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CHAPTER TII.
THE VILLAGH.

The Melabar village 1ls not formed of nucleated
settlements and there is generally no obvious boundery
separating one village from another. Each house is sur-
rounded by gérden land, small or extensive, with built
up or fenced bounderies. SBuch disperssd settlements are
usually continuous in stretches of lands separated by wet
lands which are paddy fields 1in almost contlinuous e;panse;
Thus in most of the villages can be seen paddy fields sur-
rounding or tending to engulf stretches of relatively ele-
vated areas occupied by houses which are partly hidden off
by lush growth of garden crops.

The rural population of Malabar in 1951 is 4,250,367
and the density of rural population for the whole district
is 737.1 Census Report of 1951 provides the folléwing
data regarding percentage of incresse, rural concentration
and distrlbution of rurelpopulation in villages of various
sizes, small, medium and large.

1. Population per village 1s 2843.

2. Population in wvillages per thousand of the'
district population is 893.
1. Census 19%1, Part I, Report, Vol. III, Madras and
Coorg, 1953, p.44.
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3 Percentage increazse in rural population. -
13.9 during 1921-31, 9.0 during 1931-41 and
19.6 during 1941-51.

W»&

4, Per thousand of-.«etd population 535 live in
very large villages, l.e., having a popula-
tion of 5000 and over, 273 live in large
villeges, i.e., having a population of 2000
to 5000, 175 live in villages of medium slze,
i.e., having a population of 500 to 2000,
and 17 live in small villages, i.e., having
a population below 500.

The British introduced the 'Amsam' znd 'Desam’
divisions in 1822 A.D. The 0ld desams numbering 2212
were each too small to have separate village establish-
ments and were therefore grouped into 429 amsams. Each
amsam was placed under a village headman (Adhikari) and
as far as possible the former Desavarls were appointed
as Adhikaris. A Menon {the term given as a designation
for the purpose) an sccountant, and a small staff of
Kolkarans (peons) assisted the Adhikari. After the
settlement owing to inerease of revenue, the number of
amsams wag ralsed to 736 and these were divided into
2222 desams. The desam was taken as a unlt of survey
and settlement and separate accounts have since then
been maintained for each desam.2 Census accounis treat
desam a8 a village, since 1t is an administrative unit,
except in Ponnanl and Ernad taluks where amsams have
been recognised as villages.3 In this study, unless
_othergise stated, village means a modern desam.
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2. Malabar District Gazetteer - (Madras,. 1915). p.353.
3. Census 1951, ibid, p.45.
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Sketch map of Munnurkode (not drawn to scale)
gﬁéﬁﬁ Wet lands - double crop Total area: 2.04 sq. miles
- Cultivated area in a sea-
;:, o Wet lands - single crop gsonally normal #syear:
" Permanent gardens or open 8reas (pupther parzggﬁggrggrggé
® for seasonal dry-land crops. Tables II & I1I)
ROAD. - Not metalled, and not moborable except in summer.
1. A temple of Vishnu 4. A temple of Bhagavatl
2. Nambudirl house 5. Moslem Elementary school
3. Hindu elementary school » 6. A mosque
Houses of various castes:-
N.- Nair MS .- Moslem C.~ Cheruman PN.- Panan
P.- Pattar T.- Tandan CT.~ Chetti K.~ Karuvan
M. - Mannan TT.- Tattap A.- Asari
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Eric Miller observes:

"That the present day Desam can generally be called
for sociological purposes, a village, with a recognizable
community life of its own, 18, I believe, mainly the
result of the tremendous popu%itlon increases during the
last hundred and fifty years.

The data discussed in this chapter were collected
chiefly from the three villages which I studied, but as
noted in the vreface, the study was not, strictly confined
to these villages, and at rendom, data pertaining to
neighbouring areas supplenment a8 a metter of need. Of
the three villages in Walluvanéd taluk, the two, Munnurkode
and Karattukursi, are loczted at about one and a half
miles on either side of a road which eight‘miles south-
wards reaches Ottapalar which is for these villages the
nearest town and railway station. Kolappulll, the third
village, margined by a road at ite western boundary is
three miles north-east of the town and railway jJjunction
Shoranur aznd eight miles north of the town of Ottapalam.
Its location by cross-~country distance is only about six
miles from Kerattukursl although by road the distance 1is
about fourteen miles. Trikkateri, Kuttikode, Penamanna,
Cherpalcherry, Chalavara, EKizhur, Kolekkad and Vazhur,
the villages of which mention is made in various chapters
in tpis study are within ebout a radius of four miles
from the village of Munnurkode. Of these, Trikkateri and
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4, Bric J. Miller, 'Village Structure in North Xerasla'
in 'India's Villages', by M. N. Srinivas & others (Vest
Bengal Govt. Press, 1955.) p.45.
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Kuttikode, sast to west, occupy the area between Munnurkode
and Karattukursi. Ottapalam, a class III town with a
population of 22,695 is the nearest town to all these
villages except Kolappulll which has urban contacts with
both Ottapalam (7 miles south) and Shoranur (3 miles west),
a class III town with a population of 11,586. My observa-
tions In other villages mentioned in the preface, namely,
Kollengode on the eastern border of Palghat taluk and
Mullasseri and Velepad in the coastal taluk of Ponnani,
have also enlightened some of the aspects discussed in
this cheapter. o

0f the three villages, Munnurkode, Karattukursi and
Kolappulll, relatively 1esé.attention was focussed on the
third village. However, all the three villages together,’
for convenlence, will be mentloned as villages of focal
interest or more briefly focal villages. Each village
may sometimes be referred to‘as the flirst, second or third

village in the order mentioned here.

Extracts from census data of 1951 pertaining to a
few of the villages mentloned providing details of area,
cultivated area, population agq division of population
into 1livelihood categories are given in Table 2 that
follows. . S

Although the descriptive accounts in this chapter
are in the present tense, unless otherwlse stated, the
reference ig to conditions which existed chliefly in the
early decades of this century and continﬁed until about

the end of the forties.
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Table 2.

Extracts from census data (1951) regerding area, vopula-
tion, llvelihood classes etc. of a selected few of the
villages mentloned.
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Occupled .
Ares houses. ) Culti~
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Sguarg ~=-~—ewec——- tion. rates. area
miles. Houses House- (acres)#
) holds.
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Munnurkode 2.04 348 363 2095 640 792.03
Karattukursi 0.67 150 150 893 415 300.35
Kolappulli 3,88 695 663 3633 1260 1390 .68
Trikkateri 2.20 561 578 3387 864 1040 .41

Kuttikode 1.00 229 238 1408 297 544,56
Panamanna 3.25 654 679 40909 1295 1385 .41
Kizhur 2.38 198 ’ 212 1275 423 402.16
Chalavara 2.66 541 564 3131 935 1164.40

* The areé-given is as in a seasonally normal yesar.

