha'' denoting
21 •

the barbarians and the people not of Aryan race. Venkata-
»

dhvarin terms it for Mohamedan and other untouchable pe- 
22

opie.
t

Saka
/

Sakas, the native of the central Asia, accompanied

by the cognate tribes, were forced to move in southernly

direction. In the course of time they entered India from
23

the north possibly by more than one roads during 200 B.C.

This was the same nomadic tribe which lived on the bank

of the river Jaxartes or Syr Donia. From there they moved
24

to Baetria and proceeded south eastward and entered India 

in Mathura, Taksasila and Kathiawad peninsula.

Yenkatadhvarin has used this term for the foreign

ers who do not believe in caste system and Samskaras. Wi

lson says, » These people the Sakai and Sacae of classical

19. MS.II.23;X.57.,
20. -hj

............................... i;
quoted In MS edited by Sastun Sahityavardhaka Karyilaya , 
p * i xn *

21. CD, p. 209; ;GAI pp. 76,95,219.
22. Yis. v.90.
23. Smith V.A., op.cit., p.240.
24* Majumdar R.C., op.-; cit., pp. 120, 122.
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writers, the Indo-Scythians of Ptolemy, extended, about
the commencement of our era, along the West o.f India,
from the Hindu ICoh to the mouths of the Indus.” They were
probably Turk or Tatar tribes.... defeated by the king

,25
Yikramaditya of Uj.iayini who was known as Sakari.
Turuska (v.96, p.61, v.162,165, 164):-

26
A tribe of Turky may be a tribe of Turuska or Tuk-

27
haras or people belonging to Tukharistan. The substitut-

23
ion of the Hunas by the Turuskas is interesting to note.
They settled on the bank of the river Vamksu in the no- 
29 _
rth.Agoording to the Yamanapurana and Garudapurapa Turu-30 '
skas were in north of Kurmadvlpa. Some Turkish forces of 
Turuskas or the Turkish Musalamans were the rulers of Si
ndh during the period of the later half of the ninth ce-

31
ntury A.3). So they appear to be no other than Turkish

32 , 
Musalamans. Shri B.G-.-Yogi, a commentator of Visvagunada-
rsacampu takes this term ’Turuska’ for ’Tarakada’ of 
Marathi. In this same sense this word is used for Musl
ims. S© Turuska is the term which can be applied to Mu
slims easily. Our poet attributed the vice like drinking
25. Oh ,p.273.
26. Smith V.A., op.cit., p.264.
27. OD, p.323.
28 & 29. GAL P.7.
30. Ibid p.20.
31. Majumdar R.C., op.cit., pp.284,292.
32. GAL p.7.
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of wine, kidnapping of the ladies of others, and conde
mning of the Vedas to them. But he admired their spirit 
on the battle field to fight furiously in order to dri
ve away their enemies or to kill them or to be killed by 
their enemies. Consequently no Aryan king hared to face 
them on the battle field (v.163,164).
Yavana (v.91,97,136,141, pr.60, v.162-164):-

Along with the Turuskas the poet has often menti
oned the name of Yavanas. The word Yavana generally de-

33
notes Greeks or the Ionian people. Padaprakasa mistakes

34
it for Tu-Huruskaraha (Sic.-Turuskahs). Panini speaks of

the writing of the Yavanas who were the descendants of
Turvasu according to the Puranas. Most probably the Bac-
trian Greeks are intended by this term. The Puranas cha-

35
racterise them ’wise and eminently brave.’ Their associ
ation with the Aryan seems to be from the very ancient
time. But they came in direct contact by the invasion of

36
Alekzander the great in 327 B.C. In the later age they

/were encountered by Pusyamitra Sunga on the Indus. In 
the modern times the term seems to be applied for the 
Mohammedans. The poet has attributed all the vices and

/

virtues found in Turuskas to them.

33. GA1 pp.24,43.
34. Ibid-p.252.
35. CD p.376.
36. Majumdar R.C., op.cit., p. 117.
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In addition to the mention of several bribes the. 

poet has referred to some historical facts shown below:
1. In the description of Kasi the poet mentions the co
lony of the Muslims established after the invansion of

37
Shihabuddin Ghori Gazanavi in the 12th century A.D.

38
(1193 A.D.). Aurangazib also looted it. Nando Lai Dey

39
mentions their locality which our poet intended to des
cribe.
2. Brahmins were employed in the royal services. As a 
result they did not care for the Vedic religion and the 
untouchability (v.38-91) .
3. Maharastra supplied warriors to protect the Hindu re-

« t

ligion from the Mohammedan invaders and the rulers of 
his time.axs They are highly appreciated by the poet in
the description of Maharastra (v.141). Maharastrian bra-

* * * ¥

hmins were employed in the royal services as accountants 
(v.133,136,137). They preferred to learn Tavani language 
or Urdu or Persian in order to get employment easily in 
royal services (v.134). Such people were rather more ca
reless in following the Vedic religion (v.138). The Mah
arastrian warriors were often in opposition with the Mo
hammedan rulers of the time (v.145). All the references
37. lane Poole, Medieaval India "under the Mohammedan 

rule, p.66; O, GD p.24-
38. Vidyadhara Mahajana : Bharata 1526 se age; Chhotubh- 

ai Nay aka, Madhyayugin Bharata, p.131.
39. GAL p.94.
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directly imply the impression of EaharastrIans' enmity 
with Aurangazib under the leadership of ghivaji Maharaja 
who tried to protect Hindu religion by all means. This 
description is more important from the point of view to 
fix up the date of our poet also.
4- In Andhra des^avarnana (nr.60 & v.162) our versatile

* '

poet Venkatadhvarin shows that Andhra regi,on was fully
•*

occupied by the Xavanas rather the Muslims virho used to 
drink wine, kidnap the ladies of others and condemned 
the sacred books like Yedas, fight very furiously on 
the battle field and die there without flying away from
the battle field (v.163,164). They defeated many Aryan

\

kings who were forced to take a straw in mouth to seek 
shelter (v.163). This whole picture directly gives the 
expansion of the empire or the kingdom of Aurangazib.
5. In Kasivarnana the poet has taken a notice of such ex
pansion of the Mogul empire as a result of which Xavanas 
or Mohammedans got spreaded from Himalaya to Ramesvara
or Setu (built by Rama). This reference is also important 
as it refers to the expansion of the kingdom of Auranga
zib. In the beginning of the seventeenth century A.I). and 
the first quarter of it the Mogul empire was expanded from 
Kasmira, Kabula and hehli to Rajaputana, Malava., Gujarat 
in west upto Ahamadnagar, Bijapura, Golakonda etc. in 
the south, and Bengal in the east.
6. The king of Andhra was famous for his alms and for pa
tronising the learneds (v.157).

Thus Vis. is very important from the historical
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point of view.

o
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Ge ographie al_ dat a:

Here in tills Oampu the names of some countries 

are mentioned. Some rivers as well as cities are also 

described. Some mountains and the sacred hills are also 

referred to. Our celebrated poet seems to be interested 

in describing the sacred places whether they may be mo

untains, hills, rivers, cities, villages, ponds or tanks 

whatsoever they may be.

let us start with the names of the countries or 

different regions of India referred to:

Anga:

Nothing is found except mentioning of the name of 

the country and its people. Anga country was once a cen

tre of education (v.99,146). It was a Janapada of ancient 

India. It is referred to in the Atharvaveda. It i.s to the 

easx of Mokamahspur and west of Mahendragiri, bounded by

the river Ganges in the north and the Ra.imahal hills in 
40

the south.

According to SKT it is extended from Vaidyanatha 

upto Bhuvanesvara. Vaidyanatha is no doubt the same as 

Baidyanatha in Santal Paragan District, very near to the 

southern frontears of the Monghyr and Bhagalapur Distri

cts in Bihar. Bhuvanesvara reminds us the Bhuvanesvara
41

in the Puri District of Orissa.

40 . GP. pp. 20,1 30 . 
41. GAM. DP- 74,33.
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Our poet might mot have referred to ancient Anga

comprising the present Moghyr and Bhagalapur Districts

of Bihar excluding the parts lying to the north of the 
42

Ganges. According to the verse ascribed to Adipurina

this country was prohibited to enter except for the
43 t

purpose of pilgrimage. According to Zimmer Anga s' were
/settled on the rivers Sona and Ganges in later times

but their early seat was presumably there also. Pargiter

regards them as the non-Aryan people that came over by
44

sea'to eastern India.

Anga was so named because the Cupid god tried to
/ .45

seek shelter to save himself from the lord Sankara. It

was the capital of Romapada of the Ramayana and Kama
46 '

of the llahabharata. It is a country of Bengal proper
47

about Bhagalapur.

Andhra (v. 153) :

The poet Venkatadhvarin has praised this country 

much. Here in this country four-fold class system was 

maintained properly. This region was watered by the ri- 

ers Godavari and Krisna. This country seems to him most 

prosperous. The poet has devoted the whole chapter to
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describe this country and its people. Mohammedans seem
to have occupied the major part of this country as they
extended their kingdom southward conqerring the Yijaya-
nagar kingdom and so on as history mentions.

This country, the region between the rivers Godav-
ar.r and Krisna also extended upto their vallies and the
foot of the plateau. This location is associated with the 

48
Andhra tribe. Yamanapurana informs about the Turuskas

49and Andhras. The people of this region, originally appear
to have spreaded over large parts of the central and no- 

50
rthern Dacean. SET knows it as Telangana extended from
S^isaila upto the middle of the distance between the

same and Colas or the country related to the Telugu sp- 
51

eaking people. Y.A.Smith holds the view that the Puli-
ndas of this region, progenitors of the Telugu speaking

52
people had occupied this country. According to Anargha-

55
raghava the river Saptagodavari passes through it.
Cola;

The whole chapter is dedicated to describe this 
country (v.146,446,451,454,455,456,465,50?,pr.193). The 
river Eaveri passes through this country fv.448). The

48. GP. pp. 156-157.
49. Ibid p.7.
50. GAM• p•31•
51. Ibid p.88.
52. GAL• p.140.
53. GT». p-7.
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trees like Fagavalli, Kramuka, Narikela, Sahakara, Punn- 
aga etc. are very common. The four-fold class system was 
observed strictly. Many sacrifices like Jyotistoma, Ya- 
japeya, Aptoryama, Sodasi, Atiratra etc. were performed. 
The people of this region lead their life according to 
the Yedic injunctions and rules laid down by Pharmasastra. 
Usually the ladies of this country do not wear blouse.
The poec refers to the several customs flourished there.
The poet .praises the chastity of the ladies of this co-

/

untry. Here Saivites as well as Vaisnavites live togeth
er. He seems to refer to the famous shrine of Brhadisva- 
ra at Tanjore (v.446). But he does not mention it direc
tly.

The Cola country was extended along the Coromandal 
coastal plain from Tirupati to Puddukottai, where it ab
utted on the pan^ya territory. Its core was the middle
of the Kaverx basin with Karur and Tiruchirapalli as its 

54
main centres. The Colas lived about Tanjavur and Trichi-

55rapalli districts of Madras state. SKT knows it as lying
between Dravida and Teiangana, the country of the lamba- 

56
karnas. This is Soramandala streched along the eastern 
coast from the river Pennar to iks Yellor and in the

54. G-P. pp.156, 172.
55r GAM. p.29.
56. Ibid pp.76,92.
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west reaching about the boarders of Coorg. Thus it in

cludes the modern districts oi Trichinopalli and Tanjore
57

and part of Puddukottai state. Cola is same as Sora in
58

Tamil, and is probably identical with Sore of Ptolemy. 

This is a country known as Dravida by Padmapurana, bou

nded on the north by the river Pinakini or southern Pe- 

nnar, and on the west by Coorg, including the country of

Tanjore i.e. from Nellore to puddukottai. Its capitals 
_ - 59

were Uraiyar, Kanci, and Tanjore time to time. Thus
60

this is Colamandala or Coromandal.

Praviaa;

Yenkatadhvarin refers to it as the country and its 

people and also a language or literature. Agastya was
t

the first grammarian of Dravida language. Muni Sathakopa 

also gave a good contribution to it. Ramanuja cult of 

Vaisnavism is divided in two sects due to this language 

also. Draviddan people are more faithful to the Yedic 

path.

This Dravida country is the part of the Paccan from 

Madras to Seringapattam and Cape, Comorin; the country

57. K.A.Nilakantha Shastri, The Colas, eh.II, p.22.
58. GAP. p.148.
59. GD. p.51.
60. CD. p.73.
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61

south of the river Perniar or rather Tirupati. Mami as4
62

Hand! knew its capital Kaneipuram well. It was also ca~ 
63

lied Cola. At the time of Mhh. its boundary was the Go

davari. It is a name of the people of South India i.e. 
Pane a Iravida. But it is a name of the country of Tamil

64
speaking people, extending from Madras to Cape Comorine.

65
It is mentioned by Mbh. and Bha. also.

Gau da:

Gauda is referred to here as an educational centre 
(v.99). The pilgrims of this country as of the other co

untries were travelling throughout the whole India part
icularly through Maharastra as referred to here (v.146). 

We know that the name Gauda, originally that name
of a part of Bengal, was often used to indicate all the

66
countries of Eastern India. SKI knows it as extended

. 1from the Vanga country upto Bhuvanesvara in Orissa. In 
modern times it implies the whole Bengali speaking reg

ion. However, originally, the country comprises the pre

sent Murshidabad district with the exclusion of the sou
thernmost part. According to Bhavisyapurana it lies bet

ween the river Padma and Yardhamana district and forms

61. J.R.A.S., 1846, p.15.
62. hzSzM.?; ; Das. ch.VI; GD. p.57.
63. Padmapurana Adi. VI.
64. Sabdakalpadruma quotes a verse from Skandapurana,'in 

support of this view. Also CD. p.97.
65 . Mbh.IY. 118;Bag.IV. 23.30 ;Yll.47;VIII. 24.1 3; IX.11.2;

X.79.3; XI.5.39 etc.
66. GAM. p.16.
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67

a part of Pundra. SET rightly knows it as western Bengal.

Muslim historians have used this word for the whole Be-
68

ngal as Gauda-Bengal. The term Gauda seems to he appli
ed to the whole north India or Pancagaudas according to

/ 69the verse from Skandapurana quoted by Sabdakalpadruma.
According to General Cunnigham Bttara Kosala was'also ca- 

70
lied Gauda. Padmapurana enumerates some another Gauda

. - 7i__
situated on the bank of the river Kaveri. But generally

72
Gauda is the name of the Central Bengal.
Gur jarades^a:

The poet has devoted the whole chapter to describe 

this country. The poet knows it as the prosperous one.
The people of this region are very much interested in 
commerce than in their wives. They are used to take betel- 
leaves often, as they are habituated. The Gujarati ladies 
are beautiful and interested in amorous sports with their 
husbands.

The description of this country seems asif the poet 
has not seen it but heard from others or we may call -it 
as described on the general impression of the Gujarati
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people, famous as merchants and the ladies of this cou
ntry famous for their "beauty. This can easily "be proved 
from the order of the descriptions.

The description of Gurjaradesa comes after the de
scription of Jagannathaksetra or Jagannathapuri situated 
near the hay of Bengal and before the description of
Yamuna rather Vrndavana which is followed by the des-

»

cription of Maharastra. How this flight is convincing to 
us? It will be too odd way to fly to Yamuna rather Vrnda
vana through Gujarata from Puri. This Yamuna cannot be

_ 2.3 ,the river Tapti which is known as Yamuna to Trikandasesa 
as the some sports ox lord Krsna with the cox#ierd maids 
and Radh"a are described there. One more point is that 
the poet describes Badarikasrama, Jagannathapuri and Ra- 
mesvara but it is strange that he does not even mention 
Dvaraka*, one of the four most religious centres. Bya’rafe 

must be famous as the sacred centre at least after the
/_ rtenth century after the foundation of the Saradap*Itha,

which was originally a Yaisnava religious centre. Tt is
* *

much surprising to us why the poet- forgot it. As a re
sult we can come to the conclusion that the geographical 
knowledge of the poet may be limited upto vSouth India. 
This also can be asserted from the chart of the celest
ial travel of the two Gandharvas shown in the map of

75. i . IIC., p.91.
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India. Thus this is the asserted truth that Gujarat was 

not personally seen by the poet.

