APPENDI¥ES
1
. 4 note on the early rulers of Ghumali.

Dr. a. S;~Altekar,h§s something new'to say on the
‘history of the early rulers’ of Ghumali, y;pé.,‘ the Saindhavés.
and the Jethvas. Hls views formulated ffom the content of
the “Six‘SaindhayaﬂCopper-piate Grantslfrom Ghumali® are

briefiy sunmarized . in this’secpion;l

In the beginning of the elghth ceﬁtury when the
srabs invaded Sind, the ruling saindhava dynasty sought
. refuge of the Maitraka king Shiladitya Dev the sixth of
Valabhi. The Saindhavas wanted to establish in Saurashtra.
They were, therefore, given feudality of western Saurashtra.
These feudal lords established the capital Bhumilika or
Bhutambilika in the 'Bartaka mountain' (Barda Hills).  The
. insignia of Sindhursja Jayadratha; the ancestor of this royal
family was Varaha, but when they came tovpower in Saurasht}a,
. the ruler Pushya Dev kept Matsya or llakara as a new 1nsignég.
| In the middle of the eighth century, SaindhaVas conédlidaﬁ;d

" their hold over the new territory.
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Dur;ng the rule of the next kind Krishnaraja Dev,
the Arab Suba Hasham invaded ffﬁitlessly the Saindhavas of
Bhutambali- Twenty years later the Arabs invaded again the
Saindhavas during the reign 6f‘5éguka,’but unfortunately
' they met with natural catastrophe and had to leave Saurashtra.

jThe Afab.soldiers-fell 3 fictip to epidemics, and those who

-tried to return to sind by sea were drowned..

In the later half of the eighthcentury, the Arabs
attacked Valabhi and killed Sbiladitya Dev, the lést of the
Maitraka rulers. It is hard to un@erstand why Salndhavas
did not seize the opportunity ﬁé control the whole of Saura-
shtra after the fall of Valabhi. = On the contrary, Salndhava
king KrishQaraj 11 acéépted the sovereignity of Ramabhadra,
the Pratihara of Kanauj.

When Krishnaraja II died he left behind him a
young prince, g successor to\his-throne. But his stepe
brother Jalk usurped the kingdom. Jalk left aside the heir-

apparent and enthroned nisiéwﬁ son.

Ghumali flourished and prospered till the beginning
of the'fourteenth century. But now, the ruling dynasty was
known as Jethva insteéd of Saindh?Va. The hereditary bards
seem to have invented a story of the Jethvas!'! origin. The
story does not refer to the Salndhavas as the -predecessors

or -the ancestors of Jethvas. '~ On the contrary it says that
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Jethvas. are the descendents of Hanumana Hayurdhwaj who comes

next to one named Makaradhwaj.

The real history of the Saindhavas was thus forgot-
ten, and in its place, new cobweb conjuctures were made gbout

the migration of the Jethvas. It is, therefore, sgid thal the
Jethvas migrated from Sind to Morbi and from there to Srinagar

near the city of Porbandar.

I

A note on the Mers of the fourteen lineages.

1. Keshwara iers

Ihe Legend of origin: According to tradition, Shri Rama, the

héro of Ramapana, bullt a bridge between India and Ceylon inorder
to invegde the latter. Ceylon was then ruled by Ravana who had
kidnapped Rama's wife Sita. Rama crealed a man outof a halr
from hls back inorder to look after the bridge. The man who
was, thus, the produét of hair or késha was known as Keshwara.l
'The members of the Keshwara lineage of the Hers are supposed Lo
be descended from that man. According to tradition Rama was

a king of the Solar line (Suryavamsha), and the HMers of the
Keshwara lineage, also, claim to be descendants from the Sun

from the part of their descent from Rama.

History: ¥No accurate history of the Keshwara Mers exists. How-

ever, it ig believed that the commanded great respect during the
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regime of the Jethva rulers of Ghumli. an ancastor of
Keshwara lineage, named Budo jto, was owner of about twenty-
four villages in the high-land area. The Keshwara are sald
to be the original (adya) Mers and the Mers of other lineages
are the descendents of those Rajpubt men who married Keshwara

women.