Note:~- The cultivated area for different villages does not
show a uniform proportion to the total area of the
regpective village. This, in the light of my fami-
liarity with these villages, 18 atiributable to the
hill slopes which are not useful for cultivation.

(Table 2 contd. next page)
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Table 2. (Contd.)
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Agricultural classes. Nom-agricultural
classes.,
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Mannourkode 301 215 751 152 138 5 il 343
Karattukursl 96 298 260 7 39 Fil N1 93

Kolappulll 615 511 503 105 415 223 36 1225
Trikkateri 126 830 2 254 349 213 6 1577
Kuttikode 90 ~ 540 206 181 57 10 Nil 264
Panamanne 182 1103 549 275 325 141 12 1506
Kizhur 171 208 713 S9 12 Nil1 DNi1 T2
Chalavara 215 813 1038 83 258 48 25 67
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Livelihood Categories. -
Classes. I. Cultivators of land wholly or mainly

owned and their dependants.

II. Cultivators of land vwholly or melnly
unowned and their dependents.

III. Cultivating labourers and their dependants.

IV. Non-cultivaeting owners of land, agri-
culturel rent receivers and their
dependants.

Non-zgricultursl classes - Persons
including dependants who derlive thelr
livellhood from -

V. Production other then cultivatlion.
VI. Conmerce
VII. Transport
YIII. Other services and miscellaneous sources.

Note:- My familiarity with these villages permlt me to make
the following observatlions with reference to the
1ivelihood categories. (a) Class IV people are more
in the villages where Nalr families are relatively
large 1n number, and where they (class IV) are small
in number, they are Nairs who own more land and
hence thelr figure small. (b) Only caste-wise
analysis can explain the disparity in the proportion
of the eight classes 1n relation to the number of
households in each village.
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A detaliled accdunt of the castes and their rela-
tive rank will foilow in the.hext ehapter, but to cons;der
the nature of the ﬁillagé community, & brief account of
castes in Walluvaenad taluk is at this stage necessary.
Castes for this purpose can be érouped‘approkimately.based
‘on theif rank and the groups can be enumerated 1n the fol-
15wing rank order. (By renk I mean ritual status of a
caste, and by ritual status, the relative evaluation of an -

individual or a non-caste group based on fitual considera-

t;ons.)*
Indigenous castes Immigrant castes
1. Nambudiri Brahmins '~ Pattar Brahmins
: (also known as Iyer)
Imbrandiris

(The above are patrilineal)
(Castes below are matrilineal)

2. Ambalavagi castes ]
(1.e. temple servants)
Pisharodl, Variyar,
Poduval, Marar.

3., PSamanthan castes
Eradi, Vellodl,
Pirumulpad, Kartaevu.

4, Nair castes (upper group)
Kiriyam Namblar
Kirlyam Nair
Sudre Nair
Charna Menon
Nalr Panicker

. 5. Nair castes (middle group)
Charna Nair ) .

Vattekat, Palllichan, ,

Ulladan, Anduran, Attlkursl.

- 6. Nair castes (lower group)

Veluthedan (washermang

. Vilakkatira (barber
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Indigenous castes - Immigrant castes

(Castes belbw ere‘patrilinea1)4

7. Eruthachan (or Kadupottan) Mannadiar
. Taraksn -
8. Tandan (kmown as Iruvan, Muttan
Chon or Tiyan in other
places)

Tandan Kurup,
Ganisa Panicker'

9. Mannan ’ - Chetti

. 10. Asari, Moosarl, Tattan, ) N
’ Keruvan. ~ Kallan Muppan

EETR Pulluvan, Panan
12. Parayan, Nayeadi, Malayan
4 | The rank order given here 1s to permit a convenient
presentation-oflthe outline of interdependence in terms of
groupslof*cestee. Within some 6f the groups the order of |
‘ enumeretion does:not eenvey'the exact reiative rank of
‘each caste. Often the relative rank is disputed parti-
cularly in the early decades of this .century, but within ..
. one village, the- reletive rank is more or less settled and
necognised. Eech group and the fow castes not mentioned
here, nor significant 1n the main theme of this chapter,
will be treated with relevant detalls in the next chapter.
Of the first flve groups mentioned the upper group
of Nair castes 1s _the numerically 1argest and are. chiefly
non-cultivating kanam tenants. The second group, Ambala-
vasis, serve temples dlrectly and eeme of them are kanam
tenants of temnle lands. The Samantans and Nembndiris'can

be broadly termed as janmi castes although the less wealthy
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Samanthaﬁé hold kenam tenﬁré.l The:sixth‘gfoub, the Lower
- group of Nair castes render services of & ritual and occu~'
national nature to all other castes above them and they
often have serviceSvto pastes in more_than‘one\village.5k
The seventﬁ caste-tends to confiﬁe its main'égrvice of |
Ateaéh;ﬁg the #hree'R‘s-to,thé uﬁpér group of Nairs. All
the castes below aﬁr"elpgiiiu’tin‘g’ in the sense that they
pollute thé hiéherhcaséés not only'by'ﬁouching but also
' by approaching closer, beyond a nresoribed scale of distance.
‘The caste of Tandans, the elghth in tbe 1ist, are toddy
‘ tabpers, jaggery makers and holders of" simple—lease tenure
(verumpattam) and casual agricultupal labourers. Atleast
‘one f#ﬁiiy in oné~or‘a»féw,villages.haé the hefgdifary
riéht of handling éome disputeé bf léwer castes}: The
| Tandan Khrun of this group is in some places the tradi-
tional instructor in gymnasium (Kalari) and. is a speclalist
(in massage. Ganisa Panicker is to the village the most
1moortant of this group serving ‘28 astrologer with a right
to serve castes above wlthin orie or a few villages. rThe
more essential of the services of the next caste, Mannan,
is rendered by Mannan women and 1t is r;tual purification
of women of céstes_of ﬁaifs‘and'gboﬁe’gfter-mensﬁruapion
‘and delivery. The temth group is of‘aftiéaﬁtéasies, the
éérnéntef, masbﬁ, bell-metal'ﬁorker,'géldémith énd iron-
smith respectively in the order mentioned._ The impcrtant
service of Pulluvan of the next group 1s to propitiate
1 snaka—dgities fqr.ﬁhe~higher castes . The Panan of the
same group sﬁppiies leafiﬁmb#élias‘ahd caétrateé~caﬁ;la.
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The Cherumaﬁ is a castevof agriculturai‘serfé devoted to
agricultural 1aﬁoﬁr of a wide variety serving tﬁe land
owners and'tengnts of whom the bulk are the middle group
of Nairs. The next group of castes may be regarded as semi-
tribal each with a compact settlement on hill slopes, waste
lands or jungle areas The Parayan has bamboo matting and
basketry and the removal and skinning of dead cattle a8
his chief occupation and he serves all eastes of a few
’villages. The Nayadl supplies forgst produce such as -
honey, fibre and sdme herbs and.serves gevgrai-viliages.
Ifhe Malayan 1s a gathefér énd'supplier of Torest produce
but he does not have standardised relations with the v11—
"lage folk as is the case with the Nayadi or the Parayan.
The immigrant castes have by now become»integrated into
;he rural soclisl stfucﬁure.but except fof‘the Imbrandiris
“who are temple priests3fhe§ have no ritual-serviées to the
lgindigenous castes. They are, however, 1mnortant groups
_of castes and their occupational services rendered without
village~wise 1imitations will bevconsidered in a later
context. | . |

