APPENDIX

Domestic Violence Against Women : A Sociological Study With Reference to Baroda
City

Interview Schedule

Department of Sociology
Faculty of Arts

The M. S. University of Baroda
Vadodara 390002

I, the undersigned, Pallavi S. Dubey, am working for my PhD study entitled
“Domestic Violence: A Sociological Study with Reference to Baroda City” under the
guidance of Prof. P.S .Choondawat. In this regard, I want to collect some relevant &
important information & data for my study from you to help me in my work. The
Information provided in this research work will only be used for the purpose of
academic work & will not be shared with anyone else.

Yours faithfully,

(Pallavi S.Dubey)



Domestic Violence: A Sociological Study With

Date of Interview:

PERSONAL DETAILS:
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13.

Name

Age

Address
Qualification:
Caste

Religion
Annual Income
Marital Status

Current Occupation :

. Age at marriage

. Duration of marriage :

No. of children

Family structure

Reference to Baroda City

Interview Schedule

Schedule No:
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SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION:

Q.14. Household composition:

NAME NRELATION EDUCATION OCCUPATION
~f 1 175019 1

[ I A A I N

Q.15. Current Marital status of the respondent:
1. Remarriage
2. Separated
3. Deserted
4. Divorced
5. Widowed

6. Any other specify:

Q.16. Details About the Respondent& her spouse:
Respondent Spouse
1. Age at time of marriage:
2. Duration of marriage:
3. Religion:
4. Caste:

5. Whether SC/ST/OBC/SEBC:
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Q.17. No. of children you have at present:

NO SEX EDUCATION

I MALE ] .

Q.18. Type of Family:

1. Single Person
2. Nuclear

3. Joint

4. Extended

GENERAL QUESTIONS

Q.19. Are you aware of Domestic violence? According to you what is meant by Domestic
violence?

AnS.

Q.20. Have you heard about Domestic violence Act, 2005?

ADnS.
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Q.21.

Q.22.

Q.23.

Q.24

Q.25.

Have you ever seen through any kind of Domestic violence in society?
1. Physical

2. Economic

3. Emotional

4. Sexual

5. Any other specify

Do you think slapping comes under Domestic violence?

1. Yes

2.No

3. Any other specify

In your opinion, is beating everyday or occasionally a part of Domestic violence?
1. Yes

2.No

3. Any other specify
Was there any occasion when you & your husband had difference of opinion?
1. Yes

2. No

3. Any other specify

Do you think, is it responsibility of mother to take child care?

1. Yes

2.No

3. Any other specify
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Q.26. Do your spouse/husband drinks liquor? If yes, How often?
1. Everyday
2. Once in a week
3. Twice/thrice in a month
4. One in a year
5. Any other specify
Q.27. Are your parent-in-law helpful &co-operative?
1. Yes
2.No
3. Any other specify
Q.28. Were there some issues where the arguments resulted into quarrels?
1. Yes
2. No
3. Any other specify
If yes, who initiated the quarrel?
1. Husband
2.You
3. Parent-in-law
4. Sister —in-law /Brother —in-law

5. Any other specify
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MARITAL HISTORY

Q.29. Was your marriage;
1. Arranged
2. Love
3. Love-cum-arranged
4. Court marriage
5. Any other specify
Q.30. In your Married Life, did you and your spouse lived separately for any period of time?
1. Yes
2. No

Q.31. If yes, how long &why did you lived separately or away from each other, when it
happened?

Ans,

Q.32. When you were living separately then what was the reason for separation? —Was your
husband working & you joined him later or your spouse and you had an argument and
went to your Natal family.

ADnS.

Q.33. Are you residing in this house since your marriage?
1. Yes
2.No

3. Any other specify
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Q.34. If yes, then who were living at the time of your marriage in this household?

Ans,

Q.35. If No,

@) Where did you stay earlier?
(b) Is that place:

1. A Village

2. Town

3. Any other specify
(c) Give Reasons for shifting.

DECISION-MAKING & AUTONOMY

When faced with the following situation, what do you do?

