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A __FOREWORD

A psychological study of some factors of
juvenile delinquency has been the main theme
or investigation discussed in the pages that
follow the problem of juvenile delinquency is
at present one of the most important issues, which
the society and the state ﬁave to solve. It is
the problem of perennial concern of all organizéd
social liﬁe..Recently.sgvergl subthorities associ=-
ated with the children have made alarming state-
ments to the effect that juvenile delinquency is
steadily increasing in this céuﬁtry. Varried
views have been read andhhearé‘regarding the
sources from which delinquenéy takes its start.

A number of investigators search for causes in the

-



child himself, in his mental ﬁake-up; éome

malntaln that home and parents are at fault a

few tend to pass the blame on ‘school administrators;
while still others hold that soc1al conditions

afe mainly fesponéibie'for children to turn out
delin@uenﬁsland later on criminals. Obviously all
vtheée authors attempt %Q determine the factors that
cause a delinquent career. Most of the‘Qiscussidn on
this prbblem has been surveﬁ type of work, eﬁumerating
simply the observations made without any experimental

control necessary in a scientific method.

The emphasis in the present research has been
" on understandlng psychologlcally some ‘of the basic

faztors of juvenile dellnquency, using an experimen-

o tal‘d681gn that conLrols some common factors, @hdrc

*étuﬁiesgnthergx‘mhere iéenq agréément as to the
‘épecific factors of delinquencyﬁ:because ﬁﬁe
etiological factors are coﬁplé% and diffgoult to'
_determlne. It is the product of a dynamic process.

The varisgbles which are studled here are not necessa-
rily the causes of del;nquency, but factors associated
with it. The aubhor does not claim that these are

" the only factors involved, but has made an humble



Ly

.attempt to study some of the ba51c factors a58001ated
with Juvenlle dellnquency and he has dlscussed
the;r psychologlcal signlflpgncg or bearing. With
‘this consideration, am foor%_has been  made to
present the problém, as it‘eXis%s to day in one

part of our country, viz Qujéiéé, espécia&ly with

reference to Baroda, Broach and Surat Districts.

The data‘used in this investigation were collected
in case of aelinquent groﬁp—from the Government certi-
fied schoois, and also by inberviwihg the children
and superintendents of the éaid schoolé, while
in case of ﬁhe non-delinquent, control group data
were obtained from their school records and also by
interviewing the children, teéchers' as well as
parents wherever possible. The investigation
contains wholly endowoﬁs orig;ngl.factofg and
figures. For purpose of comparison vapious works

' have been referred to as shwon in the bibliography.

This 1nvest1gaﬁlon, it is almed, .will be one
of the most important works 1n this fleld. It will
be useful on the eve of creatlon of a new state of
Gujarat, when she has to solvg hg: many problems

of the growing youth. This will -assist also 811



those perssns concerned w1th,undesstand1ng uhe child-

~ren and thelr behav1our.

The authér:;s highly indebted to his sincere,

guiding Prsfessor Dr. A.S. Patél and expresses

his deep feelings ofﬂgratithde to him, but for
whose researcﬁ eye and active hand operating at every
stage, from its>earlyvcgnception to the present
‘delivery of the finished product, this work would
have never seéh‘ghe light of the day. He also
acknowledges‘ﬁisé%hénks for the quotedypasseges to
~ the writérs and publishers mentioned, He is also
thankful to the Director of 8001al welfare (0l1d
Bombay State), who granted hlm permission %o work
in the Government Certified Schools under his
Jurisdiction at Baroda, Broach and Subatﬁ in same
run thanks are due also to ﬁhe Superintendants and
Probation officers of‘ﬁhése certified schools as
well as to the priﬁcipals, secondary schools and
ﬁéadma@teré oﬁ_the Primary schools of the aforesaid
érea; who gavé all sorts- of convineances and spared
"-their office fegqrds. The'authof.is especially
much thenkful to (1) Dr. H.S. Asthana, Department

of Psyﬁhology, Tucknow and (2) Dr. A.S. Patel,
' Departmenﬁ'of;Psychoibgy, M.S. University of Baroda,
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Baroda, who have given their consetn to use their
(1) Adjustment Inventory' and (2) 'Family Relationship -
Questionnaire! as well as 'Character Evaluation.

Form' respectively.
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