The picture of groupé of caétes is not complete
even in. its summary form withouﬁ ﬁentioﬁ'Of theifamilies
~of rank and high wealth‘wﬁo originally belonged to Nair
castes but are.soclally aloof from them by virtue of thelr
rank. Such famllies khown as Sthanls are mainly the former
Desavairis and Naduvaris &hd those who got‘titles'ascfibed

by ﬁre—British‘chieftainsﬂfor deeds of merlt or for



66

~holding offlces of iﬁportaﬁce. The term Sthanl connotes
the meaning of'rank.with’pélitical rights énd privileges
ascribed in the past by pre-British rulers and held here-
ditarily by the same family, Sthani famillies, to which
-eveh Nalr caste they originally,felonged, are regarded as
ranking above all Nair caste'subject to certain 1imitatioﬁs
to be & described later. The titles attached to such
renks are usuallﬁ the original caste names and there are
thﬁs families of Sthani ﬁair,fSthani Panicker and rarely
Sthani Varlyar (é temﬁla service éaste). .All_Sthani
fémilies are janmis of éousiderablé weelth and are in this
' respect on a par with tﬁe very wealthy Janmis who mainly
belong to the castes of 'Neimbudi;vié and Samanthans .
A-janmi whéther‘Namdeiri' Samanthan or a. Sthani‘
has hls retainers of Nailr castes residing in villages where
he owns lands and holding his lands under kanam, or less
commonly under verumpaptam, tenure. The retalners render
ritual services and the large #umber~of their families are
" located within the village of his residence end in a Tew
neighbouring villages where he owns lands. Sudra Ngirg
" are retalners of Nambuéiris, Kiriyattil and Chafna Nairs
of Sthanis, and KirijaféillNairs and Charna Menons of
Semanthans. Several of the Janmls are also managers
(Uralens) of temples of wealth and the. tensnts of temple
lands‘are virtually under the 6ﬁerlordShip of the Janmi-
manaéef. Such tenants- belong. to the upper group of Nair

castes or to the castes of temple servants some of whom



67

hold the tenure as a fight,fof their temple service.

The Nair.ﬁenanté of a vil}age‘related to the janmi
through the tenure and throogh rotainer services may be
4 regarded as the core'group in the‘study of the village
structure. &4 village may be regarded as Sthani headed or. .
Nembudiri headed or Samanthan headed according to the |
caste of the janmi even‘whenlthe Janml owning most~o£ thez.~
'lands of the village is not residing there. The nature
of the relations of the upper group of Nairs with the
janmi'ahﬁ their‘coﬁmand.over,.ésuvéll a8 their inter-caste
" relations with% lower oaStes residiné.in'tho viilégé justify.
such austatement. It méy oe noted that there are, intoarﬁs
of South Malabar, villages 'headed' (in the sense mentioned)
by families of Rajas (pre-BritiSh rulers) or by a wealthy
Nair Janmi ranging below the Sthani. There aré also
. instances of a very'wealthy Nelir ianam tenant or:more
rarely a verumpattam tenant of. high wealth being regarded
'for all practical purposes as the hezad of one or a few
'villages in which he has got extensive lands held under
~tenure.5 It is important to note that whether a . janmi or
2 kanam tenant heads a village it is always & large joint
- famlly that heads and not an individual.' The picture of
villages outlined here as being headed by a famiiy is not
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, 5. No case of a verumpattam tenant becoming such a

'head! has come to my notice but informents state that
there.are rare lnstances even in Walluvanad taluk parti-
cularly when verumpattam is held. directly. under a janmi or
" a temple. ,
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" so simple, fbr there are villages, altﬁough probebly
small in number in each taluk; under janman fights of
several’janmis.» However, in an account of covsrege over
2 taluk or taluks it is prOpér to generalise that in the
villages the cenﬁres of power and authority are Jjanml
families of Sthanis, Samanthans or Nambudiris or rarely
. families of wéalthy and leéding Wair kanam tenants some
of whom had, by the close of last century, acquired Janmam
1ands.5

" The .terms 'power’ and.'authority' need an explana-
“tlion to understan& in what éense‘a village gets & good
" amount of unity and coherence inﬁthis century. . Power and
authority indicate "an individual's coﬁmahd over the
actions of others, or, as a’coroliafy, his own freedom of
action..... Power migﬁt'bé‘taken to refef‘to an 'unexpécted'
command.... not thought of as a right but rather as a use
of resources of anf kind - physical, economic, based on
belief and so forth; 'Authoritf' is always expected and
‘de_ Jure. n7 o ‘ ‘

* The tenants of the upper groun of Nair castes in

a village, who, as noted, form the core group in the
yillage, have power heldaby several families in varying ‘
degrees . 'Tﬁey hold autﬁority over their sub-tenants or
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. 6. There are no Nambudiri families in Pslghat taluk
where big jJanmis are Nairs, Samanthans, and a few Mannadlyar
-families (originally an immigrant. caste of Tarakan rank).