Choose:

1. Can decide independently

2. Have to consult someone

3. Have to follow Instruction

4. Other specify

Q.36. Deciding on household daily purchase.

1

2

3

4

Q.37. Buying things for oneself like saris / salwar.
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Q.38. Purchasing major Assets like house, vehicle etc

Q.39. Visiting your Natal family.
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EXISTENCE OF VIOLENCE ;ITS FORMS &TYPES

Q.44. Do you have an argument over any matter with your husband/or family members?

Q.45. what is the nature of the arguments/fights with your husband /or family members?

Q.46.

Q.47. In last one month when you experienced the violence, what was its nature? (Let the

AnS.

1. Yes
2. No

3. Any other specify

1. beating
2. kicking
3. slapping

4. Any other specify

In the last one month, did you face any Harassment or Violence? If yes, then what was the

nature of violence?
1. Hitting
2. Slapping
3. Kicked
4. Repeatedly Insulted
5. Giving bad words
6. Always need to ask for money

7. Constantly inquiring to know where you are

respondent narrate)

YES/NO
YES /NO
YES /NO
YES /NO
YES/NO
YES/NO

YES/NO
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Q.48. What was the cause of Domestic Violence.

Ans.

Q.49. By whom was it initiated?

AnS.

Q.50.What was the commonest form of violence?

AnS.

Q.51.How often did it occur?

AnS.
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Q.52. Have the violence ever physically impaired you such as:
(@) No not much.
(b) Had to seek medical treatment.
(c) Had to be hospitalized.
(d) You could not go about doing your daily task.
(e) Any other specify
Q.53. Who, according to you, is primarily responsible for your facing such physical violence?
1. Husband
2. Mother-in-law
3. Father-in-law
4. Brother-in-law
5. Sister-in-law
6. Any other specify

Q.54. In your opinion, what were the probable causes for you facing such Harassment or
violence?

Ans,

Q.55. In your Married life when did the violence begin?

AnS.
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COPING MECHANISM &HELP SEEKING BEHAVIOUR
Q.56. Having experienced the last violent behaviour or Harassment, What did you do?

Ans.

Q.57. If sought help, from whom did you seek help?
1. Neighborhood
2. Friends
3. Natal Family
4. Community Leader
5. Mahila Mandal
6. Police
7. Any other specify
Q.58. After the intervention of above, what did they advise you?

Ans,

Q.59. As a result of the intervention, the severity of violence
1. has remained the same
2. has Increased
3. has decreased
4. can’t comment

5. Any other (Specify)
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Q.60. If did not seek help, what were the reasons for not seeking help?

Ans,

TRADITIONAL SEX BASED QUESTIONS.

(\Value orientation &Justification to the exercise of violence in the family)
Q.61. When all the alternatives means are exhausted. Beating a child is justified.
1. Yes
2. No
3. Any Other Specify
Q.62. Do you think, a man who is unable to control his wife, is not respected in the society?
1. Yes
2. No
3. Any other specify
Q.63. Do you think that a husband, who beats his wife, is an ideal husband?
1. Yes
2. No

3. Any other specify

Q.64. Do you feel that a women seek divorce under adverse circumstances?
1. Yes
2. No

3. Any other specify
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Q.65. Do you believe that women in India are trained not to leave their husbands house even in
adverse circumstances?

1. Yes
2.No
3. Any other specify
Q.66. Do you feel that men are less committed then women?
1. Yes
2.No
3. Any other specify

PSYCHOLOGICAL OR EMOTIONAL ABUSE

Q.67. Did your husband ever insults you for housekeeping?
1. Yes
2. No
3. Any other specify
Q.68. Did your husband ever humiliates you while comparing with other women?
1. Yes
2. No
3. Any other specify
Q.69. Do you feel that your husband does not value your thoughts or feelings?
1. Yes

2. No
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Q.70.

Q.71.

Q.72.

Q.73.

Q.74.

Q.75.