The boundaries of Gujarat seem to have changed 

from time to time. In Hiuen Tsanga’s time Aravalli regi

on occupying the western slopes of the main .Aravalli re-
74

gion or Aravalli range was known as Gujarat. According

to Paruka it was the name of ancient Rajaputana. The

name was also applied to the country north of Ajmer and 
75

Sambhar lake. D.C.Sircar says,” In the days of the early

Arab travellers, it was the name of Jodhapura region of

Rajasthana. It is a name derived from the people of that

name." Al-Biruni recognises it as including the former
76

Alwar and Bharatapur states in Eastern Rajasthana. It

was north of Valabhi and west of Ujjain. The people of

this region once dwelt in Punjab and migrated from there

to the peninsula of Kathiawad which is now known as Gu- 
' 77

jarat thenafter. Gambay was called Gujarat by the early 
73

English travellers.

Kalinga:

Tenkatadhvarin refers to the people of this country

74. GP. p.137-
75. Ane.Geo., 1924, p.358; GUI. p.160.
76. GUI. p. 161
77. GAL• p.248.
78. GD. pp. 72,73,235.
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with the other pilgrims of the other countries (v.146). 
His intention was not to give the geographical situation 
of this country.

The Kaliriga Janapada, one of the most famous and
well-known region famous in South Indian literature of 

78ancient time occupied the narrower eastern coastal plain
jSO _•of Mahanadi and the delta of the river C-odavari. Origin

ally it comprised the present Puri and Ganjam districts
81

of Orissa and adjoining regions. According to SKF it was 
extended east of Jagannatha as far as the hanks of the
river Krisna. Mbh. recognises Yaitarani river as the no-

• * “ ♦

rth-eastern boundary of it. Inscriptions of Ashoka and
82

Kharavela accept Puri-Outtack region as Kalinga. Accord
ing to the Puranas and Mbh. five brothers Anga, Yanga, 
Kalinga, Suhma and Pundra founded the kingdoms known
by their names. This is a country comprising of Puri, Cu-

83
ttack and Ganjam districts of Orissa. Baudhayana Dhaima-

84
sutra prohibites to travel through this country. Cunni- 
gharn and Rapson put it between the rivers Godavari and

75. GP., p.156.
80. Ibid
81. GAM., p.30 fn.
82. Ibid pp.74,84-85.
83. Ibid pp.135,141.
84. Ibid p.178.
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85 86

Maha. It is north, of Draviaa and south of Orissa. John
*

Dowson refers to another Kalinga along the Coromandala
87

coast, north of Madras.
Karnataka:
— — ~ —

o

The poet seems to he familiar with Karnataka (v. 2, 
146,165). Karnata or Karnataka was famous being associa
ted with the Yijayanagar empire. It is appreciated as an 
ear-ornament of the goddess Earth (v.165). In this coun
try every city has garden having fine flowery trees like 
Kramuka (v.166,167). Many fallowers of Yirasaivism are 
there (v.163). A famous shrine of Yadugiri or Melukote 
is in this country (v.17-1). Rajatapithapur is also in ti. 
this region (v.175). Rajatapithapur or Suvanuru was the 
birth place of Anandatirtha alias Madhvacarya (v.176).

According to 3KT this country is said to have ex
tended from Ramanatha upto Srirangam. Srirangam is opp
osite Tanjavur on the other side of the river Kaveri
near Mysore. While Rimanatha may be Ramanathapur in the

_ / —Madurai aistrictthe Ramesvara Tirtha near the junction
of the rivers Tunga and Bhadra or Ramanathapur former 

38 __
Ranad district. Ancient Karnataka may be Kannada speak-

* »

85. Majumdar R.G., op.cit., p.164; Anc.Geo. p.516.
36. G-D., p .85 .
87.,CD., p.144•
38. Bombay Gaz. Vol.l.pt.ll.pp.377,397.
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89

ing land. It was the name given to the region extended
by the Kanarise kings of Vijayanagar. The name Karnata-

90
ka was extended over a large part:of the Daccan. luring 
the period of our poet Karnataka was under the Fawab 
or the Mogul emporer Aurangazib. During the region of
Fawab Karnataka was given the designation of a part of91*
eastern coast. Vikramankadeva uses Kuntala and Karnataka 

92 93
as synonyms. Taratantra also opines so; Bga. mentions it

94
as a wide spread country or Dharmaksetra. The kingdom-95' _
of Yijayanagar was known as Karnataka. Karnatadesa is

* * • r

the name given to the country including Mysore, Goorg
9 6

and part of the Ceded districts. Sometimes Mysore was
97

also known as Karnataka.
0 «

Kanyakubja is referred to by the poet Yenkatadhva- 
rin as an educational centre (v.99).

98
It was known as Gadhipura, Kusasthala and Mahadeya. 

It is modern Kanauja, visited by the Chinese pilgrim 
Hiuen fsanga in the seventh century A.D. Harsavardhana

89. Yide GAM-, pp.89-90, 160.
90. Ibid pp.89-90.
91. Ibid p.69.
92. Ibid p.156.
9 3. IGI Yol.IV; also IGI vol.m p.377 ( 1886).
94. Bga.Y.6.7.
95. GAM., p.160.
96. J.R.A.S., 1912, p.482; G-D., p.94*
97. CD., p.151.
(jq , • Jar’Sxa ;I II 379 rf.
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was a sovereign of it. According to dim G-anges was on 

tiie western hide of Kanauja and in the east of it as Cu-
99

nnigham holds the view. It is on the west hank of Kali-

ndi, about six miles above its junction with the Ganges
100

in the Farrukabad district, united provinces. It was the 
101

capital of Pineala and Gadhiraja, and the birth place of 
102

Yisvamitra. Menu Lei ley ooints out another Kanyakubja

as the part of the Kaveri region, where Uragaour or Ura-
103

iyar, the capital of Pandya country is situated. The 

name seems to be derived from ' Kanyakub j a' which denotes 

the 1 humpbacked damsel.’ According to the legendary acc

ounts the hundred daughters of the king Kusanabha were

cursed and made croaked and humnbacked by Yayu for re-
104

fusing to cpmply with his licentious desires.

Kasmira:

The people of this country are referred to as pi

lgrims (v.146). Kasmira or Kasmira valley is drained by 
105 _

the river Jhelum. The Kasmiras are the people of the up-
106 „/ - 

per Yitasfa valley. SKT locates them in Kasmira which is
/

lying between Saradamatha and Kumkumadri and extending
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over fifty yojanas. The Kumkuma hill cannot be satisfact

orily identified but it may refer to Kumkuma or safron 

growing pleatau and Saradamatha is evidently modern Sa-

radi near the confluence of the Kishanaganga and Kanaka- 
10?tori rivers. The people of this region are known for th-

107(a)
eir handsomei appearance and fondness for learning.

Keka^a:

The people of this country are referred to as pi

lgrims (v.146).

According to Ramayana it was northern ancient king

dom and one of the sixteen Janapadas of a north-western
108

kingdom sitauated between the rivers Jhelum and Chenab.
109

or between Jhelum and Beas. SKT refers to it as situated

between Brahmaputra" and Eamarupa. But the ancient Kekaya

country seems to be in Parqaba to the east of G-andhara

or the Pesavar- Ravalapindi region. One more Kekaya cou-r

ntry is said to be in existence in the northern part of
110

Mysore in the fifth century A.33. The Kekaya country is

mentioned in Mbh. and Bga. and has been identified with
111

the present district of Shahapur in Pang aba. The Kekaya

107. gam., 2 pp.74,86.
107 (a). GAIi•, p.97; GD., p.95.
108. GP., pp.21,145,146.
109. GAM., p.52 fn.
110. Ibid pp.78,102; Sac.Sat., p.313ff.
111. Mbh. II.48.13;Yl.6l.'l2,*Vli.l9.7;Bga.X.2.3;75.12; 

84.55;86.20.



country is put by Rajasekhara in bis ICavyamimamsa in
>

the northern division of India along with the Sakas,
- 112

Hunas, Kambhojas, Yahlikas etc. Shri Fandu Lai hey pla-
113

ces it between the rivers Reas and Sutlej a.
Kerala:

Kerala people are mentioned as pilgrims visiting 
the sacred places in Maharastra (v.146).

The region is known as Btahakerala - a land of ex
treme heat, high humidity, lagoons, sandunes and greater
width of the low land..... The ttalabar coast down to the
southern most tip of the peninsula had always remained 
as independent territory isolated from the rest of India 
by virtue of its position between Ghats and sea. Ashoka
edict mentions it as an independent kingdom. Kerala of

114
the Puranas seems to be present Kerala state. The Keralas

115
lived in the Malayalam speaking area. SEE mentions two

!Keralas viz. Hamsakerala, the territory including Rames-
» /vara and the celebrated shrine of Yenkatesa or Tirupati 

rather old Dravida, and Sarvesakerala which is extended
ffrom Anantam sails or Anantasayanam which may refer to

112. GAL., p.98.
1 13. G3D. , p.98.
114. GP., p.153.
115. GAM., p.29 fn.
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Trivendrum upto the city of TJdupa orrUdupi or Subrahmanya 
116

ksetra. Kerala is the Kanarese form of Tamil ’Carala'and
*>

this country was called in ancient dayj; Oerata or 'Oera- 

ianaaua. Oeralam m.eans a mountain range. Thus Kerala me

ans the rugged region of the western Ghat a south of the 
117

Candragiii river. Thus it comprised Malbar, Travanacore 
1 18

and Kanara terminating Cape Comorine on the south and

Goa in the north. It is the county of flairs. According
119

to Rapson it is sometimes used as synonymcwith Chera. 

Kisakalpa^anadesa:

Venkatadhvarin refers to the region where the mo

nkey like people live (pr.75). This majr be referring to 

the region of KiskinYdha or Hampi and Hospet. The referee, 

nee after the description of Rarjatapithapur and the foll

owers of Madhvacarya and before the description of Yenka- 

tagiri or Tirupati may directly indiacate the mountain

eer people of low caste, uncivilized or barbarian. This 

cannot be the reference to the people of Yanavasi near 

Malabara coast.
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Igrims visiting the sacred places in Maharastra (v.146).

Usually the Kosala country approximately coinsided
v_with the Saju- Rapti doab. It had capitals of Ayodhya,

- / _
Saketa and Sravasti time to time. In the later time Eo-

sala janapada included the region of Gomati, G-aiiga'and
120

Sargu triangle and also Kasi kingdom. According to set 

Mahakosala country is placed to the south of Gokarnesa,
m

to the north of Aryavarta, to the west of Tairabhukti and 

to the east of llahapuri. A village'Gokarna is in Fepala - 

on Bhagamati. Aryavarta here does not seem of Manu but 

of fantra i.e. north of Yindhya, south of Himalaya, east 

of Pancala and west of Magadha. Mahapuri may refer to 

modern Delhi, a capital of the Mogul empire. The whole 

Kosala kingdom was divided in two i.e. Uttara and Daksina 

divided by the river Sarayu. Mahakosala seems to be refer

ring to the Daksina Kosala. At the sams time of Buddha 

or in the fifth or sixth century B.C. it was a powerful 1

kingdom but it was absorbed in the kingdom of Magadha la- 
1 21

teron about 300 B.C. This name was applied variously to

the other countries in east, in the south and in the Yi-
1 22

ndhya region of mountain.

The pilgrims of this country are referred to by the 

1 20 . GKP., o. 1 35 .
121. GAM-, p.7d,99; GAD., p.47; GD., p.103.
122. CD., p.159.
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poet (v.146).

This Janapada is located by General Ounnigham to 
the south of the river Ganges near Cunar. If it is cor
rect then the Kuntala Janapada could correspond to the
Mirazapura district of U.P. between the rivers Gang'S 

1,25
and Sona. In South India the Kuntala country mainly occ
upied the territories, the Hagani and the Hindri and co
incided with the 33ha.rawar, Bellary districts of modern
state of Mysore, and parts of Anantapura and Raichura

124 7districts of the modern state of indhrapradesa. Pargii-
er mentions three Euntalas viz. one in Deccan, the second
near Cunar'-to the south of Benares and third in the west.
SET indicated the third one which is placed between Eama-
giri and Dwaraka. This Shrikuntala is still unknown to
us. A famous Kuntala lies in the Kanarese area. Kuntala
and Karnataka are used as synonymous many times particu-

-125larly by Bilhana in Yikramankadevaearita. Galukyas seem ' 126 
to have extended it over Kannada speaking area. According
to some it is situated between the rivers Bhima and Yeda*
vati, comprising the Kanarese districts of Bembay, Madras
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and Mysore states, and also some part of Meharistra with 
127 _ _

Yidarbha. Markandeyapurana enumerated two countries of
this name viz. one in Fadhyades'a and another in Daksina 

128or South India.
Kuru:

The Kuru pilgrims are mentioned with the pilgrims 
from the other countries visi.ting the sacred places of 
Maharastra (v.146).

The land of the Kurus was originally the hinter 
land of Delhi west of Yamuna where they first settled. 
Later on they pushed the boundary towards the east acro
ss the river Yamuna" and the Doab of the river Ganges.
The Puranas mention Janapada which may be identified 
with the region bounded by the Ghaggar in the west, the
Ganges on the east and forest belts on the south as well 

129
as north. According to SKI the Kuru country was extended
from Hastinapura region and lay to the south of Eurukse-

130tra tract, with the Paneala lying in the east. According 
to Mbh. it is the country lying to the north and south of 
the rivers Drsadvati and Sarasvati respectively. Manu

127. GAL., pp.48-49.
128. GD. ,p 110
129. GP., p. 135 .
130. GAM., pp.79,102,103.
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131
also holds the same opinion. Manu calls it Brahmavarta.

Ancient literature mentions two Kurus rather two divisi-
132

ons of Kuru country viz. Uttarakuru and laksinakuru.

1 at a i

lata people are mentioned with the pilgrims from 

the other regions (v.146).

lata country seems to he placed to the west of 

Avanti and to the north-west of Yidarbha or Berar. The 

ancient lata country was the district between the lower 

Mahi and the river Tapti, which sometimes was extended 

beyond Mahi even. According to the Kamasutra it is to
. 131

the west of western Malava. Some take it including Kha-
t - 1 34 _

ndesa situated between the rivers Mahi and Kim or Tapti.
It was the name given to Gujarat, lying between the ri- 

1 35
vers Mahi and Kim. Shri Umashanker Joshi has tried to

find out the proper derivation of this word 'lata* by
136

referring to all the possible references.

Magadha:

The pilgrims of this regions with the pilgrims of 

the other countries (v.146).

131. GAM., pp. 102-103; MS. 11.1,7.
132. GAL., p.50; Mbh.II.83; GD., p.110.
133. GAM., pp.79,106.
134. Important Inscriptions from the Baroda state Yol.i. 

p.29; Cl. ,pl 17; GD., p.114.
135. Law B.C., Indological Studies pt.I.p.27; Tribes in 

ancient India, pp.351-353.
136. Purana man Gujarat ( Gujarat in the Puranas) pp.168-

176.
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Magadha is located on the south bank of the river 
137 ,

Ganges. SET describes it as extended from Kalesvara or
— ✓ t

Myasesvara as far as the Taptakunda. Ealesvara is cele

brated Kalabhairava of Benares. Taptakunda seems to re

fer to the hot springs like Sitakunda near Monghyr. An

cient Magadha country comprised of the Patna and Gaya
138

districts of South Bihar. Its western boundary was the 
1,39

river Sona. Thus it once extended from south of the ri

ver Ganges (Benares) to Monghyr and southward as far as 
140

Singbhuma.

