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CHAPTER IX

| SUMMARY AND
CONCLUDING . REMARKS

S
L R

Summary.

Suggestions



S : SUMMARY

The investigetion>wasfﬁndertakee”with a view
to‘studying scﬁe faqte?e“ofzjuveni;e eelinquency,
as it existed iﬁ:sqmewﬁietrictsiof‘Gujarat. Two
groups of 150 subjects‘eech, viz. (1) the experi-
- mental group of deliequenﬁs and a control group
of non~delinguents,:bcfﬁ;ﬁafched coﬁﬁ}e#eiy on age,
»infelligence and ecoﬁcmic statue supplied the
<neveseary eata;. The subjects of the experimental

group were the confined delinquents from certified
schools, remand homes, etc. in the districis of
Baroda, Broach and Surat; the subjects of the non-
.delinQuent:g;oup*were‘the eormai sehool-going
children from the'seme‘ereea A1l neceesary infor-

matlon regarding the sub;ects was collected from

- ,subaects on the 1nformat10n sheet aepaeate&y_spGZSQlﬁ

prepared, as well as from school records, ‘office
’ documents, etc. Moreover, as needed the sub;ects,

‘ their parents, teachers cf ‘other authorlties were
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also interviewed to supplemeﬁt the information.

A1l such information was surveyed, summarized in

different tables, graphicaliywillustrated where

necessary and subjected to statistical analysis

wheri needed. Such analysis warranted the following

observations, inferences and conclusions, as far as

the specific sample and the particular approach

were concerned :

A - Pertaining to Child :

(1

()

Tllegitimacy served to handicap the child
in hes nprmal development; & significantly
higher number of delinquenﬁs were observed

to be illegitimate products.

There were significant differences in
the héalthfulxconditions of‘both the
groups. The general health of the
delinduent'chii&rgn was very poor. A
few-Wege-suffering ;r&m.éiSeases like
T.B., tonsils, skins; reckets; some of
them were héviﬁg éi#her physical defecﬁ
of vision hearing, sﬁeech or physical
deformity of hand, leg, ear, nose and

disfiguredent due to -small-pox.



(siﬂr

cinema had a. greater influence over the

(4
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Almost all children liked to visit cinema;

, behav1cur of the. youths. Both the
~ groups signiflcantly\dlffergd in their

cinema pfeférenpes. Deiinquents éhqwed

‘more inclinaﬁion for defective énd:

fighting pictures, while most of non-

delinquents liked to visit soéiai and

religious shows. The bizarre fashion found

in youths was the direct copy of the
screen to ééme extent. Some delinquents
were also-once Black-markéting cinema

tickets.

In addictions and vices both the groups

differed significantly; Delinquenté were

more persiétéﬁt;in~thgir addictions. '
Most of them were addicted to smoking,
gambling,‘drihking. For meeting the
daily eﬁpenses—for«cinema visits and

addlctlons, some times, some of them vere
€57 |

. found to ass%s% to foul means for getting

money. -



349

—

Le

/their character traits,-

dellnquents were signlflcantly rated

(5) Wlth regard

lower by the superlntendents of the ,
certlfmed schgols in comparison to the

evaluation of non-dellnquent children, by
~ their teachers.,
(6) As non-delinquent children were selected

from the nofmalkschool-goihg population
and delinquents- were in the certified
schools, the question of comparison of
the teo in respect of level of education
- was a 1little out of place. Inspite of
this the level of education upto which
each has reached was inquifed into and
it was observed that most of the delin- .

: quents were illiterate.

I%a) " Delinquent children who could read and
write prefefre& té.read detectivé and
crime stories agﬁ those who were illite-
rate showed in an interviewAan active
1nterest 1n llstenlng to such stobies.
Non~dellnquent chlldren preferred to
read autobiographiqs, short storles and

novels pertaining to.social topics.
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(9)
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The subjects of both the groups differede
significantly with regard‘to‘theirr'
attitude towards tﬂe~féfhers.and mothers.