Has your husband ever denied you to visit your relatives?
1. Yes
2. No

3. Any other specify

Has your husband ever criticized you for being outspoken?
1. Yes

2.No

3. Any other specify

Has your husband ever threatened to leave or to commit suicide?
1. Yes

2. No

3. Any other specify

Does your husband ever get verbally aggressive?

1. Yes

2. No

3. Any other specify

Does your husband keep a watch on you or he doesn’t allow you to move freely from your
house.

1. Yes

2.No

3. Any other specify

Do you ever feel that your husband keeps surveillance over you?
1. Yes

2. No
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Q.76. Does your husband get angry & jealous when you talk to other men? Are you accused to
having affairs?

1. Yes
2. No
3. Any other specify__
Q.77. Do you feel that you cannot do anything right in your husbands’ eyes.
1. Yes
2. No
3. Any other specify

Q.78. When you try to discuss your problems with your husband, does he addresses you with the
names such as bitch?

1. Yes
2.No
3. Any other specify

VERBAL ABUSE

Q.79. Has your husband ever shouted at you?
1. Yes
2. No
3. Any other specify
Q.80. Sometimes or every time your husband calls you by names as specified above.
1. Yes
2. No

3. Any other specify_
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Q.81.

Does your husband give you verbal threat to use physical force?
1. Yes
2. No

3. Any other specify

PHYSICAL ABUSE

Q.82.

Q.83.

Did your husband always throws an object on you?
1. Yes
2. No

Did your husband always beat you?

1. Yes

2. No

If yes, then how many times

Q.84.

Q.85.

1. Once in a week

2. Twice/thrice in a week

3. Once in a month

4. 0Once in a year

5. Any other specify

Did your husband ever kicks you?

1. Yes

2.No

Did your husband ever try to twist your Arms?
1. Yes

2. No
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SEXUAL ABUSE

Q.86. Did your husband ever tries to have an unnatural sexual relation?
1. Yes
2.No
Q.87. Did your husband coerces you for sex and threatens for sex?
1. Yes
2.No
Q.88. Did your husband ever used physical force to make sexual relationship with you?
1. Yes
2. No
Q.89. Did your husband forced you to watch pornography movies?
1. Yes
2. No

ECONOMIC ABUSE

Q.90.Who handles the Economic matters of the household?
1. Husband
2. Parents—in-law
3.You
4. Any Other (Specify)

Q.91.Who controls the health care of the family members? Is it handled by you or by your
husband?

1.You
2. Your Husband

3. Any Other (Specify)



Q.92. At times does your husband deny you of food?
1. Yes
2.No
Q.93. Did your husband denied you of basic needs?
1. Yes
2. No
Q.94. Does your husband deprive you of financial security?
1. Yes

2. No

Thanks for giving us your precious time......
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APPENDIX:

NEWS PAPER CUTTINGS
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65-year-old mother gets justice
under Domestic Violence Act

Vijay Zala | TNN

Ahmedabad: In probably
the first case of its kind in
Gujarat, a 65-year-old wom-
an harassed and thrown out
of her house by her son and
daughter-in-law  received
justice under the Domestic
Violence Act. Metropolitan
magistrate B T Dave on Fri-
day ordered Bipin Jamnadas
Mistry,a43-year-old resident
of 20/23 Asopalavnagar in
Amraiwadi, tolethismother
Kantaben live in the three-
room tenement. The magist-
rate also directed him to pay
his mother a rent of Rs 300
every month. ;

If the order is not imple-
mented ithin a month, Bipin
will have to pay Rs 1,000 ev-
ery month instead of Rs 300.
Thejudge also ordered Bipin
to bear Kantaben’s monthly
expenses for food, clothing
and  medicines. This
amounts toRs 1,500.

The court directed the
protection officer to ensure
that when he take Kantaben
home, Bipin does not attack
or abuse her. If such a thing
happens, the officer was di-
rected to get in touch with
the Amraiwadi police.