Maharastra:
• *

Maharastra is described as heaven like country full 

of sweet water (v.132). In ancient time people of this 

country followed the four-fold class system and the Me

dic path. But in this Kali age they became affected by 

the crooked Kali (pr.43). The same faults can be found 

easily elsewhere (pr.54). Here also the religious people 

do not take food touched by others (v.242). The busy pe

ople of this country do not perform Sandhya at proper 

time. Brahmins serve as accountants (v.133) and cheat 

the people (v.137). Medic study was ignored (v.138). The

137. C-P., pp. 131,150.
1 38.. GAM., pp. 78,90-100; GAL., p.233; 01)., p.133.
139. GD., p.116.
140. Ibid
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143

Godavari and Krisna. Once it was synonymous with. Deccan.
/ _Its ancient name was Ismaka or Assaka at the time of p,u- 

144
adha. The circuit of this countary is said to be of 1000 
miles which rightly corresponds with' the area of which 
Malwa is on north, Kosala and Andhra on the east, Karn- 
ata on south and the sea on the west. The limiting poi
nts of the land are Daman and Yinogorla on the sea coast,
and Idalabad and Haidrabad inland, which give a circuit

145
of rather more than 1000 miles.
Maru:

Our poet did not refer to this region directly to 
describe( v.95,154). According to him it is deserted area 
which could be watered by the river like Ganges through 
irrigation (v.311).

146
This Maru or Marudvardhana is nothing but Marwar.

147
It was the ancient name of Rsg'aputana. It lies on the

148
route from Hastinapura to Dwaraka. formerly it was kn
own as Marusthala or Marusthali and Marwar is a currupt-

149
ion of Marusthala or Marusthana. Katyayana refers to it

1 50
as desert and abode of deach. It is a sandy region north

145. G.AL., pp. 171-172; Vam ana ch.13; GT)., p.118. 
144- GD., p.118.
145. Gunnigham, Anc.Geo., pp.466-467.
146. Bhavigyapurana (pratisarga) pt.III.ch.2.147. Mbh. 11.201.’
148. Mbh. Asva.33.
149. Tod's Rajasthana - Annals of Marawar, ch.1.
150. GD., p.127.
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of Abu. Nakula had conquered this country in his trip in
151

west. G-iranar stone inscription of Rudradaman also refers
152

to it.
Mithila:

It is referred to as an educational centre (v.99) 
as it is even today for Sanskrit.

Mithila or Vi deha kingdom or Janapada was in north
155.-of Ganga extended to its east from. Bandaka to the ELQsi.

SET knows it as fairabhukta or fairabhukti extending from 
the banks of Gandaki as far as Oamparana or Campakaranya.

• 4 ' '

Gandakitira and Campakaranya or Oamparana are southern
and northern boundary of it. fairabhukti is modern Tira-

hut and whole the region is Darbhanga - Muzafferpur re-
154

gion of upper Bihar to the north of the river Ganges. It

was bounded by the river Kausiki or Kosi on the east, the
river Gandaki on the west, by the Himalaya on the north

155
and the south by rhe river Ganges. Its nearer region is 
156 157

Repala and north of Bihar.

Fepala;

• The pilgrims from this country are mentioned (v.146>).

151. Mbh. (Or.3d.). II. 29.5.
152. Purana man Gujarat (Gujarat in Puranas ), p.154-
153. GD.,*p.150.
154. GAM.} pp.77,94; GAL., p.236.
155. GD., p.35.
156. GAL., p.236.
157. CD., p.209.



Tlie country of Fepala is placed between Jatesvara 
and Yogini which seems to refer to Yoginipura or Delhi. 
The Nepala country to the north of Bihar and II.P. is
wellknown. But Jatesvar'a cannot be properly identified.

*It may be Jalpesvara of rhe Jalpigiri district in north
Bengal. The river Kausiki or modern Fosi runs through it 

'153 ,from east. Trisulaganga runs on the west. Sivapuri is on
the north of it. On the south the cold and pure watered

159
river flows which is.recognised as Tippera but it is do- 

160
ubtful. General Ounnigham takes it to be region of the
two rivers i.e. Kosi and Gandaki. It is the country on 

161 t _
the river Saptakausiki.
Paneala:

The pilgrims of this country are mentioned as pa
ssing through Eaharastra (v.146).

This Paneala country was the main district in the 
162

central division. Yispupurana says that Paneala and Kuru 
i 65 ,occupied Magadhadesa. It comprised Baredly, Budaun, pa- 

rukhabad and adjoining districts of Rohilkhanda and cen- 
ntral Doab in U.P. It is extended from Himalaya to the

158

153. GAM., pp.42,77,97.
159. JAS.B.1837 p.^73 referred to by GAL., p.113.
160. GAL., p.115.
161. Majumdar R.C., op.cit., p.330.
162. GP., p.150.
163. GP., p.131.



m
164

Cambala river. Since Yedic period it was the powerful k
165

itingdom in North India. It was divided'in two parts viz. 

(1) North Paneala comprising the region east of the ri

ver Ganges and north-west of Ouih (2) South Pancala lying

between Jumana and Ganges on the east and south-west<of 
166 / 

Kurus and Surasenas.

Pand^a:

‘the poet admires it most for following the Yedic 

path and class system. The learned persons teach Yedas, 

Srubis and Yedic rites to their students (v.507). The pi

lgrims xrom this country also go to visit other sacred 

places of India particularly Maharastra (v.146). It seems 

that the poet was well acquainted with this country.

-Katyayana and Megasthanes give an account of this 

whole country down to the Pandya region in the extreme

south. The epics also opine so - as to be in south and
,, . , 167
the peninsulas and the islands beyond the Bay of Bengal.

Iradittonally it is said to be extended from the southern

\ellur river i.e. Puduhotti on the north to Gape Comorine

and xrom the Ooromandala or Colamandala coast on the east

to the great high way named Aohchhan Tovil pass leading

164. Cunnigham, Anc.Geo., p.560.
165. GAI., p.115.
166. Rapson, Anc.Ind., p.167; GAM., pp.76,92,99; GD., p.

145; CD., p.226. “ *
167. GP., p.109.
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into southern Kerala or Travanacore. It comprised of the
existing districts of Madurai and Tiruneveli with the
parts of the old Travanaeore state. The Janapada of Pa-
ndya was thus centred around the basin of the river Ya-

1 68
gai on which the city of Madurai is situated. SKT refers 

to the another Pandya rather Pandu country situated to 
the south of Kambhoja and to the west of Indraprastha or 

Delhi region. Ptolemy’s geography also places this coun
try of Pandonui (Pandava.). . But it is very difficult to

detemine how the work like SKT of medieval period finds
169

the echo of ancient time. Jain legends also connect it
with the sons of Pandu. But Dr. Barnett rightly observes
that the Pandiyans, however, were not the Pandavas of
the Mahabharata. It may be the identification based on p 

170
popular etymology. Tamil chronicle also has tried to do 
171 _ _ 172

,so. Pali chronicles also represent the same thing. The
Pandya kingdom is said to founded in the sixth century B. 

B.O., and it was over thrown in the middle of the eleven
th century A.D. But it was restored by the Mayakas. It

seems to have fallen under the ascendancy of the Cola
173

kings in the seventh or eighth century A.D.

168. GP., p.155•
1 69. GAM., p.y4 •
170. CAL., p.180.
171. Taylor’s Oriental Historical Manuscripts, Vol.l. 

195 ft. ,
172. Mahavamsa,ch.7.50; Dipavamsa 4•41; GAL., p.180.
173. GD.,, p. 147; CD., p.227.
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Tundirgffla^dala:

Venkatadhvarin considers it to be sacred and beauti
ful place( p.272). The pilgrims of this land used to visit 
the sacred places of India (v.146). Scholars of this co
untry were famous all over India (v.361). The river Paya- 
svini passes through it (v.361). The people of this coun

try lead the holy life according to the Vedic Injunctions 
or they are true followers of the Medic religion (v.361). 

The poet himself hailed from this country better known 
as Kancimandala (v.2,3).

This Tundiramandala or Tondamanadu is the portion
„1 74

of Pravida of which the capital, was Kaneipuram. It is

same as the country of Tundiramandala referred to in Ma- 175 / _ _ 176* ”
llikamaruta, Srinivasavilasacampu etc.

Surasena:

It is not directly mentioned in this work. But 
this country is suggested by the poet. The regioncof Ya
muna basin described as if Yrndavana hear Mathura on 
the bank of Yamuna in the description of the river Yamu
na in this work (p.104-111).

This Janapada coincided with the Bharatapur and 
Dholapur — Kafauli region and which was seperated from

174. Mac Kenzie Mss. in JASB, 1338, p.128: GP., pp. 
205,207.

175- Act. I; GD., pp.205,207.
176. Uttarabhaga, Ucchvasa V.14,17 etc.
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Matsya by the eastern spurs of the AravaClliX running

from Lalsot to Beeg in'Bharatapur. Its eastern boundary

runs along the Yindhya spurs parallel to the left bank 
177

of cambala. SET refers to it as extended from Magadha 
in the south-east upto the territory to the west of Yi
ndhya. The ancient people of this country lived in Fat-

178
thura region i.e. Vraja or Surasena Yraja. It seems to

t

be named after Surasena, a son of Satrughna, brother of 
179
Rama or Sura, the father of Yasudeva and Kunti, who was

180
the king of this country.

The flight to this land from Jagannathapuri thro

ugh Gujarat does not appear proper. It seems that the 
intention of the poet was to praise the Lord Erisna in 

the style of Bhagavata. That is why he took trouble to 
move the aerial car here after the description of Guja
rat. But it seems proper if he has moved the aerial1 car 
here after the description of the confluence of the ri
vers Ganga and Yamuna or before it and then he would ha
ve turned the aerial car towards Kasi and so on. The de

scription of Maharastra after the description of this 
country also does not appeal to us. Perhaps his devotion

177. GP•, p.137•
178. GAM., pp.79, 102.
179. GAL., p.51.
180. GD., p.197-



163
to lord, Yisnu might have tempted him to describe Mathura

* *

or Yrndavana region, in which he forgot to maintain the
*

order from che point of view of the geographical situ- 
at ion of the countries viz. Surasena and Gujarat. It 
would be more proper to say that he had not visited th

ese countries at all.

Vanga:
The poet has referred to it as a centre of educa

tion (v.S9). He has also mentioned the pilgrims of this 

country travelling along with the pilgrims from the oth
er regions through Maharastra (v.146).

Generally Yanga or Banga is identified with Bengal. 
SKT identifies it as the country extending from the sea 

as well as Brahmaputra, the northern boundary, seems to 
indicate the portion of the river which bifercates from 
the Jumna. Yanga therefore included the eastern parts of 

Sundarabans in the south and of the Mymensingh district
in north. The verse excludes the region of Brahmaputra

131
and Meghana. Thus this rs east Bengal. Hemaeandracarya*s
Abhidhanacintamani and Hammirakavya mention Yanga and 

182
Bengal side by side. Abdul Eazl of the sixteenth century

181. GAM., pp.74,84,115.
182. Hemacandracarya’s Abhidhanacintamani and Uayaeand- 

S:a ra's Hammirakavya are the works of 15th century.
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says that the original name of Bengal was Banga or Tanga . 

183
Tanga became Tangala. During the rep-gn of the Mohamedan
rulers at Delhi and its region in the 13th century Tanga

134_
or Tangaladesam began to be called Bahgala which became
Bengali in the later period of the English people. Some-

185.
times Tanga, Anga and Ivlagadha were called three Kalingas. 
Bangala is a currupfion of Tanga and Banga, the term app
lied to only the eastern portion of the delta of the ri
ver Ganges, as Upabanga is the centre of the territory, 

t 186
and Anga is its western territory. Bhaudaji opines that
it is the country between the rivers Brahmaputra and Pa-
dma. It was the country seperated from. Pundra, Sumha and

187
Tamralipta at the time of the Mahabharata. Thus whole 
Bengal was divided in five provinces viz. Pundra or north 
Bengal, Samatata or east Bengal, Kama or Suvarna or we
st Bengal, Tamralipta or south Bengal and Kamarupa or 
188

Assam. General Cunnigham divide's it in four parts among 
which Barendar and Banga were to the north of the river 
Ganges. While Mr. Pargiter takes it to be the region of

183. GAM., Pj.124; Aitareya Jrapyaka XI.£:11.1; Baudhayana 
dharmasutra, 1.1.14; Tirumala rock inscription of 
Raiendra Cola (11th century).

184. GAI., p.267.
185. Ibid
186. Beveridge's "Buchanan Records in the Calcutta - 

Review, 1894, p.2.
187. Mbh. 11.29.
188. According to Hiuen fsanga.



165
189

Pabhna and Faridapur. It included the districts of Bur-
190

dvan and Nadia as Sir George BirwootL opines.

The pilgrims from this country are mentioned along

with the pilgrims from the other parts of India (v.1461.

Usually the word ’Yavana' indicates Ionion people

staying in their land at the western end of the ninth
191
Dvxpa. These Yavanas are Greeks of the Hebrew. This term 

is also found in Panini, who speaks of the writing of 

the Yavanas. The Puranas represent them as the descenda

nts of lurvasu, but they are always associated with the

tribes of the north-eastern frontier provinces. Thus this
192

term refers to the Macedonion or Bactrian Greeks. One Ya-

vanapura or Yavananagara is mentioned by the Mahabhirata

to the south of Indxaprastha, and which was conquered by
193

Sahadeva during the victory of west.

But in the later period this term was applied to 

all the foreigners like Mohamedan people and Moguls. By 

this term 'Yavanaganapada' the poet Yenkatadhvarin indi

cates the Mogul empire of his time and not the ancient 

country of Greeks or Ionions. It means that the poet has

189- Ancient countries in eastern India in JASB,1897, 
p .35 •

190. Wright’s Marco Polo as referred to in GB., p.22.
191. GP., pp.126-127.
192. OP., p.376.
193. GD., p.216.
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referred to kks KKgixK Hf kKxatxgatxxk wks xscs the Mogul
emporer of the time. This shows that the term 'Javanaf 

was ass: used for Mohamedan also.
The countries referred to or described here in 

this work are not only ancient and medieval but also 
modern ones. The poet has mixed all the countries of tire 
different time. Though he has not mentioned several cou- 
ntries like Madhyadesa or Suhma or Tamralipta. Perhap^h 

his intention was to show the pilgrims of the different 
provinces of India and as the instances of which he has 
cited the several names of the different regions or the 

provinces of India and to give antiquity to some^somey 

provinces to some extent, he has intermingled the names 
of different comes. References to the centres of educati

on such as G-auda, Vanga, Kanyakubja, Mithila etc. are 
worthy to take note of.

The map of the aerial travel of the two Gandharvas 
will be able, as I think, to prove or show that the poet
has mentioned mentioned) or referred to the names of the

countries only. Some of them i.e. Gujarat, Maharastra.
Andhra, Karnataka, Tundiramandala, Cola et. are described. 

7/hile he has not directly mentioned or described the eou- 
ntry like Surasena but indicated them in the work. I have 

tried to show all the countries referred to or mentioned 
directly or indirectly in this work. It is very difficult 
to identify the country intended by the poet when there 
are countries of the same name more than one in the diff
erent parts of India such as Euntala, ICekaya etc. The
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descriptions of Kancimandala or Tundiramandala, Karnataka, 
Dravida, Cola etc. prove his familiarity with those res
pective countries, while mentioning of the names will sh
ow his unfamiliarity with the respective regions or less , 
importance of them which strengthen our doubt that he has 
described or mentioned some provinces or regions as he h 
has heard or read from the other sources i.e. the descri
ption of Gujarat, Yamuna, Maharastra, Kasi etc.
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Divyaksetras:

1
The term 'Divyaksefcra' is often used by the poet 

in this work. The references to Divyaksetras show that 
the poet's chief motive was to describe such sacred pla
ces. At the end of the work he sums up the work with such 
description of the sacred places (v.§81-593). Pilgrims of 
such places are often praised (v.407,533). The places are 
believed to be sacred from their origin or being the ab- 
■ode of the saints who might have performed severe auste
rities or by the sacred rivers. Sometimes the temples and 
sacred reservoirs make the place holy. Thus several sacr
ed places are believed to be holy from the very ancient 
time. Hermitages of the seers, idols found from the pla
ces, worshippers, and the antiquity given by some people 
imposed or declared them as sacred. Sometimes the chara
cteristics of such places are partly or wholly lost, even

194
though they ar’e believed sacred. Puranas and Sm^ti liter-

195
ature have sung the songs of holiness of such places. The
sacred places are also divided according to the religious

t /sects namely Sakta, Saiva and Vaisnava particularly. Our 
poet being vaisnavite he is more interested in describing
the Vaisnava divine sacred places. Many of them are enum-

196
erated in the list of one hundred and eight Divyaksetras.