.- 7. 8.F.Nadel, Foundations.of Social Anthropology,

(Cohen & West, London) D. 169
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'cultivatbrg‘but generally it 1s much less tﬁgn thet held
by the family heading the viliage. ‘Thex;‘efore they will
‘ henceforward be mentionéd es families of the power gfoun N
by which reference 1s to the group of Walr families holding
power and some degree’ of authority over the lower castes
-and over the less wealthy and almost powerless famllies J
of thelr own caste. The bases of power cone ;or & detailed
consideration in a later context but suffice it to note
here that factors such as caste rank, wealth in. land
- affiliations with certres of power and authority, posi-
. tions in government service, local prom&nence)for leader-
ship qua1ities, contacts with those much highly placed in
~other villages, all constitute the bases of power. Broadly
~speaking, in the“present contgxt pqwer and authority are
baséd on the fact that baéte’fénk is correlated to wealth
in @addy lands. This fééﬁﬁhas’been‘pointed out in the:
previous éhahtér by stating thét hiérarchy of Casteé
broadlv coinclded with hierarchy of groups holding dif-
N fefent 1nberests in 1ana - Janmam, kanam, verumpattam.
hThere are instances of villages where upper group of Nair
castes, or castes above them, are ‘absent or in’ a minorlty
'without_power, and ¢ast§s belqylgairs pre@ominate@ A l
' village of this type comes under the grlip of families of
»power in one, or sometlmes a few, of the neighbouring
'villages. ‘ ) ‘
Each of the majority of villages can thus be 1ooked

upon in terms of the Lamily of power and authority and the



%0

group of‘fémilies of power, thé latter usually belonging
to the upper’group of castes of Nairs. Thé power-group
~famfgliéé though commonly are Nairs of -the upper group,
in some #illages they are of the Samanthgﬁ‘qasteé} rarely
of the‘gmbalavasi.castés and not‘infrequently are instances
of a cémbination'of familles éf qastes of upper group of“
Nalrs and above, excepf Némbudiris, becoming the power-:
groub. : » |

| The three villéges gstudied can noﬁ be briefly
-mentioned in terms of ﬁhe‘bentres of power and authority .
In Munnurkode a‘Nambudiri,jéint family which‘owns over
95% of the land resides with families of Sudra Nair
retainers. in Kerattukursi are Sudra Nair’famiiies,
retainers of a Néﬁbudiri‘family staying in the neighbouring
village Chalavara and owning thrée)fourths of the lands of
Karattukursi. ‘Thé two are thus Nambudiri-headed and each
is only one of the few villages supplying retainer services
')of Sudra Nairs to their respective heads . Kblaﬁpulli is a
village headed by a Sthani Neir who lives "in Kavalappara,
- a village three mlles gway. Nearly thrée fodrth of the
lands of the village belongs %0 the Stheni Nair and it is -
one of the few Yillagesvwhere his retainers, the Kiriyattil
Nairs, peside. In eachnof the thrgeﬂviilgges families of
po&er belong to the retainer pastes.i b

A fTew observations on gpafial distribution of castes

~in é village 1is pertinent ﬁere‘iﬁ order to get a graphic.

‘ides of the multicaste Hindu village. The sketech map of
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. Munnurkode that follows showsrhoﬁsés grouped caste-wise

in different parfs of the villaée as can be observed today.
The other two villages have similar though not idenﬁical
distribution of castes. Although the settlements (houses
each with a compound) of Nairs and above are impressively
dispersed, what 1s opeﬁ to observation {oday shows a
tendency to cluster. Partition of femilles in the last
three decades and the desire to locate oneself as near 1o
one's kin as pcssibie lead to tﬁe c¢loser grouping of houses.
However, -even in former times, the degreayof closeness in ‘
groupling in one‘convenient»sitevér the degree of'dispersa1'
along certain tracts, varied caste-wise. A few polluting
‘castes such as the TPandans and carpenters (and Moslems)
show a comparati#ely high closeness in grouplng. My
observation ip other villages shows that among some castes
is a tendency to llve clbser even when'they can afford to
stay in larger compoun&s. Such castes in decreésing order
of their observed preference for disperéed settlements are
' TPendans, Artisan castes, iﬁmigrant castes, lower polluting
castes .of Parayan and Nayadi. It can however be remarked
with reference t0 all the‘villagéé I visited, that wealthy
Christians, Modems and thé very ﬁealthy families of Tandans
and of‘immigrant castes of Tarakans show,a preference to
have substantial houses in spaclous compounds. In respect
of Hindu -castes 1t may be generalised that matriliﬁeai
castesﬁhave dispersed settlements while the patrililineal

indigenous castes in déscending order of rank show a
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decreasing nrefefehce for'disnefsal, the ekcsntions being
Nambudirls at the ton of the rank order and Cherumans
(agricultural serfs) among the bottom castes. The
"Nambudiris have\the_dlspersal pattern‘of Nalrs ﬁﬁile the
'_Chefumens are largely scattered‘inegefden compcﬁnds owned‘
by Nairs under gafden41an¢-tenure} ﬁise Jeﬁyi in her
" paper on éeograpﬁical basis"ofx?ﬁralgsetﬁlements}in Kerzla
has shown that there arejseeeral types of variations of
‘ diepefsea settlements in'Kefele and thet nueleated villages
- exlst in the ghat regions and perts of Palghat taluk and
at cross-roads now developing into townships 8 What my
" observation shows is- that, as already outlined,rwithln a'

village there are caste-wise dlfferences in ihe degree of

'> dispersal Agein, I fina tﬁat even 1n a‘hucleeted village -

there is caste-wise difference in the comnactness of ‘
grouping of houses The most nucleated village which she
A?%? pointed out in Palghat taluk is Kollenéode, forty-five
‘miles away from the focal villeges of this study. 4I
visited this villege for a brief stay in connection with

this study end I found that houses are grouped caste-wise

8. Miss V.A. Janaki,""Geographical Basis for the Distri-
bution and Pattern of Rural Settlement in Kerala", Journal
of the M.S University of Baroda, vol. II, No. 2, October,
1953, pp. 41-54

In this paner the author has shown that (1) dispersed
settlements have linear, uniformly spaced or seml-grouped
" pattern (2) Moslems, Christians and. non-Malayalee Hindus
_have settlements of a rather nucleatsd nature (3) there
are in some areas some nucleated villages of indigenous
"Hindu castes.
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and houses of Nairs and‘above aré less compactly grouped
than those of the lower castes and particularly‘bf the
good number of iﬁmigrant castes in that border‘village.