General Characteristics: The members of the Keshwara lineage
have regular features, and are light skinned. 4 number of
religious-minded and brave persoﬁs have come from the Keshwara
lineage. In olden days the internal disputes of the Mers were
sitted by the elders of this linesge. Besides, the rlght of
excommunicabing from, or readmitting an outcaste person remain
with the Keshwaras. For instance, 1f a person drinks by mistake
water served by an Unbtouchable, he has to approach the caste-
glders who hely him in effeciing puriiicgtions. An elder of. .
the Keshwara lineage has'the power to resdmit and the readmitted
person tzkes a dinner alongwith that elder and a few othners
from other lineages. Thus the act of taking cooked food or
drinking water in the company of s Keshwars Her is a recognized
megns of aﬁtaininé'purity from even g grave a wrong as drinking
water Crom an Untouchable. ' Needless to say, this ritual power
confers high status on the Keshwaras.$

The women of the Keshwara lineage are'éxpert at wall-
decoration and artiétic clay-work in base;ralief. The favourite:

deities of the Xeshwara lineage are Shri Rema and the goddess

% See page 234.
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named Khodliar.
2, Rajashakha Mers

The lLegend of origin: The origin of the Rajashakha Mers is

probably linked with the Jethvas of Porbandar; for,they are
supposed to be ithe descendents of a Jethva- prince called
Randhirji. "Thg Porbandarchiefs have a tradition tracing their

dynasty to Makardhvaja, son of Hanuman,and there are some

Puranik legends atbtached to the tradition®®  So, like the

Jethva Rajputs of Porbandar, the Rajashakha ¥ers can be conslder

-gd to be the descendants of the monkey god Hanuman.

Historv: A Jethva prince named Randhirji married a Yer woman
called Pabi, the daughter of Nagajan Keshwara. Pabi recelved

a village called Khandagad as a gift from her {gther, and so

her children by the Jethva prince are known as Khunti ( probably,
the corrupt form derived from Khandagad ). The prince
Randhirji was forced to give up his claim over the Jethva throne

for this reason; and thus, a new royal branch, i.e., rajashakhg

#(for p. 233) Here i1s an instance showing how a Keshwara slder
purified a Mer couple. It is said that a husband and wife

who were notorious for witchcraft, were causing immense trouble
to the people of their village by the power of their black magic.
The villagers declded to remove the nulsance. For this, they
compelled the couple to drink water from the basin or the kund
in which the Untouchables (especlally the Chemars) used to clean
hide, (this is considered to be g recognized means of nullifying
the powers of black magic). Subseguently, it was found essential
io purify them in order to make them members of Wer sccilety. it
this Juncture, the help of a Keshwara Mer was soughi by other
Mers o the village concerned. The couple was directed to take
a holy bath in the step-well called jn@nag vaV of the village
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care intc existence. However, this dissension oy Randhirji

nd his Gescendants from the royal line was marked by the

o

act that Randhirji himself enthroned his younger brother by

-ty

putiing a 'mark of royslty' (rg&jatilska), with the blood froum
his little finger, on the forechead of the latter, 7This sgge-old
tradition is still éontinued, and when a new prince ssiends

to the throne, a descendent of Randhirji performs the ritual
aet of putting the forehead-mark with the hlood of his little
finger. The ¥ers of this lineage have remained faithful tp

the rulers ¢f Porbandar and ﬁgve fought bravely to pressrve

the independenceol that state.

Genersl Characteristics: The Rajashakha Mers, 1like the

Keshwara are handsome, tall, sturdy and have a pink complexion.
The women are experi at wall-decoration and artistic clay-work.

Some of the Rajashakha men are found teo bhe clever mgsons and

1213

tone~carvers. They worship Hanuman, and the goddesses Chamundsa

o)

and Vindhyavasinl.

3. O0dedara lMers**

The legend of origin: Brabma, the Creator, creabtoed among other

things the two royal lines of Chandravamsha and Suryavamsha of

Visavada and then allowed to tzke cocked food in company of a
¥eshwara iler and those of some other lineages. It is after this
ritual injunction thet the husband and wife were resdmitted to
the ler caste.

#% The Qdedara Mers orliginally form a section of the Sumara
Rajputs of 8ind. A group of Sumara Rajputs who mlgrsted to the
Fer region and who mixed with the latier are known as Qdedara
Mers, becausey they established their stronghold in the village
Gdadsar near Porbzndar.
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Ihdian mythology. atri and Marichi are considered to be

the two sons of Brahma. Chandra is the son bf Atri and those
who descended from them are called Chandravamshi or belonging
to the Lunar line. Surya is the son of Kashyapa and grand-son
of Marichi, and those who are descended from them are called

Surysvamshi or belonging to the Zolar line.

Shri Krishna, the hero of the Mahabharata znd the
incarnation of Vishnu; is, according to tradition, a descendent
of the Lunar line and he 1s supposed to be the thirty-Tifth
descendant of Brahnma. Narapat, Asapat and Bhupat are szid te
be the prominent but remote descendsats of shri Krishna. The

descendants of Narapat arve Jadeja, and those of fsapat and

Bhupat are the Chudasama aend the Bhatti Rajputs, respectively.