194. ICalyana Tirthahka : 'Tirtha' .
195. Ibid 'What is 'Tirtha1 ?
196. Ibid pp. 388,480,436.
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tOccasionally the poet mentions -Saiva divine places. Fe
L~

does not directly refer to any Sakta Divyaksetra, though
he praises the goddess Kamaksi as an ardent devotee (v.
'31?, 313 ,318,319). Kamaksi is one of the Sakta pithas.

>

As regards Saivadivyaksetras the poet refers to Kasivi- , _ * 196 (a) ,
svanatha, one of the twelve Jyotirlirigas; Ekamresvara,

197one of the famous linga of the element ’earth;' Jambuke- 
, . 198
svara, one of the famous linga of element 'water' and

t — fsome other saivite temples. Fear Jamhukesvara there are 
many Saiva temples which made our poet to believe that l 
the area of Jamhukesvara as Saivaksetra (v.442). Yenkata- 
dhvarin mentions Grdhrapatiksetra (pr.148), Jagannatha- 
ksetra (p.95-97), Srimusnaksetra (v.332), Srirangaksetra 
(p.302-333)(v.402,407,441) and Rusasthala (v.219) as Yai- 
snavite divine sacred places or Divyaksetras.
Ordhragatiksetra:

This is a sacred region near Kancipuram and Ekamre
svara, seven miles away from the city of Kancipuram app
roximately. There the temple dedicated to the lord Yijaya- 
raghava stands. This place is known as Jatayutirtha as 
Rama himself performed the funeral rites of Jatayu who 
fought furiously with Havana in order to save Sita being
196 (a.). HTxrvf^f If i C$T~J.

197- F.alyana Tirthanka p.354. /
198. Ibid p. 480.
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kidnapped by Ravana. This is the place known as Tirupp- 
ukkuhai in Tamil. Some legends have also flourished ab
out this place. According to some legend a barren woman 
may beget a child with the growth of the roasted seeds 
of green gram (mudga) being sown (v.348).

This is the holiest region in Kali age. It is also
/ —known as Sriksetra, Purusottamaksetra, Purusottamapuri i 199 * ' 200’

and Sankhaksetra located in Orissa. Tantrika texts also
201

recognise it as a ksetra. Here -Jagannathaksetra refers 
to Puri only.

iKusasthala:

Hemakosa mentions Kanau.ja, Hwaraka and Ujjayini as 
202 ' , Kus’asthala. Our poet refers to some another Kusaksetra

> — ' ~

or Kusasthala of Viksaranya where the sage Salihotra had
practised penance (v.21y).
/ —

■ • •

The temple dedicated to Yajnavaraha stands there '

(v.382). It is a sacred place 26 miles away from Oida-
mbaram. Bhudevi and Sridevi are worshipped along with 

_ 203
the lord Yajnavaraha.

199- Kalyana Tirthanka, p. 197.
200. GD., p.191.
201. GAM., pp.34-85.
202. GD., p.111. ^
20 3. Kalyana Tirthanka, p.359.
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It is a famous region of Sriranganatha at Srirang- 
, . 204

am or Seringapattam.
Other divine saored places are mentioned with the 

proper identification in the succeeding topics.

204. Kalyana Tirthanka, p.490.
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Ar3sanipala__or_Araganip3lai:
%This is an Arahara or a land donated to Brahmins.A

Here the name of.^Ragbunatha is associated with this Agr- 
ahara (v.356).This is a small village which is described 
as an ancient city Ayodhya protected by Raghunatha (peet’ 
father or Rama) (v.557)* It is a small:.village situated 
on che bank of che river Yaha, better known as Bahuda to
day ten or twelve miles §way from Kancipuram at present. 
Today It Is in the ruined condition. The poet's descend
ants live there even today. It seems that this name is

, 205derived from the Sanskrit name 'Arsanaphala.' Arasani
and pala or palai may be corrupted forms of Arsana and
phala respectively in the regional language I.e. Tamil.
The poet has mentioned and described it deliberately as

206
it was his and his ancestors' native place.

Ayodhya (v.67) is -Saketa (v. 36, 38,357) according 
to our poet. It is referred to as the capital of Rama, 
the hero of the Ramayana.

It is the ancient city of Uttarakosala In the Fyza- 
207

bad district. According to home Saketa and Ayodhya are
205. Introduction to Vis*, published by HSP
206. M.Krishnamachariar, History of Sanskrit Literature, 

para 529.
207. Rayachaudhari, op.cit,, pp. 3ff., 84 ff., BAM., p.

22 n.
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208
identical. According to the epics and some Buddhist 

works Ayodhya was an ancient capital, while Saketa was 

the later capital of Kosala. In the Fuddhist time Saketa
t ^

and Sravasti took the place of Ayodhya and consequently
209

Ayodhya became an unimportant city. It is situated on
210

the right bank of the river G-hagara. It is believed to
211

be one of the seven sacred cities. la~Hien calls it Sha-

che and Ptolemy as Sageda. It was known as Iksvakubhumi, 
212

Raroapuri and Kosala. It was a fish-shape city one yojana

in extent from east, west, Sarayu and Tamasa. Prof. Rhys

Davida has been successfulftthat Saketa and Ayodhya both
213

the cities were in existence in the Buddhistic period 

which may be more usefpl in concluding that both the ci

ties were not identical but Me Crindle and Shri tffandu
' 214

lai Bey believed them to be identical. But Ayodhya is si

tuated on the bank of the river Sarayu or G-hagara or Go-

gra, while Saketa was situated on the bank of the river
215

Syandanika or Sai in the Uaao district of Oudh. Dr.B.C.
216

law has written a critical paper on ’Ayodhya.’ It is me

ntioned in Bga., SKI, A.V., Tai.Ara., Mbh., Ri., Agnipu-

208. Iirthaprakasa, p.496; Dr.P.Y.Kane, HDS (Hindi tr.>.
209. pC~M?5p.135.
210. Op., p.175.
211.
212. Avassaka Hirijuti 382; Vividhatlrthakalpa, p.24.
213. B.O.law, Geography of Early Buddhism, p.4a; Rhy 

Davida’e Buddhist India, p.39.
214. GD., p.14.
213. GD., p.174.
216. Ganganatha Jba Keseaeh Society, pt.I.pp.423-443.

ft.____Xi i -c l\ A
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217

rana, Brahmandapurana etc. Traditionally Mara of the 

Solar race was the first Icing and founder of this city
t

about 3000 B.C. It is said to he situg^gd on Sudarsana-

cakra of Yisnu in the incarnation of fish. It is also
219

said to he located on the top of the Rama's how. It is

called Ayodhya being difficult to fight with or to atta- 220"

ck on 'it. Present Ayodhya is said to he founded by the

king Vikramaditya and became victim of the aggression 
221

from foreigners. It is very difficult to discover the
222 _exact location of the ancient city of Ayodhya. Yenkatadh-

varin has taken them as identical one. Samarapungava Pi-
223

ksita also takes them to be identical. Perhaps ignorance 

of xhe exact location of Saketa and Ayodhya might have 

made them to believe so.
t

Badar ikasrama:

lord Narayana is said to have made his abode (v. 
33). This place is surrounded by snow (v.34). This is a 

holy place where a bath taken will bestow the final deli- 

verence on the devotee by the grace of the lord Ifeggcyana: 

Karayana or Yisnu (v.35).

217. Bga.IX.8.19; SOI. 64-65; A. Y. 10.2.. 31 ;Tai.Ara.I.27.2; 
Mbh. Yana, 60.24-25; 70. 2;Brahminda 4.40.91 j.Agni 
109.24; VsT.Ra. 1.5.5-7.

218. II pt.I. Ayodhya; _
219. Bhutasuddhitatva in Kalyana Tirthanka, p.142.
220. SKB, Vaisnava.I.60.61.
221. KalySha Tirthanka, p.142.
222. C£., pPi.38-39. _
223. Tirthayatraprabandhacampu, YIII.104, p.158.
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Vamanapurana describes the sanctity of the several

224,
regions particularly Badarinatha or Badarikasrama. It is

225
the northern boundary of the Cakravartiksetra and a peak
of the main Himalaya range in Garwal and the united pro-
226vinces. The temple dedicated to Kara and Bareyana is bu

ilt on the west bank near the source of Bhisen Gang! or 
Alakananda" aqui-distant from two mountains known as Kara 
and Farlyaaa. This temple is said to have been built by,
Sankaracarya in the eighth century A.D. It is also called

227
Badari or Bisala by the Mahabharata. A sinner becomes

228
free from the sins by visiting this place even. It is na
med so as Kara and Barayana practised austerities under
the tree called Badari. Mitra and Yaruna also had observ- 

229 __ 250
ed penance here. Yyasa's father lived here. It is believ-

251
ed to be located on Gandhamadana. Different puranas have

232
sung the h.oiiness of this place. Padmapurana mentions
another Badarikasrama near Madhuvana on the bank of Yamu-

. 233
na as shovm by Dr.P.Y.Kane.

It is interesting to note that here also, as at Ja- 
gannathapuri no impurity is believed in accepting the
224. GP., p.7-
225. GAM., pp.184,219.
226. GD., p.15•
227. GD., p.15; Mbh.Vana.144.228. Pdm.Tirthamahatmya,ch.21;SKD I.53•59;GAD., p.69-70; Badarika^ramamShatmya (SKD Yai.),11.11,12,20.
229. CD.2ip.39; Its.201.24.
230. Parasarasamita 1.55.
231. Yisnuprana Y.37.34. _ - /
232. Brahmhndapurana 3.25-67; Baraaiya 2.67; Badarikasra- 

mamahatmya (SKD) quoted in Kalyffna Tirthghka, Pdm. 
Tirthamahatmya; Bga.7.11.6 etc.

233. Dr.P.Y.Kane, HD'S (Hindi tr.), pp. 146l-62;Pdm. 6.2.2.
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food offered to the lor|j|roim any person without descri-
minating the caste and creed. The two gods ITara and Fa-
rayana are being identified with Yisnu and Vasudeva or * 23,5
Krsna and Hjuna.

Our poet praises the lord Harayana and not Fara. He 

has sung the sanctity of the place to purify and to set 
free the devotee from the cycle of rebirth. The whole de
scription of this place shows that it is based on the in

formation acquired by reading the sacred books or the Pu- 
r¥nas or hearing from the pilgrims of the different pa

rts of India. It is almost cei-tain that he never visited 
this place. Thus the whole description is based on pure
ly imagination.

Bhillapuri_or_Bhilla2allika:

Bhillapuri or Bhillapallika (pr.181,v.432) is aes-
i _ _cnoed in the description of Sriranganatha. It does not

refer to any locality of his time, but to the event of
gulping of rhe village of the low caste people or Phi-

236
Has along with a brahmin by G-aruda. So no Question of 
its identification arises here.
Bhutagur1:

A birth place of Ramanujacarya, better known as

236. SO. Badarlkas'ramamahatmya; II.pt.I.
237. Ibid
238. Of. Mbh.1.28,*pdm.X.47; Naisadha.IY.71 ,*Sis.Y. 66.
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Perumbhudura or Perumbuddur in Tamil is referred to (v. 
223). legend says as regards its creation that once the

ipersonal attendants of Siva who besmeared his body with 
the ashes and began to dance in the beginning of the cr- 
eation of the universe, laughed at Sankara. Sankara cur
sed them. They went to Brahma to request him to show the 
way to get rid of such cui-se. Consequently Brahma advised 
to worship the lord Kes^va and to practise penanoe at Sa- 

tyatirtha in the southern direction of Tenkatagiri, which 
was later on known as Bhutapuri by the name of the Bhutas, 
the personal attendants of Siva who took up them all in 
the service after the severe austerities of thousand of 
years. T,l^s traditionally as well originally it is known
as Satyatirtha. It is also called Sri Perattor situated in

2 38 '
the Chingleput or Chinglepet district.
Cangipuri:

Canjipiiri or Tanjavur or Thanjavur in Tamil better 
known as Tan^ore today is referred to (v.373) and descri
bed. This is also mentioned as the capital of the kings 
of this place named Colas. It is mentioned as protected 
with the fine fort (v.375). The kings of this place were 
wellknown warriors, famous in all the directions and who 
gained the desired things after death on the battle field 
(v.376).
237. Kalyana Tirthanka, p.342.
238. Ibid.



178

It is 213 miles south-west from Madras and 24 miles 

from Kumbhakonam, situated on the hank of Kaveri. In the

north and west there are two forts. The great temple of
— / »

Brhadisvara of this city is dedicated to Biva. The sandj-
* f ___

ling a of Siva was h^^ght from Narmada. This place is fa

mous for its architeetiire. According to the Puranas this 

place was an abode of' the demon named Targjan and other 

demons who were killed by lord Yisnu in the form of wiia- 

megha perumale. At the time of his death the demon request-
<ra.___

ed the lord Visnu to --take this, place holy and known by» » 'A

his name. Hence this place is known as Tan.javur or Than-
1 ^ 2,4° _

njavur or Tan^ore or CsnjTpuri. It seems that Tarqji might 

have terminated in Canji and the place might be known as 

Tanjipuri or CaEgipuri or Tanjore hence forth. The Saivite 

temple , a finest monument of its kind in south India is 
renowe.dYas^the Dravidian temple of the eleventh century A. 

D. This city is also known for its bronzes of great beauty, 

ancient specimens of which are housed in the Art Museum of 

the city. It is rightly called the'cultural centre of Ka- 

verl delta, having been the capital of great cola empire 

which flourished between the tenth and the fourteenth ce

nturies. The Nayakas and the Maratha rulers also made it 
241

the capital.

239. II, pt.I , Tanore.
240. Kalyina Tirthanka
241. Madras & Andhrapradesa, Published by the director, 

publication division, Delhi - 6.
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i§^E§§_°£_Oanna£attana:

• r
Madras or Cannapattana is described with references

to the temple of the lord Parthasarathi and Hunas.
*

today it is the third largest city. xt retains a

good part of its old world outlook. Even today it has se-

veral imposing temples like Kapalesvara and Parthasarathi.
"It has been generally suppophed"that the name Chennapatt-

and borne by Madras commemorates Oennappa ITayudu, father '

of Barm ala Yenkatappa Najrudu, who made a gift of the port

area in Madras to the English. It is said that the donor

desired that the fortified town which the English raised
243

on the land should bear his father's name." Thus "-The Port 

region must have had an original name, prior to Yenkatappu 

laiyaka's gift of the place -to the English. The original 

name may be Ohennapattan. The assigned derivation from 

Chennappa was evolved later. This designation Ohennapattam 

is found in the grant of 1644 relating to endowment (by Pa- 
gapattam) nf the Chenna Keshava Perumala^lemple." Thus Oa- 

nnapat^ana is the name of the Port area of Madras. The ori

gin of the word 'Madras' is a tantaliser. In the words of 

Talboys Wheeler, » the whole English settlement was known 

as Madras, but the origin of this name is unknown.".... it 

is in fact chat a part of the city, went by the; name Madras-

242. Madras & llndhrapradesha,
243. Dr.Y.Raghvan, Notic-es of Madras in two Sanskrit, 

Madras Teroentary Vol.(193S), pp.±±2«±±g 111-112.
244. Ibid p.112.



180

pattam. The name Madras seems to be related to the Madra 

family. Ihe members of the Madra family were evidently 

rich enough to build a church at their own cost. The me

mbers of the Madra family could also boast of some title

to nobility, as their coat of Arms reveals. They flourish-
245

ed in these parts towards the end of the 16th century. It

is also sa id that the. name of the headman of the fisher
246

man's Coopan was Madrasen and he was Christian. The temple 

of Parthasarathi stands even today near Triplicane. The 

Huha implies the English people who established at Madras
1 1

and Musalipattanam In 1639 A.3D. So there is no difficulty

in Identifying Cannapattana and Madras.
• *

The whole description is dedicated to Jagannathapuri

as Jagannathaksetra (pr.32) also known as Purusottamakset-

ra or Purusottamasthala (v.112). It is also called Srikse- 
247
tra. It is near the town of Cuttack in Orissa and a seat

1 248
of worship. Lord Yisnu is worshipped in this Sriksetra.