Turning to theylower groups 6f castes epumerated,
" the distribution of sevéfal of them in the villages is
goverﬁed by their custoﬁéryhrigh§>to serve higher castes
. 0of a specified area. This area verles with the nature of
servicés bﬁt it is spa:cély‘that'it islcqnfined tp one
- village. The right t§\serve»§arious castes 1n an aréavis
& guerded heritage and an asset and 1is known by the term
;Avakasam'l The teérm means 'right' or 'privilege’ and 1t
involves ﬁoth economic anﬁ.ritual felations.

,‘ Avekasam sérvices,‘from ﬁhe #antage point of Nairs
pf ﬁhe‘ﬁpper group;'are chiefly'tﬁose’of Barber{‘wésherman,
purifiler oproliution after birth and death and funeral
priést and of artiéap castes. This group of Nairs, as
noted, themselves fendér ritual services to Sthani Nairs,
Samenthans and'Nambudifis. Such families to whom the Nairs
have to éerve(in a ritual capacity are very few and far
between énd it is therefore>réasonab1e to think of the
village as a locus of sociél relations in which fhe‘ﬁairs
of the upper group and the avakaéam castes are the major
groups. Nairs of the upper group regarq % few a&gkasam
castes as the mdst essenﬁia;: the birth~-death pollution
purifier and.funeral priést (Attikursi), berber and
 midwife (Vilakkattira), wﬁéﬁerman,(véluthedan), all of them

belonging to lower grouﬁs of Hairs, and of the‘éastes still
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lowéery the menstrual pollution pﬁrifier (Manhan); carpenter
(Asari) and. ironsmith (Karuvah) and astrologer (Panicker).
’The Cheruman ig, étrictly'speaking, not én_avakaéam,caste
and has no ritual service but he is aﬁ‘essentiai éaste of
farm labourers. iﬁ(the village economy.
The recent studies of Eric Miller and Kathleen

Gough dealing in. the main or in part w1th the Malabar
village contribute z great deal to our knowledge of the
village coﬁﬁgnity in Malabar. A‘reference to’tﬁesé studies
£ls0 helps td confine the‘coﬁsideration of my field data
to such aspects which.may further enlighten our ﬁﬁowledge
~ of the Malabar village. Miller‘iﬁ'his article "Village
Structure In North Kbralaﬁ.proviﬁes a éeneral pictuﬁe of
villagg structure in Malasbar and Cochin.? He deals with
the evolutlon of thé modern desam. and the pre~British
horizontal and vertical unity of castes{ the fofmer‘qutting
across ‘desams and thus_pfesﬁmabl&‘coniribuﬁing to the unity
of'nad’(district).w1The ;atter asfseen in‘the vertical
system of rights and Qbiigatipns between~qastés-was not
confined io village\bopndaries but overlapped villages.
He notes that this feature offoverlé?piné was’prébably one
of the factors contributing to the unity of the nad.
Rggarding the present si#uation he notes:

"Lt is very difficult néwadéjs in Kerals to point out

-—--.—---——-..--—--—-——.—:—.———«uom-—u-_-.—-———..——_—-—-—-.——----———

9. Eric Miller, op. cit., and M"Caste and Territory in
‘Malabar", American Anthropologist, vol. 56, No.3, June, 54.
Kathleen Gough, "Changing Kinship Usages in the Setting
of Politiceal and Economic Change among the Nayars of
Malabar", The Journal of the Royal Anthropologicel Insti—
tute, vol. LXXXII, 1953. .
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to any unit ae a clearly demarcated, coherent 1ndependent
village community . } , .
, Subsequently Miller has- handled several of the same’ aspects
in his paper on "Caste and Territory in Malsbar" which shows
territorial segmentation)oz the pre-Britlsh times as a cor-'
relate of a rigid caste,system.’f The studies of Gough and
Miller show the nature of aegam as a unlt of limited self-
e}sufficiency in tﬁe‘pasé as‘well es‘teday‘ :There“is .there~-
* fore no need o illustrate that the v111age in this century
'18 often deficient of a few castes ronderlng 1mportant ‘
services to the various castes In his second paper

4 mentioned, Miller makes a snecific analysis of caste in

) -[relation to local political structure. He shows that for

various groups "of castes’ the snatial range of social rela~

“tions beyond desam varied but vas confined within the nadu.

" :The exceptions to this feature were the Nambudiris and in

~ some asnects the Samanthans. This contributed to\the unity
10-. Miller, "Village Structure in North herala“, P 50.
11. Miller, "Caste and Territory in Malabar', -

Miller notes that (1) thé pre-British nadu.was the possible

limit. to which lower castes bélow military Nairs could ‘

extend their social relations - within caste (2) their rela-

tions with other' castes were 1arge1y confined to the village

(3) men of chieftain castes could and d41d tend to. confine

" marriage to their chiefdom (4) pelitical boundaries circum-'

- scribed the movement of military Neirs (5) "Only the mili- -

tary Nalrs and higher castes had any internal organisa-

tion that extended to the boundaries (of the chiefdom) and -

¥ beyond." (6) castes below Nairs had a smaller spatial

" range of social relations within caste although possibly

the spatial limit was the nadu (the district or a chiefdom).

- Thus the rigld caste system existed correlated to these

. features. and the unity of the nadu malntalned. - i
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within the larger territory, the chiequm,.and as he states
";nhibited the~gfowth of caste seliearity o?er,a‘wide ares."
* There is elear overlapﬁingyof verticel inter-
dependence among villages in fhis century.' From the
villager's peint 6f view, as’i learh 1t, this feature is
desirable in view.of the contlguous nature of the villages.
Thls leads to inter-village attitudes of mutual concern and
regard and curbs tendencles of a village un;ty from becoming
(aggreseive agaiﬁst the:intereste“of‘a'ﬁeighbouring br‘cén—
tiguous village. The fact of relations euchkas those of
" lessor-lesseq, masteé-servant, patron-client, devotee—
deity, and relations of‘riﬁuei eooberation and tles of
kinship, all crossing village boundaries ensure harmonious
attitudes at inter-village levels of contacts. Some of
these relations, it will be seeqvln a later context,
directly or indirectly contribute to the eense of inter-
dependence and“consequent coherenee among’casﬁee:within a
village The villager has an awareness of a certain amount,
of vertical 1nterdenendence instituted and otherwise, shared
with neléhbourmng v1llages. It is this feellng or avare-
ness which has to be recognised.~ '