A higher number of dglinqﬁént children

had attitude -of rejgction and indifferente -

to ward  ‘their fathers and mothers, in

contrast to warmer attitudes. of non-

_dellnquent chlldren. Yet, a great

- number of children in both the groups

had warm an@ ipdlfferent attitude
towards mothers and lesser number had
attitude of rejection towards mothers than

the“numbei towards fathers. -

Dellnquent chlldren significantly scored
lower on thelr smooth fami]y relation-
ship and general adgustment the lack of
which in turn pnduced confllcts every

now and then. -

While consiaéring the statqs of the child
and nuhérical renk in thelfémily, it'was
fcund that higher rate of dellnquency

was prevalent among the only, ‘the youngest

and the eldest children thgn among children
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born intermediately; thé first born in-

| the family rather than borh otherwise

Were‘more-éuéceptible to delinquent

behaviour. It was also observed thnt

: the 1esser the number of chxldren in the
'family the higher Was the tendency.(

"Thelr status, nﬂmerlcal rank ‘and total

31b11ngs 1n the family were- upto some

extent factors determlning thelr treatment

+in .the. family, which in turn 1nfluenced
: the development of the personallty of
. the grow1ng child.‘

While studying thé dreéms of‘both the

groups, it was seen that most of the

'dreams of the delinquent children were

: pertainlng to their crav1ngs for- their ..

parents and home' thls mlght reflect that

they were; devoid of parental love at

home, for- which they craved constantly.

With_regéfd:tp_thei:ﬁambitibns narrated,

. a higher nﬁmber:éﬁ'delinquéﬁt\childfen

were observed preferring services of .-

tailoring and showed_én inclinatién'for



(13

(14)

. factory work; carpentry ahd agriculture

and less fer:bueinees;.mbsﬁ delinquents
expreesed orihad no.ambitions. The
nature of ambitions was influenced by
the environment and eepeciaily by the

nature of the parental work in both the

- groups.

In studylng thelr any three present wishes
in order of preference, 1t was seen that
the nature of w1shes in case of non-

delinquent—children was concerning the

- "education while wishes of the delinguent

children pertainedhmostly to finance.

As regards their occupations and employ-
ments,_generelly most of the members of

the delinquent group were working as

_show-meker, hotel boys, casual labourers,

_ vendors, domestlc servants and there too

they were 1rregu1ar in their work. ' Very
few members of the»non-dellnquent group
had to work and those worklng were

sincere in thelr work. The‘relatiohship

- between the neces51ty for and nature of

employment and delznquency is disputable,
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Jbut there”are,cérﬁain employments which

\
1’

provide higher temptations for antisocial

. behaviour ‘in’.children. The nature of

work in case of t%e"delinquent groqp‘
was such tﬁétﬁit;ﬁés likely to offer

greater temptatiéns and larger opportu-

' nities to come in.contact with. evil

elements éf”ﬁhe égciet&.

Wlth respect to amount of pocket mcney,

its nature of disp031u10n and sources,
it was observed tbat more delinquents

‘were spendlng extravagantly and haphazardly

in hotel and cinema and gambling and less
o% Thew

for thelr n906351ties -mostky they were

keeplng Wlth themselves a larger share

. of thelr earnlngs as a pocket money.

Most,of the non—dellnquent<ch11dpen~were

not having pocket money, as their necessi-

‘ties.wereffegulgrly looked ‘after by fheir

parents; and-those who were.getting it
were speﬁding)for their necessities and

hardly . few in any'ofher way .



. (18) In case ofldelinqueht children, there
E WHsbno%ngortvdf Qéll directed plan for
the use of 1elsure time, which had far
reachiqg infiuené;é over the development
of persohalitynaﬁ@'bharactér of the ehild.
'Most of them were:passing their leisure
time out of the héme, at undesirable
places -_béiaaf,wyéilway station, near
cineme tﬁé%%regvagd other odd unidentified
Aplécesl éimleésiy;waﬁdering, gambling,
beggiﬁg'ég qugfrelling for most pért of
. the day and évépain some éaseSvery late
at night.: Those who were passing ‘their
;eisﬁre time at hoﬁe were forced to stay
ét,home,' In case of non-delinquent
- chiidren3 their leisﬁfé.time was well

directed in,constfuctive'activitie;‘

It seems clear, therefore, that fhé delinQuenté,
. far more than the non-delinquents, were having '
_illegitimate birth or doubt about their legality

of bitth, physically. ﬁ;é,k:and in diseased conditions,
were having mostly fgjécﬁiveﬂgnd indifferent attitude
towérds the pafe#ts, were poorlj‘eduéated,;wefe

presisting unwholesome addictions, were visiting
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cinemas on-and of, 1nberested in low- type of -
llterature were either only or youngest or eldest
and mostly flrst\bopn in the)family, were engage@
in undesirable qmploymenfs, gére_passing fheir
leisure time out of the‘home‘éf odd places éarr&ing

on unwholesome activities.- .