249
Many puranas refer to this place. This temple was built 

by the -king Anantavarma Chodaganda who reigned in 1074 - 

1148 A.D. The wooden image of the Lord and non-distingui-

245. Rao.Bahadur K. Krishna Rao Bhonsale, 'Origin of the 
word Madras, Madras Tercentary vol.(1939), p.35.

246. Ibid p.36.
247. GD., p.191.
248. OP., p.129.
249- BrahmaEta 42,43,68,117, 174; Bits 13.35; Kurma 2.35.27; 

laradiya 2.52-61 referred to by Br.p.Y.Kane, MBS 
(Hindi Tr.) p.1435.



181

shing of caste and creed in accepting the food offered to
250

the god are the peculiarities of this place. Vaisnavas
* ,

of the different sects are anxious to find out some kind
<*■» ^ jurr- iof connection with Puri for one reason or the other. Rama-

nurjacarya, a great vaisnavite preacher and founder of the
Spiritual Monism cult in philosophy also stayed over here 

251 252
in 1159 A.3). It is one of the seven holy cities of India.
It is one of the most sacred and the great religious ce-

253
ntres particularly in this Kali age.-The remaining religi
ous centres namely Badariiiatha, Dvaraka and Hamaesvara we-

254re important in Satya, Dvaparafand Treta respectively.

The temple dedicated to lord Ifrsimha is in Kama'sika-
nagara, Yelukkai in Tamil. This temple or a place is half
a mile from the temple of Pipaprakasa or firutanka at Ka-
251Sci.1,,Today it is suburb of Kancipuram.
Kane :

Yenkatadhvarin has mentioned this city most ardently 
as well as most devotionally in the most interesting mann
er. He^i-S^said that it is five yojana to west from Madras 
in south (v.265). It is the city of the learned and the
250. II, pt.1.
231. Ibid * ,___25 2. V^ ^

253. Kalyana Tirthanka, p.1S7.
254. Ibid "
255. Kalyana TxrtlTanka, lTo.37, p.506.
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beauxiful ladies (v.265,266). Kamaksidevi, a consort of 

lord S*iva is an ornament of this city (v.312). A short 

stay at Kancipuram will pay more (v.336). The shrine dedi

cated to the lords Yaradaraja and Ekamresvara are in the 

east and west of the city (v.338). A short stay or a per

manent residence in the city will set free the devotee (v. 

340). The people of the different opponent sects like Yai- 

snavism and Saivism stay together (pr.141). The descript

ion of the city proves it to he the city of temples. The 

following sacred places of Kancipuram are referred to in 

this work:

1. Yaradariya, Hastigiri and Anantasara.

2. Uttaravedi.

3. Setukrt or Yathoktakrt god better known as Tathoktakari.
p *

4. Puhya lake.

5. Hastisara and Astabhuja god.
— _ i

6. God Mpaprakasa.
_ i7. Birth place of Yedantadesika.

8. Kamasikanagara ( Temple dedicated to ]\Trsimha.

9. Some temple dedicated to Yisnu (Yaikuntha perumala?).

10. Temple dedicated to Trivikrama.

11. Temple of Kamaksidevi.

12. Temple of Ekamresvara.

13. Temple dedicated to Pandavaduta.
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GAM., p.82; Dr.P.Y.Kane mentions another Kanci near 
the river Narmada in HDS (Hindi tr.) p.1417. 
Bga.1.79'. 14; JPatan^ali's Mahabliasya' II p.298; SKD I. 
19-23; Yoginitantra 1.17; Das. YT: Story of Sakti- 
kumar.
GAM., p.82; Mbh.Bhavisya.ch.IX: GAI,pp. 161-162; GD., 
88; II, pt.I.
GAL., p.141; GD., p.88; II. pt.I.GM., p.82.
law B.C., Geographical Essays,I.pp.79-80.

This is not Kanci in Devaprastha or Kancipitha on

the hank of the Kopai river near Bolapur in the Birbhuma
256 „

district of west Bengal. Kanci,situated in Dravida cou -

ntry is mentioned in Bga., Mhh., SKD, Yoginitantra, Daaa- 
- 257 _ ^ _

kumaracaritam-etc. Kancipuram or Kancipedu, better known

as Con.ieevaram was the canital of Dravida and Cola. It is■ 11 I' ' I..IMMI -■ -i- 258
situated on the river Palar, 43 miles away from Madras. 

There are two parts of the city, nay, three parts viz. 

little-Kancipuram or Yisnukanei on the eastern part of 
the city, Big Kancipuram or Sivakanci on the western'part 

of the city, and the third Kancipuram better known as Ti- 

ruparruttikunram or Jain Kancipuram. This city was found

ed by the king Kulottunga Cola on the site of the forest,
r

called Kurumbharbhumi, afterwards called Tondamanadu or
TundTramandala. It was the capital of the Cola, and Palla- 

'259
va kings. It is not exactly in the west but south-west 

260 261 / 
direction from Madras. Once it was Buddhist centre. Siva-
kaflSi or Big Kancipuram is ancient one, while little Ka

ncipuram or Yisnukanei is belonged to the later period.
r *

The third one is also known as Pilayar Ealiyan. In Yisnu- 

kanci various forms of Yisnu are depicted in the different
_ _ _ . t

• 
* 

• 
• 
• 
•

V£> 
O
 

03 
C

J\ O
 r-

in 
in 

lts 
in
 mo <0

CM 
CM 

CM 
CM CM CM



184
- , 262 

temples. Ekamresvara is earthen image of Siva. The shrine

dedicated to the goddess Eamaksidevi is said to be one of
, 263 j; 264

the main Saktapithas. Many Puranas refer to it. Thus it
is an ancient religious centre of Saivism, Yaisnavism,

Jainism and Buddhism. In India among all the religious 
_, - - ^ - 2,65

places Kasi and Eanci are the two eyes of Siva.

Elasi is also known as Yaranas-i (v.85). To our poet 

it is like an abode of Indra (v.82). It is a centre of ed

ucation known from very ancient time. In this work it is 

mentioned as -a centre of education with some other places 
such as Gauda, Anga, Eahyakubja and Mithila" (v.99). Thou

gh Kasi is believed to be the holiest city. Our poet men

tions several things which will show that Kasi was influ

enced by the contemporary historical situation and society 
(v.89,90.97 etc.).

Here Kasivisvanatha gives farakamantra to a devotee
and sets him free from the cycle of birth. A devotee of
/
Siva always obtains a chance to stay with the lord or 
even final emancipation.

It was one of the Mahsqanapadas. It is situated on 
the bank of Yarana river, nay. it lies in the midst of

262. GA1., p.111; Gib, p.83; II, pt.I
263. Dr. P.Y.Kane, IIDS (Hindi tr.), p.1417.
264. Brahmanda 4-5.6-10j4.39.15? Bga.X.79.14; Vayu 104.76; 

Padma 4-7.67; Dbh. 7.38.8. etc.
265. II, pt.I.



iaa__ 266 '*
the two rivers Varana and Asi. It is enumerated among

267
the seven holy cities. It is situated eighty miles down

2 68
Allahabad on the north bank of the river Ganges. Accord
ing to Yividhatirthakalpa this city is divided into four 
parts. First is the part where the famous and one of the 
twelve Jotirlingas stands. Second part is known as Haja-
ahani Varanasi where Yavanas lived. Third and fourth are

___ __ 269
Madana and Vijaya Varanasi,respectively. Chinese knew it 

270
as Po-io-ni-sse. It is said that formerly this city was

271 _
situated on the confluence of the, Ganges and Gumti. Towa
rds the close of the twelfth century Mahammuda Ghuri con-

272
quered it with a view to destroy it. The name Kasi sugge
sts that if is the place where the Supreme Brilliance sh
ines. The city is also known as Anandakandam, Avlmuktaks-

/etra, Mahasmasana etc. The title Avimuktaksetra is very 
suggestive of making one free from the sins and being ne- 
ver left by the lord Siva. According to Jabalopanisad Avi- 
mukte/vara god is redeemming (laraka) Brahman who must be

Vcontemplated between two eye-brows, and the root of nose. 
Former is figuratively described as Varana {forbidding de
merits ) and Nisi (destroying sins) respectively. It is 
266. GAL•, pp.46-47. „ _* . /-s __ ,267.31 ih*.r M

268. GAL., p.94*
269. law B.C., Some Jain Canonical Sutras, p.175.
270. GAL., p.94.
271. Mbh.Anu.30.
272. GD., p.34.
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i

said, chat there is no space without Sivalinga. The holi-s

est river Ganges flows slightly and makes it specially
273 ' '

sacred. SO has sung its religious importance in 15000

verses. Kasi is often and often referred to in many Pura- 

nas, U’panisads and the epics. In point of antiquity, tra

dition and learning it is the most ancient. Yavanajataka

also refers to it as Surandhana, Sudalasana, Brahmavardh-
274

ana, Puspavati and Ramya. SEP (Kasikhanda) calls it the

royal place of the world triad, and situated in the shape

of half moon upto three miles on the bank of the river

Ganges whose water is cold, heath in Kasi is praised like 
275

anything.

A temple dedicated to Sarngapani Visnu is situated 

in this city on the bank of the river ICaveri (v.459,460).

Ku.mbhaghon.am is the Sanskrit name of Eumbhakonam wh-
*

ich is said to be a holy place. Twelve yearly Kumbha fair 

helds. Here the river Kaveri is generally dry. Our poet

refers to only the shrine dedicated to Sarngapani among
* /

the five main temples namely Kumbhesvara, Hayesvara, Pama- 

svami, Gakramani and Sarngapani. Ancient name of the city

273. II, pt.I, Kasiu 

274- Ibid.
275. Kalyana Tirthanka, p.127.
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v?as Kamakosniouri. It is said that Brahma himself put the

origin nature or Mulaprakrti in the pot at the time of de

luge and he created the whole universe from it. Some oth

er legends say that the Lord Siva remained present here
276

with the pot of nectar in thre Brahma’s sacrifice.

Kurukanagari:

It is a city situated on the bank of the river la- 

mraparni (v.488,499). It is a birth place of Alvar saint

Sathakopaxnuni (v.496). In Tamil it is known as ICurukur,

Tirukurukur, Alvaratirunagari or Srinagari. It is located
277

between Tirunelveli and Tiruchendur. lord Tisnu commanded
X

Brahma, god born of navkl to practise severe austerities 

(Kav Brahma-kuru = -practise penance). Fence this city is

Ianka~ or Yatupuri (v.73,474,475,477) is a city as 

well the country of the same name. As a country it is al

so known as Ceylon or Lankadvipa situated on the mountain

frikuta. It was an abode of the demon king Havana. As a 

city it is believed to be present lantotte in Ceylon, wh-

276. Kalyina firthahka, p.364.
277. Ibid p.500; Dr.Ratibhanusimha, Bhakti Andolana ka" 

Itihasa, p.163.
278. Ibid.
279. GP., pp.21,161.
280. Ya.Ra.&cc. lanka 125.

278 _
known as Kurukapuri. 

lankal

279 280
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ile others think that the original city is submerged. A
place called Hikumbhila, 40 miles from. Colombo is said
to be place where Indra~j it 'performed the sacrifice. Ma-
ndu lal hey and Herman Jecobi give sufficient.1 reasons to

. _ 282 
suppose that present Lanka and Ceylon are not identical.
The scholars have tried to establish several theories for
the identification of Lanka:
(a) . Generally according to t’he traditions present Ceylon
is believed to be original Lanka. Pandita Satavalekar has 

283
tried we11 to prove it.
(b) . Shri Kiwana Bahadura G.H.Mehta, a retired district
megistrate, Hadiad. (at present at Ahmedabad) has tried
to identify Australia with Lanka in his work *Ramayana 

281and Lanka.!
(e). Shri Paramasiva Aiyar of Madras thinks that Lanka
must be somevdiere near Jabalapur in Madhya Bharata or 

285
Central India. Many scholars hold this opinion.
(d). According to Herman Jecobi and Fandu Lal Dey there 
are several reasons to believe that Ceylon and Lanka may 
not be identical. If it is so, the problem of identifying 
Lanka is still unsettled and requires further research on 
this issue.
281. Mutu Coomar Swamy, Lathavamsam, p.97.
282. GD., pp.113-114;227; has Ramayana, pp. 69-70.
283. Pandit Satavalekar, Sundarakanda, 1958, pp.379-400. 
234. Ibid.
285* Ibid.



189

Oixr poet Yenkataahvarin and his predecessor Samara- 
pungava Diksita of the Ij^er^half of the sixteenth centu-

ry A.D. (1574 A.J1.) Believe that Simhaladvipa or Oeylon
!

and Lanka are identical.

Ran at :

It is UdupT or Suvanuru in Tamil, situated in South 

Kanara district of the Mysore state. It is a birth place 

of Ananda^ irtha or ladhvacarya (v.175). Venkatadhvarin 

suggests the huge water supply by the use o‘f pun (v.176).

The word ’Udupi' comes from Udupa or the moon; and 

the legend says that the moon whom his father-in-law Dak- 

sa cursed was performing penance at this place by the si- 

de of the Candrapuskarini. This locality is also called
i

Raupyapitha in the Parasuramaksetra. The legend says that

this strip of land from G-'okarna!to Kanyakumari was recla-
«

/ —
imed by Parasurama from the ocean and there by it was

known as Parasuramaksetra. It is said that Parasurama

aopeared before the king Ramabhoja, a devotee of him, and

decared the sacrificial altar as the Raupyapitha. It is

famous as the one of the celebrated ancient eight mutts 
„ 286 - _ 

of Madhva cult or Dvaita. philosophy. The city of Udupi is

in the southern most part of this Parasuramaksetra, known 
_ _ / _ 

as Raupyapitha, Rajatapithapur or Saivali, one of the

seven cities founded by Parasurama and known as Muktikse-
287'

tra. Among all those cities Rajatapithapur is main one.

286. II, pt.I.
287. Kalyana Tirthanka, p.517•
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Srirangam:
f — i . .Srirangam (v.415,441,4?7,437,581) is situated on 

the bank of the river KaverT (v.393,394). This is a cent
re of education as here philosophers, grammarians, logic
ian and tantrikas live (v. 386,397). Here is the shrine 
dedicated to the lord Srirangantha (v.399,408) covered 
with the seven ramparts (v.441).

This is an island near Tiruchirapalli or Trichino- 
palli. Here Ramanuja and Man'avalu dwelt for some time.
The temple of Jambukesvara is very near to this place.
The two branches of the river Kaveri make the place an 
island which is situated three miles away from Trichinop- 
alli. The temple dedicated to Ranganatha is in the heart
of the island. The Nayaka rulers of rhe Pandya country 

288
had built it. Various Puranas have sung the songs of its 

289
holiness. Ramacandra also lived here for some time on his 
way to Lanka. Cola, Pandya and other kings were the de-

f - ,votees of Sriranganxha. The Mohamedan rulers had tried to* 290
destroy it often in the thirteenth century A.3). 
Prayaga_or_Allah£bad£_

Prayaga is not directly referred to. The poet has

238. HAL., p.190; GD., p•193; Kalyana Tirthanka, p.490. -
239. Mts. 22.44l;Pdm.U.90;Bga.X.79.14;Pdm.6.280.19; Raii- 

gamahstmya of Brahitfandapurana etc.; C-AL., pp.189-190.
290. Kalyana Tirthanka, p.490.
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described. Trivenisangama often particularly. in the des
criptions of the rivers Ganges and Raveri. This is a 
place where three rivers namely Ganges, Yamuna and Sara- 
sva'-tT white, black and red in colour respectively meet. 
Yegavati description is also under the impression of the 
confluence of the three rivers which is considered very
holy as well as enchanting equally by the Puranas and the 

_292^_
poets like Kalidasa.