. Kantaben had  ap-
- proached the court after her
son and his wife Ushaben
threw her out of her housein
2009. Her advocate Kanu So-
lanki filed the complaint un-
der the Domestic Violence
Act. Kantaben’s torture al-
legedly began after her hus-
band died in2004. Inher com-
plaint, the 65-year-old said,
“When my husband was
alive, my son and his wife
stayed in another house.
Once he died, they came to
stay with me. The house was
inmy name, but my son took
possession of the house and
threw me out. I first slept on
an ‘otla’ in the society then
shifted toarelative’s house. I
would sweep floors and wash
utensils in a couple of
houses and offices to earn a
living.”
She added, “I would get

Jignesh Vora

Kantaben Jamnadas Mistry (with lawyer Kanu Solanki) will return

home in a month

Rs 125 for a job every month.
Employers would take pity
on me and give me lunch or
dinner. Butmy son would not
leave me alone. He followed
me around and harassed me.
He would hit me and ask me
why Iwasdoing the job.”
Bipin’slawyerargued, “It
is a fight between a mother
and son. This does not fall
under the purview of the Do-
mestic Violence Act. Usually
it is wives tortured by their
husbands who use this Act.
The allegations made by the
mother is false. The father
had willed her two rooms
from the house which she
sold for Rs31akh. She hasde-
posited the money in her
bank. She lives off the inter-
est and earn more money
from other work. So, shedoes

not need money from my cli-
ent. She is torturing my cli-
ent and undermining his fi-
nancial condition. Bipin
works as a carpenter and
earns Rs 2,500 a month. He
has to support his wife and
twokids.” X

To this, Solanki said,

“The ActisknownasthePro- :

tection of Women from Do-
mestic Violence Act. Thelaw :
extends its protection to :
wives, mother, sisters and :

widows.” After listening to

bothsides, themagistrateis- !
suedanorderinthemother’s
favour. This decision is ex-
pected to set a precedent for
elderly women whoarephys-
ically, psychologically, sex-
ually or financially abused
or neglected by children or
caretakers.

limes of 133@'




57% of bo§é,“5'3<i/1{ of girls
think wife beating is just

KounteyaSinha | TNN

New Delhi: It’s a shocking
revelation in thisday and age.
Not just Indian men, buteven
adolescents —inthe 15-19age
group—feelt.hatwﬁ'ebeating
isjustified.

Unicef’s “Global Report
Card on Adolescents 2012”,
says that 57% of adolescent
boysinIndiathinkahusband
is justified in hitting or beat-

fe.
Over half of the Indian

i e Times View
53% think that a d is hese findi youth
i in beating his wife. ‘ attitudes towards marital
comparison, 41% women violence should notjustbe
and54%inSri  seenasshocking. They should
Lanka harbourasimilarfeel- ~ also teach us the limitations of

laws on domestic violence.

Such laws may be important
tohel :

P

viol inor 1 g Buttheyare
at88% and 80%, respecti clearly notenough, especially
to the report, when the victim herself does
societal attitudes thatconvey ~ not perceive any wrongin
acceptance or justification of being beaten up. Astrong

domestic violence are mak-
ing girls and women more
vulnerable to abuse. It says,

legal framework to deal with

domesticattacks mustbe

backed up, th:refore, bya
L4 :

hold the same views as wom-

tion of the actual size of the
problem in several countries.
Many factors contribute to

der-based power
women’slow economicstatus

vary”.

are broughtup withthemess-
agethatawoman’sstatusina
family is inferior, shestartsto
accept whatever behaviour is
meted out by her husband or
inlaws.” She added, “When a
boy grows up seeing his fa-
ther assault his mother, he
starts to accept such a behav-
iorandfepeatsi .,

data for

ing countries show that near-
ly 50% of girls and women
aged 15-49 believe that wife-
beating is justified... girls
aged between 15 and 19 years

paign to raise awareness on
the issue among menand
women. Steps toraise the
levels of female education
would play animportant role.

Kumari,director

said, “Most women think this
is their fate. Education or eco-
nomic ty alone can’t
improve the situation.”




Our society has
become sick: SC

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Shaken by the
large number of women being
killed for dowry, the Supreme
Court said Indian society has
become sick.