B. Pertaining to the o
Parents and Siblings :

(17) The anaiysis.of.theAdata,réferring to
thé parents’bf both thé groups :eVealed
that most of boﬁh’pareﬁts ﬁere'illiterate
in case of the_deliﬁqueht'group. How-
ever, a greater ﬁuﬂber of fathers of the
non-delinquent children hdd education
upto primary~aﬁd‘seqondary level and in
some cases even upto highef level.‘
Higher number of mothers of the delin-
quent group were illiterate and few had
educablon upto prlmary level; whlle
more mothers of the non~delinquent group )
had prlmary education and in few cases
it was upto secondary level and less were
illiterate. Lack of education on the

part of parents means lack of ability to
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~

understand the basic needs of the child;

it also meéns @ﬁ poor income. Both
these have gigreéter'influénce on the
behaviour of thé children.

Next, in contrast ﬁo'fhe parents of the

non-dellnqueno group, the physical

condltlons of the parents of the delln-

-quent groupKWere also ‘unsatisfactory.

‘a few of them were suffering from one or

other diseases-like T.B., Cancer, madness

"and'hysteriarliEvén, among parents, the

physical conditions of the mothers was
poorer than that of fathers in case of

both the groups.

With regard to affectional relationship
between either Qa?ents and also between
parents and thé child, it was found

that mutual relationship between the’

- parents of the delinquent group was

highly repugnant. - Furthér, more delin-
quents were;either rejected by the -
parents or parents were indifferent -

towards them. Next, parents of the



(20)

non—dellnquent cnlldren did not show ‘

much dlf?erentlal treatment w1th respect

"to one. child and .other. chlldren in the
family. waever, though fathers of the

. delinqtent group were more or less

impartlal 1n treatment of one child and

) other chlldren in the famlly, mothers

51gn1flcantly differed in their treat~

ment, 1.e. favoured other children and

rejected thé‘delinQQEnt child.

"Fathers and mothers of both the- groups

" showed 31gn1ficant dlfFerences in

reSpect to addictlons and vices whlch

had a far reachlng effect upon the

'famlly atmosuhere. The fathers of the

’dellnquent group had unwholesome addic~

twons llke‘gambllng, drinklng, and in
case of mothers smoklng, gambling and

drinklng were hlohly per31stent in thelr

‘addlctlons,‘ Gambling and dinking taxed

family"heavily not only economically but

“also péychologically.
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With regard to the gétgréféf employ-
ment it was observed that a'greatér
number of fathers of the delingquent
group were irregular in their work and
were employed in unhealthy work in
comparison to.fathérs of the non~
delinquent'group.' So also, more
mothgrgrwepéﬂemployed in*case of delin—
quent children and were occupied in’.
ﬁnwholesome,emblojmentshoffering more-
opportuﬁitiés for evil temptations and -
moral dégradatiops. Very few mothefs
of the ﬁon;aelinqueht wers working and

most-df~these,wp§king mothers were

working atﬁhoﬁe.'fThus,‘delinquent

"children weyevfaf*more deprived of

parental supervision in the earlier

 period of thei:}life,.wheﬁ badly needed.

(22)

With respect to criminalityvand immora-

lity prgctipes; bééring vorst effect\
upon thé beéay}ouf:of the growing chiid,
it wag fédordedxthgt-péreqts of‘bdth$_
the groups differéé sigﬁificahtlf.l

Higher number -of parents of the.



delinquent children had criminality or
immorality, or both records in contrast
to such practices with parents of the

noh;delianEntsJ

(23) With regard to sibling relationship,
the delinquent cﬁildren were héstile and
ndlfferent, show1ng constant conflicts
aad undue rlvalry, this had detrimental
effect upcn the development of the child.
The situation was reverse in case of
' non-dellnouenu children. Fuvther,‘l
'crimlnallty in 51b11ngs was found in
some cases'of delinquent chlldren;:this
had the same effect upon the growiﬁg'

child as was had by eriminality of %&%&xsgwa
nsNee s,

In brief, tng parents of the delingquent group
were either illiterate or poorly educated, wére
suffering from unheaiﬁhy conditions, wéfé‘haﬁing
undesirable addictions and vices, were mostly e
employed in the work offerlng more opportunlties
for evil. temptatlons -and moral degradations, were
following a‘nolicy ofnpartiality in treatvng one’

child and other chlldren in the famlly, were

~hawing poor mutual relaulonshlp and had criminality
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aﬁd immoralityArecordxﬁq-their'acéount. The

siblings were having hostile relationships between

“them, were suffering from diseases, and in.same

cases had criminality records.