This place is situated in the north Arcot district 
about 72 miles to north-east of Madras. Here a celebrated 
Yaisnavite reformer and the founder of the Spiritual mon
ism culc of philosophy, 'Sriramanujac§rya stayed k&Es: and 
worshipped Yisnu. A famous shrine dedicated ,to Yisnu,
known as Tirupati, Tirumalai or Yenkatesvara stands here.' 293
It is the most sacred place of the vaisnavas. According

— « /to Bhavisyottarapurana Hari in the form of V-enkatesa
" f

or Jnanavaraha resided here with the mother Barth.
It is situated in the Gandragiri Talu.ka of chitt- 

oor district. The station is 90 miles from Madras and 6 
miles from Renigunta station. Traditionally and histori
cally the king Tondamanda had discoverd the underground
292. Saura 67.16; Ye.Re. 2.34.2-5: Mbh.

Ragh.13.54-57-
293. GAL., p.201.

.82. 125-128;
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i _ _icon of the lord Srinivasa. Hence the region from Tirupa-

ti to KancTouram, a part of Hravida country was known as 
__ 294 „

Tundiramandala or londamanadu. Tirumalai and Yenkatacals
are synonymous. Yen means sins and kata means to destroy.

. ' —Thus Venkata means one who destroys sins. liru means Sri-
295man or gentleman and malai means'a mountain. 

Yadugiri_or_lelukote:

This place is situated in Bilysore state. It is 25 
miles to the north of Seringapattam where a Jain king
who was known as Yisnuvardhana later on eracted a temple 296 ’ * ,
of Krisna. It is known as Daksina Badarlkasrama and co
ntains one of the four mutts of Ramanuja cult. It is also
called Tirunarayanapura. Other mutts of Ramanuja cult are

• — . ___ -at Srirangam, Tiruuati and Kanci. Thus it is one of the
297

most sacred places of the Ramanuja Yaisnavlsm.

294- II, pt. X > Tirupati.
295. Kalyana Tirthanka, pp.349,352.
296. G-D. , pp.214,245.
237. Kalyana Tirthanka, p.327*
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Rivers:

Descriptions of the several rivers like that of Gan
ges and Yamuna are given in details. The names of the ri
vers are referred to. Sometimes the descriptions are giv
en in brief. Venkatadhvarin refers to nearly sixteen ri-

*

vers. Of course his main view is to describe the sacred
ness of those rivers, though the references to the rivers 
are more valuable for the geographical studies of the 
work.
Ganges;

The.names Bhagirathi (v.78,79), Dyusindhu (v.156, 
321), Jahnavi (v.88,391), visnupadodita (pr.166, v.323,3 
327,572 etc.), Yarasidara (v.31) etc. would be able to 
show the mythological references reflected.

This sacred river is twice mentioned in the Rgveda.
Puranas represent her as flowing from the toe of Yisnu,

* * *

and as being brought down from heaven by the prayers of 
the solar king Bhagiratha to purify the ashes of 60000 
sons of the king Sagara, who had been burnt by the rage- 
of the sage Kapila for disturbing his meditation. Prom 
her earthly appearance she is called Bhagirathi. She is 
called Dyusindhu being the heavenly river. God Siva to 
save the earth from the shock of her fall caught her in 
the matted locks. The river descended from there in seve
ral streams four, seven or ten as generally believed.
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The descent ox the river Ganges disturbed the sacrifice 

of the sage Jahnu who drank her up in anger but relented 

and allowed the river to flow from his ear at the earnest 

request of the king Bhagiratha, hence the river is called 

by his name JahnavT. Sometimes she is personified as the

daughter of the Himalaya and Mena, and the elde.i*j sister
_ /

of Uma. She has become the wife of the luner king Santa-

nu and bore a son named Bhisma, a great and famous hero 

of the Mahabharata. In a particular manner she is the mo

ther of Kartikeya. Gold, according to the Mahabharata, wa

borne by the goddess Ganga to Agni, by whom she had been 
293

impregnated.
299

Al-Biruni mentions it issuing from Himavat. .After 

rising from the toe of Farayana her course came on the 

mountain Meru, and stream was bifurcated in four streams

in four directions. The southern stream flowed in southe-
300

rn direction and her course flowed towards India. Accord

ing to Brahmandapurana there are two Ganges viz. one is 

Bhagirathi flowing in the north and another is called Ga

utama Ganga which flows to the south of the mountain Tin- 
301 • 

dhyacala.

The Bhagirathi Ganga" pomes into right' in the Gango-

293. CD., p.103.
299. GAM., p.43.
300. Mark. 56.1-12.
301. Brahma. 78.77.
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tri in the district of Garwal. From Haradvar down to Bu- 
landashahara the Ganges has a southernly course after wh
ich she flows south-easternly direction unto Allahabad
where she is joined with by Yamuna. Then she flows para-302 * *

11 el to YamunajLpjio Rajamahala. The Ganges a fter flowing
past Triveni, Chegda, Guria, Baruipur, Raj gay and diamou-
nd Harbour through Jldiganga or Tolly's Faha falls into

303
the sea near Sagara island. S.M.Ali has'tried successfully
to show and identify all the puranic places as the geogra-3°4 __ _ __ _ '
phical places. Godavari, Kaveri, Farina da and Tungabhadra

305
are known as the southern Ganges. A traditional source of 
Ganges or-Bhagirath i is near Gangotri 13,800' high. A real 
source where Bhagirathi river is originated or the place 
where Bhagiratha is said to have practised penance to br
ing down the holy river from heaven is pointed! out at a 
spot two miles south of Gangotri, better known as Bindu- 
sara. At Haridwar she assumes the form of great river.
She meets Yamuna, Earandi, Gandaka, Kosi, Son<tetc. on the 
way before reaching the bay of Bengal after passing the 
way of 250 miles. At the mouth she is xidsst kks divi-
ded into the several streams forming a great delta or
302. GAL., p.73.
303- GD., p.61.
304* GP., pp.11,68.
305. Brahma.77-3-10 ;78.77; Firsimha 66.7; SKI) Reva.4-24; Yikramahkadevacarita 4.62 quoted by Dr.P.Y.Kane; 

HUS (Hindi tr.), p.1441.
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triangle and meets Brahmaputra. The main stream of the
river Ganges is called Pa dm a and known as Meghana near 

306
the Bay of Bengal.
Garuda:

This river is referred to in this work (v.381). It
is a river flowing near Tiruvahindrapuram or Ouddalore,
where Shri Vedantadesika, a famous Yaisnavite reformer
spent some time in meditation in the south Areot district.
This river is'now called Ghatila in Tamil and flows thro-

307
gh North of Tiruvahindrapuram in the south Areot district.
The shrine dedicated to lord Devanayaka is situated here

308on che hank of this river (v.381).
Godavari:

The river Godavari is mentioned as a holy river in
the description of Andhra (v.158). Many ^aiva temples are

>

there. Here Saivism is prominent (v.1?8). Andhra country 
is situated between the two rivers Ersna and Godavari (pr. 
58).

This is an ancient river still known by the same name
and rising in the western Ghats and flowing through the

309
Deccan into the Bay of Bengal. It springs along with Bhi-

31°
marathi and Tapi or the other rivers from Yindhya. It is
306. II, pt.IV. Ganges.307. Re. N0.136/AL/ 168 dated 26-11-1968 from GOMI.
308. Yedanfcades'ika ’ s Devanayakapancas'at.
309. GAM., p-51.
310. GAM., p.56.
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311'Che longest and largest river rising from Yindhyacala. or

\

the Western Ghats. Its rising spot is in the Nasika hills 
of the Bombay presidency and cuts through Hydrabad state 
and good portion of the Madras presidency. It is 900 miles 
in length in the south-easterly direction below Yindhya. 
Its mouth is divided in three main streams forming a gre
at delta at its mouth near Bay of Bengal. On its way it
is joined by many rivers rather tributaries eleven on the

312
right and ten on the left bank. This sacred river is call
ed Daksinaganga, Gomati, Godavari, Gautamaganga, Fanda and

* «

Godi. One of the twelve Jyotirlingas namely Tryambaka is
313

situated near its source in the village of the same name.
Its .basin is important historically as well as geographi-
314 _ . .cally. Mbh, Ramayana, Brahma, Narada, Yaraha, Kurma and

' 315 ' '
other Puranas refer to it. The word 'Godavari1 means the
best of giver of water or the best of the rivers giving
cows; that river which was brought down by the sage Gau- 

1 atama to expiate for the sin of killing/cow. It is called
Goda in brief. Ramsi is said to have spent some time here
during his exile. It is also witness of the kingdoms of 

_316Maharastra and fndhra.
311 GAM., p.56.
312. GAL-, pp.37-38.
313- GD., p.154.
314. Ibid315. Mbh.tana 88.2;Ra.Aranya.13.13-21: Brahma 78.77; Fa- 

rada. Uttara, 72: Yaraha 71-37-44; Kurma 2.20.29-35 
quoted by Dr.Kane, HDS (Hindi tr.), pp.1389-91.

316. II, pt.IY. Godavari.
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Kaveiri:

Kaveri (v. 339,391,393,444). a golden river (v.392, 

393,409) known as a daughter of Kavera (v.399, pr.l66.p.

299) is a river flowing from the mountain called Sahya
1 -

(v. 390, 391, 394,398,442,443,445,460 etc). Srirangam is 

situated on the bank of this river (v.351). In this work 

only the description of Kaveri is in good portion of pro

se (pr.166).

Kaveri is the celebrated river of the southern part
317

of India. Ptolemy mentions it as Iihaberos. It rises in th

Western Ghats of Ooorg, flows south-east through Mysore

and falls into the Bay of Bengal in the district of lanj-

ore in the Madras state. There it forms a great delta at

Its mouth. It is joined by many tributaries ten on the

left and eight on the right bank. In the ancient time it

was famous for the fishery. Ancient Cola kingdom was deve
318

loped on the bank of this river. The source of this river

is called Candratirtha in the Brahmagiri mountain of coo- 
319 /
rg. Sivasamudram is the place where this river meets the 

sea.
A northern branch of Farmada is also called Kaveri.

317. GAM., p.52.
318. GAL., PP.33, 162, 163.
319. Kurina.II. 37; SO (Kaverlmahatmya) ch. 11-14 ; Rice, 

Mysore and Coorga, III, pp.8,85.
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It flows near Omkaranatha and is mentioned In the Puranas 

320 . *_
as the sacred river. She is known as Ardhaganga,Sahyadri-
_ _ _ 321

-ya, Kaveri etc. It is a boundary of western and north- ■
322

western countries of the Puranas. It is also called Dak- 
sinagaiiga. Its length and the drainage basin are of 475 
miles and 28,000 sq. miles respectively. Sometimes it 
flows like a stream between two rocks, sometimes like a 
big river and sometimes like a sea. There is a picture - 
sque scenary and luxuriant vegetation on the banks and 
this river is most useful for irrigation from the ancient.

According to the legends current mainly in Agnipu- 
rana and 80 there was a king Kavera who got a daughter 
through severe penance from Brahma. Brahma granted a boon 
and he had a daughter Visnumaya herself who propitiated 
lord Yisnu. Yisnu asked her to assume two forms one of 
which is Kaveri and another is lopamudra whom Agastya ma
rried and took away to avoid scarcity of water in South 
India. It is also said that Ganesa in form of a crow ov-er 
turned the Kamandalu, when Agastya was observing penance 
on the mountain Sahya, the river began to flow from Kama
ndalu. She is also said being brought from Kaiiasa. _ ^he

320. G-D. , p.97. 
321 . G-D., p.241 • 
322. GP., p.116.
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source of Kaveri is known as Talai Kaveri or a daughter

, _of Ooorg. At Srirangam she forms three islands namely
Adira^nga, Madhyarrange and Antaranga at Srirangapattam, / ^ , 323
Sivasamudram and Srirangam respectively.
Krsna:

Yenkatadhvarin mentions ifc as a southern boundary
of Andhra kingdom (pr.58). This river is still known by
its ancient name. This famous river of South India has
its source in Western Ghats and flows through the Eastern
Ghats and the'Deccan plateau, and lastly falls into the 

324Bay of Bengal. Its course lies through Bombay, Hydrabad 
or Mysore and Madras. It is joined by the many tributari
es fifteen on the left and four on the right bank. Its;325
source is at Mahabalesvara. After uniting with many stre
ams she falls at Sippelar, a little south of Masulipattam

r\ “■32-6in the Bay of Bengal. She is known as Krsna, Yena, Krsna-
- 3'27 _

vena, Krsnavenva, Benva, Beni, Bina, Tyanna etc. She is
» * » •

4 wmmsacred as Ganga. Her total length is 300 miles. Tt forms
323a great delta and drainage.

323. II, pt.iv. Ksveri. 
3 24. GAM., p.5 2.
325- GAL., p.33.
326. GD., p.104*
327- GD., p.243.
328. II, pt.II.
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Ksiranadi:

»

Ksiranadi (pr. 1 5 1, v. 352) is called lugdhanadi (v. 
351,361), Payasvini (v.358) or Payonadi (v. 353). It is 
also praised as giving intelligence. A bath in it is pu
rifying one .

There are three rivers of this name viz. (a) Papa-
nasini in Travanacore, (b) Paisuni or pasani, a tributa-

0 ^ry of Yamuna between Ken and Tonse near the mountain ci-
trakuta, and (c) the river flowing from the mountain
ndragiri in south Kanara district of Madras presidency.

329-
It rises in the Western Ghats. Our poet has referred to 
here in this Oamputhe third Ksiranadi or Payasvini. It is 
known as Pelara in modern time. It was famous in the anc
ient time. Its tributari is Vaha or Bahuda flowing few
miles south of Kancipuram. South Penar or Pennar is call- 

_ 330
ed Papaghni also.
Pampa:

The river mentioned near the shrine dedicated to
the Lord Ekamresvara is Pampa". Samarapungsva Piksita calls 

— —33kit Kampa flowing near Ekamresvara. But it is a name of a 
reservoir or lake there.

329. Caitanya-caritainrta; Garudapurana 1.55; Journal of 
the Buddha Text Society, Vol.V; life of Caitanya,p. 
45; Gl., p.156.

330. GD. , p.252.
331. Tirthayatraprabandha, III v.165,168,179-
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„ Thus Pampa cannot be identified with the river ris

ing from Rsjyamuka mountain and falling into Tungabhadra 
332 333

below Anagundi from where its source is eight miles. On
334

the bank of the river Pampa Rama met Eanuman. The river

Pampa is north of Tungabhadra in the Bellari district con- 
335

taing Rsyamuka hill. Here the reference to Pampa seems to 

refer another river Pampa or Kampa on bank of which temple 

dedicated to Ekamresvara stands.

Pinakini;

The' poet has praised her as 'the destroyer of the gr

eat sins (v.331) and flowing near the shrine dedicated to 

Devanayaka.

This river Pinlkini or pinaki. Tysne of Ptolemy ri

ses among the Wandidurga mountains in the Mysore province.

where on account of its northly course it is called ima_
_ 336

ra Pmakini, Detains Pinikini is Papaghni. Penniar is the
_ 337/

name applied to Pinakini called 'Morthern Pennar. It has 

two branches northern and southern and It is called Penni- 

yar in Tamil. It flows in Tamilnadu or Madras state and 
Andhraprades^a.

Sarasvati:

Sarasvati is referred to as the wife of Brahma (v.
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77). The colour of her water is said to he red. Red water
is often mentioned as joining with with Ganga and Yamuna
forming Trivenisarigama (v.80,282,351,pr.111,pr.166).