The village as noted 1 a limited self-oufficient ’
entity, a fact which becomes further explicit in?several
contexts In thils stﬁdy. Kathleen Gough notes thet the
village structure of iﬁterdepenﬁenee of ceetes‘in’Melabar,
‘1ﬁspite of theipeliticai cﬁanges imposed from outside'
remained intact throughout the 19th cen,'bury.12 This

——c—-—m-—.—-.---.------.--—_v-u--.----—-——u—--—-_—-u-——--q-‘—--—-c-——--—-——

12. X. Gough, op clit.
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sustained 1ntendenendenee”of‘cesfee,*as ny dataAehow,
with the fact of village a8 an adminlstrative unit for
a century, and the sense of security derived from the - ‘
’exietence of e.group of familiee of povwer and’the village'
'head', hds created a*‘We*'feeiing among the‘residente of -
the villege. The village unlty 1n thls century is an
outcome of this feeling and it~ finde collective expression
.in demande for oommon benefits such as schools, conxri-
bution to. benefit funds and some offerings to: temples et
festival times eXhibiting 8 villege spirit to excel such
offerings of other villages. Above all 1n general the
“unity can be found in. the villager 8 speaking in terms
of whatever the village can boast of 1n distinction to
another and also in. epeaking in terms of one s village
- name as the common way of reveeling one's identlty to
stranger's outside the ville.ge.T3 It is imnortant to
‘note that some of the assets a village can boast of may |
xaapparently seem to be divisive rather than cohesive
fectors. For lnstance, village'lands may belong to fﬁo'
’or three’ janmis and the residents are thus under different -
centres of authority and power. But a. resident of such a
village would eay "we have three: janmis W1th interests 1n
our villege end we have thus contrects with three great
centres.” Similar attitude exists when\two or three o

--—-—----——q-uc—-——n-o—u—-u-—--nnou—-—.-—-—-——-——————————-——-——--———

'13. Miller in his "Village Structure -in North Kerala®
states that in Cochin when two Nayars meet the mutual iden-
tity 1is revealed not in terms of their villages but in
terms of the Nambudirl family whom they serve. I think
this is rather the traditional pattern and even then there

. appears to heve been the alternative of Introducing oneself
-, "in terms of one 8 desam vhich 1is quite a. common practice
‘to&ay. . )
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territofial segmenfs>of 2 villége angmupdér_right to
worshiﬁ and devote to anhual fegtivals ai diffefent tsmpleé
of which ohe‘or two'are outside tﬁe-v111ag° as is often
‘seen 1in the 1nstance of a goodAnumber of villages. A
villager would say “we have ’Tattakams (temple-right areas)
‘.for ‘three temples and all those deitles are ours although
only sagments of our village, by right, participate in
festival offerings;‘ There is truth in suck statements,
" as will later be seen -in the patronage of ‘a range of
deities reputed for bes@owing‘different benefits.' Such
features which apparently do not contriﬁute to #illage
unity are to be viewed from the villagers' point of view.
The Nair informants of any caste speak of their
villagers as 'We' but on further enquiry it is fognd that
the higher castes always leave out the immigfant castes .
" and Moslems from fhg ‘We’»grbu?. There is, as seen today,
, alsq;é tendency to égélude Tandans living on the border
areas and not workingvrégulaflyibn the village farms but
) devoﬁe to toddyﬂtapping'and other work in-a humber:of
‘villages. In Munndrkodé'(in 1955) a groﬁp of Pattar
‘ Brahmins (11 families) staying close to the Vambudiri
house and Moslems (48 families) staying on the western
margin‘marked off by a canal and. Chettis (6 families)
‘staying on the eastern corner are not recognised as inte—=’
gral parts of the village group. The Nairs (94 families)
when questioned about their we-feeling also tend to

" exclude Tandens. (11 families) staying in the Mpslqm sector
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mafked off by the canal. Information ffom other Qillages
permit the general statement that 1nd1gahous castes living
within the viilage bouﬁdary'are usuailydregarded by higher
castes as,cqmponents'of,the 'Wé‘ group. However, there is

a marked tendency to. exclude qastes living moréicompactly

in one corner of the viilage living chieflj through means
derived from outside the village‘and thus keeping off from
regular sustalning intefdependencelwith-other qastes in the
village.x This tendency in its feeble beginnings chara$terise
the we~group feelinéfin the beginniﬁg of this century.

This feature. of exclusion of céﬁtes'from‘the 'We' group

also bears out that atleast .in thils century cooperétion of
yarious cestes in celebrating the-énﬁual temple féstival

of the chief village deity is not = satiéfactory index‘of
the"endgring'interdepéndenée of the various céstes throughouﬁ
‘the year. ‘

Miller spéaks of the unity of a Malabar ‘village in‘
this century_as a nebulous concept. One of the important
reasons, as he discusses the- subject, ié‘the overlapping
of avekasam ser&ipes over several viliages as wﬁen a
family of washerman 6r barber or‘astrologer sefves sevefal
castes in a few villages. I réggrd that this in itself
cennot in the normal course adversely affect village unity
for the reason that there is no sense of dependencj on fhe
giver of such services. ‘Avakésam implies on the péft»of
thé giver (of services or gaods) a right to give, and on

the part of the receiﬁér, a right to redeive. The deliveéry
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OF of what is given is not {ex~gﬁdown‘ but at the doors of
the receiver. A giver, 1f defaults, can Ee puni&hed or
coerced to resume his supply, ané for this, economile
: éanctions can be used through or by the familles of power
or the centre of power and authority. As a corollary, tﬁe
right to recelve can be withdrewn from the receiver if he
‘or his fémily has done & serious ﬁpeach of his qéste customs
- or violated the more important §f the norms of inter-caste
relétiéns. * | '