»

A4S mentioned earlier the (Odedars Vers form oné of
the thirteen branches of the Jadejas.B Theiode&ara Mers are

Gescendants from the Lunar line.

History: It is not very certain when the Sumara Rajputs
mixed with the Mers. Bub it is sald that they entered into
the Her region in the later halfl of the Muslirs period, from
the village named Gorana, located in the north-west corner.
Before mixing with the Hers the Sumars men had Lo shave off
their beards. It is likely tﬁat during this period they were
known as the Sumara ilers and later, in the sixteenth céntury,
when they gave shelter to the Jethva queen Kalanbai in the

villege Odadar, they became famous as the Odedars Hers.



a3

ieneral charecteristics: They are tall, sturdy, good-looking

-

nd of pink complexion having regular features. The women are

m

sllknown for beauty which is highly admired in the following
proverb:
" Turmeric’'is sold in every shop,
but musk is rarely to be seen;
Other Her women are easily accessibdle,
But it is difficult to ge:t an Odedara woman.™
Moreover, Ddedara women aré very skilful st wall-

dacoration snd the artistic clay-work. The men are very proud
' o}

feel insulted, may fight t111 degth. Their folk-songs and

tales are.usually about thelr greast fighters. They worship

Gorakhngzth (m.) and the g¢oddess Bals

1. Sisodla ¥ers

,—a

The lezand of origin: In the 3oler line, described earlier,

o

comes 3hrl Rama. One of the {ifty seventh descendunts ol Rama
1s said to be Bapa Raval of Mewad, the founcer of the Gohel or

the siscdia line.?

History: Bapa Raval's birth-date, roughly, Czlls between
700 and 712 £.0.°  The fifth descendant of Bapa Raval is
Khuman who had Tive princes, namely, Deshal, Katave, Godho,

Hangjl and Hatlising. Xhuman banished the later four from Mewad.

=

Katavo and Godho came to Ghumali, in the gorge of Barda Hills,
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where Bhan Jethvs was ruiing. Katavo, who bravely killed g
lioness in the Barda jungle, married a daughter of Haloji

{eshwara, the chief minister (divan) of Bhan Jethva. Both

Mt

the brothers became iers; snd in the beginning they founded
two villages, Katwana and Godhana, in the land given to them

as gift, near the Foot of Barda Hills. Their descendant

7]

later founded or occupied other villages in the high-land.
General characteristics: They are sturdy and well-built,
but are short and dark. They are illiterate bub intelligent.

-

They have, besides, an aptitude for intrigue and an ability

Lo get oudy of difficult situations, A chain of proud and
brave persons have come from them. Reference has been made

to the out-law Watho Modho who comes from this lineage. Thelp

chief delity 1s the goddess Fhodiar.

5. Parmar ¥ers

the legend of prigin: The story of Parmar, sSolanki, Chauhan

ané Pratlhar, the first three of whom seem to have mixed with

the Mers, forms a single, inter-related narrative.

4 Kshatriya king named Halhalya Kartviryarjuna
ruled at #ghismati (medern Mgheshwar) siiuated on the bank
ol the river Narmada. In his arrégance9 he killed the Brahmin
sage Jamadagni, the father of Parshuram, who being enraged
took revenge on all the Kshiriyas, by wiping out tweniy-one

)

generaticns. 4 few, however, fled the wrath of Farshuram and
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saved themselves. 1In the gbsence of the Kshatriyas, Brshmins
were asked te rule, but they were unable to rule eificiently.
They could not defend their subjects from the harassment of
the demons. The sSsge Vishvamniira, who was a Kshatriya, could
not tolerate this chaotic condition and decided to revive

¥shatriyvae rule.

With this aim in view, the sage Vishwamitra, along
with several other sages, performed s penance on the grbuda
Parvata (modern Mount Abu), and urged the almighty god Vishnu
to revive the ¥shatriyas and thereby %o put an end to anti=-
religious activities of the demons. Vishnu granted thelr
request gnd directed them to perform a sacfifice in the agni
Kunda {fire-pit) on the mountain. On this occssion the sages
propitiated and sought the help of 4gni, Imdra; Brahma, Mghedeva
or shankars and Vishnu. Indra created a man called Pramara
or Paramara who protected the reglon arcund the city of Ujjain.
Brahmg created a Solanki warrior (or Chalukyas) who ruled at
snghilpur Patan in Forih Guiaral. Mahedeva or Shankava creat-

wno ruled in

3
e
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e¢G a man who was named as Purihsra o
¥arwad. 4And, lastly, Vishnu created o warrior named Chsuhan
whe ruled at the clty called Hakkaveti 1n the Worth-west