“The hallmark of a healthy
society is the respect it shows
to women. Indian society has
become a sick society. This is
evidentfromthelarge number
of cases coming up in this
court and also in almost all
courts in the country in which
young women are being killed
by their husbands or by their
in-laws, by pouring kerosene
on them and setting them on
fire or by hanging/strangling
them,” an anguished bench of
Justices Markandey Katju
and Gyan Sudha Mishra said
inarecentjudgment.

“What is the level of civi-
lization of asociety inwhicha
large number of women are
treated in thishorrendousand
barbaric manner? What has
our society become,” asked
the bench before upholding
the life term for the husband
and mother-in-law of awoman
killed for dowry.

The bench had a point. Da-
ta compiled for 2008 by the Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau

N\

Jagruti Patel, a fesident of Gotri
Road, has registered a com-
iuplaintof domestic violence -
against her husband and in-
laws for abusing her and ha-
rassing her. Patel told the police  1.45 lakh from his place.

Indian society has become a

$ iety. This is evident
rom the large number of cases ¥
coming up in this court and also |
in all courts in which women »

are being killed by their hushands or in-laws

Out of lust for money, people often demand

dowry and after extracting as much mone
they can, they kill the woman and marry ai

Supreme Court

(NCRB) showed that there
were 8,172 dowry deaths in the
country, but only 33.4% of the
cases resulted in conviction in
that year. For the same year,
there were 81,344 cases of cru-
elty towards women by hus-
bands and relatives and the

conviction rate was even low-

erat22.4%.

Advocating harsh puni-
shment, the bench said crimes
against women could not be
classified as ordinary ones
committed in a fit of anger or
for property. “

They disrupt the entire so-
cialfabric, hencecallfor harsh
punishment,” it said. “Unfor-
tunately, what is happening in

PUNCH-NAMA

Complaint of
domestic violence

our society is that out of lust
for money, people are often de-
manding dowry and after ex-
tracting as much money as
they can, they kill the woman
and marry again. and then
againthey committhe murder
of their wife for the same pur-
pose,” the bench said.

The bench went on to ana-
lyse causes behind this abnor-
malbehaviour.

“This is because of total
commercialization of our so-
ciety, and lust for money that
induces people to kill their
wives. The time has come
when we have tostampout this
evil from society with an iron
hand,” itsaid.

that she married Pankaj in 2010.
Her in-laws behaved nicely for a
month and later started harass-
ing her for dowry. Patel said
that her husband used to con-
sume liquor and beat her up
and her in-laws used to demand
dowry from her.
booked: The city
police have booked a bootleg-
\ ger under Prevention of Anti So-
\ cial Act (PASA) and sent him to
“ajail in Surat. A complaint un-
der the Prohibition Act was reg-
istered against Sanjay Prajapati
by Vadodara railway police for
selling country liquor. The cops
had recovered liquor worth Rs
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‘Domestic violence shatters
women with psychiatric history’

' Kumar Manish | TNN

HOME TRUTHS
Study findings
pertaining to
domestic abuse

Ahmedabad: Dr Shelja Shah, 35, belonged to a rich
urban family. Soon after marriage, she suffered con-
tinuous taunts and derogatory remarks from in-laws
and was deliberately kept away from family functions.

Shah was also beaten for frivolous reasons. The
continuous physical torture affected her already del-
icate mental condition.

A study on Domestic Violence (DV) among psy-
chiatric patients has found that mental problems ag-
gravate due to domestic violence.

This study was conducted by city-based consult-
ant psychiatrist Dr
Khyati Mehtalia,
alumnus of BJ &
Medical Col-
lege with
professor &
head

of the psychiatry department Dr GK Vankar.

“There is a steady increase in the number of DV
cases from affluent and educated section of society.
These women have minor history of psychiatry prob-
lem which has worsened due to troubled marriage
and violence. In over 50 per cent cases, DV had caused
and increased severity of mental illness,” said
Mehtalia. .