.C. Pertaining to the Family =

(24)" Broken hqmeé~have far more influence

C(25)

over the development of the personality

‘and character of the child., Both"

groups differed‘gignificantly in thig
respect . jﬁoré children of the délin;
quent'groﬁp in comparison to non-
delinquent'érouﬁ came from broken

families due to death, desértion,

divorce and- long separation.

Further in compéfison to the .delinquent
children, ‘more haﬁ—delinquent children
were found living with their own fathers

and mothers in a joint family. More

hdelinquent ¢hildren belonged to a

separated family,v
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(26) There was a lack of cohe31veness and.
common interests or unltj of purpose
'among the members of the famllles of

t

’ delinquents group.l

(27) The de;inqueots were also‘morefoeprived
 of atmosﬁhefe of social and group
‘1iving“ip“ﬁhe family whico,is'so
‘éssential for the oﬁeness'aﬁd‘oloseJ
Hess of the family énd in.turn for the
“healthy ciéérélqpmept of the personality
- and charadter of ‘the child. |

- (28) in’comnarieon 66 fémilies‘of the non-
” " dellnquent chlldren, familles of . the
dellnquent group showed very little
' regard for thetch;ld's friends who

'ueed to ﬁieit their‘hoﬁes.‘

-

- (29) Referrlng %o the natufe of the- dlsci-
“ plinary practlces in the famlly, it ~
was noted that more number of famllles
of the delinquent chlldren reported
that uhere was elther very . strlct
ndisc1pline or no dlsc1p11ne at all
while higher number of families of the

nonadelinquent group showed a trend of
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‘normal discipline.. Eithér parent among

the delinquent'grpdp reported more to

corporal punishment and less to depriva-
tion of privileges and reasoniﬁg for.

controlling'thé*child,-ﬁhile in case of

‘non-delinquent group either parent

resorted more to methods like scolding
and thréateﬁing;‘ééprivatign of-p:ivi-
leges and reaéoﬁiﬁg‘and less to
corpéralzpuﬁishmeﬁt for coptfblling

the child.

Besides the family influencés environ-

,meﬁtal influences of neighbourhood‘had

also their due Bhare in producing
deviant behavibﬁf. ‘More familiés of
the delinquent group wérelinhabitiﬂg‘
in areas of poor neighboufh;od, tﬁinkly
pqpuiatediwith people of ﬁeniél; hand-
to-mouth workers of low rank;,these-

. ~ “ _ t.
were the centres -of vices, and conflicts

._having no opportunitieé for facilities

for dwholesome recreation. Reverse was -

the-case with non-delinquent children.

¢
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| .(32)

With regard to the size of the family
and the ﬁfovisioh for recreation in the
home, somehow no 51gnificant differences

were observed between the two groups.

.While considering overcrowding in the

: family it was found that delinquency

‘wa.s not associated with overcrowding in

the ‘sense of greater number of indivi-

duals per® room. waever, overcrowded-

: ness in the sense of 1esser number of"

rooms - per family or higher number of

" families co-stayinc was significantly

'-related to delinquency. More number

of families among the delinquent group

" were staying in. only one room and two '

rooms while less had three, four, five

‘or more rooms ma;ority of families of
.non-delinquent en;oyed more spa01ng.