In view of this feature of avakesam services, the
factors adversely affécting village unity should better be
,recognised in some other f;eids of inter-village dependence.
Avakasam*serviceéhérg reéuired at specified occasions and
there is a miniﬁﬁm quantity of éuch services expected from
avakasam famllies. BéyondAthis.minimum a ﬁbn;avakasam
family may be soﬁght from outs;de one's village to render
services of the avakasam category. This ié done through |
thg interest in the c¢holce of speciallsts for reésons of
quality of service and 1t is a common feature fegafding
services such as agtrology and carpentry. Generally,
.specialists such as ironsmith, carpenter, astrologeriand>w
very farely bell metal ?ofker{ sll rendering services not
exclusively ritual, may be éought from 6gtside retaining
the avakasém speclalliste to render the‘miﬁimum services
required. . There ave, agein, sPééialiséd occupations of &n
f'opeﬁ'\hature which are practised by several casfgs, and

services of such Speclalists, 1rres§ective of thelr caste,
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are sought from outside one's viliage. Astrology, Ayurvedic
medicine, curative andidestructiﬁe‘mégic, child therapy, .
home tultion in the three‘R‘s, instruction in music,  curing
cattle disease, 'Kathakali' (a form of Malabar drama) and
massage (a qudck physilotherapy) are occupations of this
category. Even)if families speclalizing, in these exist in
‘one village, occupational Specialists'of this category are
often chosen from outside one's‘village for reasons of
quality and confildence. For unskilled or semi~skilled
labour such as bund makipg, quarrying bricks and casual
labour to supplement farm work there is often‘need to depend
on neighbouring vlllages and the preference for quality
sometimes maintains such dependende. In general, services
‘of a rather contractual nature exlst alongside avakasam
services often competing against and pushing the latter to
thé'minimum required. Possibly, these features limiting

the village unity in varying degrees in different villages . .
must have existed in pre-British times. .

My data provide an explanatlon of the need for
shafing services of some avakasém families among a few
villages. From my_material on fraternal pol&andry~in South
Malabar Iifind thaﬁ the avakasam castes of Tandan, Panickér,
Mannan, Pulluvan and a}l artlisan castes practised fraternal
polyandry unjil the early decades of thils century, and
" treces of it amoné them can be seen in Walluvanad téluk
today. They have patril;neal‘exteﬁded family‘and virilocal

residence. Thelr growth of population was thus much
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restricted while the higher castee:except Nembudiris hed
no factors curtailing growth . of popﬁlation for the last
150 years. All Nairs nractised non-fraternal polyandry,
‘but as I have shown in my paper on Polyandry in Malabar,
it had a limited distribution and a. raplidly decreasing
incid.ence.”+ The polyandrous patrilineal families could,/
under thelinstitution of avakasam,'serve the increasing
population of Nalrs who were snreading into villages of
sparse population. Thus, the nature of avakasam tended to
obviate the problem of receiving essential services from
castes, who, under the 1nstitutibn‘of"boiyandry, lagged
behind thelir 'master' castes in the growth of poﬁulation
At the same time the possibility of competition of the kind
mentioned was a vproper inoentive to avakasam specialists
such as artisans and. astrologers to be skilful and not
deteriorating in the quality of thelr mononollstic
services for the villagers. ’ ’

A certain smount. of vertical interdependence within
the villege was alweys a'ﬁinimumfrequirement most degiped
by the higher castes. This is evident from the history of
villages of Munnurkode and ?anamaﬁna—ae eould be‘gethered
from.scrappy informetionrpbtained from very elderly infor-
mants. The Nambudiri famiiy 1ﬁ Nnnngrkode came tﬁere frem
'thirty mlles away nearly six generations back and started

A - " " " - " ] """ - . " D N D W - Y O - W - o o

14. K.Reman Unni, "Polyandry in Malabar”, Soclological -
Bulletin, Indian Sociological Soclety, March, 1958 and
September, 1958, pp.62-79 and pp.123-133 re3poctively

Thils paper relates to Nair polyandry. My material on
fraternal polyandry has not been published.
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_ permenent fesidéﬁce since most of the lands there and in’
two conﬁiguous villages belonged to 1t;, The&vbrought wiﬁh
then thpeeisudré Naif_fémilies as thelr retainers from
their original hbme_viliége andianother five from three
diffefénﬁ villages‘where_théy owned lands. Until fhe;r

, arfival the villaée hédfoﬁly a few~noilutiﬁa castes and a
Tew Nalr families of castes below Sudra Nairs. Tﬁeiv117gée
had a Kalari (gymnasium) 1ocation and Kalari-glft land
although the building of the'Kalari‘disappeared over

. eighty years ago. This and a few other evidences show that
the village was'onée'pﬁder the Sthani Nair famiiy'of

- Trikkateri.!® A1l ayékgsam éastes are said to have been
vﬁrought there by ;he Nembudiris snd the‘Na;rs‘Sut‘nobody
knows when théy came although‘tﬁébe are memories of their
having come from different villages near and ‘far. In the
village of Panamanna one Sudra Nair family from‘NUnnurkoda
went and settled down' over 150 yeaps ago until~which time
that villaée was peopled by~Néir castes of the mi&dle and
lower groups énd some polluting ‘Gastes. Theré is =& subse-‘
quent history of this- family becoming wealthy and powerful
and dozen other families of the same ‘caste. and z Tew

. avakasam families of different castes settling in that
village. - '

- — " - - - e W o " — - T S - - - - -

15. How the Nambudiri got lande is not known..-There are
two small patches of land in the wvillage which belongs to
~a segment of the zamorin's lineage. and one patch which '

" belongs to Trikkateri Sthani Nair. ‘From the existence of
‘the Kalari-location and gift lands and the title -'EKurup'
given to a low caste Nair family enjoying the income from
the land, it appears that the village was once under
Trikkateri Sthani Nair.
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Enqguiries about the history of these ah@ other
villages show thét there is no‘formaiised means . to record
or remember it. MNor does it dwell ip‘the 'folk memory' ,A
except vaguely for the :ecént Qgst‘of a little over a
century. More'probing enquiries meét with the frequent
answer that the village heas és great an antliquity as the
family which ‘'heads' it, or as ancient a’ii‘origin as the
‘temple of-the vatron goddésé. ‘fhg villager's indifference
.to think of ﬁﬁe remoﬁe‘history‘conveys‘that the village
unity is_nét augmented by any memories df a contiﬁuous’
_ﬁisﬁory..»Inforﬁants"Weye better equlioped with some‘know-
» ledge of the pqﬁgr famil;és and d-their powerful members .
~of the past, who, during thé‘pést,hundred years and more,
held‘coﬁmand over and control of inter-caste reiations.