Urovince.6

The Parmar iers who originally form a group of

Hajputs, thus belong to &gnivamsha.
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History: It is not clear when the Parmar Rajputs mixed

with the Mers. TFrom the history we lesrn that the Parmar

of Sodha line settled in Baurashira near Padhawen {modern
Fag

Surenéranagar) as famine-struck immigrgnts from Parkar

(western Rajputana). The Vaghela Rajpubts who ruled at

o)

csadhawan gt thls time, employed the Parmar chief Eujo to
attack the Bhills living on the bank of the river Sabarmati

in Gujarat. ‘The Parmars succeeded in defeating the Bhils.
They got four districts ¥uli, Thana, Chotila and Chobari from
the ruler of wadhawan.f Some of these Sodha Parmars heve

possibly mixed with the Mers of Saurashtra.

Gencrgl characteristics: They are good-looking, bub the

women are more beautiful than men. The women are expert at

wall-decorations and clay-work. The principal deiby worshipp-

e¢d ls Sichizr or Mandavari(f.).
6. Solankl Mers
The legend of orlgin: The lecend of the Solanil Xers is

given earlier along with that of the Parmars. Some of the
Sclanki Rajpuls seem Lo have mixed with the ¥ers. In this

respect, the Solankl Wers belong to the Fire line (agnivamshal.

History: The Solanxkis who mixed wilh the Mers came, probvably,
from Anhilpur Patan, the capital of Gujarat during the time

of the great ruler Siddharaj Solanki. It should be noted here
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that the Solanki and Vala Rajputs clalm to be the early
inhabitants of Saurashtra. The Solankis in Saurashtra became
feudatories enjoying chieftainship from the Chudasamas of

Junagadha and the Jethvas of Porbanﬁar.8

General characteristics: They are sturdy, well-built and

short. Thelr chief deity is Khijavmata Natri (f.).

7. Chauhan Hers

The legzend of origin: The legend of the Chauhan Mers is

given earlier along with that of the Parmurs. Some of the
Chauhan Rajputs seem to have mixed with the Mers. In this

respect, the Chauhan Mers belong to Fire line.

History: The Chavhgn Mers probably descenced [rom the
remnants of- the Chauhan rulers of the jmperial family of
‘Delhi. It is likely that some of the Chauhan Rejputs might
have fled to Saurashira and mixed with the Mers during the

rule of the ¥uslims.

It is narrated that some of the Kharvas of Navi-
bandar, in the low-land area and the Chauhan iers of the
village Garej have a common genealogicél record. This suggests
that & group of the Chauhan Rajputs might have divided inte
two sections, one mixing with the Kharvas and the other with

the Hers,
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Genersl characteristicss The Chauhan “ers are popularly

known as Gareja Mers; because, thay live in the only village

Gare] near Navibandar. They are sturdy and proud, and are

weliknown for thelr bravery. They worship the goddess pshapura.

8. Chudasama liers

The lezend of origin: The legend of the Chudasama ilers is

given along with that of the (dedars Wers. Ir this respect,

the Chudasama KMers velong to Lunar line or Chandrazvamsha.

Historys It -seems that 'z group of Chudasama Rajputs mixed

:

with the Hers after 1472 4.D., when the last Chudasama ruler
Ra liandalik was defeaﬁed-by Mahmed Shah‘Begada of ahmedabad.®
It is also reported that scme of the Chudasamg ¥Mers of the
village Vaghanla (in the low-lgnd) mixed with %the Khant Kolis
living near Glrnar. Some of these Khani Xolis clalm common

descent from the ancestors of the Chudasama Yers of Vaghania.

General characteristics: The Chudasama Mers are popularly

known as Vagh Mers gs they primarily belonged to the village
naned Vaghanlas. They are dark and short, and are a peace-

loving people.
9. Bhatti Mers

The legend of origin: The lezend of the Bhatti Hers is given

along nith that of the 0Odedara Mers. In this respect, the

Bhatti Mers belong to Luhar line or Chandravamsha.
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History: The Bhattl Mers are said to be the descendants of
Bhatti Rajputs who ruled at Jesalmer in 1166 #.p.30 4 group
o Bhattli Rajputs is also reported to have mixed with the

Khan? ¥olis of Girnar.

Genergl characteristicss They are popularly known as Bhutia.

They are dark ané shorlj asnd thelr principal goddess is Jogan.