Venkatadhvarin does not intend to praise it in much
details. He mentions it. The describes it as red water
river as well as a consort of Brahma which seems to he
based on purely Puranas. Poet does not mean to refer to
the ancient river mentioned in the Vedas or the boundary 

538
of Brahmavarta and flowing from the Himalayas and lost
in the sands of desert or flowing to the sea in ancient 
339
time. It seems that there are many rivers of this name;
(a) . In Punjab rising in the Sirmur hills of the Siwalik
range in the Himalayas and enlarges into the plains at
Adi Badari in Ambala district. This river often disappears
and lastly joins the river Ghaggar which might have borne
the name Sarasvati in ancient time. In ancient time it

340
flowing into Arabian sea.
(b) . Sarasvat'i in Gujarat, which is called Raunaksi and

• «

rising from Abu runs westward towards the desert of Outch
/from the celebrated shrine'of Kotesvara Mahadeva. It is

338. MS. 11.17.
339. CD., p.248.
340. Mbh. III.33.204-205; MS.,11.17; Pdm.Sv.14; ^gv.v. 

75.
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known as Prabhasa Sarasvati to the Puranss and suppos—

341ed to he xaentical with Praei Sarasvati.
(c) . In Bengal leaving Gau-r, the main water of the Gang

es turned southward and flowed the channel of Bairat in
to the Bay of Bengal is also known as Sarasvati from at—

342
least 12th to 16th century.34

343(d) . 3and Avesta refers to Sarasvati in Afaghanistana.
(e) A tributary of Genga in Garwal i.e. Alakananda is

344
also known as Sarasvati.
(f) . -A small spot near Allahabad where Gpnga and Yamuna 

join is recognised as the place from where Sarasvati is 

said bo be flowing from the earth. Yenkatadhvarin refers 
to chis river Sarasvati and not the rivers mentioned ab

ove. 'This river Sarasvati .meets Ganpl and Yamuna in a
345

. concealed form.
Sarayu:

The name of rhe river Sarayu is referred twice in 
this work (v. 36, 357). Ayodhya is mentioned as situated 

on the bank of this river.

341. GAM., pp. 40,57, 1 12; SO (Prabhasamahatmya-ch. 35,36) ; 
GD., d.180; GP., p.146; Dr.P.V.Kane, HDS (Yindi br.1, 
p.1498.

342. GAM.,40,57,112.
343. GD., p.180.
344. Agnipuraha ch.109.17; GD.,p.180.
345. GP., p.114.
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346This river Sarayu or Sarju, the Gogra or the mod

ern Ghagra on the bank of which ancient city of Ayodh.va 
near:.Pyzabad was situated, has a source in the K/umaon
hills and is called Gogra" after its junction with the 
„ 347 _

Kalinadi. This tributary of the river Ganges and Sara-
bos of Ptolemy is half a mile from A.vodhya. Its source 

• — ,, — 348is at Himalaya. It flows from the Itanass lake or Gangot—
ri at a height about 13,000' through the Sivalik range
and comesito the plains, passes through the states of
Uttarapradesa and Bihara. While it is passing in this
way in the eastern direction, Gahga" receives it in the
districts of Chapra and Bhilar. This river Sarayu is the
Vedic Sarayu mentioned thrice in Rgveda. Regarding Yedic
Sarayu opinions differ, dimmer says that Yedic Sarayu is
in Punjab. Some identify it with Erumu, while others id-
enbixy it with the combined stream of Sutudri and Yipasa.
But most of the scholars agree in holding the opinion

, _ 349that Yedic Sarayu and modern Sarayu are identical. It is
mentioned in the epics, puranas and other Sanskrit liter- 
350
ature.
346. CD., p.235.
347. GAM., p.40.
348. Mbh.Anu.ch.155; GD., p.181.
349. II, pt.IV. Sarayu.
350. Ya.Ra.Adi. 14.1-2;23.5;U. 123.1; Paqini VI.4.174 ;vo^i- 

nxtantra 2.5; Kalikapurana 24.139;Pdm.2.35-38; nagh. 
8.95;9.20;13.60-63;19.40;Bga.V.19.18;IT.79.7,*Rgv.
IY.30.18;YI.30.18;X.64.9.
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Sindhu:

Sindhu is referred to in this work (v. 152,223,272,
351,374)* Tile poet mentions it as a sacred river twice.

Our poet intends to refer to a famous river Sindhu
and nob to the river Sindhu near Malva. Prom Sindhu came
Hind of the Arabs( or Hindi of Arabs), the Finui or Ind-

351
oi of the Greeks, and lastly India. It is one of the 
seven streams of BIvyaganga and is wellknown from the 
ancient time of Rgveda . The river Indus at its start is 
a united stream, flow of two streams, one flowing north- 
westernly■and southwesternly direction from a lake situ
ated to the north-vi/est of Kailasa.

This river falls into the Arabian sea forming a 
352

great delta. According to Alberuni only the upper course
of Indua above the confluence with Chenab sr Chandrabha- 
35 3
ga. It is Hindu of the Behistum inscription, Foddu of pi-

354
bie and Hendu of the Yendidad. Sindhu near Malva is known

355
as Kalisindhu or Baksinasindhu. A third Sindhu is also
said to be rising near Sirnoja and falls into Yamuna.Be-

- 356
vipurana mentions Purvasindhu. The course of the river

351. OB., p.293.
352. GAB., p.8.
353. Ibid.
354. GB., p.186.
355. Mbh.Vana.82;Megh.I.30;Mts. 113.Of. ffalatimadhava, 

IY.
356. GB., p.186.
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Ganges is divided into many streams, one of them is
357

Sindhu going towards west. It is referred to by Rgveda,
358

Atharvaveda, the Eahabharata, Panini and Kas'ika.

Tamragarni:
*

The river Tamraparni is a sacred.river purifying 

the devotee and setting him free from all the worldly 

distresses (v.487). It falls into the ocean and assumes 

the form of consort of the ocean in the real sense (v. 

487). The birth place of 3atha,kopaearya, an Jilwar saint, 

Eurukapu-ri is situated on the bank of this river (v.4830 

This river is called Tamravarna (Tamra = red; varna = 

colour) because colour of its water is red. It is now
_ 359 l.

known as Tgrnrajrarni or famravari. It combines its st

ream with Chittar in the Tirunneveli district of Madras.

It is Tanporundoaru according to the Tinnevelly inscri-
360
ption. Generally it is applied to Ceylon or Parasgj111^1^ 

of Kautilya, Tambopane of Greeks. V.A.Smith does not 

agree to recognise it as a name in the Tinnevelly dist

rict. According to him Ashoka’s Giranar Inscription re

fers xo the river of this name .and not the country of

357- GP., p.68.
358. Rgv.ll.12.12;II.15•6;IY.28.1;T.5 3.9;VIII.20.25;VIII 

24-27;A.^r. YI. 3.1 jMbh.Drona 101.28;Panini IV.3.93; 
Kasika on Panini IV.3.83.

35 9. GAM •, p. 4 3 •
360. GAM., p.52.
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361

the same name i.e. Ceylon. It is a river flowing to the

southern boundary of the Eandya kingdom. The port of
362Korkai was situated there according to Ptolemy. Our 

poet also accepts this river as the southern boundary 

of the Pandya kingdom (v.487). This river Tamravarna is
sometimes identified with Gundur, the name of the three
„ . '* - 363

streams combined and which -falls into two streams. It
takes rise in Malaya or Western Ghats known as Agastya— 
kuta from Nilagiri to Cape Comorin. The word T Store de

notes its copper like colour. The sand in the bed of

the river is reddish or the river of red leaves of the
/ /tree 1 of‘ fcamarincl?Sathakopamuni had passed some years 

" ' 364
under the tamarind tree.) on its bank. It is the only
perennial river of Tamilnadu, which gets water from
both monsoons, It is most useful for irrigation. It has

rapid falls. It is famous from very ancient time for
fishery. It is co be noted that people of this region a

are used to collect the water of this river containing
365 366

conches, pearls etc. The epics and Puranas mention it.
*

361. Ashoka, 3rd 3d., 162 referred to in GAT-.,. p. 38.
362. GAL., p.33.
363. Mbh.Vana.83. H;GAL., 38.
364. II,pt.IY.Tamraparni: GP., p.259.
365. GD., n.203; GP.pp126,129; IJ.pt.IV,• Vide Some Aspe

cts of the Regional Geography of Tamilnad by jr'.Ra- 
mamurthy, The Geographical Journal,Yol.23,Fo.2,1948.

366. Vide for the referene.es of the Pu'anas Pr^P.V.Kane,
HUS (Hindi tr.), P.1438. * * ‘
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Tungabhadr^:

'The saered river Tungabhadra purifies the devotee 
and sets him free from the cycle of birth and death (v. 
351) .

. . 367_
This is a famous lower tributary of river Krsna.

It rises from the Western Ghats of the western boundary

south-west of Mysore and combines to flow together under
the name of Tungabhadra which meets the river Krsna no-

368
rth of Nandikotkur in the district of Furnool. The sou-

369
roe is called Gangamula on the Yarahaparvata in the F.a- 
dur district, in the north-west direction past shringeri 
and then by the side of Tirthahalli. Thenafter it flows
past Shimoga and comes to Eudli where it meets phadra

370
and becomes Tungabhadra. The waters of this river are 
known as particularly sweet, js saying goes that one sho

uld bathe in Ganges but should drink water of Tunga whi
ch was known as Pampa in Ramayana. A legend in the Tung- 
abhadramihatmya of Brahmandapurana says that it has tri

ckled down from the high tusk of Yaraha who killed a deT 
371 372

mon Hiranyaksa;. Several Puranas refer to it.
367. GAM., p.52. ~
368. GAL.,p.196.
369. GD. , p.207; Ind.Ant.I,p.212.
370. II,pt.IY. Tungabhadra.
371. Ibid.
372. Nrsimha 66.7;Mts.22.45;114.29; Bga.19.18jBrahma. 

27.35; Vayu 45.104: Kalyana TlrthSnka, p.254.
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Vaha:

Many Agraharas or the land presented to the brahm

ins were on the hank of this river. The wise people of 

these villages used to take hath in the water of this 

river (v.355,359)* Many trees were on bhe hanks of this 

river (v.356). One of such Agraharas on the hanks of the 

river Vaha (v.357) was belonged to our poet’s father 

Raghunatha.

This river is modern Bahuda which goes under the

name of Oheggar now. It is a tributary of the river Pa-

lara. Our poet also mentions it with Pinakini or Palara.

It flows a few miles south of Kaneinuram. Vain ana purina 
373

mentions it.

Vegavati:

To the south of Kancipuram flows the river Vegava

ti which is sabered and full of lotuses (pr.106). Kama- 

sikanagara, a suburb of Kancipuram and ffastigiri where 

Varadaraja stands are said to be near ro this river (v. 

267,272,273,281,301). It is said that this river is Sara 

svati, a consort of Brahma”. Once Brahma performed a sa

crifice which was desired to be disturbed by Sarasvati 

in form of the river Vegavati (v.272,290).

373. GR., p.97; Yamana 57.78; vide Dr.P.V.Kane, HDS (Hi
ndi tr.), p.1481.
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This is a river Yagai or Bagai or Bygi flowing in

the district of MadraS. Kancipurara is situated on the bank
of this river on the northern side. Madurai is also on

374
its bank. It has a source in Malaya mountain. It is call- 

_ 375
ed Tridiva or Nasavati or Suvarnamukhi. Many puranas re- 

376
fer to it.
Yamuna:

Several names of Yamuna such as Arkabhutati (v. 
461), Asitaruci (v.123), Kilindi or Kalindakanya (v.123, 
pr.166.p.296), Patangatmaja (v.351), Savitrtanaya (v.80), 
Tapanabuta (v.156) and Yamuna (v'.445). are'mentioned in 
this work. Prom these names we can say that Yamuna is 
known as the daughter of the god Sun. Her water is black 
in colour. She has a source in Kalinda mountain.

Yamuna rises in the Kalinda mountain. The river 
is personified as a daughter of Sun through his wife

_ „ 377Sargna.- Her brother is Yama, a god of deads. It joins v.
378

with Ganges at Allahabad. It is a first great tributary 
rising from Bandarapuccha, a peak situated on the water
shed between Yamuna and Ganga. It cuts the valley throu-
374. Caitanyacaritamrta, ch.IX referred to by GP., p.124.
375. GP., p.124•
376. Yaraha 215.58;Vamana 34-6; Pdm.6.237.9; Siva.IT. 10; 

Visnu pt.ir.eh.3; Mark.oh.57.
377. CD., p.375.
378. GAM., p.40.
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gh Siwalik range and Garwal before it enters the plains
of northern India to flows south parallel to the Ganges;
from Mathura downwards it follows a south-eastern course
till it meets the Ganges forming the famous confluence
at Prayaga or Allahabad. Once it was a boundary between 

379
Surashtra and Kosala. Rgveda, Atharvaveda, Aitareyabra-
hmana, the Ramayana, the. Mahabhirata, Raghuvamsa, Kada-

380
mbari etc. refer to it. Mahavana is Vraja on the left
v , - 381bank of Yamuna where Krsna has passed his childhood.
Ptolemy calls it Dia mouna. Pling knows it as Jomanes 

382
and Arrian as -Jolares.

37S. GAL., pp.34,136.
380. Rgv. V.52.17;V.75.5;VII.18.19;A.V.IV.9•10;Ait.Bra. 

VIII. 14.4; Va.Ra". Ayodhya. 40; Ragh.YI.48 ;XIII.54- 
57.

381. Dr.P.V.Kane, HDS (Hindi tr.), p.1461.
38 2. II, pt.IT. Yamuna.
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To our poet ocean or sea is an abode of Yaruna, a 
Vedie god( v.53). Ocean is called Ratnakara being an ab

ode of jewels. A great fire called Yadava is in it. Su- 

dha or Amrta and laksmi or the goddess of wealth came 
from the ocean churned. Among the names of oceans and 
seas Ksirabdhi or Ksirasamudra, Purvasamudra and Sindhu- 
jala (Setu) are noteworthy.

*

Ksirasamudra is mentioned by the poet (v.190,230,
349). Ksira means inspissated milk. This ocean formed

, 38 3 _
the northern boundary of Sakadvipa. It is also known as
one of the seven seas. One can reach Jambudvipa which
comes next to' Sakadvipa after crossing Caspian sea or

Ksirasagara. Sometimes the Bay of Bengal is said to be 
__384 __ 385

Ksirasagara. Plaksadvipa surrounds this sea. Some take
386

it to be the sea of Japana or the turbulent and foamy
/ _sea known as the southern China sea which surrounds- 3a-

387
kadvipa from three sides. There is also a place named

383. CD., p.179; Yaraha eh.§6.
384. GP., p.40.
385. GP., p.43.
38 6. GP., p.&4•
387. GP., y p.40.
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Esirasagsra or Iiruppakadala where a shrine dedicated
to Ksiradhinatha (Yyuhamurti) and Ksirabdhinayika lak- 

' 588
smi stands.^
Samudra (.Pnnva) :

Here Samudra is referred to as Bay of Bengal whi

ch is also called Ocean of salt or Lavanasagara or lava- 
nasindhu (v.103,104,105,106,108, 353).It is one of the

seven oceans. It is described as surrounding the Jambu- 
339 _ 390-

dvipa or India. Manv Puranas have referred to it. Some-
391

times it. is used for the Indian ocean. Here in this work 
the name lavanasigara is applied to only the Bay of 

Bengal and not to the Indian ocean or Hindimahasagara.
Sindhujala^setu:

Southern ocean or the Hindimahasagara is referred 

to in connection with the Adame's bridge or Setu built 
by Rama, a hero of the Ramayana( v.477,478,479,481,482, 

483,484,435).

388. Kalyana Iirthanka, p.48 9•
389. GD., p.179.
390. GP., p.28.
391. GD., p.179-
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ttoun.t ains:

Ghatikacala (v.211,218) is better known as Tiru-

kkadikai in Tamil. It is eight miles away from Solingur

station on Arkonam-Vajaroad railway line, here on this

mountain the dedicated to Toganarasimha along with his
_ 392

consort Amrtavalli stands.

Hastigiri:

It is also called Gajabhubhrt, Karisikhari etc.

It is a hill, nay, a hillock creating an image of an 

elephant of Indra or Airavata. A shrine dedicated to

Varadarsga is founded on this hillock two miles away
< -

from Sivakanci. Twenty four steps built on this hill are

believed to be twenty four syllables of a famous G-ayatri
393

Mancra. Venkatadhvarin mentions the temple of Varadara-

ja on the ton of the hill and temple of Ekamresvara at
394

the foot of the hill. Thus the whole city of Kanciouram 

is described as situated on this hill. So the descript

ion of Kancipuram is extended'from Varadaraja to Ekamr-
/

esvara.