'Intepesté and affiliations of higher caste families
~ of: upper groﬁp of Naire and above dopéi@grably cross the
village boundary. This feature, per se, does not impair
the sehée of dependence'bn thé pgrt of the lower castes
which 1s the core fact of village unity. The nature of
‘such interegts and affiiiatipns may be éategorﬁiaed as -
‘those comnected with wealth in land outside the village,
social relaiions ch%efly peftaining to maffiage, relations
designéd to inoreasé one’s‘poﬁer?<and paﬁronaée of deities
fér and near. Th@se categ@ries are felaﬂid to the feature
of vertical mobility of families within the higher castes
whichkcomés for‘analisis in a later phapter' ‘However, it

may be noted in this context that the families:wﬁich
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'successfully maintain these categories become more presti-
. glous and worthy of deuendence in ‘the eyes ‘of several castes
“Miller doeé"ﬁot recognise the existeﬁce of familles

of power who may be 1ldentified in almost every village.
This is perhaps due to his concern with the traditional
. desam, the main'subject‘of his paper% whilch can be best .
.-8escribed invterms of a Deséfari or a Jjanml who heéded
~and almost reigned over 1t However, Miller recognises
- the de facto power of Adhikari (the revenue officer and

v111ageehead of the amsam, or a groupkof villages) when
" he belongs‘to a family of traéiﬁiénal wealth and high
standin5.16 But even whén the Adhikari has no 1§cai Lﬂ
eminence and éower beyond what he cean 6ffiéiéllyicommana,
there is, as I find,'atleast one'family in nearly evgfy'
village commanding respect of 10WefAcastes and cbntrolling
inter—cagte relétions from"giafing deviations. In part, .
‘the‘éxistence of some aspects of pbwer of such families. -
~1s attributable to the institution of 'Pramanis' which |
served the desam from very early times and has even today
not disappeared. InAalmost every desam of pre-British
times, a few, one to fi?e or gix,'mén pfiinteli;gence
noted also for thelr soundness of judgement in'sefﬁling
smail differenoes*betweeh'the dqsam residepts, écquired.
the designation Pramanis.“Theyﬁchiéfly belonged to the
Nair castes and- imnartially handled small local dlSPutes

-‘-----n—-——--‘-----—uﬁ———--.‘--—.-—‘--—-.---.—ma—-.—.-“—-—-————h-—»—Q.

. 16. Miller, "Village structure.’ In North Kerala" y
PP 45~46 .
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rélated to inter-caste releiions,‘property or breach of
customs . Their offices were not herediﬁary and often thelr
services overlapped desame particulerly when a desam did
" not.-heve any Pramani.  Pramanis sleo lmovn es 'Nattu-
keryasthans' (literslly, those whoﬂhendle 1oca1 affairs),
" exist inlthié century,"eften one"or two or more serving a
groub'of villages;“*The’terms»?gemani end Nattukaryasthan -
have'differeni‘connotetiens but the r01es.associa£ed with‘
eeeh can hardly be clearly disiingﬁiehed. And atleast in
this century, roles of Pramani and Nattukeryasthan can be
. seen resting in the'seme pefeon~who4either rose +o promi-
nence partly beeause'of:the power resources of his family
or whose local importancevlea ﬁe’the recegnition,of his
family as powerful. | ‘

| Thus we see that the ﬁillége unity of this century
can be 1eceted in ﬁhe vertical‘ihferdependence of cestes
living ﬁlthin the village, and ‘the associeted we—feeling
which 1s partly a result of coresidence in an area reco-:
gnised as an adminietrative unit. We have also noted thej
significance of the families of power in fosterlng among
the rest of the village resl@ents a sense of dependence on
;tbem.' The role of powef-families in hurfuring 2 sense of
| eecurluy among the rest also emerges from the foregoing
con31deretions. :

. From the’point of view of vertieelninferdeeendence

a village m&y be regerded as nearly representative if there

are castes of Nelirs of the upper group, & few atleast of the
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avakasam caétes:amd—the caste of‘égricultural labourers.
Castes rendering services of a'noh—avakasam‘category are
more limited iﬁ thelr distribution than thg’castes rendering
avakasam‘serviceé and they‘sﬁay more compactly in one village,
' often<ciosé on the roédside or in a spersely occupied
stretch of land of a multicaste village. Occupationally,
-they are the granite-stone worker, lime burner, foot-wear
ﬁgker, weaver, betel leaf cultivator gnd daifyist and potter.
ﬂ " Beveral of these are:soughf fo: Aat different times in a

'?epreséntativé village and they cen therefore be;regarded
as‘cbmplementary castes. Relatlions with them are of a con-
tractual nature but a few families of them:ma&, any time,
atleast ;n‘the'beginning of tﬁié century,'be considered as
' a welcome addition to the village, and land would be pro-
vided by the'janmi-head to accommodate them. Such castes
stay in groups, few and‘far between,'on the iands of a
janmi-head or on the lands of a_wealthy'Nair«family and
thus owe alleglance to a master‘family as thelr landlord
. and looa; protector. '

There are villéges where Nairs are absent and‘é few
castes below them have setﬁled. These are villages which‘.
have been vointed out aé'éoming under the familiés of . power
or jahﬁi—headé located outside. The cdstés4seen in such ‘

villages a:é Chettis (weavers aﬁd hawkers of cloth), Taraksns
(dairying, betel leaf cultivgtion and miécellaneogs joﬁs),
‘Kaﬁupottansé(miscellaneous jobs) ‘and fandans (téddy tapping,

jaggery meking and manual labour). Often, a good number of
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Moslem fémilies also stay éompactly,in one. part of'such'a:
village. NUmerically; one or two castes predominate in
such a village and all cas¥es render services to a few
neighbouriﬁg villages as én important means of thelr sub-
sistence. Their sense of'dependency on a few villéges in
. the neighbourhood is diffused butAthey regard themselves
as secure under the power of a'feﬁ wealthy famllles, often
one or two, 1in a neighbouring viliage, with whom they have
lessor-lessee or tenaﬁt-cultivatof relationships. Such
mester families regard them as a reserve ofllabourfforce,
or a source of non-ritual and miscellaneous serviées which
. can be(cémmanded at occasions such as of large-scale feasts.
The village of Viramangalam contiguous to Munnurkode and
Trikksteri has Tarakans~anthandans and~a few Moslems but
there are no Nairs and it comes under the Sthani Nair family
of Trikkaterl which owns'a ma jor part of that village lands.
Kolakkad and Mangot are‘étﬁer villages of this~type falling
within a radius offﬁhree miles aroﬁhd the focal village of
Munnurkode. ‘ ‘ ] , |

A village of this .category as Viramangalam-may be
‘termed 'feédér village' as a conceﬁtual distinction from
the.multi—caste villagé with“higﬁer castes. BSuch a village
:feeds other villages infﬁhe néighbourhood with goods and

',services and got fed by them with payment in cash and kind;



