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10C cleans up Mini river

GPCB Asks PSU To Stop Releasing Effluent In The River
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Vadodara: Indian Oil Corporation
(10C) hascleaned up the oil sludge from
Mini river on the outskirts of the city
under the supervision of Gujarat Pol-
lution Control Board (GPCB). The state
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Ahmedabad: In 2 move expected to
generate employment for thousands
of Industrial Training Instiute
{ITIs) students in the state, the Gujz
1at Pollution Control Board (GPCB)
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pollution watchdog has also asked the :
public sector unit (PSU) to stop releas- ‘has designed aspecialized course for A statetoappont
ing -m\mg: through hme storm water effluent tregtment plant (ETP) oper- tohandlethe commont Nﬁ
drain that flows into the river. But after ators. meamentnfestucure n thefr
10C told GPCB that it has not caused What's more, assoclations of in- industilarea. The CEOwilloe
pollution in the river, the locals are dustries at Abmedaded, Vapi, Surat resparnsbleforhandingthe
wondering who polluted the river and Vadodara have already assured commoninfrastructuresichas
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vhy ire batch of IT1s. “The E S techricalysafeand disposabl
shouldn't shut down some of its oper demand for technically sournd ETP vironment-related operations Tike Such courses will help them get em- —te (TSDS)siteforhazardous i
ations. The notice came on the heels of operatorsissolarge thatweexpectto ETPs. Sources said that most small - ployment in thelr own areas,” Shat. - pollants, Teseassociations |
fire in Mini River that was caused by oil apen employment aveues for 4.000- scalé industries (3315) cannot a'ford ~szid willsohaveto maintain
sludge. GPCBblamed 10C “’“"“’““R‘v' 5,000 [T students n the near fucure o hire environment engineers and Industries can ¢lso postthelr job ~ professonalenvironment
i ey e llofs:;m‘; By startng such specialized cours: scientiste. “Indusicies have engl- - requirements on GPCB portal 36N engieesorscenttswhiowll
er said 'h“h‘ it has ,['_‘;l" (?P:‘Bl r::: RIVER ON FIRE 5" GPCB metmber-scretary Hardlk  neersand scientists from the feldof - Green Node, which studentscanalso vorkinshifsroundthecosk.
sludge in the river. The it T Shantold 701 environment Buton the proundlev- - accessand epplyforsuiiablejobs,  Shahsadthathasing

studying the reply and planning for
further course of action.

“We have received the reply from
10C and they have said that they
haven't caused any pollution. But, our
assessment says that the oil sludge

found from the Mini River was of 10C. ~strictaction if it finds that the PSU has The TP operstr course will ate bulk employment. But e havetotepolt
We have samples of the effluents. Our indeed caused pollution. Theboardhas  incomingdays. Huge flames had erupt gradually tolllsinSauresh ade an effort in s are by il

head office will take necessary action authority to issue closure notice too ed from the Mini River about 10 days ira ad Kuth o, "Sserl sung- i englovment long i hlp

within few days,” said GPCB regional but it will not take that strict action. I back spreading panic in the adjacent stets from this region have to goall ing industries tide over their prob-

“As of now the PSU has cleaned up
the river and it is also doing remedia-
tion of the area that was polluted,”
Trivedi added. Environment activist
Rohit Prajapati said, “GPCB can take
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ity of people

vour of industries and hence any se-
vere action may hurt the investment
cause.”

Prajapati too has samples of the ef-
fluents and he said that he too is going
to raise the issue with the authorities

ETP operstors in consultation with
various

plans that

said.

Throughsuchinitiatives, GPCBis - professional D
o actually operate these impartant  also trying to build an image of afa-  techvicll d
require a different skill - cilitator vather than ust remaininga runnipgofETPsand
set,”achemical plant owner inVatva - regulator, “A11 these years, environ- orere
mentwasnotafieldthatcould gener- ~ alsol

director RB Trivedi. think that thestategovernmentisinfa- - villages. - he Wy 10 south Gujaratfor o, lems,"Shahsaid

Oil sludge sets river
Mini on fire near city

Gujarat Refinery Denies Any Role, SDM To Issue Notice
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Vadodara: Villagers living
along Mini River on the out-
skirts of the city couldn’t be-
lieve their eyes when they saw
the river on fire on Monday.
Huge flames leapt out of the
river that runs close to Mahi
river and it took a while before
the fire brigade officials could
contain the fire on Monday
and Tuesday The cause of the
fire was the disposal of oil
sludge in the river from Indi-
an 0il Corporation's (I0C)
Gujarat Refinery plant. A
stretch of the river near Am-
rapura village was  choked
with the effluent over last few
days.

Gujarat Pollution Control
Board (GPCB) officials in fact
said that Gujarat Refinery
(GR) has been regularly dis-
posing oil sludge through its
storm water drain despite be-
ing issued several notices in
the past.

“It is an open and shut

A fire caused by oil sludge in river Mini on the outskirts of the city

case. The oil sludge that came

outof GR'seffluent treatment larly Theeffluents maketheir edi. ing as to how the effluent from
plant (ETP) gathered at one way to the river through the However, GPCB too may GR reached at the spot,” said
point in Mini River and itcre- drain. It is possible that over receive a notice in the same districtcollector Vinod Rao.
ated a 9-inch thick sludge. It lastfew days moresludgemay matter on Wednesday. Sub-di- GR management, howev-
spread over about 200 metres havecomeoutof theplantand visional magistrate (SDM) J er, said that they are not re-
at the spot and somehow gotaccumulated at the spot,” N Wagehla has decided to is- sponsible for the incident.
caught fire. The fire was Triveditold TOL . 8ue a notice to all the stake- “GR has a centralised ETP
doused on Sunday afternoon “In the past, too, we have holders including GR, GPCB and it complies with the re-
but on Monday again flames issued number of notices to and possibly the local gram vised Minimum Acceptable
w&d at the same spot” GRincludingonethatwasgiv- panchayat under section 133 Standards(MINAS). Majority
GPCBregion in-chargeR en three months ago over the of CrPC that relates to caus- of the effluent gets recycled|
BT:!‘% b saméissue. Buttheyhavesim- ing public nuisance. “The
“GR is allowed to use the ply not acted on it. We have stakeholders will be asked to
storm drain now issued a fresh show- reply to our notices within
0 t the cause notice to GR and have threedaysfollowingwhich we
to also reported the matter to will decide on further course

dispose of the effluents regu-

our head office,” added Triv-

of action. We are investigat-