392. Kalyena iTrtharika, p.504.

393. Kalyena Tirthanka, p.354.

394. Vis. Kancivarnana, v.337-341.
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Himalaya:

Venkatadhvarin has referred to the mountain Hima

laya (v.97,435) •

According to the Mahibharata the Himalayan region 

is said to be situated to the west of Hepala and it co

mprised mainly Kulindavisaya. It is a source of the riv

ers Ganges, Yamuna, Sutalej etc. It includes Himacalapr- 

adesa and some parts of Dehradun. In the epics and Pura- 

nas it is described as the Yrsaparvata and the Maryada- 

parvata. It is said to be extended from eastern sea to
395

the western one. The eastern Himalayan range is streeh- 

ed upto Assam and Manipura roughly constituted the Fima- 

vata division of the Jambudvipa. Some identified the Hi

malayan region with Tibet, Fergusson with Nepala and so

me others with the central Himalayas. According to the 

ancient geographers this name was applied to the whole 

mountain range stretching from Sulaiman along the west 

Punjab and whole of the northern boundary of India upto 

the Assam and the Arakan hill ranges in the east. Acco

rding to Alberuni Meru and wisadha were connected with 

the Himalayan range.

■395. Mts. 54.24; 57.59; Mbh. Yana.253; Mbh. vi.6.3;

Kum. 1.1.
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It is the loftiest mountain in the world and forms 

a circular arch with its convexity towards India in bet
ween thes banks of the river Indus and the river Brahma
putra in the east and v?est respectively. The Trans-Hima-
layan comprises the Hindukusha, Karakoram and the Eaila- 

396
sa mountains. Shri S.M.Ali has tried well to show Meru 
in the great mountain complex. He gives'five elavated 
regions viz. The Karakoram, Dhaulagiri, Everest, the Ti
betan plateau and Pamirs Hiffh plateau enclosed by the

• - 397snow clad peaks of Hindukusha, Karakoram etc. Many Pura- 
398

|as mention it. Many sacred places of pilgrimage are th
ere. Kailasa, Meru, Kalinda, Manasa lake and Badarikssra- 
ma etc. are there.

It is Devatatma and a father of Uma, a consort of 
Lord Sankara. So Uma is said Uagaraji or the daughter of 
Negaraja or the mountain Himalaya as intended to mean 
(v.320). Uma is also called H°imavati being a daughter 
of Himalaya (v.315).

Kalinda:

It is mentioned as a source of Yamuna and known as

396. GAL., p.152. ,
397. GP., p.50.
398. Rgv .X. 1 21.4 ,*A. V.4.2.5 ;5.4.8 ;4 - 24 • 1; Kenopanisad 3. 

25; Mbh.Yana.158.19;Udyoga 11.12; Panini 4.4.12; 
Kurma 2.37.10.46-49; Kts.117.118; Gita 1.25; Mark.
51.24;52.59; Kum. 11. referred to by Dr.P.Y.Kane,
EDS (Hindi tr.), p.1504.

399. II, ot.IY. Himalaya.



the father of Kalindi or Yamuna (v. 123, pr.166.p.296). 

The source of Yamuna is about eight miles to the west 
of a mountain peak known as Bandarapuecha in the Hima
layan range. The water of Yamuna is somewhat black or 

400
bluish in colour.
Kailasa:

Yenkatadhvarin has. mentioned it as Sphatikacala 
or Raj atacala (v.21 1,329,443).

It is a mountain in the Himalaya, north of Manasa
Jlake. The paradise of lord Siva is said to be on it. It

is an .abode of Kubera. It is also called Gangaparvata
-401

and Rajataeala or the silver mountain. It is Astapada
402

mountain of the Jainas. Its range runs parallel to the
laddakha groups of giant peaks. It may be identified
with the Yaiduryaparvata. It is Kangrinpoche of the Ti-

403betans, situated 25 miles to the west of the D/Lanasa lake.
The Mbh and the Brahmandapurana include the mountains of

, " 4041 /Kanaun and G-arwal in Ihe Kailasa. Badarikasrama is said
405

to be situated on it. The identification of Kimlum with

218

400. GAL., pp.34,136.
401. CD., p.139.
402. GAL., pp.37-88.
403. GAL., pp.87-88.
404. Mbh.Yana.144-156; Brahmanda ch.51.
405. Mbh.Yana. 157.
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4° 6

Kailasa is wrong. The Hemakuta is the modern Kailasa in
407the Trans-Himalayan range. The beauty of Kailasa has

408been sung by many poets including Kalidasa.
Mandara:

Venkafcadhvarin has referred to this mountain (v.
476).

It is a great mountain used as a churning rod by 
the gods and demons at the occasion of churning the oce
an. It is supposed to be mountain of the same name in

409“cue Bhagalapur district which is held very sacred, it 
is Mallaparvata identified with the Pereshanatha hill 
in Chotanagapur also known as the mount Moleas by the 
Greeks, and the Mandara hill known to Megasthanes and 
Arrian as Mallus in the Banka division of Bhagalapur di-
STri410are S°me °ther 1x111 and mountains in India, worthy
of notice. It is two or three miles to the north of uan-
si and thirty miles to the south of Bhagalapur. It is' an
isolated hill about 700f high with a grove all around the
middle to indicate the coil of serpent Yasuki which was
served as a rope for churning the ocean with this hill 

411as churning staff. According to the Yarahapurana Mandara
406. GD., p.82: ’
407. Yik.IY; GP., u.57.408. II,pt.iY.Himalaya
409. CD., p.197.
410. GAL., p.21•
411. Eurmapurana I.1;Vamana ch.90•
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is situated on the south of the Ganges and on the Yin-

dhyan range. But however the Mahlahharat.a does recognise

another Mandara than the Mandara in Garwal in the Fima- 
412

iayan range. It is known as Kakudman and full of all ki

nds of minerals and precious stones, and is guarded by 

Indra. The word M-anda means water and it is said that it

scatters water for the good people in the company of ur-
41! „ ' 414

ahma. Many Puranas and epics mention it.

Meru:

Meru is called Sauvarnabhudhara, Kancana’dri, Ratna- 

sanu and Gangeyaprthvidhara (v.325,329,388,425).

It is a famous mountain in the navel or the centre 

of the earth, on which heaven of Indra, containing the 

cities of gods and inhabitants of the celestial spirits 

is situated. It would seem to be some mountain north of 

Himalayas. It is called Suroeru, Hemadri or Golden mount

ain, Ratnasanu or .jewel peak, Karnikacala or lotus noun-
A -1

tain, and Amaradri or Devaparvata or the mountain of gods. 

It is identified with Rudra Himalaya in the Garwal where ' 

the river Ganges takes rise. It is near BadarikSsrama

412. GD., p.124.
413. GP., p.41.
414. Yisnu.2.2.18 Mark.>51.19;Mbh.Yana. 1 39.5; 142.2; 163.4 

o 00 11-12; Liriga. 2.92. 187-188; 6-
2.bu.22; Yamana 51.74; ¥ts .8,4.13.1 3 28-
31.33;Udyoga

7.7.2.
1 2;Faradiya 

Ega.7.3.2;'

415. 01., p.208.
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and is probably the mount leros of Arrian. On the west
ern side of this mountain Fisadha and Pariyatra are si
tuated. On the southern side there stand Himavanta and 

- / . _ 416 
Kailasa and on the northern side Srngavan and Jarudhi.
It is supposed to be situated to the north of Jambudvioa,
There is also a sourthern Meru were a temple dedicated

417
to OidambaraHL stands as it contained large amount of go
ld. The Rudra Himalaya or Meru or Sumeru is bounded by 
Uttarakuru on the north, by Bharatavarsa on the south, 
by Ketumala on the west, and by the Bhadrasva on the ea
st. Kedaranatha in Garwal is traditionally called Sumeru
original. All thedoofel traditions fix it as lying to

418
the north of Aimora district. It is isolated peak or 
mountain range or a single mountain or it is an isola
ted individual range. It is fairly extensive plateau 
hemmed in by a ring of mountain peaks, so that top of
Meru resembles a saucer.i.e. it is depressed in the cen-

419
tre and elavated along its margins. Himalayan zone lying

4 20north of Himalayas may possibly be identified with Meru. 
- '* ■ 421 ' Grandhamadana is one of the southern buttresses of Meru.
_ . ✓_ 4 22The Mahabharata shows some another Meru in the Sakadvxpa
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Rajatacala, Rajatadri or the silver mountain rightly 
corresponds to Kailasa on which Badarikasrama is said 
to he situated.
Sahyadri:

This mountain is referred to as a source of the 
river Kaveri (v.284,390,391,394,397,442,443).

Western Ghats above the Coimbatore gap were known 
as the Sahyadri mountain by the ancient geographers of 
India. The Sahyadri hills run almost parallel to the 
west coast from Cap Comorin to Tapti valley. It runs fr
om the western boundary of the Deccan continuously for

423
a distance of 1000 miles. It is the northern parts of g

4 24 _
the Western Ghats and north of the river Kaveri. Goda -
vari, Krsna, Kaveri etc. spring from this mountain. One
of the eight Dvipas i.e. Varunadvipa is said to be bet -

425
ween Sahya and Vinahya mountains. It is a central table
land of Indian peninsula which consists of a plateau..
Its average elevation is about 2000 feet above the sea 
426 
level.
Yenkatadri:

^ t ' /It is called Anjanadri (v.596), Pandasukendraslala

423* GAl.» pp.21,186.
424. Mahaviracaritam Y.3; GD., p.171.
425. GP., pp.113,127.
426. II, pt.IY. Sahya mountain.
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(v.590) , ftianioatiksmabhrt (v.206), Kundalindrabhudhara
• * • • •

(v.2Q3), Pannaganaga (v. 195,198), S^esasaila (v.191), 

Vrsas^ifcliari (v.193), Vatandhayaksmadhara (v.591) and 

Uragadharadharanidhara (nr.81) by the poet Venkatadhva- 

rin.

It is a hill, a seat of worship of Visnu. It is a 
427

modern Tirupati. It is a Tirumalai mountain near Tripet 

or Tirupati in the north Arcot district, about 72 miles 

to the north of Madras, where Ramarmj«carya, the founder 

of Sri sect of Vaisnavism, established the worship of
Visnu called Venkataswami or Bala.ji VisVanatha in the

<

place of Siva in the twelfth century A.R. Venkatagiri or

the mountain destroying sins of bhe devotee is called Se
4 28

sadri being the hills in the form of serpent. This moun-
t

tain is believed to be an incarnation of Sesa. The foot

path of seven miles is in the serpent shape. This mount

ain is called Tirumalai as god Visnu dwelt there, horneti
429

ines it is known as Tiruvefikatam.

Yadugirij_
v*

Yadugiri or Yadaksmadhara is referred to by the

427- CD., p.355.
428. Ep.Indi.,Vol.VIII. p.240; SKD (Visnu) 10.55.
429. Kalyana Iirthahka,pp.349,352.
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poet (v.170,171,172,174).

It is Melukote or Mailkote in Mysore state 25
430

miles to the north of Seririgapattam. It is known as

Daksina Badarinatha or 1irunarayanapura. It contains

one of the four mutts of Ramanuja vaisnavism and a te-
431“

mple dedicated, to Krsna known as Cawalarai. Its stat

ion is 30 miles from Mvsore and 18 miles from Pandava-
''4 32

pura on the Benglore-Mysore line.

430. GD., p;214-

431. GD., p.245,’ S .K. Aiyangar, Ancient India, p.208.

432. Kalyana lirthanka, p.327*



Forests:
225

Gampakaran^a:

Fandu lai Bey refers to Campakaranya or Campaka wh

ich comprises an area of 84 miles to the north of Ranjim 
433 _

in central India. Vayupurana refers to Campakaranya near 
4 34 _ " __ 4 35
Gaya. The Mahabharata refers to Camparana in Bihar. Pad-

436
mapurana refers to the hermitage of Valmiki in this pla

ce. But Camparanya mentioned here is quite different 

from these. Our poet Yenkatadhvarin propitiates the lord 

Rajagopala whose temple is at Mannargundi on Tanjore-

Tiruvasura railway line. This area is known as Campaka-
4-37

ranya better known as Daksina Bvarika.

Tana:

A forest between Yenkatagiri and Ghatikacala shows 

its location near Tirupati according to the description 

in this Campu. The seven hills of Tirupati or Yenkatadri 

under different names are clothed with dense forest even 

today. One of suoh forests on the southern side poet mi

ght have intended to describe.
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on the northern side from Tiruvellur or Tiruvellore st-

tion on Madras - Arkonam railway line. Here is a famous
_ 433

shrine dedicated to Viraraghava. It is few miles away 

west of Madras.

226

' 438. Kalyana lir-thanka, p.504. lfo.78.
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Reservoirs

Inantasara;

It is a small lake in the temple premises of the 
lord Yaradaraja. This lake is also known as Kotitirtha 
situated near Satastambhamandapa. Usually a pilgrim af

ter taking bath in this lake worships the lord Yarada- 
439raja. Venkatadhvarin calls it Pjjanipatisara. 
Gandrasa^rovgjg:

A lake full of lotuses is mentioned (v.406).

It is a small lake in the premises of the temple

. „ *dedicated to Rangantha at Seringapattam. The devotee
first takes bath in this lake and then he may have da- 

, 440 _
rsana of Rangantha Rhagavana.
Rrdhrasarovara:

•

This lake is referred to in the description of 
Yijayaraghava (v.345,349).'

A temple dedicated to Yijayaraghava stands near 
this lake. It is famous by the name of Jatayu, brother 
of Sampati (v.346). Here Rama is said to have performed 
the funeral rites pf Jatayu (v.347). Some magical power

439. Kalyana lirthanka, p.354.
440. Ibid p.490; II, pt.I.
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is also attached to this place (pr.148,v.348). A barren 
vvoman may. beget a child by the grace of the god with
nhe giowth of the roasted seeds of Mudga or been being
sown. This is also known as Jatayutirtha, seven miles
away from Periya Eanclpuram. It is called Tiruppukulli

441•or Tirupukuzhai in the regional language namely Tamil. 
Hastisara:

Karindrasarasi (v.285) or 'laiendra PuskarinI is
» •

rear the temple of Astabhuja. It is described after Se—. 
tukrt God or Sesasayi Visnu in our text. Puhyasarasi is 
north of this lake.

inisarasi:

It is near the temple dedicated to the lord Yira-
raghava-at Viksaranya. This place was realised by Sali-
hotra who performed severe austerities here. It was

442also known as Punyavretaksetra.
Kairaviniu

The temple dedicated to Parthasarathi stands close
ly to this lake at Madras (v.'260).

Triplicane or Tiru—alli-k—kenni, the sacred lily 
tank, is called in Sanskrit Kairavini, Ksirava means lily, 
xhe small tank which we now see in front of the Parthasa-

4-41. Kalyane Tirthanka, p.507.
442. Ibid p. 504*
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rathi temple is not the Tiruvallikkeni or Kairavini des
cribed as the sacred lily tank (esa kairavini visalya- 
karini). The Kairayini was there on the south of the
present tank and temple, at the place where a new colony

443of houses called Yedavallipuram has now arisen.1'
Kasara:

A lake or a pond situated at Yadugiri near the te
mple dedicated to the lord Yadunatha or Krsna (v.197).

‘*'444
This lake is also known as Pancatarani or Vedapuskarini. 
?S2El_°£_Ki®2§_lake:

This is a lake near the temple of Ekamresvara at
Sivakanci or Big Kancipuram (v.335). Venkatadhvarin ea-

_ . - 44511s it Pampa but Samarapungava Diksita calls it Kampa.
Traditionally it is believed to be a river but now it
is a small tank in the premises of the temple dedicated
to Ekamresvara.

It is mentioned in the description of Yathoktakari 
or Setukrt. The name of the tank is related to the sai
nts named Puhya\ It has many lotuses. Brahma is said to

443- Dr.V.Raghavan, Fotices of Madras in two Sanskrit 
works, Madras Tercentary Vol. (1939), p.107;
Kalylna firthanka, p.340.

444. Kalyana Tirthanka, p.327.
445. Tirthayatraprabandha, 111.165,168,179.
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have worshipped it (v.284).

Tatakam:

A pond referred to in the description of Tirupati 

or Venkatagiri. It is sait that lord Yenkata himself 

helped his devotee in carrying away the clay being dug 

(v.197)* This reference to pond cannot he taken as xhe 

reference to the lake named Swamipuskarini .iust near the 

temple.