' Similarly, higher number of families of

the non-delinquent groun were staying

: W1th only one or two other families,

"while delinquents stayed in more erowded

areas with more families staying '

together
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(33) More number of familiee of non—delinquent
group were re31d1ng 1n rented houses as
circumstances demanded- whlle hlgher

:nnmber of dellnquent familles were
re31ding in thelr own houses, no doubt
‘very poor ones. Wlth respect to the
‘amoung ‘of rent pald by famllles of both
the groups, it was ‘géen ‘that higher
pumber of fam;lles oﬁ the‘non-delinquenﬁ
Agroubiﬁere payihé'more"rent while the
reverse was observed v1th the delinquent

. group. Both the groups dld not dlffer
'much in respect to“continual change of
residence. | h

In brlef dellnquents mostly came from broken

familles, were not 11v1nv w1th thelr own fathers or

. mothers or when llved with them, their famlly was

,a separated one- lack of cohesiveness amnong the

members of the family; :they were deprived of ‘social

and group 1iving in the famlly, their own friends
were not respected, tnelr family disclpllne was
either too strict or nil, corporal punishment was

, adopted by elther parent 1n controllng the child
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_‘ in the famlly and they were from poor nelghbourhood,

'and crowded areas,

doviously,;theacoﬂditions in Whioh,the,delio-’
queot:childree are g;o&iﬁg agevneitoerAcohgen;elt
f nor“wholeeooe foe-adeqoate érogth; ne;the;fcoﬁdﬁcive?
‘to sound reering'nor'productive of heéithy; heppy
'and law»abiding children. " Their mental equipment
dis not sufflcient or efficient to defy the ev1l
1nf1uence’ there is no guldance or directlon from

) parents and family atmosphere is very discouraging.

The resulting delinquency is an outcome of a .
dynamic process not . a simple worklng of one or the
other factor, but an interactlon of multlple
<factofs whose simple effects are. dlfficult to X

detect, some of which may be causative factors,

o others contributing or. aggravatlng or concommitant

factors. The present stndy has aimed at showing
the relations of - soome. B \”3 C

-

P

Suggeétions for'furthef"ﬁeeearch :

———

New Indla 1s today facing a nnmber ‘of prcblems
- on her way towards progress in different areas.

:Edueation of the backward, the handicapped and the



fallen is gettlng much’ attention today. For all
_ this, much spade-work 'has to be done by way of
research surveys to obtain facts and figures: In
comparlson to work in other countries, India lags
’far behind in such research work. Very few
researches have been’ undertaken ‘on a‘sméli scalé.
Extensive and intensive well-planned researches
are yet to be directed. _The present work on N
juvenile delinquency aims tE"fili:in one ‘small
gap in this dlrection. Yet the author feels that
the informatlcn on thls is not sufflcient and it

this,
has 1ts own 11m1tations. In view offshe present
investigator suggests some of the followmng

problems and procedures for research in thls areas

-t

What type of dellnquency is assoclated with
what type of family dlsorder ‘oi disuruption ? 1Is
there any sex differences with regard to family

disorder or disruption ?

How do different social classes, community and

religious groups in India differ with regard to
thelr concept of. delinquent behaviour in youths ?
What dre those different factors accountable for

the same ?
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. How does delinquency in school and general
“population differ in their origin ‘and nature ?
What are the facto:sowhlco areirespon51ble~for one

'>tyﬁex0f delihqueney'et different leveis of society ?

Even simllar types of research can be planned .
'by controlllng :some . variables of delinquency for -
:determlning the role and impprtance of others.
A slightly different approach to the same- problem
is suggested by comparlng partlcularly two areas -
one with high rate of delinqnency and other witb
'low rate of - dellnquency in order to-find out what

factors are related to dszerences in the dellnr

P‘ﬂ

quency rate, Is élfference artiflcial or factual ?
. What are the. differentié}l 'chalradteri‘stics of
emotiona1ly maladgustedﬂchlldren who turn out as:

;dellnquent, as compared uith those who -are emotion~

'jally maladgusted but do not turn out as delinquent ?

All the above suggested problems are concerned
w1th more or less to causative aspect of dellnquency.
j'However, for the purpose of ¢ preparlng an effectlve |
preventlon programme for dellnquency, researches

:ln that shpere also can be undertaken.’



What are the dlfferent techniques for

controlling dellnquency Among them, whlch is

" the-most effectrve in changlng the different types‘

of spe01fic behav1our deviants 9,

Even studies wzth regard to different trends
of dev1ant behav1our and 1ts rate at different

soc1a1 stratum can be plannedr o,

| When we face a number of problems and feel
the dearth of technlques to study the problems we
can boldly borrow from others to sult to our needs
.and seex solution. ‘Even on 11ne of Burt w1lliam
~Healy, Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck, researches can
be planned and carried’out £6' study simllar_

problems in our country.

368