According to her, psychiatric problems like de-
pression, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder , anxiety,
somatoform DS sharply increased in psychiatric pa-
tients after suffering DV in comparison with cases
without DV history. The study took
into account 100 cases in the age
group of 18-63 years of age.
Mehtalia said, “The study fo-
cused on finding frequency of
DV in female psychiatric pa-
tients, related factors and

association of DV with
- mental illness.” ]
y In  another DV

case, a 27-year-old vic-
tim from a middle-class
family was sexually
abused by her uncle at
a young age.
After getting en-
gaged, her fianceé tried
to get physically inti-
mate with her and she
turned him away.
“After marriage, in-
stead of getting emo-
tional support she was |
beaten up by her alco- |
holic husband and also !
suffered marital rape |
which made her more de- :
pressed. She developed sui- |
cidal tendencies,” said |
Mehatalia.
(Names have been
changed)







1 18 official now,=
| wife beating 1s a

pinishable offence

! |
y in providing relief to women from do-
' New. Delhi, October 25 2006 " mestic violence. 1
. T 7 The ministry has also issued an-
THE DOMESTIC Violence Act 2005 ~ other notification laying' down the
' comes into effect from Thursday. The ruleslﬁ'amed for the implementation
. Act is meant to provide protection to ~ of the Act, which will provide for,
the wife or the female live- ' | | | among other things, ap- -
1 in partner from violence at . pointment of protection of-
the hands of the husband | ficers, service providers

or the male live-in partner ' and counsellors. ]
or his relatives. The offend- ~ Besides physical vio-
-~ er can be jailed or fined up ] lence of beating, slapping,
- toRs 30,000. o ; hittlng,. kicking and push-
" Domestic violénce under | L ing, the Act also covers sex- .
the Act includes abuse or MRy ual violence like forced in- |
_ the threat of abuse, be it “‘ S for ||, tercourse, forcing the wife |
physical, sexual, verbal, B ‘1‘ or partner to look at
emotional or economic, ‘her sake4 . pornography and child sex-
said a statement from the | poooceie .. ualabuse. i e

Y Gopimont whioh includes abuse e
issued a notification on physical, sexual, | wife, Preventing one's wife
. Wednesday to bring the Act + verbal —orthreat  from taking up a ljob or
. into force. e e ofabuse | forcirg her to leave job is
Harassment by way of Offendercanbe ' | also under the purview of
unlawful dowry demands jailedup toayear: (| the Act. |
" to the woman or her rela-. orfineduptoRs . | One of the most impor-
' tives will also be covered 20,000, or both | tant features of the Act was
under this definjtion. % B |a woman's right to secure
- Renuka . Chowdhury, housing, the statement
nister.o for wom g
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“Woman can invoke Domestic
- Violence Act against brothers’

New Delhi: A woman, whoisliv- Shalinder Kaur said. ing with her brothers and alleged

ing with her brothers, can take The court said that the welfare that they have forged her signa-

refuge under the Domestic Vio- legislation could be invoked by a tures in an effort to dislodge her

lence Act in case of any harass- woman even against those with from their ancestral property at

ment to her, a Delhi court has whom she had lived at any point Karol Bagh here. :

said. % of time. The court, while granting re-
“It emerges that when an ag- It passed the observation while lief to the woman, also took into

grieved person lives or at any
stage has been in domestic rela-
tionship with the respondents
and has been subjected to any
domestic violence, the Protec-
tion of Women from Domestic
Violence Act 2005 is applicable,”
‘Additional Sessions Judge

allowing a plea of widow, whose
petition seeking relief under the
Act against her brothers was dis-
missed by a metropolitan magis-
trate saying that there was no do-
mestic relationship between her
and her brothers.

She submitted that she was liv-

consideration a report of the Pro-
tection Officer, appointed under
the Act to look into the complaint
of the aggrieved, stating, it
emerges that appellant is being
subjected to abuses and harass-
ment at the hands of respondents
(brothers). p1i ;
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359% women face violence’

New Delhi: Over 35 per cent of all women and
40 per cent of married women experienced
physical or sexual fornis of violence and the
figures were higher in rural areas, the Lok
Sabha was informed on Friday.