10. Kishor or Jadeja YMers

The legend of origin: The Kishor Mers like the Qdedara ilers

belong primarily to tiae stock of Jadeja Rajputs. Their legend
is, therefore, evident from that of the Odedars Mers. In this

respeet they belong to the Lunar iine.

History: It is not certain vhen the Xishor Rajputs mixed
wlth tho ¥ers, but it is likely that they might have come to
the ier fegion,'later than the 3umara RaJputs. It shouid be
noted here that some of the Kishor Mers or Rajputs are reporied

tc have mixed with the Kharvas and the Kolis of the low-lznde.

genergl characteristics: They are dark and short; and their

principal goddess 1is sshapuri Xandhal.

1l. Chavada Hers

The legend of origin: The legend of the origin of the Chavada

s

fers 1s not recorded by their lineage bards. However, 1t 1is

2

believed that Chavads lers who ccme from Chavada Rajputs belong

to the Lunar line.dl
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Historys The Chavada Rgjpults are sa2id to be the earliest
impigrants to Szurashira. They were wellknown for piracy.
They occupied the coastal territory from Dwarka to the west
and Somnatk and Div to the east. In the fourteenth century
they seem to have suifered a great deal from the Chudasama
and Vadher Rajputs.® It 1s probably that during this time

some of them mixed with the Mers.

general characteristices: They are gensrally dark and

short; and they worship Balnath and Surya (Sun).

12. Vadher Hers

The legend of origins The legend of the origin of the

Vadher Hers is not clear. But they are said to belong to .
Solar line,>S

History: The Vadhers, a branch of Rathod Rajputs, entered
Saurashira, perhaps during the thirteenth century, from
Rajputanz. They treacherously drove out the Chavadas znd

- occupied Dwarka and Bet.l4

& Vgdher chief named Sangan.lived in a village call-
ed Arambhada in the Okhamandala territory of the Gaekwars of
Baroda. He was a great devotee of Shri Dwarakanathaji of
Dwaraka and shri Madhavraiji of Yadhavpur. He used to visit
very often the temple of Hacdhsvraiji and so people called him

dasa, i.e., the faithful servent of the deity. Once he becanme
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the guest of the Parmar Mers of the villages Paba and Gorsar
(both situated near Madhavpur). The Mers loved him very much
and therefore requested him to avold the trouble of travelling
so long a distance from Arambhada to Ladhavpur. wherespon he
built a village on an old mound between the aforesald two
villages and the new village named Chingaria came into exist-
ence. Subsequently he died In a fight with the cess-collector
of the 3Suba of fhmedabad, who insulted the Brahmin pujiri of

Ap g . A 1 15
adnavralji.

4f%er this incident, he became wellknown as
bhad daso (1it., the brave devotee). Ilis descendants who are
‘popularly known as dasi, mixed with the descendants of Parmar

ers whe brought him to the low-land.

General characteristics:  They are quite good looking, fair

arnd stout.- They show grester devotion to Hadhavraiji.

i3. Vala Hevs

The legend of origin: The origin of the Vala Hhers is
connected with the Vala Rajputs whe are supposed to be the
descendants of the Sisodiz Rajputs of Udaipur In Rajrubana.

olar line. ®

[odd

€

n tnls respect, they belong to

History: It is believed that the Vala Rajputs belong to the
Kathis of Saérashtra,l7 Some of thea seer to have mixed not

only with the Xers bul slso with the RKhant Kolis of ¢irnar.

general charascteristics: They are dark and short; .and, their

chief delty is Visant Msata (f.)



The legend of orizin: The origin of the Vaghela llers is

connected with the vVaghela Rajputs who come from Solankis.

In thlis respect, they belong to Fire line.

Iistory: The Vaghels Rajputs ruled over Gujarat after Llhe
Solankis from whom, probably, the Vaghels MNers are descended.

The last Hindu king of Gujarab, Karan Ghelo was driven away
o $

fe

by alaf Khan in 1207 4.D.°° 1t 1s after this-defeat lhat
some of the Vagzhela Rajpuls migrated to Saurashtrs and mixed

s 2 *
with the ¥Kers,

‘general characteristics: They are dars and short; end their

o

chief deity is Knijavmats Matri (f.).
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* ‘'fhe legendary account and the local history of the Fer lineages
reveal the fact that the various Ragjpubt :roups came into the
Irer fold and increased its strength. In this respeclt I must
roint out that ihe results of the raclal and serolosical survey
conducted, amon:; Mers and other lribes and castes of Gujarst,
by Prof. D.W. Hajumdar and his collesgues, are very enlichten-
ing. These investigalicns nave proved beyond doubt that there

is a certalin azount of raciasl inter-mixture in the composition
of the ¥er pecple.l®