“The National Family Health Survey III
(2005-06) data shows that in the 1549 age
group, 35.4 per cent of all women and 40 per
cent of married women experienced physical
orsexual violence,” women and child develop-
ment minister Krishna Tirath said during
Question Hour. She said 6.7 per cent experi-
enced both physical and sexual forms of do-
mestic violence. Tirath said the data suggests
thatboth physical and sexual forms of domes-
tic violence against women are higher in ru-
ral areas as compared to the urban areas.

Domestic violence defined under Protec-
tion of Women from Domestic Violence Act,
2005 covers physical, sexual, verbal, emotion-

aland economic abuse.. 3

Asper the National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) data, a total of 5,788 were registered
under the Act in 2007, 5,643 cases in 2008 and
7,802in 2009, Tirath said.

She claimed that protection officers (POs)
had been appointed in every state except Jam-
muand Kashmir(where the Actisnotapplica-
ble) and her ministry held regular meetings
with state governments to ensure that this
system was functioning efficiently. G

The Domestic Violence Act, 2005 is imple-
mented by states and Union territories.

“Under the Act, state governments are re-
quired to appoint protection officers in each
district as they may consider necessary,” she
said. Maharashtra has the highest number of
3,910 protection officers followed by Rajas-
than (574), Madhya Pradesh (368) and Hima-
chal Pradesh (366). pi

—————
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The virtual face of violence
Most victims don’t know that they can book former husbands under the
Domestic Violence Act for creating fake profiles on social networking sites

Janavi R lyer | TNN

Ahmedabad: Hetal and Hitesh got di-
vorced with mutual consent after a
three-year-long marriage. Hetal was
all set to go abroad and start afresh,

when she started receiving obscene

calls asking her out.

A few days later, she discovered a
fake profile in her name with her in-
timate pictures, phone numbers and
explicit material on various social
networking sites. Devastated, she is
currently undergoing counselling,

‘even as the culprit is at large.
- What many women like Hetal don’t
know is that such cyber crimes are

covered under the Protection Of

Women From Domestic Violence Act,
CYBER CRIME

2005. NGOs are trying to create aware-
ness on this issue. While Domestic Vi-
olence Week ended only on Novem-
ber 30, NGOs in the state are extend-
ed ﬁtﬁlDeeehber 10 where it will co-

- incide World Human Rights Day.
~ Many women consider only a beat-
- ingas domestic violence, But, the ever-
expanding world wide web, which is
becoming the playground of many

lovelorn, vindictive men, too is cov-
ered under the Act.
“We receive applications from al-
most three women every month,”
says assistant commissioner of po-
lice, Usha Rada. She adds, “However,
most women prefer to be silent vic-
tims and end their cyber existence by
closing their internet accounts.”
From posting phone numbers to
personal photographs, numerous tool
are used to victimize women in cyber
space. Says cyber expert Sunny

Vaghela, “Three in 10 women net
surfers become victims of imper-
sonation and cyber stalking. We re-
‘ceive many cases officially and un-
officially.” x|
Shedding light on the Act, R |
Marshal, a senior advocate “The
burview of the 2005 Act is not just
physical violence. It also counts emo-
tional abuse, psychological, verbal,
economic .and sexual abuse,
Cyber violence that humiliates or de- |
grades a woman’s integrity is sexual,
violence according to the Act. All
crimes in the Act are non-

~ bailable.”

Recalls Sharvari Joshi, an interi-
or designer who was in live-in rela-
tionship, “It was horrifying when
soon after my break-up, friends told
me that my picture and details,
clubbed with web links of obscene
websites, had been uploaded. To add
to my horror, friendship requests from
the fake profile had been sent to some
of my family members. I did not g0
to office for a week.”

Explains Vaghela, “Most of these
cases go unreported as girls are too
embarrassed. Even if they approach
the police, they file an application.
For a man, it has become an easy
mode to dishonour a woman.”
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